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Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man
you are likely to kill by |
rash driving may be vou!
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rInside today—g [~ Shahabuddin calls meeting of BNP, AL, 5-party leaders: Khaleda regrets | Holy Ramzan

Cuddlepies and
snugglepots

The rich keep their pets
in almost as good a
condition as Queen's
Corgies with medicine
and sometimes food
that have been
imported.

Page 3

International

. Iraqgi rebels formed an
eight-man body of reli-
gious leaders to run go-
vernment and pleaded

to reject Baghdad's
authority as riots
rocked country.

Page 5
Feature

Science and
Technology

In the second of a two-
part series, Dr. Anwar
Hossain draws a struc-
tural framework for
successful implemen-
tation of the National
Science and Teclmn-

=

A sethar:k for Thm

democracy-II The Third
view by Mahfu; Anam
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Business

Prospect of rural-
based industries

Task Force on Strate-
gies and Role of Small
and Rural Industries
has recommended
re-organisation
of BSCIC.
Page 8

National

I Pre-polls political
commitment stands in
way to loan recovery.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Wage Board Award
implementation
stayed

A Division Bench of High

Court Division on Sunday
stayed for two weeks the im-

plementation . of the Wage
Board Award for journalists
and other employees of the
newspaper industrics, a press
release of Bangladesh Sang-
hndpntrn Parishad said Sunday

Chmesemlhtary
Lteamanali:lstan

ISLAMABAD, Mar 17 : A
Chinese military delegation led

‘General Xuxin, Deputy chiefl

the General Stafl of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army, arrived
in Pakistan for an eight-
dny visit, o said, reports

Slnrvaﬂmdeaﬂ:
in Tripura

AGARTALA, Mar 17 : E
persons including three chil-
dren have died of starvation in
the kalagaonapara village in
Khedacherra Panchayat in
north Tripura district which is
facing acutle food crisis

Metropolitan §

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed has in-
vited 10 political leaders in-
cluding BNP chief m Zia,
Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina and two leaders of the
Fivc-party Alliance to a meet-
ing today at 5-30 pm at

The invitation letters sent
to the leaders did not mention

any agenda. BNP sources told
The Daily Star that the invita-

JL

Chief Election Cmnm1mnnar Justice Abdur Rouf adr.mm ltenng the unth to t.ha MPs-elect Bundny in Bangsad Bhnbnn

tion was probably for an ‘Iftar’
at Bangabhaban.

But Begum Zia has regret-

ted the invitation due to her

pre-occupation, according to

party sources.

A DONP source said the
Acling President has sent the
invitation to Begum Zia to at-
tend an ‘Iftar’ party.

Awami e sources loid
1SS that Sheikh Hasina is go-
ing to meet the Acting

Star Report

President today at 5—30 pm
on an invitation extended to
her. She accepted the invita

tion, BSS said.
When contacted over tele
phone, BNP Gencral

the invitation has been ad-
dressed to the chairperson
alone.

The Acting President is
learnt o have cxtended the
invitation to m Zia and
three other leaders of her
party, Sheikh Hasina and three
other leaders of Awami League
and Rashed Khan Menon and
Khalequzzaman Bhutyan of the
Five-party Alllance on Sunday.

Polftical party sources said

the Acting President did not
consult any one before inviting
the leaders.

Political is saw a
dee crisis in the event of a
stalemate owver transfer of
power. Some of the eeteran
political |caders eriticised
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
for hurriedly calling the meet-
ing without doing ground
work. They held that will

the overall
situation and have al-

ready started viewing the post
clection political develop-

ments with suspicion.

Meanwhile, accepting the
invitation, Sheikh Hasina has
urged the Acting President to
invite the representatives of
BKSAL, CPB, NPAMozallar)
and CGanatantri Dal to attend

the meeting alongwith her.

BNP, Jamaat members take oath today

12 MPs sworn in

By Staff Correspondent

Twelve Members ol Parlia
ment were sworn in by the
chief Election Commissioner
Justice M. A. Rouf at the No. |

Committee Room of the Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliament] on
Sunday.

MPs -elect of Bangladecsh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and
Jamaat-e-Islami are likely o
take oath today (Monday).

