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A Dramatic Letter

A single communication or a speech can hardly
change a political party from within, but it can
serve as a ca ent and set a process in
motion. This may well the case with the letter
that has been sent to the extended meeting of
the Executive Committee of the Awami League
(AL} by one of its leaders, Dr. Kamal Hossain.

In the letter, now reported by a section of the
press, the much-respected member of the AL
presidium has brought up a number of major
issues’ facing the organisation. in the context of
what many gcoph regard as the debacle of the
party at the February parliamentary election. The
issues are inter-linked. However, {f they are
separated for the purpose of this discussion, Dr.
Hossain's main centres on what he has
referred to as the "lack of chain of command and
democracy” inside the organisation with the
result that "there has been no evaluation of the
leaders and workers of the organisation,”
especially in the context of a much-needed
postmortem of the AL's performance at the polls.
Then, the presidium member has said clearly,
without mincing words, that "inner conflict” in
the — the first direct reference to lack of
cohesion inside AL made by a leader — had
shattered hopes of sure victories in many
constituencies. He has also attributed the
"debacle” of the party at the polls to "over-
confidence, indifference to work and
boastfulness” among leaders and workers of the

or%anlsauun.
et another point, probably the most important
one, brought up by Dr Hossain refers to the

resent practice of combining the party
eadership and the leadership of the
in the person

parliamentary group. undoubtedly
of Sheikh r{laslna. The presidium member
suggests that the two positions should be
separated and held by erent persons, in line
with the practice followed by the Awami League
in past or in such parliamentary democracies as
Britain and Sweden.
All the points raised in the dramatic
communication boil down to one basic
roposition, and it is simply this : The Awami
ague must establish a "truly representative
organisational leadership”. Then, as he puts it,
"we want , but we do not practise it."
There is little doubt that Awami League today
stands at crossroads and that if it does not choose
its direction carefully, it "may well meet the fate
of the Muslim League in the near future" as Dr
Hossain has ome predicted. On the other hand,
the choice ol the right direction could well lead
to a long overdue rejuvenation of the tion,
from the leadership down to the rank and file,
but this would involve careful p ., hard
work at all levels and development of motivation.
In this context, nothing, absolutely nothing,
seem$ more important than the need for "inner
democracy” within the organisation and
accountability of the leadership. It is possible,
indeed most desirable, for the organisation to set
up a mechanism, backed by constitutional

Erwlﬂorn. to ensure, the Al's adherence to
oth. However, in the {inal analysis, it is the

commitment of the leadership that can serve as
the decisive factor in the much-needed change. If
the leadership tends to be authoritarian and
relies too much on personality cult, it can always
refuse to subject itself to a periodic scrutiny of its
policies and even to elections at the decision—

matln& level.

All applies not only to Awami League but
also to other political parties in the country,
including the esh Nationalist Party (BNP).
They must all realise that when they are unable or
reluctant to practise democratic norms within
their own organisational structures, they also fail
to convince the public at large that their
democratic pretensions are based on firm
commitments and that they will practise what
they preach when (and if) they have the chance of

governing the country.

Ramadan Today

Today Bangladesh enters into a very special
month. As one with the rest of the Islamic world
— it has been waiting for the arrival of Ramadan.
It is very difficult to identify and define what that
eager wait is for and the sense of anticipation it is
shot with. To say that millions upon millions all
over the world look forward to this as a chance
for inner cl would be a little too presump-
tuous. The point is, a great and good point it is,
that there is very truly a wait for it and that is not
wholly for the foodfest it always occasions. This
lunar month of the Arabic calendar somehow fills
up the whole social and even physical milieu with
a manifest air of, yes, piety. And that multitude of
people who are less than devout is also very
touched and taken by this. This is what makes
Ramadan so special. This is what we like
Ramadan so much for. This draws in all — pious,
less pious, impious as also those that do not be-
long to the fold. Taking ofl from a religious gene-
sis, the inner thing about Ramadan becomes, very
gracefully, social and thereby universal.

Ramadan has for ages rejuvenated the ummah
with evernew evocation of the power that comes
of fortitude which, together with sacrifice, forms
the cardinal point of the Ramadan fastings. How
we need both sacrifice and fortitude at this point
of national as well as global criticality.

