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ation with Bangladesh with the
formation ol the new dcmo-

clected government.
statement men-

The joint statcment said
due to recent political devel-
opments in Bangladesh fol-
lowed by voluntary evacuation
of some USAID stall had
complicated the administra-
tion of AID projects thcre but

praised the effort of the in-
terim ment for its re-
sponsive role to the security of
the US nationals in
Bangiadesh.

The statement added that
the debt reliefl would signal
their strong support for
Bangladesh's moves toward
democracy and economic re-
forms and would encourage
Bangladesh to continue thc
course of economic rcforms as
outlined in its IMF Enhanced
Structural Adjustment Facility.

About the eflectiveness ol
the USAID programmes in
Bangladesh the joint statement
pointed out restructuring of
the fertilizer distribution sys-
greater
has
been widely recognised as pre-
requisite for increasing food
production by small {armers.
The statement added, as a re-
sult of dercgulating fertilizer
prices and markets, distribu-
tion and sales of fertilizer to
farmers through private deal-
ers have incrcased supplics,
dramatically and the sales had
grown by 20 per cent since
1989, farm level prices de-
creased by 10 per cent in
1990 and the private market
shares grown to 90 per cent
for urca and 98 per cent for

notably rice production grew
by 18 per cent in 1980 over
the previous year. In addition
to the millions of small farm
households which have bene-
fited from this restructuring.
some 50,000 private retaflers
of fertilizer and the agricul-

2 minor girls
rescued from
brothel

By Staff Correspondent

Narayanganj police on
Thursday night raided the
Tanbazar brothel and rescucd
two minor girls.

The girls are: Sonia (14)
and Asfa (13). Police also ar-
rested four pimps Shahnaz,
Chumki, Anwara and Hazcra
for their alleged involvement
in the case. :

Bush-Mitterrand
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we're in agreement that Jor-
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ing to do is figure what will
work.

Mitterrand, who said the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion (PLO) remained the legit-
imate representative for Pales-
tinians, did not rule out useful
contacts with other Palestini-
ans such as those US Secretary
of State James Baker had in
talks in Jerusalem this week.

“The PLO still appears as
the representative organisa-
tion. There are, doubtless,
other forces too, and I think
they should make themselves
know about the situation as it
is right now,” he said.

Isracl refuses to consider
any contacts with the PLO.
Bush said he felt the PLO de-
stroyed its credibility by siding
with Saddam in the Gulfl war
and anticipated other moves by
Palestinians not necessarily
beholden to the PLO. "We'll
pursuc that track for a while
and just see how the healing
process goes™, he said.
“Therc's got to be discussion
with Palestinians or You're not
going to get this problem
solved”.

Bush declined to comment
on whether Baker's talks with
the leaders of Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait might achieve a con-
cession toward Israel.

"I am not about to say that
the Saudis and the Kuwaitis
were not forthcoming and if
you're ever going to accom-
plish something, regrettably
what's discussed with them
must be kept confidential®, he
said.
Bush left Martinique for
Bermuda where he was to hold
similar talks tomorrow with
British Prime Minister John

inputs operate nalion-
wide in a vibrant competitive
fertilizer market, the state-
ment added.

The joint statement made it
clear that to achieve the
strategic objectives of the
USAID it focuses on three-
pronged approach. These are:
strengthening the e scc-
tor and the role of business in
development, maximizing sus-
tained GDP growth; supporting
democratic pluralism and
strengthening democratic in-
stitutions to maximize eco-
nomic, social and political
bencfits for a broader range of
citizen groups and targetling
the role of the family as a dc-
velopment focus in project de-
sign and impact measurement.

The statement also said that
the USAID was closcly working
with the American private sec-
tor to bring their esscntial
capital to the developing coun-
trics in South Asia.

The [liscal-ycar-1992 re-
quest of 209 million dollars
(DA, ESF and PL 480) lor
Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Sri Lanka represents a modest
increase from 1991,

None of these countries has
a 1992 request lower than its
currcnt 1991 level

Release of APSU

leader demanded

The All-Party Students
Unity (APSU) Friday brought
out a procession on the Dhaka
University campus demanding
the release of AI'SU central
lcader and convener of
Ganatantrik Chhatra Kendra,
Harunwr Rashid, and a central
member of the organisation
Ruhul Amin Farooq, reporis
BSS.