A Parliament Secretariat
source sald, Jamaat members
arc likely to take oath before
the MPs-elect of BNP, the ma-
jority party in Parliament.

Sunday's swearing in func-
tion was simple but impres-

taking oath fAlled only one of
the thirteen rows of chairs in
the room. The press gallery
was full.

The MPs-clect entered Lhe
room looking quite comntent
and with smiles on thetr [accs

Mohtuddin Ahmed MP-clect
and the President of
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Awami League [BKSAL) brought
with him a grand daughter
wi'ncss the function.

Of the 12 members who
took oath, four BDKSAL Mcm-
bers had not taken part in any
clection under the Ershad
government

— Star photo sive although the MPs-clect See Page 10 C.:_.I 5
BCL-~JCD gunfight rocks DU campus Ipdegcﬁgent Ml?ls | Bangabandhu's 71st birthday observed
or counci
By Staff Correspondent f ministers h]ldre lﬂl
APSU I‘ally Supporters of Awami L@émﬁmlﬂﬁl;rﬁ Bygtaﬁ'clurrespondent C 'Il Should = OW
tOday ﬁﬁ;ﬁd;ih?ug:nt front left their :ipcctlvr:uhalll :l Three independent MPs true h.].StOI yl Hasm

By DU Correspondent

The All Party Students
Unity (APSU) will hold a rally
today in [front of the National
Press Club demanding imme-
diate trial of the deposed
President Ershad and his
associatlcs.

The APSU will alsd hold a
students rally at the Aparajeo
Bangla monument premiscs on
March 21 demanding freedom
of speech of the individuals
and press, separation of judi-
ciary [rom the administration
and abrogation of all undemo-
cratic amendments and black
laws.

The decisions were taken
in a meeting of APSU held at
the DUCSU building yesterday.

The mecting reviewed the
post-election political sftuation
in the country and expressed
grave concern at the delay of
trial of Ershad and his corrupt
collaborators.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
exc over 100 rounds of
gunshots on the Dhgka
University campus on Sunday

night.

None was reported injured

in the incident.

~. Campus sources said, the

ﬂrlrg started at 8.30 pm and
nued till filing of fhh re-

port at 11.30 pm.

No reason for the armed
clash betweenh the two student
groups could be known imme-
diately.

Witnesses said, the first
gunshots were exchanged the
Chhatra League activists of
Suryasen Hall and the JCD
workers of Mohsin Hall. Later,
the clash spread to adjoining
Zahurul Haq Hall, Kabi
Jasimuddin Hall, Ziaur Rahman
Hall and Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Hall. Most of
the Chhatra League workers
residing in Suryasen Hall,
Jasimuddin Hall, Ziaur Rahman

the clash broke out. Besides,
he panic-sticken gencral stu-
dent, of those halls also fled
the campus, hall residents
said.

Gunshots on the DU campus
were fired for the first time
since the fall of the autocratic
rcgime of Ershad through a
mass umrge in ‘December,
1990, r the fall of ‘the
Ershad government, DU cam-
pus where armed violence was
a rcgular phenomenon during
the last nine years remained
calm.

Sunday's incident is be-
lieved to be a fresh conspiracy
against the unity of the All-
Party Students Unity (APSU)
which played the pioneering
roles in dislodging the Ershad
regime.

An APSU rally is schedule
today on the DU campus de-
manding immediate trial of the
deposed president and his as-

See Page 10 Col 7

Yugoslavia edges closer

BELGRADE, Mar 17: Yu-
goslavia's shaky federation to-
day edged closer to civil war
despite calls for calm from the
embattled state presidency,
reports Reuter,

The destruction of Yu-
goslavia has entered its final
agonising stage, Serbia’'s
Communist President Slobo-
dan Milosevic said in a tele-
vised address blaming an anti-
Serbian coalition for the coun-
try's turmoil. Milosevic said
Saturday that Yugoslavia's bigg-
est republic no longer
recognised the authority of the

federal presidency.
Franjo Tudjman, Prcsident

in rival non-communist Croa-
tia, said it was his republic
that was under threat and
Milosevic was paving the way
to dictatorship.

