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Dreadful Companions

A [riend ol mine woke up one day to find a coin-
sized round white spot on her scalp where the hair
had disappeared. Across town, someonc's favorite
dopatia had a neat small hole in it In yet another
houschold, a man discovered his nails were shorter

in the morning.

As these mysterious shearings swoeep across the
city every morning, one question resounds: who is
the agent of these delinquencies? The culprit lies
hidden in drawers, cupboards, and drainpipes.
The city-dweller's source of never-ending disgust

and fear, the cock-
roach, that little
pest that Noah
should never have
allowed on the Ark.

Billions of
cockroaches jostle
for space in this
city (Lhough an of-
ficial census is yet
o be taken). "I |
ever leave this
country, itUll be
because of the
cockroaches,”
says one housec-

wife. Who hasn't

stepped into the
bathroom in the
middie of the night
only Lo see a brown

spol scullle away across the floor ? Or reached
towards a shcll to find one’s favorite book punctured
wilh cockroach bites? The ubiquitous insect breeds
at a prolific rate and has a special tough wing-case
Lo resist squashings under the hardest of sandals.
Colour and markings diflferentiate sub-specics,
but they all nibble at the same dangerous rate.
If, there is anything more [rightcning than a
spider creeping stcalthily down the wall five inches
from your [ace, it's a cockroach zooming through
the dark like a Patriot missile. "It's when they fly
that | can’t take #,” admits one victim. In our

by S.Bari

desperation, we spend hundreds every month buy-
ing insccticide sprays and mothballs. The owner of
a Banani general store said he sells a good
five cans on a busy day. At Tk 140 per can for the
more expensive brands, this amounts to a tidy sum

for shopowners and pesticidal giants, Mcanwhile,

The ubiquitous cockroach

luggage.

medical scientists

By Staff Correspondent

AlDS is a discasc thal plagucs
and ballles medical Expcrts
from US to Africa and the
subcontinent. What uscd to
be dreaded plague during
the Middle Ages and even at
the time of Charles Il is to-
day replaced by AIDS.

There are advertisements
overseas providing you with
all types of imformation on
this sickness from leallets
te TV ads and even
Madonna's videos. It is per-
haps even morc hopeicss
and incurable than the
other drcaded disecase,
cancer,

Axizul Huq, a CNRs stall scien-
tist, and the head of the
Laboratorics of Cellular
Immuneology in Protozoan
Parasitcs, was here giving a
lecture on AIDS Saturday at
the Alliance Francaise. Most
of the members of the audi-
ence were Bangladeshi doc-
tors who were keen to learn
from this expert from the
Institute Pasteur in Lille,
France

Speaking about the IV virus
Azizul Huq spoke of how the
virus was Lransmitted by
homosexual caontact and
how it could bec spread even
by drug addicts who shared
the contaminated ncedle,
Polluted blood, touched by
AIDS virous can also trans-
fer the disease, he informed
the audience.

When children were born to
infeeted mothers the AIDS

can persist despite antibod-
ics onc was told. Mr. Aziz
also said that perhaps in-
fected insects too could
transmit the discase.

Mr Azizul Huq again spoke on
scope. of medical rescarch
in Bangladesh. lHe dcalt
with all the subjects with
knowledge and simplicity.
lie used interesting slides.

Red Crescent
fund-raising
starts in city

The lund raising and mem-
bership enrollment drive-91 of
the Bangladesh Red Crescent
Socicty was launched at a
simple cerepony in Lthe city,
Saturday, reports BSS.

The Chairman of the
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society (BDRCS) Major General
(Rtd) A. F. M. Abdul Hugq for-
mally declared the drive open.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Mr. Ekramul Amin,
Trecasurer and Major (Rtd) Ali
llassan Quorecshi, Seccretary
General of the BDRCS.

In his inaugural speech,
General Huq Asked the offi-
cers, members and volunteers
of the socicty to makc the
drive a success. He also called
upon the philanthropic per-
sons and organisations to make
gencrous donation te the fund
of the BDRCS.

' CROSSWORD PUzzuslqI

E.M.Forster once wrote
of the world did not know the difference between
interior and exterior. What is surprising is that no
onc has yet exploited their domestic cockroaches
for export o countries where they are a delicacy. In
Bangkok, a trip to the market must include a look
at the baskets full of wriggling beasts. Portly Thai
matrons snill critically to judge the quality and
freshness. Think of thal next time you swear and
swal at a potential foreign-currency eamer.

AIDS still baffles |
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the aflliction does not vanish. The cockroaches
grow hardier, and our lungs grow weaker.