A bricf rally was hcld at Lthe
DUCSU buflding premiscs fol-
lowing the procession. It was
addressed by APSU central
leaders Shafl Ahmed and Raju
Ahmed. -

Demanding release of APSU-
leaders, the spcakers said the
student community would not
tolerate arrcst of the APSU
lcaders with false cases and
relcase of Shah Moazzem, one
of the corrupt associates of
General Ershad.

A protest rally and proccs-
sion will be hcld today
(Saturday) al 10 a. m. on Dhaka
Universily campus.

US
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clements of the 101st airborne
and lst cavalry armoured
divisions had rcoccupied their
most advanced positions in the
Euphrates river valley on
orders from Gulf forces
Commander General Norman
Schwarzkopl.

But Powell and other
Pentagon oflicials stressed that
American Lroops were no
violating a temporary ceasefire
line agreed to with Baghdad.

US forces occupy about 15
to 20 per cent of Iraqi
territory south of that line in
the wake of the crushing allied
dcgldﬂmlgi %cﬁ:}“rma or
pressure from dissident
clcments who have becen
recported fighting to overthrow
his government in at lcast two
dozen cities and towns in
southcern Iraq as wecll as
Kurdish areas in northern lraq.

B Chowdhury ask
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of the just concluded parlia-
ment clections were not so
much cncouraging for the
presidential polls, because in
1979 the party secured 44 per
cent of the total votes cast. In
the recent election, he said,
BNP got nearly 32 per cent
votes cast while the percent-
age of votes polled by Awami
League was almost same.

Dr Chowdhury said in the
presidential election Awami
League may not float its candi-
date and as such BNP will have
to fight deposed president
Ershad, if he is not convicted
belore the polls.

However, Dr Chowdhury
said BNP has a good opportu-
nity to win the election be-
cause many ol workers and
lcaders of Awami League will
sup the BNP candidate in
the presidcntial election.

Dr B Chowdhury also told
the BNP leaders and workers
that from now they should
launch campaign for presiden-
tial election in favour of
Khaleda Zia.

He said Awami League chiefl
won from one constlituency of
an u while ex-president
Ershad won from f{ilve con-

stituencies of a district. Bul
Khaleda Zia won from [ive
constituencies of dillerent
districts all over the country,
he added. He instructed the |
workers to reach this message
to people in their respective
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A participant in Ikebana contest in the city Friday.
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Gandhi mausoleum

stormed

NEW DELHI, Mar 15 :
Workers from a poltﬁ party
slormed the mausolcum of
Indian independence leader
Mohandas “Mahatma” Gandhi
and blocked sireets and forced
their way into office as they
rallied herce today, reports AFP.

Dozens of members of Lthe
Bahujan Samaj (Equality) Party
(BSP doused the eternal flame
at the Ra memorial during
a brawl with pelice and
smashed ris of the mau-
solcum ad of the rally
officers said.

The memorial, one of New
Delhi's landmarks, was closced
to the public following the

DBSP workers also smashed a
box mcant for cash donations
and tore up concrete slabs
from the heavily-guarded mau-
soleum afler curators at the
complex ordered them to en-
ter without their footwcar, a
Hindu sign of respect to the
dead.

Eleven rallyists were ar-
rested afler o s beat back
most of them following a 30-
minute scullle, police said.
Scveral constables were hurt
as the rallyists pelted them
with missiles uprooted [rom

the mausoleum.

Police cordoned off the BSP
marchers who arrived in the
national capital to celcbrate
the birth anniversary of the
late B. R, Ambedkar, who
espoused the cause of the poor
whom the party claims 1o rep-
resent.

But they later blocked cen-
tral Ncew Delhi roads (triggering
traffic jams, police and wit-
NCSses .

would not even allow
critical people 10 cross roads
and go to hospilals, said the
city’s traflic police chief
Maxwell Parreira adding the
marchers also stopped gov-
ernmenl . motorcades and
schoolbuses to proigst Lthe in-
cident at the Gandhi mau-
soleum.

The Congress (I} party of
former Premier Rajiv Gandhi
criticised the storming of the
Candhi mausoleum as “"an act
ol sacrilege, and said people
should condemn such attacks.”

We call upon the people to
condemn Lhose who are re-
sponsibic for lhe act... It Is a

matter of great shame that
these workers threw stones at

the samadhi mausolcum,
spokesman Vithal Gadgil said.
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such conflicts.

were Major General (Rtd)
Khalilur Rahman, Begum Zohra
Tajuddin, Fazlur Rahman Khan
(Netrakona), Nurul Islam B.Se
(Boalkhali, Chitlagong), Zalar
Ahmed Choudhury (Chandl-
aish) and many others.