Milosevic's speech followed
the resignation on Friday of a
close ally and fellow Serb, Yu-

goslav President Borisav Jovic.
Two others quit the eight-
member presidency after the
three fafled to push through a
military plan fur emergency
measures following anti-com-
munist protests in which two
ple were killed. The vio-
ce forced concessions [rom

Serbia.
The remnanls of the state

presidency, which groups rep-
rescntatives of Yugoslavia's six
republics and two provinces,
said political dialoguc was the
only way ahead.

*The presidcncy will ac-
tively strive... to calm down po-
litical passions, national ten-
sions and Lhe propaganda war,
it said in a statement after a
mecting on Saturday.

Rival Croatia and Serbia
have both put their police and
militia reserves on high alert,
prompting many diplomats
and Yugoslav politiclans to

towards civil war

conclude that the chances for
a pcaceful solution are dim-
ming.

It has never been this bad,
onc Western diplomat said.
Events arc moving so quickly
now that they are slipping out
of the hands of those who
think they can control them.

Tudjman said Milosevic was
trying to influence the federal
army, which favours sccurity
measures to deal with the
country’'s worst crisis sinée
World War II.

Milosevic was preparing the

ground for his personal dicta-

torship, said Tudjman, a
former political prisoner.

The presidency member
from the Republic of Macedo-

nia said Miloscvic claimed to
represent Yugoslavy interests
but in fact he offered chaos,
civil war and a tragic outcome
of the crisis.

have said they will not join any
party in parliament and will
advocate parliamentary demo-
cracy which promises incre-

ased role for the MPs.

Talking to newsmen alter
the oath taking v.':u:-ﬂ':rrn'.wntl
Sunday they said Banglades
Nationalist Party which is the
party majority in parliament
should be invited to foMn the
council of ministers.

They said appointment of a

See Page 10 Col 2

Khaleda to retain
Feni seat, Ershad
Pirganj

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Khaleda

Zia who has won five seats in |

the parliament clections will
retain her constituency Feni-1,
according to sources,
Khaleda Zia will quit her
two scats from Dhaka, onc

from Chittagong and one from

The BNP MPs will take oath
today and prior to that Begum
Zia will have to intimate the
Election Commission about
which constituency she will
retain.

Ex-Presidenrt Ershad. who
has also five scats from
Rangpur district will retain his
Pirganj constituency where he
polled comparatively less
number of votes, according to

party sources.

No compulsion
on BNP to change
form of govt,

SC lawyers say

By Supreme Court
Correspondent

The Joint Declaration of the
three alliances puts no com-
pulsion on the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), to in-
troduce a parliamentary form
of government.

A section of Supreme Court
lawyers expressed the view

See Page 10 Col 4

Gorbachev, Yeltsin heading for showdown
Millions vote in controversml referendum

MOSCOW, Mar 17: Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev voted
in a controversial referendum
on a new-style Soviet state to-
day and said a breakup of the
Soviet Union would be a disas-
ter for Europe and the world,
report Agencies .

But, as necarly 20 million
registcred voters from Bering
Strait to Byelorussia went to
the polls to say "Yes" or “No"
to the Kremlin's vision of a re-
shaped Sovict federation, Gor-
bachev and his rival Boris
Yecitsin seemed heading for a

showdown.

“If mad man shouild
arisc to provoke a breakup of
our union, that woild be a dis-
agicr for this country, for Eu-
ropeans, for the entire world,”

Gorbachev told reporters at a
polling statfon near hls
Moscow home.

Across the capital Yeltsin,
ex-Communist leader of the
giant Russian Federation's Par-
liament said he believed Gor-
bachev aimed to preserve the
Soviet system and the Com-
munist Party and Government
bureaucracy without funda-
mental change.

"l think it is impossible to
improve the life of the people
while preserving the system. It
should be destroyed and a new
one based on democratic
principles should be created —
a union of republics under col-
lective ludl:nhip Yeltsin de-
clared.

Radio Moscow reported a

high turnout in the Far East
and Siberia for the poll, which
the official Tass news agency
said voters were flocking to
polling stations in the re-
publics of largely Muslim Cen-
tral Asia, and in Moscow elec-
tion supervisors told reporters
that predictions of a high ab-
stention rate secmed prema-
tare.