Continence, not only in our outward conduct
but deep down our souls, — the main injunction
of Ramadan, is a great source of both the power of
fortitude and the urge to undergo sacriflice. Con-
tinence is a wholly inward-looking virtue and it is
not complete without its social extension that in-
volves all things external to oneself, namely, tol-

erance :
pious wishes on this score takes a bad jolt

Our
with the unfailing price spiral that features the
arrival of every year. The profiteer does
not cringe from his fleecing act with any thought
of the spirit of Ramadan being defiled. He can do
so only because a large section of our people
make of Ramadan the time for the best and the
richest eats. And the most. This is so contrary to
the values issuing from Ramadan that it must
sadden the hearts of those that take Ramadan

seriously.
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I'll.!l!‘lb;'l'l from the armed
foroes out of a total house
membership of 202. The

thics there will be any
And this ' tative body’
will be in charge of setling
Thailand on a new course for
democracy. The course is
to be new indeed.

army chief has de-
clared his first goal to be to
break the power of the trade
unions in the stale en ;
Along with students m
unions are considcred to be
pockets ol possible resistance
lo the army rule. It s now
quite clear that the Thai mili-
tary will no longer be h
ﬂ?h being thought nfu?ipnﬁ
arbiter of Thai politics. They
would also like to be seen to be
s0. In other words what was
true behind the scene must
now be enacted on political
ccntre stage.

All this comes from a gen-
ceral whose public posture has
consistently been to uphold
democracy and who repcatedly
said coup was a thing ol the
past. The military was able Lo
dcflect a part of the criticism
directed towards it by appoint-
ing a civilian caretaker gov-
ermnment and a cabinet accept-
able to the business commu-
nity. Howewver, their move to

k the assembly with scrvi
E;:cim of the lzrmcd i'-::rll.':sr:ﬂ:E

will deflinitely reduce the
credibility of their claim that
they will soon restore democ-
racy.

The ousted Prime Minister,
Gen. Chatichai, must surcly be
regretting now his carclree
and casual treatment of the
treat from the military.

As | had mentioned carlier

IILE western Europe
worries about economic
rcfugees from the East,

concern 1{is growing in
Czechoslovakia, Hun , and
Poland, about an in from
their less well adjusted
neighbours—Romania and the
Soviet Union.

The Sovict Union will soon
rclax travel restrictions and
some five million Sovict citi-
zens arc said to want to leave,
even though they-may not be
entitled to take foreign cur-
rency with them.

As Czechoslovak Forcign
Minister Jiri Dienstbier said :
"There is no point in thinking
of catastrophic scenarios and
waves of m ts, but we just
cannot absorb hundreds of
thousands of illegal immigrants
sceking illegal work.
Czcchoslovakia cannot be a
trampoline on which every-
body jumps to the WesL"

Dienstbier concedes that
eastern European countries
may have to absorb substantial
numbers of their kith-and -kin
[rom across the [rontiers:

"We can speculate that
Catholics of western Ukraine
or Lithuania may want to go to
Poland. About 120,000
Czechoslovak-origin Ukraini-
ans have signed a petition to
come back to Czechoslovakia.”
. There is deep concern
about Soviet troops still in the
region who are scheduled to
return home. Some 350,000
are in Germany. The 70,000 in
Czechoslovakia are to lcave by
mid-1991. How many will de-
fect?

So far only 75 Soviet citi-

Letters for

publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

to the distrust that
between the civilan govern-
ment Jed the Prime
Minister and the armed forees
led by the Supreme
Commander Gen. Sunthorn
and the army chiel Gen.
Suchinda.

It was all due to the gradual
rise of the power of the civilan
authority, the increasingly vo-
cal debate in the parliament
about the financial dealings of
the armed forces and Lhe oc-

casional ou and public
criticism of leaders of the
armed forces by senior politi-
clans. This in some
insiances, members of

Chatichal’ government, that
led to a fecling of insecurity on
the part of the army that the
civilian authority was becoming
too-independent and that
Prime Minister, though a
former army general, was no
longer dependable or could be
counted on to do their bidding,

General Chatichal was aware
of this fecling on the part of
the armed forces and his at-
tempt to gain their confidence
back achieved a breakthrough

GEN. SUNTHORN KONG-
SOMPONG

Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces

in 1989 when he was able to
persuade the just rctired Gen.
Chavalit, the predccessor of
Gen. Suchinda, the current
army chicl and rcportiedly the
real power bchind this coup,
to join his cahinct as Deputy
Prime Minister in charge of
the defence ministry. At that
time every onc thought that
Gen. Chavalit was becing
groomed to succced Gen.