Dr. Kamal sald Awami
League has a very fascinating
past and Ileaders like
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib,
Shaheed Suhrawardy, Moulana
Bhashani showed how to run
the party. But the voters of 18
lo 30 age group, arc in dark
about this history . ]

lile said the party had
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Mia and other party leaders
including Gen (retd) Mir
Shawkal Ali, Mirza Abbas,
Salahuddin, Abdullah Al-
Noman, Sheikh Razzak Ali and
Mrs Farida Rahman.

Several dozen district level
lcaders who also spoke at the
mecting called for dissolution
of upazilas and holding of fresh
clections to union parishads.
They also suggested that the
ministers of the would-bec BNP

ernment and MPs should
work in also cooperation with
the local party workers in im-
plementing devclopment pro-

Mmes.

BNP workers demanded
steps to expedite the trial of
former President 1HM Ershad;
and politically face atlempts to
rchabilitate him.

Somec of them urged the
party lcadership to stop [iling
of new ccrtificatc cascs against
farmers by banks and fulfil the
clection pledge by waiving
agricultural loan uptlo Taka
5000.

"You musti remember that if
we fulfil the aspirations of the
pcople through our dédication
and selfless endeavour,  the
people will again elect us. | [ail
to carry out our
responsibilities properly, the
people will discard us and our
party will be destroyed, Begum
7ia said adding that destruc-
tion of BNP would threaten the
country's independence and
sovereignty.

In her spcech Begum Zia
said the peoplc of the country
had given their mandate to
BNP not for scll or party inter-

| ests but for rcbuilding the

country’'s cconomy educalion,
agriculture, industry and other
related institutions which suf-
fcred extensive damage by the
autocratic rulc of Ershad.

Begum Zia took serious nole
of Lhe defeat of her party in
many seats during :K: polls
and said BNP had incurred
such [ailure duc to the viola-
tion of party rules and disci-
pline by the leaders and work-
CTs.

She asked all to strictly fol-
low the parly discipline and
work wilh rencwed pledge lo
strengthen the BNIY's organisa-
tional basis.

*This is nol thc time to sit
idle but work harder to put the
party on a solid fooling, Begum
Zia told the packed audicnce
calling upon Lhem to go to
their respective arcas and col-
lect new members making the
party a well-organiscd and
idcal one.

*“The autocrat snatched
away power in the darkness of
night but the people clected us
in the broad daylight, she said
reminding the party leaders
and workers that they have to

'work unitedly as membcers of a

single family in the interest of
the country’s development.

*This is not the timc to re-
joice the election victory but to
preparc ourselves to face the
tough time ahead,” Begum Zia
told her partymen reminding
that the enemies of BNP would
have no stonc unturncd to
turnish the image of this popu-
lo - party. '

*As BNP is going to form
the government, its cncmics
arc out to disturb it through
various unscrupulous means,”

Maintain unity : Khaleda

she had received reports of
toll collection by some quar-
ters in the name of BNP.

Begum Zia urged all to han-
dover Lhose clements lo the
members of the law enforcing
authoritics if found involved in
such uncalled for activitics.

Referring to the misdccds
of Ershad regime, Begum Zia
said the ninc-ycar autocratic
rule had destroyed the ccon-
omy, education, industry, agri-
culture, and othecr scctors
making the country a markct
for foreign goods, smuggling

Resolutions

The extended meecting of
the BNP has resolved that the
trial of deposed president
Ershad and his associates
would be done as early as pos-
sible to establish the rule of
law in the country.

The mecting which con-
cluded late last night also took
a decision giving power to the
party chairperson to take any
decision in case of emergency
situation. i

The meeting in its resolu-
tion also demanded immediate
handing over of power to the
BNP which emecrged as victo-
rious in the last parliament
clection.

The meeting also expressed
its resentment over indiscrim-
inate promotion and posting of
some government olfficials.

The meeting also de-

‘manded a white paper [rom

the interim govt on law and
order situation and corruption
during the Ershad regime.

The meeting also expressed
its concern on the increase of
prices of essential commodi-

Kamal Hossain

termed the regimes of Ershad
and Zia as autocratic and madc
virulenl attacks on the activi-
ties of these regimes. But the
lcaders never criticized the
inncr conflict, their own
misdceds and failures for m
moment. The party chiel could
have taken this opportunity lo
do some sclf-eriticism. People
of this country forgive any lail-
ure¢ or misdeceds with open
minds,. he said.

