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inh:p polllm u]:m after the ninth general
o n er o reside :
R‘m:":m'; ok i e LLQ?:di:msd::: After four months in office the Indian government of Chandra Shekhar lost
gigantic democratic exercise will take place ;’It support (fﬂlf C:':;f?ﬂl (I Pﬂfly led by Rqﬂn Gandhi and had to fﬁ'ﬂ.
general election have to be held, barely 18 months after the last one.

No party really wants another election so soon, mainly because no one is
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Women at the Sangsad

around mid-may. The parliament has been
dissolved paring the way.
Venkataraman was reluctant to burden the

The search is on by the political parties for | . HeSamar : s @overnment in fwo states. West Bengal and
ge expenditure — unofficial  confident of victory but also because of the huge expense at a time Kerala —
candidates who can fill the 30 reserved seats | calculations put it at four billion races & o ,,_;:';_,“‘:',‘;::;:: gz pesprem e

for women at the Jattya Sangsad. Judging by the economic difficulty.
fact that over 350 have already applied for | ==

nominations from the Bangladesh Nationalist |

particularly at a time when India was passing

through a serious economic crisis aggravated by
the Gulf war.

L

was that in most of the 528 parliamentary with regional parties in Andhra Pradesh, Tamil

Janata Dal Parties — one led by former Prime
Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh and the other
by Shekhar — but all political parties insisted
that a popular verdict alone could clear up the
mess created by the minority government
experiment.

Political pundits are secptical that a general
election can usher in an era of political stability.
But they believe the atmosphere will be better
than the sickening phase through which the

He was left with no alternative but to order constituencies (elections w 14 ts in Assam \

Party (BNP). the interest among our female | 4. gemocratic exercise In the end G, Goutl Bht be hadll & wed & s Juatey  Nube wm&* ST - u e M- “”“:-ﬂ in this belt. encept
population in entering the parliament must | Shekhars minority government lasted only four  between Congress and candidates. Dal, which secured 139 seats in the Lok The Hindi-speaking area, with feudal
indeed be great. probably greater than on | months, although Rajiv Gandhi, leader of the The rightist Bharatiya Jenata Party (BJP) Sabha in 1989, has weakened as a result of the background, i fertile ground for u'n.;“ -
previous occasions. single largest party in the Lok Sabha (lower  which wants to use the Hindu communal card, split and loss of power in the states — three Dal obscurantist and reactionary ideas and m‘]

At a time when women leaders occupy top po- house of parliament). had promised to keep the will go 1t alone this time. No secular party is States were taken over by Chandra Shekhar's the BJP has considered inflluence in the belt and

of th | nﬂnnﬂtyguw:rnmcnlafhatfnratitastaytm whwhﬂ,Mﬂhl ) p-rty.thcdamh[}dﬂnmh-u. mhwnMI th

sitions ¢ two major pa y SRRy TRY Wt Gandhi was secretly manipulating to come 10 Janata Dal and the Mardst Communist Party- Vishwanath Pratap Singh is banking on the The Hindi-speaking region iIn the nerth is
der if there is much justification for the allocation power with the help of defectors from the two led front will make commoh electoral cause support of backward castes and Muslims and he more populous. Uttar Pradesh (UP). Bihar,

of reserved seats for female members at the
Sangsad. Just now, our answer to the question
remains on the aflirmative. The rise of selected
women leaders to leadership positions in the two
parties, the BNP and the Awami League, does not
necessarily prove that women's participation in
national politics, especially at the parliamentary
field, has reached a satisfactory level. But we

India: hov parties ended up in 1989poll

would certainly hope that it won't be long before higgest in the world has passed in
women themselves seek the end of the present he last few months. - Another imponderabie
preferential system. I If there 1s again a hung parliament, as most i e 1s the sbehiiny

of some important state governments like UP.
Bthar and Gujarat '

political leaders believe, the mood of the
political parties will be basically different from
what it was after the last general election.

They will be a much better frame of mind
psychologically to accept the new political
reality of coalition government. In 1989, the
non-congress parties did come closer and
cooperate with each other but they were
unprepared for the formation of a coalition
government.