For those who cannot aflford to spend a third of
their income on a defence budget against cock-
roaches, there are the usual home-made remedies.

Unilecss you like

you clothes
neatly perforated
at strategic

points, il's best
not W stack them
too tightly.
Drawers should
be kept light and
airy. Putting
strainers over
open drain holes
will deter would-
be munchers.
One insider tip is
to put bay lcaves
in the clothes
rather than
mothballs. This
ensures security,
and at the same

time you don’t smell as il you were part of King Tut's

that insccts in this part

Course on
potentials of
mind ends

A second course on proven
techniques to increase the

"potentials of your mind,” has -

ended with 42 men and
women participating in 1L, re-

ports BSS.
People [from dillerent
strata, including a former

member of the Parliament, at-
tcnded the 4- day course con-
ducted by Profl HHammed Qazi,
who lives in London.

Profl Qazi said the technique
shows how to cxprcss more of
hour human potentials and dc-
velop training to incrcasc
awarcness of one's infinite
mental faculties.

Former Adviser for
Agriculture, Azizul Haq gave
away the certificates on
Saturday to the participants,
who narrated their experi-
ences and bencfits.

Prof Hammed will conduct
course in Pakistan - his first-
in May beforc he comes to
Bangladesh to organise his
third where people are taking
morc intcrest in it

Prof Mafizul
Islam critical
By Staff Correspondent

Prof. Mafizul Islam, a vet-
eran parliamentarian, a noted
lawyer and a reputed author is
seriously ill in his Comilla res-
idence, a me e reccived in
Dhaka said | |

Once a close aide of former
Chief Minister Ataur Rahman
Khan, Prof Islam had under-
gone brain operation last yecar
following a stroke. He was op-
crated upon by Prof. Rashidud-
din Ahmed.

New body
formed

A 31-member central
cxecutive council of "National
Association of Diploma Health
Technologists™ was formed at
its first national conferencc
held in Dhaka on Friday, a
press release of the association
said on Saturday, rcports BSS.

Md. Shamsul Azam and Md.
Zahirul Islam were elected
President and General Secre-
tary of the association while
Alamgir Ahmed was clected
organising secrctary.

Programme
Sunday

5-00 Opening and recitation
from Al-Quran

5-20 News in Bengali

5-30 Hashi-Khushi : Childre-
n’s Programme

5-565 Perspective : Documen-
tary Film

6-20 Sports programme

7-05 Today's Songs

7-60 Today's next pro-
gramme

8-00 News in Bengali

9-00 Drama Serial : Ossim

9-50 Tomorrow's pro
gramme

10-00 News in English

10-30 Raag Rang

11-30 News

11-45 Closing

Water supply
contaminated
in East Rampura

The residents of East
Rampura have been using wa-
ter contaminated by leakage of

sewerage into the supply line
jor about a week, sulferers al
leged, reports UNB

They said the lkcakage had
been caused by rconovation
work on the scwer line along
lhe East Rampura road,
blocking drainage ol scwerage
[rom the arca.

Courtyards of many low-ly
ing houses have been flooded
by stinking water which is
mixing with the drinking wa-
ter supplied by the Water and
Scwerage Authority (WASA).

Some landlords said they
had infermed concerned au-
thorities including WASA men,
but without any remedy so far.

s inhuman.” sald a resi
dent, adding many are com-
plaining ol gastre-dinal and
skiin ailments for using the rot-
ten watcr for all housechold

purposcs.

Extension of
Saudi re-entry
visa demanded

Bangladeshis on war-time
leave from their employment
in Saudi Arabia on Saturday
appealed to the authoritics for
immediate extension of visas.
reports UNB.

Nearly 4,000 workers, in-
cluding female nurses, have
been stranded here due to
suspension of all commercial
Mlights following the Gull war,
the sufferers told a press con-
fcrence at the National Press
Club Saturday afternoon.

The authoritics are delaying
the process of extending their
rc-enlry visas, which expired
during stay here, they alleged.

Their posts in the Kingdom
may nol remain vacant for
long, they feared and urged
the government for necessary
steps for their early return to
work.

President of the committec
Alhaj Mohammed Kalu Bhuiyan
and Secretary Alhaj Moha-
mmed Nasiruddin were among
others who addressed the

conlference.