After the death of Sheikh
Mujib, the governments in
power painted Awami Leaguc
as ol agent of India and as a foe
to religion, he sald and added,
‘we did not Lake any congerted
effort to counter this propa-
ganda, the rightist forces and
the partics in power guided
peoplc’'s sentiment by unicash-
ing wvollics of propaganda
against Aawmi League, hc
added.

The opposition groups have
given stalements against Indo-
Bangladcsh Fricndship Treaty.
Al. chicl did not mention this
in her speech to the nallon.
The government aflter Awami
League kept the treaty in force
and supported it. Oy keeping
the Special Powers Act, the
subscquent governments de-
tained thousands of people and
repressed them.

Dr. Kamal said the rightist
forces formed a solid alliance
against Awami League. BN and
Jamaat formed clectoral al
liance in 150 seats. lic said
though 36 seals were given (o
the components of the al-
liances in a dramatic last
minute decision, many alliance
candidates decided to fight
with their election symbols. As
such, Awami League [aced an
impending losses.

We are pledge-bound to
clect a represcentative govern-
ment but we are alraid of
cstablishing truly representa-
tive organisational leadership.
We want democracy, but do
not practise it, he lamented.

lie said it was very unfortu-
natc that he and DBegum
Tajuddin were humiliated dur-
ing the rccent clections.
'During the last 15 ycars, no
autocratic regime could inflict
so much insult’, he addcd.

Dr. Hossain's statlement was
supported by party leaders like
Begum Zohra Tajuddin, Abdul
Mannan, Tofael Ahmed and
Mohammad Nasim.

A discussion is expected to
be held on March 19 in the
adjourned meeting of the
Awami League Excculive
Commiltce.
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Hong Kong lifts ban on

The Midnight File

HONG KONG, Mar 15 Hong has lfted all restrictions
imposed on Kuwaili asscts tive immecdiately, a
government said . The recze on lragl asscts
remains in . The British ot an order from
London, the restrictions on August 7. five days aficr

Irng! tanks rolled into Kuwailt, reports Rewter.

CIHTOURA, Mar 15 lsracli warplancs blasted a Palestinian

gucrilla basc in
police

Syrian-controlled east Lebanon on Friday, and
said seven guerillas were wounded. A pelice

spokeaman, who cannol be named in line with
said the plancs largeted a base manned by Libyan-backed

gucrillas of Samir Ghoshe's Palestine Popular Struggic Front
in the Dekaa Valley, reports AP

18 injured in S. Africa

JOHANNESDURG, Mar 15

: AL lcast 18 people were

stabbed and beaten after a gang armed with knives and clubs
train. The

altacked passcngers on a moving commuier

lrain

Thursday headed to the black township of Sowcto outside Jo-
hannesburg. Press rcports sald scores of terrified people

jumped

from the train when it stopped at a station. The al-

tackers cscaped and police said they had no information on
the men or the motive for the attack, but it appearcd lifked
o black (action fighting, reports AP.

10C summit in Madagascar

ANTANANARIVO, Mar 15

: Tleads of states and govern-

ments from Indian Ocean countries galhered in Madagascar
loday for a weekend summit on boosting regional cooperation.

Officials said issucs on the agenda included a

plan for froe ex-

change of information among the five members of the Indian
Ocean Commission (I0C) — Madagascar, Mauritius, the Scy-
chelies, the Comoro islands and the French overseas (errilory

ol rcunion, reports Reuter.

UN to help Albania to hold polls

VIENNA. Mar 15: The United Nations has offered to help

Albania organisec multi-party
control a mass exodus ol refugees,

clections later this month and

the official ATA news

agency said loday. A visiting UN delegation had agreed to a
request from the communist authoritics to send technical
adviscrs for the clections of March 31, reports Reuter.

Arafat to remain PLO chief

NEW YORK, Mar 15: Yasscr Arafat has vowed to remain
Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation and said he
and PLO are "more popular than ever” despite their support
for Iragi lcader Saddam Husscin during the Gull war, reports

[Rcuter.