Zast Europeans Worried

Chatichali and that the Prime
Minister's final repproac
with army has been brought
about.

However, Chatichal's
honcymoon with the armed
forces was not to last long.
Countering a ‘criticism by
Chavalit, a cabinet minister
cast aspersion on the in
of Chavalit and called his wi
"a walking jewelicry box,” fore-
ing the former army chiel 1o
resign. From then on the rela:
tonship bectween Chatieha

The Third View

and Lhe armed lorces nosc-
dived. It was from then on that
the armed forces started a
whispering campaign that

re-entry and Lhe subsequent
promotion to the rank of major
gencral of the two-time at-
tcmpted coup-maker and a
suspected anti-monarchist (in
the army’'s cyes at lcast) the
young turk, maverick Colonel
Manoon (sce part-1 for de-
tails). Political analysts say that

GEN. SUCHINDA KRAP-
RAYON

Army Commander-in-
Chief
the Prime Minister was

pulting too much at risk by
prolecting and promoting
Manoon. He lotally misread the
deep distrust and resentment
of the army's lcadership lo-
wards Manoon's rchabilitation.
On the other hand it is viewed
by some that Chatichai took
Manoon's case to establish the

civil authority's supremacy
over the lrmedyhrm Ilis goal

hment

have been right but he
:t?ﬂlltb chose the wrong
rsc to bet on in o
reach it Ea
The last straw on the
proverblal camel's back was
the appointment of Gen. Arthit
as the deputly minister in
charge of defense. Arthit, a
former army chief and
supreme commander, how-

ever, was unpopular with the
present army high command
This was Chatichai's most seri- *
ous miscalculation and a move

by Mahfuz Anam

that triggered the tlake-over,
Gen. Chaticahi could not be
naftve enough to think that
Arthit's appointment, just be-
cause he is a former chief,
would please the army.
Therefore Arthit's appoint-
ment could only mean that the
Prime Minister deliberatcly
wanted to rub the army on the
wrong side. Arthit's induction
did not yield Chatichai any ad-
ditional supporter within the
power circles, but new cne-
miecs.

The old rumour that
Chatichai wanted to destroy
the army found a new and
more credible audience. The
rclationship between the gov-
crnment and the army became
one of cxtreme suspicion and
both used public lora to try
push their own points ol view.
The drama reached its climax
on February 23 (Arthit was ap-
pointed on February 13) when
Chaticahi was taking thc newly
appointed dcputy defence
minister to Chiang Mail for
oath-taking in the King's pres-
ence. It was widely rumoured
and later denied by Chatichat
— some suspcect that the ru-
mour was deliberately spread
to justify the army’'s move —
that the Primec Minister also
carricd with him Iletters of
dismissal of the army chiefl and

1. July 24, 1932

2. June 20, 1933

3. October 11, 1933
4. May 8, 1947

5. October 1, 1948

6. February 26, 1949
7. June 29, 1951

8. November 29, 1951

- Prem Tinsulananda's

the supreme commander “My
stars (a generals are
robbed off my shoul
GCen Suchinda was re-
ported to have said.
Whatcver may have been the
immediate reasons, both Gen
Sunthorn, the Supreme
Commander, and Gen.

Cen. Sunithorn was well
known for his outspoken posi-
lions on political issues. He
constantly courted the .
and the media loved him flor
his controversial and provoca-
live statements. Thin,
ways allired In closcly
clothes, the

larger than army ambition. He
pla his cards extremcly
well during Prime Minister

when as commander of the
clite force, the Special Warfare
Centre, he extruded strong
and unwavering :m‘ to the
PM, against the of the
then army chicf Gen. Arthit.
Gen. Suchinda, the powerful
army chief, in contrast, kept a
low pu profile. He was re-
pe quoted as Lhat
“coup d'etat was something of
the past.” He was able to create
the image that he was firmly
behind democratic iInstitu-
tions, and i he were to join
politics, he would seck it by
way of election and not Lhe
back-door of an army pultsch.
His rise throlgh the varfous
army echclons was id. The
good looking general never
secmed to be in sell doubt and
always knew exaclly what he
was doing Thus when he re-
peatedly talked about support-
Mﬁcd:mnq. politicians and
other public figures felt that
finally the army lcadership was
developing the proper mental
attitude which made democ-

Following is a chronology of Thailand's history of 17 coups in
the last 50 years, of which 10 were successful:

