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Cuddlepies and Snugglepots

by Fayza Haq

'I‘r’ourad pets — no matter what linr

Secing mangy cats and scrawny dogs in the
market-places and roadsides of Dhaka Is a

common nomenon, It is a reliel that
horses hl;':cncﬂﬂy been removed from the
streets for they have seldom been more than
old bags struggling with their weight of the
wooden (gari).
.  However, well fed pets sunning themsclves
on window sills, or sleek dogs in chain being
taken out for the mry“m and fashionable
moming and evening by scrvants and
of the well-to-do are also another facet
city life. The rich keep their pets in
as a condition as the Queen's
medicines and even sometimes
imported.
that is spent in doctor's bills
sizeable. At times the
the family are better off than some of
humans, who do not get the mollycoddling
coselling that a Siamese or an Alsatian
dog receives. Even a pet goat maybe rated over
a cousin or an aunt by animal lovers.

People can act very intense about Lheir
pets. They might give more importance to
these animals of their fancy than perhaps even
themselves. Before they make sure of their
own dinner or shower or their change of
clothes, aller work, they will rush to see that
their pet cat or dog has had its plate of milk
and bread or juicy bones, or the fresh bowl of
fish from the relrigerator. If there shoyld be
sudden heat or rain they will first ascertain
that their pets are safe rather than be
concerned about their own personal work or
comfort.

A friend of mine and her family were so
fond of animals that their tiny two-roomed flat
was overrun with Siamese cats and their
kittens, a huge hound calicd r and a hairy
mop of a Pomeranian called Pully. A couple of
parrolts and a monkey were also thriving in
that ;

My friend would spend hours clcaning and
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baby out of her stray kitlen. She would not go
anywhere without the spoilt kitten. Queenie

layed and slept in her bedroom all day or
g)lhwnd her about. If she went visiting the
kitten went with her in a basket. Once or
twice it was flown to Rajshahi from Dhaka in a
special cage. The kitten had a whole verandah
to hersell with a sandbox, apart from the
slecping baskct complete with quilt. "I would
be delighted to receive a [raction of the
aflection that an animal in this house gets,”
the husband would sometimes comment with
a wry and tolerant laugh.

Yet another person spent so many hours
playing, bathing and training his dog that his
girl-Iriend was so ballled and jealous of his
fascination for his pct that she simply walked
out on him. "It was with a lot of difficulty that |
sncaked oul ol my parcnt's house to be with
him. Instead of playing chess with me or
listening to our [avourite records, he would
cosset and talk endlessly with his pets. My
skipping, my university classcs, and annoying
the home front, plus the unplcasant rickshaw
ride all the way to a Banani was not worth it, |
decided after all.”

There is nothing pcrverse or particularly
peculiar about being overly engrossed in
animals. Yct it does appear not quite the norm
for the average middle-class person in
Bangladesh to find so much of time, affection
and moncy to heap on what somcone else
might sec as a pile of fur or fcather and little
clsc. As it is, in a place like Dhaka, the
question of lonelincss seldom arises in the
home as il docs in some parts of the west—
specially among the older retired gencration,
where children have grown up and moved
awiry. i
One appreciales dlc londness for pets in
case of a loncly couple or in the question of an
introvert, shy, only child, who wants to
surround himsell with pet fish and parrots.
But when there are a dozen members of
the family clamouring for attention and even
the husband or girl-friend is given a second
place to the domestic lordships, the situation
appears slightly lopsided to onlookers and
outsiders. To rave and rant about the poodle
or pony is the donc thing in Britain or USA yct
this cosetting does seem perhaps somewhat
overdonce on some occasions.

had o be shared with fcathered and furred
friends.
Another acquaintance of mine made a little

perhaps
This is even though one must admit that no
one has the right to undermine or discredit

another's penchants.

Australian books
for DU English
Department

Australian Government has
donated a widc and varied col-
lection of Australian Ifterature
to the libraries of the English
Department of Dhaka Univer-
sity, Notre Dame College and
the Central Public Library
Sunday, reports UNB. -

Australian High Commi-
ssioncr to Bangladesh Mr RK
Gate presented a selection of
the books of twentieth century
Australian Litcrature to Mr

Shah Nazmul Alam, Dircctor of

the Central Public Library.
According to a press re-

lcase, the donation of the

books is a part of Australia's

. cultural rclations programme

in Bangladesh.
The collection includes

novels, poctlry and short sto-
rics representing the works of
a wide range ol Australian
writers both internationally
rcputed and somc ncwly
emerging.

Children's art

exhibition opens

Begum Sufia Kamal, Chair-
person of hu Paris-
had, inaugurated a children's
art exhibition at the Ban-
gabandhu Bhaban in Dhaka
Sunday morning, reports BSS.

The exhibition was organ-
ised by the Parishad as part of

its day-long function in obser-
vance of 71st birth an-
niversary of Bangbandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Sheikh Hasina, Awami
League chief and eldest daugh-
ter of the Bangabandhu, and
members of the Bangbandhu
Parishad were present in the
inaugural function.

Over 500 pieces arts were

put on display in the exhibition

under five categories accord-
ing to age groups. They arc:
Ankur, Kunri, Kali, Puspa, and
Sourava.