Neutrality : Hasina
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Under the exisling prosi-
dential system, the Acting
President remains head ol the
government as well as the
Council of Ministcrs., Sheikh
llasina pointed oul. She viewed
that following dissolution of
the Council ol Adviscers, the
Acting President appears lo
have paved the way for forming
his Council of Ministers with
the MPs:clect of a certain

"{I' it is done, the questions
arise beforc the nation: will the
Acting President sacrifice his
ncutrality by joining a certain
party to form the Council of
Ministers, or will those MDPs-
cleet quit their party and join
the non-pariisan govern-
ment?” —Sheikh lasina said.

The AL chicl rciterated that
the move to form the Council
of Ministcrs with the MPs of a
single party and hold the pres-
polls would give the
deposcd President Ershad a
chance to s a comecback.
This will also ruin the victory
of the masses against the auto-
cratic regime of Ershad, she
added.

Referring to the contro-
versy over AL leadership,
Sheikh Hasina clearly said, "We
have become leaders as we
have been working with AL,

which has a glorious past of 42
years and led the nation in the
War of Indcpendence. Il any of
us is isolated from the party,
he will lose all his impor-
tance”.

Chaired by Abul Hashem

| Minibus workers

block city road
By Staff Correspondent

Minibus workers put up a
three-hour barricade on the
main road in front of
Sayedabad.bus terminal caus-
ing traffic jam in this busy area
of the city on Friday.

The workers blocked the
road by leaving @ number of
buses there in protest against
stoning of some minibuses by a
group of people from Uttar
Jatrabari at around Il am.

Police said the mob broke
windows of four minibuses to
avenge the alleged assault on
some North Jatrabari residents
by bus workers on Thursday
night,

When the workers were
blocking the roads, a minfbus
rammed the car of Salahuddin
Ahmed, Mp-clect from Demra,
who was going to attend the
cxccutive comunitice meeting
of BNP. His car was slightly
dented.

Later Demra police reached
the spot and after talks with

of taking action for the attack
on buses, the workers
removed the barricade,

the workers and assuring them

she said and pointed out that
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The Road barricade in front of Sayedabad Bus Terminal in the capital Friday.

o~

—Star photo

Bhuiyan, the day-long mecting
was addressed by city AL
president Mozalfar Hossain
Paltu and general secretary
Fulu Sarkar, Jubo chicf
Mostafa Mohsin Montu and all
the presidents and sccretarics
of the party's city ward
branches.

Sheikh lasina strongly crit-
icised the political parties
which are waging
against hcr party's rclations
with India.

"The countrymen irrcspec-
tive of party llﬁlhthni fought
the Liberation War under the
Mujibnagar Governmemt ' con-
sisling pcople’'s representa-
tives. All the sector comman-
ders in the war were paid ser-
vants of the Mujibnagar gov-
ernment. Even alter indepen-
dence, the whole nation unit-
edly started rebuilding the
war-torn country. So AL cannot
do anything dctrimental to the
indcpendence and sovercignty
of the country”, shc remarked.

The AL chicf alleged that it
was Lhe BNP government
which did its best to prove its
loyalty to India. This party,
while in power, gave up Lhe
due share of the Ganges walcr.
The BNP t removed
all the s s containing
verses [rom the Holy Quran in
the capital during a visit by the
then Indian Premier Murarjee

Deshai to Dhaka only to f
its loyally to him. she adl:ﬂl:w |

Plea for consumers’
rights policy
By Staff Correspondent

Consumers Association of

h on Friday deman-

ded the formulation of a

national policy to conserve the
rights of the consumcrs.

Partners of alliances
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and dclay in taking decision
about the controversial consti-
tutional issues im:lud'lnll the
| form of government will lend
the country in a fresh political
crisis.
e said the three alllanccs
were united to establish a
pecrmancnt democralic sysicm
and uphold the spirit of the
Liberation War by ending the
autocratic rule. He said dis-
|'unil_!,lr among the three al-
liances gave Jatlya Party a
chance to be rchabilitated. The
anti-iberation free Jamaal-¢-
Islami is conspiring lo sharc
power with BNP taking advan-
inge of disunity among the
three alliances, he allcged.
The Workers Party leader
| said the components of three
alliances should cooperale
with BNP in forming govern-
ment as it has ” “: the
singlc largest party £
Jlmn‘knt polls. Ie said i ;rf'
betrays the commitment of
{hree alliances to the people it
Iwuld have o bear the re-
sponsibility. Menon said the
Five-parly Alliance will con-
tinue o work for establishing
lnnd prescrving democracy.