Day temperature
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'Mr

Jyoti Basu greets Khaleda

Democracy in Bangladesh to

reach newer heights : WB Speake

The Speaker of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly,
Mr Hashim Abdul Halim, said
in Dhaka on Saturday night
that the people In India, par-
ticularly those in West Bengal,
hcartily welcomed the emer-
gence of democracy in

| Bangladesh, reports BSS

Talking to newsmen al a
reccplion held by the Indian
High Commissioner Mr. K
Srinivasan, Mr Halim said he
was here on a short visit to ex-
lend sincere greetings to the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
and the Bangladesh Awami
League in the new phase of

democracy in Bangladesh.

Mr. Halim, who arrived In
Dhaka on Seturday on a day's
visit, his first, said that he had
a mecting with BN leader and
former aker Mirza Golam
Hafiz in the absence of Begum
Khaicda Zia, who was outside
the capital. and with Sheikh
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The UNICEF Chief Programme Officer of Communication and Information Neill McKee
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addressing a launching ceremony of Eid greeting cards in city on Saturday. Seen also (from
left) are Dhaka Club President Nuruddin Ahmed, Manzur-e-Mowla, and Delwar Ali Khan.

UNICEF launches Eid cards

United Nations . Children's
Fund (UNICEF) on Salurday
launched some alluring Eid
greeting cards for 1991,
The cards will raise moncy
for supporting some under-
privileged children progra-
mme as well as creating
awarcness among Lhe
pcople,

At a simple ceremony organ-
fsed by Dhaka Club, the
speakers praised such ef-
[orts of fund collecting for
the underprivileged chil-
dren.

Monzur-c-Moula, Social

| » w
will rise
By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundershower accompanicd by temporary gusty
wind likely to occur at onc or two places over the regions of
Rajshahi , Pabna, Bogra, Mymensingh, Comilla and Sylhet.
Weather will remain mainly dry elsewhere. Day lemperature
is likely to rise by one to two degree Celsius.,

The sun scts on Sunday at 6.08 pm and rises on Monday at

6.05 am.

Weather remained dry over the country on Saturday. Day
tcmperature remained nearly unchanged except in a few

placcs where it rose.

The highest temperature of 34.4 degree Celsius was

recorded at Rajshahi.

Qutlook for subsequent two days : little change.
Extended outlook for another five days : no change.
The temperature and humidily of some citics recorded on

Saturday were :
City Temperature in Celsius Humidity %
max min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 33.6 22.7 70 46
Chiitagong 33.3 229 | 78 60
Rangpur 33.7 20.5 69 54
Sylhet 33.4 20.5 75 56
Comilla 33.5 21 90 74
Khulna 34.7 22 71 54
Cox's Bazar 33.8 23 73 73
Rajshahi 35.2 19 62 43
Maximum temperature of some international cities :
Beijing : 11 Karachi 34
Hong Kong : 24 Bombay 32 .
Singapore 33 Bangkok 37
Calcutta 33 Delhi 30

— ~

Entire Fakirapool area in city plunged into darkness
following elacm?:onhart circuit on Saturday night. The Fire
Brigade personnel, however, came when the damage was
done. Huge electric accessories were damaged. Seen in the
Star photo is the short circuit.

By Staff Correspondent

Welfare Sccretary, in his
chicl guest's speech said it
is possible lo improve the
lot of the necdy children
through such cllorts.

lHe said two goals can be
achicved through the Eid
cards introduced by
UNICEF, greeting the dear
ones and at the same time
helping the needy children
with the money.

landed the role of Dhaka
Club In such social works.
lle said the members ol
Dhaka Club will be able to
make such movements a
SUCCESS,

Nuruddin Ahmwed, President ol
the Dhaka Club, said the afl-

fluent people should re-
member the unfortunate

children on the Eid day and
should buy UNICEF cards to
help the organisation to
carry on its job.

He

lle pledged Dhaka Club’'s
commitment to participate
in futurg campaigns of
UNICEF.,

Delwar Al Khan, Senfor
Programme Officer of
UNICEF, said the moncy
collected even from the sale
of a single card can help the

Anniversary of
Abul Mansur's
death Monday

The 12th anniversary of the

death of late Abul Mansur
Ahmad, the renowned littera-
teur, journalist and politician
of the Sub-Continent will be
observed on Monday with due
sol¢mnity, says a press release.

The Abul Mansur Ahmad
Mcmorial Committee has dra-
wn up elaboratc programme.
As per the decision of the
Committee, the death and the
birth anniversaries of the late
leader will be observed on
March 18 and September 3
respectively each year. While
the death anniversary will be
limited mostly to religious
functions, the birth anniver-
sary will include discussion

" mectings and cultural func-

tions.

On. the oecasion ol the
12th death anniversary, various
cultural and literary organisa-
tions have chalked out clabo-

rale programme which include
Quran Khani and distribution

of alms to the destitutes at .