9. September 16, 1957
10. October 20, 1958
11. November 17, 1971
12. October 6, 19786
13. March 26, 1977
14. October 8, 1977
15. April 1, 1981

16. September 9. 1985

17. February 23, 1991 _’

by Influx of Soviets

Eve Kouidri Kuhn writes from Vienna

While much has been made of the cost to Germany of helping rebuild Eastern and absorbing
refugees, little has been said about a similar problem in Czechoslovakia, Hungary

couniries — already busy restructuring

bracing for a flow of immigrants from the Soviet Union and Romania.

zens have sought asylum in
Czechoslovakia, none of them
soldiers. But, says Dicnstbier :
"there is no housing, no em-
ployment, no nothing” for the
returning soldiers in the
USSR, and "when thé Russians
get passports, if there is no
hope at home, they will try to

find some place where there is °

hope.”

Dr. Judith Toth, of the
IHungarian Interior Ministry, is
also worried that Sovict troops
due to leave Warsaw Pact coun-
tries soon may choose to de-
fect and seck asylum. Only 350
Soviet citizens did so last year
and there are [ewer than
20,000 in Hungary today,
2,800 as rcfugees.

Ninety er cent of the
90,000 seccking asylum or
work who came to Hungary
last year were from Romania,
two-thirds of Hungarian origin.
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Hazardous housing
Sir, It is heartening that
s0 many apartment com-
plexes are coming up to
"cope up with the growing
housing problem” of the
expanding metropolis. But
in the perspective of the
capability of the mnjnﬂ:ly
the “exorbitantly priced”
flats are no resolve as such.
Perhaps the householders
find the gap
and expand their existing
holdings both horizontal
and vertically. But the o
premises have just mea-
sured or little elbow room

to their benefit

lo the occupied sideways
and not as much sustaining
foundation as to allow a
multis rise. These ex-
pansion plans to accumu-
late rental payolfls leave lit-
tle or virtually no breathing
space between the build-
ings which in most cases
rise beyond their with-
standing capability. Just
imagine, in case of a
tremor, you run out for
safety, in the trap of a nar-

row lane studded with ap-

parently high., trembling

building on either side!
However, the majorily

city dwellers who just can-

Hungary issued more than
30,000 job permits.

The remaining 10 per cent
of those secking asylum or
work were Albanians, Bulgari-
ans, Turks and people from
Soviet Republics. "There were
also a few hundred [rom Soma-

lia and Angola,” says Dr

Toth.

As for the predicted inva-
sion froin the USSR : "The
Hungarian government has
prcpared some measures, but
we do not think we can stop
them if there is a mass exit. If
civil war happens, for instance,
it cannot be stopped.”

Hungary has no visa re-
quirements -for other East Eu-
ropean countries. They have "a
better regime,” says Dr. Toth,
rcferring to the document
called the invitation letter.

Holders of invilation letters
can travel among Poland,

e —

not buy a flat, have no op-
tion left but to accommo-
date their families in such
renovated householders’
lodges at high or exorbitant
renials.

Things take such un-
wanted shape in absence ol
any virtual check. Obviously
the metropolis will grow
further, and accommodaté
more and more people. But
how ? There must be some
eflicient plans foreseeing
the future. Regretfully, in
the present slale of allairs,

pears there is litlle of
such things and practically
no enforcement of rules.

The city development au-
thorities sometimes take

painstaking measures, such
as expansion of roads In
congested old part of the
city, for which they of
course deserve uninhibited
thanks. But with it comes a
question, why things were

Czechoslovakia and Hungary.
"It 18 a very strict regime. But
letters can also be bought.”
says Toth.

Roughly 300,000 Soviet cit-
izens of Hungarian origin live
in the border zone of the
USSR. Toth belicves they will
be the first to flee. She also
fears they will arrive with
passports, so they will not be
illegal visitors but will refuse to
return to the Soviet Union.

While the Hungarian border

with Romania is not patrolled,
Hungarian authoritics do

scarch homes for Romanian
visitors who have overstayed

30-day visa-free visits.
A new law, soon to come

into effect, requires all for-
cigners, especially those from
surrounding countries, to have
working visas before taking
jobs. |

Despite its worrics, the

allowed olherwise earlier?
In the light of such experi-
ences, the authorilies con-
cerned are urged to take
active and elfective steps
now, to ease the present

and ensure the future for
the city dwellers.

Manik Chowdhury
Wari, Dhaka.