Congress, which ruled almost
uninterruptedly for four decades, still dreams of
a return to power with an absolute majority. If
its illusion is shattered in the midterm poll it
will approach politics more realistically and its
divine right psyche will change.

Meanwhile, we urge upon the political parties
lo consider carefully as to what kind of women
candidates should enter the race. Since the elec-
tion will be by secret ballot, we like to think that
the BNP, with its reported alliance with the
Jamaat, will not necessarily capture all the 30
seats and that other parties, including AL, will
also have their share. Here, much depends on
what kind of candidates are nominated by the
parties. In our view, the parties should look for
some oulstanding women, especially from the
field of social work, instead of traditional party
loyalists who want to be rewarded for their alle-
giance to the leaders. If the approach is thus de-
politicised and the emphasis is placed on both

Congress support.

Their Chief Minister — Mulayem Singh Yadev
of UP and Chimandhai Patel of Gujarat — may
either stick to Shekhar or desert him and form

Chandra Shekhar, in the short span of his
four-month rule was helped by his ‘political
approach to problems. He proved a better
strategist than Gandhi and enhanced his

by the way he ended his

personal |
I‘nmynmu:t‘htﬁnndu But his great handicap

Gandhi would have liked the midterm poll

early next — his astrologers had predicted a OORREENY is that he has
social commitment and expertise, successlul | better future after Feb 1605 — Lacmuds his R e mnu ton ';;rnh the r:::m .
candidates would certainly make a valuable con- assessment is that the popular mood has not yet ey N is El fragmented today t} ml Irl T -I. The '
tribution to the pﬂﬂiﬂﬂlﬂﬂlﬂl‘}' discussion on such turned in his part's favour. He had calculated g L L AU only positive outcome of the next ol

Total: 525 seats

that in a year's time other political parties would
have: become further discredited.
He has one advantage this time : the non-

issues as family planning, employment for
women, the dowry system and the drive for fe- |
male eduction. The Sangsad, indeed the country

election can be a healthy regard for programme-
based coalition governments. — GEMINI NEWS
D.K. JOSHI a graduate of Licknow University,

[

as a whole, will certainly benefit from hearing au-
thentic women's voices on these — and other —
issues. Again, the parties should not confine their
attention to university graduates or to the prod-
ucts of urban centres. There should be women
activists in rural Bangladesh, like some of the
newly-appointed directors of the Grameen Bank,
who may also deserve to take their place in our
parliament. This is surely one way of giving the
Jatiya Sangsad a grassroot appeal, making it
especially relevant to all sections of our people.

Al some point, the next government may also
consider new ways ol increasing the participation
of women in administration, especially at the de-
cision-making level. A woman Cabinet Minister is
almost certain to be in charge of "Women's
Allairs". But, then, why should anyone assume that
another woman cannot be in charge of education,
health or information ? And aren't there women
officials qualified enough to be director-generals
or secretaries ol ministries ? The fact that the
next elected Prime Minister will be a woman cer-
tainly seems a dramatic achievement. But the
country is also looking for a breakthrough on a
much broader question, namely, the participation
of women in our national affairs.

For a New-look BTV

Bangladesh Television authorities are seeking
viewers' opinion on programmes put out by BTV.
This is a most welcome piece of news, assuming
the feedback will have the desired impact.

We accept that BTV has to operate within
certain parameters of political and social
constraints. But we also hope that, with the

ence of a freer, more liberal atmosphere in

the political arena, such constraints will become
less pronounced, if not altogether extinct.

 The single-channel BTV has had monopoly

control over the airwaves and advertising revenue |

since its birth. Unfortunately, such a favourable
position has not been utilised to improve
standards of programmes to any recognisable
degree. A change over from monochrome to
colour does not necessarily mean progress.
Ministry of Inforfnation limitations may have
hampered BTV efforts to improve its news
- presentation as well as programmes related to
socio-political issues. But the same cannot be said
of its light entertainment offerings, where
standards vary and imagination is lacking. Heavy
educational and religious programmes are often
slotted In during peak viewing hours when
viewers are really looking for relief from the
drudgery of the day.