Dhaka & Mymensingh. .

Abul Mansur Ahmad
Mcemorial Commitiee has ar-
ranged Quran Khani at the
Dhanmondi residence of the
late leader at 61, Dhanmondi
Residential Area, Road No. 6A
(new) Dhaka at 5 p.m. on

day. Ziarat at the mazar of the
late leader at National Grav-
eyard at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
will also be held the same

morning.

!

life of at least three diar-
rhoea aflected children. He
sald main killer discascs
like diarrhoca, acute respi-
ratory infection etc can be
treated at a very small cost

Neil McKee, Chiel Programme
Officer of Communication
and Information, UNICEF,
saild the campaign pro-
gramme through cards not
only helps the poor chil-
dren, it also helps the
artists of the devecloping
countries.

Each card costing Taka 13 will
be available at all card
shops.
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I'hlhhcm'u-rm
behall of the people the

government of West Dengal
. Halimn represents the
South Asta region comprising
Bangladesh, India. Pakistan
and Sri Lanka in the Com-
monwealth Parllamentary As
sociation which is holding s
five day emecutlive committee
muctling atl Guer in the
Channel lsland, UK. beginning
March 19 He will atiend
meeting of CPA and report de
velopments in the wake of
cmergence ol demoecracy in
Bangkdesh

Talking 1o BSS Mr Hashim
Abdul Haltm said that there

ing with Sheitkh Hasina
he told her that as the leader
of the Opposition she had a
very important role In the
function of democracy. e
high the role of the Op-
position saying “Importance of
ition is greater than the
'] party in the functioning
of democracy.”
In reply to a question Mr

" Halim, the people had an im-

portant role in nurturing

democracy “jealously” so that it

was rooted and institution-
alised

Mr. Halim told BSS that

An emergency meeting ol
Dhaka city branch of Jatly-
atabadi Jubodal will be held
today (Sunday) at 4 pm at
Dhanmond{ Central of
BNP, party sources said
Saturday, reports BSS.

All city branch members of
Jubodal have been requested
to attend the meeting.
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BANGLADESH AIRLINES

Biman Bhaban, Motijheel, Dhaka, Phones: 240151-10,
240161-10, 240171-10, 240181-10 Lines, Cable : AIRBANGLA.

LAND PURCHASE NOTICE
Biman Bangladesh Airlines wants 1o purchase 1 (one) Bigha land lor
the erectment of its own Bhaban/Complex suitably localed beside any
main highway/commercially viable place of Sylhet city area Interested

land owners are requesied to contact the District Manager, Biman
Office, Zinda Bazar, Sylhet or the Assistant Manager, Estate and
Common Service, Biman Bhaban, Motijheel, Dhaka by 31-3-91 with all
requisite papers of ownership including deed, detailed information, lay
out, price per decimal and lotal valuafion, lerms and conditions of
bearing probable registration costs elc.

Biman Authority reserves the right 1o accepl or reject any proposal

conceming the deal.
DFP(BA) 2106-1273
G17

Rassuddin Ahmed
General Manager (Admin)

——

No- Sale-1/30/90-91 /858

Government of the People's
Republicof Bangladesh

Directorate of Information
Bangladesh Sccretariat, Clinic Bhaban, Dhaka.

TENDER NOTICE FOR
BUYING MICROBUS

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the Toyola Liteace or
Mitsubishi L 300 Microbus imponters/suppliers lor the supply ol a 9-10
seats capacity Microbus 10 be purchased by the Information Dieclorale

29-11-97(B5)

Date =37o1

from its current financial budget alloiment in pursuance of the vehicle si-
andardisation circular SM/PARI1 AA-3/88-194 daled 22nd May, 1969
3% (three percent) of the quoled price will have o be deposied as

a Lasphed

| or in part or reject i lotally.

DFP(G) 2973-1473
G”

securily money (refundable) along with tender in the form of Pay
| order/Bank draft drawn on any scheduled Bank in favowr of Information
Officer, Direclorale of Information. Tender schedule including details of
the Microbus, terms and conditions eic. may be oblained on cash
pammdmuaIWdThm-[ThFuHMﬂ]mm
Accounts Depariment of Inlormation Direclorale.

Tenders will be received on 30-3-91 upto 2 p.m. in the lender box kep!
al Room No-310 of the said Direclorale and opened the same day af 3
| p.m. in presence of lenderers (if any). Incomplete tenders will not be

information Diectorate reserves the right 1o accept any lender fully

Md Mokl Ahmed

Phone < 244521