Rip Van Winkle"

Sir, A news item said
that a man woke up after
staying in coma for eight

story of a P
Van Winkle, only that the
circumstances in this case
are sad. The person con-
cerned. Mr. Holbrook, had
been hit on his head by his
relatives, resulting in his
long loss of consclousness.

He had been asleep quile
oblivious of what was hap-

economic

and Poland. These three
their societies after ﬂu: collapse of the Soviet empire—are now

Hungarian government is
averse to imposing visa re-
quirements on visitors [rom
Romania and the Sovict Union.
Toth says : "We will only think
of issuing visas in an emer-

gemz situation.”

S says Hungarians are
afraid to lose the contact with
cthnic Hungarfans in the two
countries. "Earlier we had the
very tragic experience of peo-
ple being alienated from very
close members of their fami-
lies near the border zone.”

Dr. Aleksander Krzyminski,
Poland's Under-Secretary of
State, says his country sees it-
sclfl as a transit country. He
adds : "As newcomers to the
organisation of Europe, we are
trying to flind our place In a
ncw spirit ol cooperation.

"Sovict citizens come here
lo start small businesscs or
visit friends. We have Lhree
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pening to his surroundings,
from the age of 18 and
woke up when he was 26.
It was a greal joy for his
mother, who must have losl
all hope ol seeing her son
as a normal human being
ever again.

Science somelimes
works wonders for us. |
wish science more success
to human benelit.

Shohag Ahmed
Kalabagan.

Rains: breath of
freshness

Sir., Alter a long spell,
the season’'s [irst rains the
other day brought a breath
of freshness along with it.
Though it did bring misery
in it's won way, by causing
damage and casualty yet il
did bring with it the beauty
of the season.

| am sure there are few
Bangalls who do not like

racy safe.
Well we all now hnow bet
ler. Not only has the army

protcs
were quickly put behind bars.
There has not been any public
outcry yet. The reason for it iIs
the usual Thal reticence about
public show of conllict. They
would rather do things In a
conscnsus manncr Lhan ght
one another in public. Given
such a mental frame the army
usually has an upper hand be-
causc once they have made

their move the public usually
adopts an attitude of wait and
sce

Big issuc that confront the
people and the country now is
what sort ol constitutional re-
forms the army will bring.
There was alrcady a strong
prescnce ol the armed forces
under the previous constitu
tion. What more can they add
to make the army's position
more securc? Too blatant a tilt
towards the army will make
the new constitution look silly
and pcrhaps will bring a lot of
criticism to Thalland (rom all
quaricrs.

The rule of the NPC will
pass and a civillan representa-
tive government will come in
its place sooner or later. Dut
the blow that has been deall 1o
the confidence of the Thais.
that they had made genuine
progress towards representa-
tive government, will take
quite a while to recover. We
only hope that democracy re-
turns in Thafland faster than
many people now expect.

million Poles in the territories
wc lost. Many have not ac-
cepled Soviet citizenship and
arc still Catholics. Every day
we have 20,000 people cross-
ing Lthe border each way to ex-
change goods and then re-
tum.”

Poland expects six Lo 10
million migrants from the So-
viet Unjon. "We have to organ-
ise our frontier services and
adapt our cities, restaurants,
the whole infrastructure.

“Customs ofliccrs are not
prepared for such a mass
movement. In an emergency
situation the border would be
closed.”

Allan Jury, US Counseclior
for Refugee and Migration Afl-
fairs, admits that "no country
recognises unlimited right to
enter, simply because of hard-
ship in the country of origin.”
The solution is in introducing
humanitarian assistance, so
that people do not starve In
their own country.

Foreign Minister Dicnstbier
advocates firm international
agreements “totally in compli-
ance with human rights” to ab-
sorb any cxodus In an orderly
way. He adds : "‘We think there
should be an international body
to coordinate solving the prob-
lem of immigration. There may
be even some all-European
body, within the frame-
work of the Helsinki
of financing+a solution®, —
GEMINI NEWS

EVE KOUIDRI KUIIN is a
Vienna-based [reelance jour
nalist who writes for the UN
Observer and broadcasis Jor

Deutsche Welle.

rains. It is something
which is enjoyed and rel-
ished by everyone. As a
matler of facl, rain Is
something that our land,
nature and people need.
While it rains, and we
not have ing lo do, we
can spend wa
the rains, sitting beside the
window,

Nevertheless, it mallers
little as to how much a

trouble it Is. It is something
very dear to all of us, isn’l
i

Arambagh.