Metropolitan

complained onec wvisitor to
an cxhibition of domestic

chemical products,
organised by the
Bangladesh Small and

Chemical Industries Corpo-
ration in Dhaka last weck.
The Sonargaon lotel Ballroom

had been vacated for two
l days last week. This was to

Estai)lishment of tobacco

——

industry protested

Adhunik, a national anti-
smoking organisation in its
annual convention Saturday
expressed concern over the
recent establishment of to-
bacco factory in the country,
reports UNB.

The convention urged the

vernment to withdraw the
acilities It has extended to

manufacture a product which
is financially, morally and ethi-
cally unacceptable.

It 18 contrary to the com-
mitment of the government
decision which vowed not to
help setting up new tobacco
industry in tll'::c country, it
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Thundershower e y

By Staff Correspondent

The city dwellers experienced scorching heat on Sunday
as the ture increased by nearly two degrees Celsius
against the previous day's. The highest temperature recorded
in Dhaka on Sundlz was 35.2 degrees Celsius.

Met office has forecast rain/thundershower accompanied

by temporary gusty wind are likely to occur at one or two
places over the region of Rajshahi, Pabna, Tangail, My -
mensingh and Sylhet.

Weather will remain mainly dry elsewhere over the coun-
try, till Monday. Day temperature may rise one to four degrees

Eager young scientists in the making listening to an explanation at the local chemical
products exhibition '91.

‘ Imported goods now chea ey
Young scientists fail to grow
as levies sap their vitals

accommodate the Local
Chemical Products Exhibi-
tion 91’

Although it earned crédit for
being the first display of its
kind in Bangladesh, yet the
prescntation was less im-
pressive than the annual
prcscentations at the senior
school exhibition such as in
Scholastica, Southbreeze or
cven Maple Leaf. This was
despite the fact that enthu-
siastic parents and eager
teachers had escorted
leams ol children and even
college students for the
show.

Some interesting highlights of

. the display, however, in-
volved an improved stove
that cost Tk 250. The sci-
entists of the Institute of
Fuel Rescarch and Decvel-
opment of the BCSIR
claimed that it involved less
cooking time, kept the
kitchen clcan, reduced fire
hazard, and even checked
deforestation. They farther
claimed that it helped in
the increase of the organic
cycling.

Beside this gadget there was a
gas burning stove that cost
Tk 50 . The authoritics
claimed that it saved 25 per
cent of gas, gave safe fire,
involved cheaper burning
than the normal metal
slove.

The solar ovan which cost Tk
600 involved cooking with
direct sunlight. The makers
claimed to produce pollu-

per

Apart from the innovative
ovens and stoves there were.
numerous exhibits of
chemicals by pharmaceuti-
cal firms and chemical in-
dustries. The display in-

" eluded activated carbon
used for sugar industry, soy-
abecan reflinery, fertilizer
lactorics, pharmaceutical
industrics and food indus-
trics.

There was sodium silicate to
from the soap industry, de-
tergents, and {tems from
paper industry, and silica
gel industry.

Added to this was the precipi-
tated sflicate for rubber,
the product of the solar
ovan as cost-free food that
needed no attention during
cooking.

These stoves and ovens could
be used for both domestic
and industrial purpose. If
you knew the techniques
you could make them your-
selves without spending
much money. These stoyes
were created out of mud,
cement and rods. _

The experts told " The Daily
Star” that Bangladesh burns
100 crores maunds of fuel
cvery year. By using the new
techniques we would, be
saving Tk 1,500 crores.

The latent talents of Bang- | |

ladeshi boys and girls in the
field of scientific innova-
tions are a
natural dmtlj;imm
made expensive by loads of
dutics, are beyond reach of
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Basanta

Utsab
atJU

SAVAR, Mar 17: A day-lo
Basanta Utsab (Spring Festi-
val) was observed today at

Jahangirnagar University to

reports BSS,

Vice-Chancellor of the uni-
versity Prof. Kazi Saleh
Ahmed inaugurated the
colourful festival as the
chief-guest, while eminent
dramatist Mamunur Rashid
attended it as the special
guest.

Mr. Mamunur Rashid thanked
the organisers of the festival
saying Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity was the only univer-
sity where Basanta Utsab
was observed every year.

Students and teachers brought
out a colourful Basanta-jatra
(spring-procession) with
bullock carts on the cam-
pus. They paraded the cam-
pus with colourful caps on,
carrying banners and wear-
ing various types of dresses.

The Utsab included poetry
recitation, Geeti Allekkha,

and songs.

plastic industry. One found
aluminium sulphate potash
alum, ferrus sulphate. cop-
per sulphate. Ammonia
liquor were on display too.

While items like expensive -
attar” too were on exhibit,
some of the items were for
local consumption while
others were for export as
well. The exhibitors bitterly
complained that the custom
duties were so erratic that
it was sometimes cheaper
to buy foreign goods than to
go in for locally produced
items on which there were
hefty production and sale
levies.

— Fayza Hag
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rally said the order passed by
the autocratic Ershad me

in 1987 closing all eating

houses during Ramadan was
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