Te n should redefine its role to suit the
changing times. It would be unrealistic to expect
BTV to change overnight from being a
government spokesman, to an independent
broadcaster. The real initiative to make BTV a
truly independent, autonomous corporation, free
of Ministry of Information control, can only come
from the government. A Magna Carta for
broadcasting is what we expect from an elected,
representative government, without any
interference or brow-beating from any quarter.

But BTV must initiate moves to reform itselfl
from within and prepare the ground for future
change. Greater professionalism in presentation,
particularly in news and socio-political
programmes, is badly needed. Timing of
programmes and the quality of programmes
themselves ought to receive more thought.

Bangladesh Television does not lack money:
what it lacks are tion and initiative. But it
would do well to remember that its monopoly
position does not carry a life time guarantee. In
an age of satellite broadcasting, BTV can no
longer hide behind its Rampura fortress and
consider itsell immune to change. It can begin by
looking towards the viewing public for direction.
not the Ministry of Information.

Congress parties will not be united. A big factor

in the electoral humiliation of Congress in 1989

Joined the Bombay Free Press Journal in 1946

and

later the Indian Express.

Nawaz Sharif Serves Warmed-over Plans

AKISTAN once again
scts a course tow-
ards rapid industri-

alisation this time under the
leadership of its first indus-
trialist Prime Minister, Mr.
Mian Nawaz Sharil.

Financc Minister Sartaj Aziz
said the government intends
lo double the country's indus-
trial base in five years. This
mcans an average annual
growth of 20 per cent.

To convince Pakistanis it
means business, the govern-
ment immediately followed its
announced goal with an order
for the denationalisation of a
nationalised commercial bank
giving intcrested private par-
lics only 11 days to bid for the
institution,

An invitation was also issued
lo the private sector to set up
an airline.

The government's an-
nouncement and subsequent
moves are being mcet with a
great deal of skepticism.

The goal of industrialisation
has bcen pursued by cvery
Pakistani government since
the military regime of General
Zia-ul-llaq. Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto also made in-
dustrialisation a priority of her
government.

Since the early 1980s, the
governmenl has been Lrying Lo
encourage the private sector to
help hasten the industrialisa-
tion of Pakistan.

The less-than-enthusiastic
responsc to Mr. Sharil's "Rapid
Industrialisation Policy” is

typified by a paid advertise-

menl placed by his own col-
leagues in the All-Pakistan
Textile Mills Association. The
advertisement said, "Mr. Prime
Minister, your give us land
order, we will give you indus-
trialisation.”

Much of the Pakistanis’
rescrvation stems from the
fact that the package prepared
by Mr. Sharil's government in
pursuit of industrialisation
sccms lo be just a warred-
over version of similar pro-

grammes [rom his predeces-
S0rs.

This is particularly true for
the announced deregulatory
measures and incentives for
the industrialisation of rural

Babar Ayaz writes from Karachi
This is particularly true for the announced deregulatory measures and incentives fn_r
rural industrialisation
areas free from feudalism and out- It has also been noted that  ery

Another concern is whether
or not Mr. Sharif's dcregula-
tion plan will get the support
of the Pakistani burcaucracy,
which is strongly identified
with President Ghulam Ishaq

Khan. There are reports that

the Ministry of Finance is still
under the control of the
President and the finance min-
ister himself, Mr. Aziz, is more
Mr. Khan's man than Mr.
Sharil's.

This perception is giving
some people in the business
circle cause for concern.

In the past, Mr. Khan has
opposed a government policy
cncouraging the investment of
"black money” in industry with
no qucstions. asked. The
President called the proposal,
when it was aired during the
regime of Mr. Zia, “"giving
premium on dishonesty.” He
said allowing the occasional
laundering of money encour-
ages tax evasion.

Despite his protests, how-
cver, Mr. Zia's government
adopted policies which al-
lowed the “whitening” of
"black money."

Incentives designed to en-
courage the industrialisation of
rural areas also do not strike
many Pakistanis as particularly
[resh. The only apparent dif-
ference is that the new pack-
age of incentives gives priority
to backward areas, followed by
rural and urban areas. |

Still, many recall that in the
past, regardless of incentives
offered, industrialists has
becen concentrated
Pakistan's major cities.