The main question in the
country’'s [irst referendum
since it was formally created in
1922 is:

"Do you think it necessary
lo preserve the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics as a re-
newed federation of equal
sovcreign republics in wijich

human rights and liberties will

See Page 10 Col |

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina has said that children
should be taught the true
history of the nation.

She was addressing two
children’'s rallies organised at
Bangabandhu Bhaban on Sun-
day in observance of the 71st
birth anniversary of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujfbur Rah-
man.

Sheikh Hasina alleged that
today’'s children are being kept
away [rom the facts on the
country’'s War of Liberation and
are often being given distorted
views of the War.

Sheikh lHasina said that the
trend to distort the glorious
history of thc nation started
since the assassination of
Bangabandhu in 1975 and she
urged all patriotic citizens to
resist such conspiracics. She
also condemned the Fifth

Amendmcnt to the Constitu-
tion through which trial of
Bangabandhu's killers was
stopped.

Awami League, its front or-
ganisations and various socjo-
cultural erganisat drew_up
programmes obse Danga-
bandhu's 71st birth anniver-
sary in a befitting manncr.

Milad Mahfils were held at
various places and prayers
were offered for the salvation
of the departed soul. Destitutes
were also fed during the day

Party workers and support-
ers started gathering at Banga-

bandhu Bhaban since morning. |

They garlanded the portrait of
Bangabandhu and watched a
day-long painting cxhibition by
children thecre. Sheikh [lasina
distributed prizes among the

winnecrs.
See Page 10 Col 6
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!'I‘.h-t moon
. sighted allover the country

'. mak ing

begins

Ramzan, the holy month of
fasting and ausicrity. begins
loday (Monday) as the moon
was sighted in the country on
Sunday. reports UNH.

The Meoon Sighting

| Commitiee, afler a mecting in
| the evening at the lslamic
| Foundation, announced that

of Ramuan was

Muslim devolees offcred
Sec Pag- 10Col 7

Prices of
essentials

g0 up
Star Economic Report

With Ramzan beginning to
day, prices of r-rnth.h in city
markets have gone u

Items used for ﬂtl.'r have
particularly registered a more
pronounced rise in prices than
others.

Brinjal which is wused iIn

ni” —an ftem for
itar— sold Sunday at Taka 10 a
kg. Only a week ago the price
was Taka 5 to 6 per kg

Gram, a common item for
“iftar” sells now at Taka 20 a
kg while a week ago 1t sold at
Taka 18 to 18

The price of sugar has gone
up to Taka 32 a kg from Taka
29. Soyabean ofl was sold on
Sunday atl Taka 32 a Mre

Sec Page 10 Col B

AL leader
joins JP

By Staff Correspondent

Former Awami Leaguc MI’
Asadul Haque Khashru joincd
Jatiya Party on Sunday at the
Gulshan residence of Mizan
Chowdhury.

Khashru, who was clected
MP in 1986 from Narsingdhi -
5 was a coniral commillee
member of Krishak League -
the Peasant Front of Awami

League. He resigned from the

primary membership of Awami
League on March 14 and de-

cided to join Jatiya Party for
what he said, his “political
survival”.

Talking to The Daily Star at
the residemce of JP acting
chairman Mizan Chowdhury
Khashru said there is no last
word In politics, but no one
should remain associated with
Awami League, when the party
has bececome a forum of vested
interests.

Khashru, who fafled to ob
tain Awami Lcague tickcl for
the parllament election and

See Page 10 Col 7
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OUR OBJECTIVES::
* o carry on business in strict compliance with Islamic Shariah .
*  To eliminate usury or interest from Banking practices.
*  Tooffer a means of investment based on Islamic modes.

Our 22 Branches throughout the country and correspondents all
over the world are committed to extend any service you ask for.

£ AL BARAKA BANK BANGLADESH LTD.

The Bank Which Shares and Cares
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AL BARAKA BANK [§

A challange to conventional Banking
under the Principles of

Islamic Shariah
with modern Banking lacilities.
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