Indusltrialists point out that
the industrialisation of back-
ward arcas is extremecly difli-
cult because of lack of infras-
tructure. These places are also

‘too remote resulting in in-

creased cost of production.
Government policy so far
has ignored the fact that in-
dustrialisation is only possible
where rural socicty has been

near

dated modes of distribution.
In.a country where majority
of the rural population does
not have any purchasing
power, the Eteracy rale is very
low and infrastructurc is not

available, all incentives for ra-.

ral industrialisation arc of very
little use.

incentives for indusirialisation
have not been linked. to job
creation. Ggvernment policies
have cncouraged capital-inten-
sive expansion, particularly the
use of automation. Tax breaks
and excmplions [rom dutics
have encouraged businessmen
to import expensive machin-

Thus, very little has been
accomplished in terms of re-
ducing very high unemploy-
ment and underemployment
rates in Pakistan.

The style and spced with
which the government has
tried to effect the policy of de-
nationalisation, while criti-

cised by financial experts, have
helped reassure the business
community that the govern-
ment is going to be tough and
determined In the pursuit of
its avowed objectives.

Scveral businessmen have
expressed willingness to avail

‘. of the incentives given by the

government despite conecern
about the sufficiency of foreign
exchange for the import of the
machinery and raw materials
needed to pursue the goal of
industrialisation. — Depthnews
Asia

NLIKE most other Arab
I l oil-producing countr-

les, Iraq is relatively
richly endowed with human
and material resources. It has a
population of some 18 million,
and given adequate investment
and planning would probably
be capable of meeting most of
its food requirements.

Following successive rises
in the price of oil after 1973,
Irag embarked upon-:an ambi-
tious development pro-
gramme, involving industry,
infrastructure, hcalth, educa-
tion and housing, that il con-
tinued on the scale on which it
had begun could have made it
one of the most prosperous
and dynamic economies in the
region.

Instead, Iraq's development
prospects and the welfare and
prosperity of its pcople have
been largely sacrificed to the
ambitions and bellicosity of its
lcadership. The oil revenues
have becen squandered on a
long, [ruitless, and—as the
lcadership itsell admitted in
August 1990—ultimately
pointless war with Iran, which
brought the country deeply
into debt; per capita income
lell by about 25% from 1980
when the war started to 1988

| when it ended.

-Over the same period, the

Iraqi armed forces grew from
about 190,000 men in 1979-

BO to around 1 million in
1987-88, with twice as many

by Marion Farouk-Sluglett and Peter Sluglett  'rous collapse in oil prices.

combat aircraflt and three
times as many tanks. From
1973 to 1978, military expen-
diture grew by an average of
29% a year, and by some 31%
a year from 1979 to 1985,
while oil revenues fell by 61%
from 1979 to 1980 and con-
tinued at the same reduced
levels throughout the war.
When the war ended, quite
apart from the human cost
(estimates of the number of
killed range from 150,000 to
200,000), Iraq had lost most
of its pre-war foreign exchange
reserves [some US$35 billion)
and owed from $50 to $60 bil-
lion to Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia, $24 billion to the Organi-
salion for Economic Coopera-
tion and Dcvelopment, and
$10 billion to the Soviet

Union.
Persecution

Iraq’'s own responsibility for
the current state of affairs is
undeniable, and this can be at-
tributed only to the hunger to
gain power and supremacy,
both within Iraq and in the
Arab world as a whole, that
Saddam Hussein has exhibited
consistently since the middle
1970s.

In 1975, thc Kurds were
forced to accept a highly di-
luted form of autonomy within

[ The Tragedy Brought on Iraq

Iraq. in 1977 the cam
against the Shi'i religious
establishment began: and in
19728 the regime turned
against the Communist Party,
its partner in a National Front
since 1973,

The sheer scale of the per-
secution carried out by the
present leadership against its
own citizens almost defies de-
scription. Thousands of Iraqis
have been executed, tortured,
imprisoned, or expelled sihce
the Baa'th came to power,
culminating perhaps in the
chemical weapons attacks on
the Kurdish arcas in the spring
and summer of 1988, when
between 15,000 and 20,000
civilians were killed.

Prestige Projects

Saddam Hussein's recent
activities only underline the
regime’s direct responsibility
for the eurrent erisis. Although
Iraq’s economic situation
when the war with Iran ended
in July 1988 was certainly bad,
it could not he described as
desperate, given the country's
substantial oil reserves. Pru-
dent house tight con-
trols on imports, and ghecks
on government spending
would have brought about
gradual economic recovery,

paign
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Richest woman

Sir, Queen Elizabeth 1] is
the richest woman in the
world, according to
Harpers and Queen
magazine. This was possible
due to rising price of her
jewellery and winning race-
horses eic.

But one single factor
which has helped the ac-
cumulation of wealth is the
Queen's exemption from
taxes,

Well whalever may be
the reason, it must feel
great to be declared the
richest among all women in
the world. More so, when
we all know that women
are fond of wealth. For, it is

e
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provided there was no disas-

llowever, such licies
were not adopted. ile the
rebuilding of the cities, the in-
frastructure and industry was
certainly an important target,
$5 billion a year over the pe-
riod 1988-92 was allocated to
rcarmament and only $2.5 bil-
lion to reconstruction, which
included such prestige pro-
jects as “viclory™ monuments
and a ncw presidential palace,
a rcllection of the leadership’s

priorilics.
The outbreak of hostilities
certainly Invelves [lurther

scnscless loss of life in pursuit
of a policy that once again is
purely a refllection of Saddam

. Hussein's ambitions. There are

no widely held irredentist
sentiments among [ragis that

Kuwail is really of
t!:lt its mlmlndl::h

sade.
1I:m"ﬂ'I'm.lm-ml'l:r the next weeks

and months held in store for

iraq, its recent m is a

terrible of and
misery, of degradation and

suffering of a people at the
hands of a dictator and his

regime. The slogan of one of

the leading Iraqi opposition
parties has

country and a |
while this is no

been "a free
PRer's
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often sald that diamonds
are a woman's best [riends.
And how is she able to get
those precious diamonds,
until and unless, she is
rich? .

How great the feeling is
with HRH the Queen, I
don't know. Well 1 wish my
best to those women who

have been able to achieve

the age-old desire of.all
women i.e. (o be rich !

Romana Haliz
Banani, Dhaka

Fashion show and
rural craft
Sir, The photograph and

your caption about Aarong's
lashion show in your paper

=
m—
=

p—
=
==

- L e e
== m=s = == ===

of the 14th March says it
all, but my friends and I
[eel very strongly about it
and therefore felt we must
wrilte.

Aarong has the nerve to
say it is a nonprofit
marketing outlet for rural
cralts yet its numerous
shops are full of mass
produced machine made
products like dinner sets,
metalware ete. The [ashion
show is the ultimate in
contradiction of rural crafts
or Bangladeshi ethos. Any
excuse of catering for
foreign tastes is
ridiculous—we are sup-
posed to promote Ilqcal
crafts and styles. Foreign
buyers are not the priority;

certainly not if we have to
display vulgar outfits like
the one in yo(r photograph.

Fayza Huq's article, on
the other hand, reflects
her reaction to a compli-
mentary invitation rather
than her instinctive re-

sponse. .

L

Endeavour

Sir, A person in Berlin is
said to have grown his
moustache about 1,20 me-
ires in length. He has
worked about two years to-
wards achieving this.

Each day he spends
about two hours, taking

4
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care of his moustache. Now
his moustache has taken a

“particular shape of which

he is quile proud. A recent
news ilem said he was seen
displaying it in a very proud
manner.

This shows that f we
want to do something, it is
possible. However it may
not work oul every time,

bul at (imes we are suc-
cessful in doing whal we
wanl o do.

Trial and error in no way
should discourage us from
trying things we wanl Lo
do, and sirongly believe
aboult.

Roufl Mojumdar
Kathal Bagan.
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