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'Allies occugz 15 ' p-C. of Ira

Defense Secretary Dick Wednesd
troops occupy about iﬂpernmtnﬂrlquﬂrl mntinu:tn

do so until a formal cease-fire is worked out, reports AP.
"We don't have any designs on territory, but we are
not eager to wlthdrnw our forces from there until the

ﬂtmﬂnnluuhm-rﬂu'lchlrth-tlnthﬂum
comply with all the relevant UN resolutions,” Chenqr told
after, addressing House Republicans in priva

said it iraq intends to mmgll:y -Il:h UN
Security Council resolutions, "but that is absolute
minimum that we have to have. They did return our prisoners

.. and that was a very important first step.

Bush criticises Arafat : us presiden:

George Bush has criticised Yasser Arafat for supporting
Saddam Hussecin "overly zealously™ in the Gull War, saying
Arafat's actions have diminished his influence in the region,
reports Ap.

In supporting Saddam, Bush said. the leader of the
Palestine Liberation Organization "went far beyond where he
had to go in order to express his understanding about the
dilemma that lraq was in.”

Bush noted that Palestinlans have generally looked to the
PLO for leadership, but he said "their leader chose wrong on
this."

"Put it this way : He supported Saddam overly zealously and
diminished his credibility, not any further in the United
States necessarily, because it had gone way down ... but he
diminished his credibility in the Arab world, he diminished
his credibility with the coalition partners.”

Baker's new idea on ME ce:
US Secretary of State James Baker brought his new thinking

on Middle East peace moves to Syria, holding lengthy talks
with President Hafez al-Assad, reports Reuter.
Baker and Assad were still in discussions six hours alter
their meeting started.
Thﬂtmmmmnl:wrdunhnﬁth:tﬂhm

progressing.

It was belicved 1o be onc of the longest meetings Baker has
had on his current tour, which has taken him to Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and Israel.

13 killed in Britain : rory-fve cars and

trucks slammed together in fog early Wednesday in a fiery
pilcup that killed 13 le and injured 25, police said. It
mmﬂﬂrmtmﬂu}nlﬂﬂﬂunhhhtﬂq reports

AP.

The rush-hour crash left unidentifiable hulks of melted
metal scattered over the London-bound lanes of the M-4

about 70 miles (110 kilometers) west of London,

closing one side of the major east-west artery and creating a
huge traffic jam.

Witnesses said a fireball crupted after the initial crash at
6:50 a.m.

L. -
Albania to free all B'olitwos
will release all political prisoners still held in its prisons by
March 17, the official ATA news agency reported on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.
Admmdmnhnun[th:pﬁmnmmndnptuiby
the Justice and Interior Ministries on following an
announced earlier in the day, the said.
According to the International Helsinki Federation (IHF), a
Vienna-based human rights body, there are still some 200

political prisoners in Albanian prisons.

7lnlledmLanka : At least

mtﬂhﬂh&imilmnhcmnndmtcm
dlltrlctu where the -rorHthﬂghtlng rebels secking Tamil
independence, military said Wednesday, reports AP.

Two soldicrs were killed when rebels from the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam ex a bomb under their vchicle
Wednesday at Nelukulam village near Vavuniya, the officials
said, six more soldiers were in the explosion, they
said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

In incidents Tuesday, two Tiger rebels were shot to death
by troops in northern Sri Lanka, they said. Tamil guerrillas
also opencd fire on a civilian vehicle, killing its Sinhalese
driver, the oflicials said

33

11 die in Flll%l&no fire : eicven workers

were killed when fire en a Philippine pn'ncnt: factory
in Manila before dawn murﬁday police said, reports Reuter.

Nine other workers were injured as they fled from the
burning factory.

Police investigator Corporal Jose Antiojo said the two-hour
blaze apparently started in the building's basement where
about 20 workers were staying for the night.

"Help, help us,-we're burning," factory workers were
heard screaming as f{lames raced through the building,

Antiojo said.

AR RY

| Unrest in Baghdad,
inside Iraq fluid

WASHINGTON, Mar 14 :
The State Department said
there was unrest in Baghdad
and said the Iragl government
was using more troops in the
Kurdish north to suppress
uprisings there, as well as Re-
publican Guards in and around
Basra, reports Reuter.

Department spokesman
Richard Boucher confirmed
that the unrest occurred Tue-
sday “"probably in the Shi'ite
neighbourhoods in the eastern
portion of the city” of Baghdad
but did not give specific
details.

"The situation inside Iraq
remains very [luid,” Boucher
said, but added, "It's difTicult
to give a clear picture of the
overall situation there today”

He said the lragqi govern-
ment is using r forces in
the Kurdish north in order to
suppress widespread unrest
there, and there we also con-
tinued unrest in southern Iraq.

"The government continues
to employ particularly large
Repub Guard and regular
army forces in the Basra area,
and in and around the Shf'ite
holy cities of Najal and Karbala,
suggesting that the situation in
thesc areas remains unstable,”
he said.

Boucher demurred when
asked at a brieling whether
this unrest would erode the
government of Saddam Hus-

sein.
"l think it doecs reflect how

widespread the dissatislaction
is with the mment, but by
that, it's still not possi-
ble to prcdk:t the ultimate
outcome,” Boucher told re-
porters.
"Government control, when
l established, can often dis-

International

Saddam'’s loyalists blow up two oil wells

KUWAIT CITY : A low of smoke hangs over a m

osque 13 Mar as oil wells set alight by lagi

occupation forces continue to burn two weeks after the liberation of Kuwait. Specialists say
the pollution may cause 'skin and lung cancer.

sipate rather quickly imo re-
newed violence,” he said.

In the absence of diplo-
matic relations between Bagh-
dad and Washington — |
severed relations February ilmﬂ
Boucher said US officials were
discussing Iraq's representa-
tion in the United States with
an unnamed third country.

Reuter [rom Nicosia adds :
Street protests were said to
have swept Baghdad Wednes-
day as Iraq admitted candidly
for the first time that the
country is in the grip of an
uprising against Saddam Hus-
sein. g ~

Tehran Radio said massive »

demonstrations in several
parts of Baghdad led to clashes
in which a number of people
from both sides were killed or
wounded.

The radio and Iran's news
agency IRNA said battles raged
between loyalist forces and
rebels fighting to topple Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein in the
southern port of Basra and the
northern oil city of Kirkuk.

An opposition Kurdistan
Front spokesman said in Dam-
ascus that Iraqi loyalist forces
had blown up two oil wells in
Kirkuk Wednesday. He gave no
further details, but analysts
said the government may want

—AFP/UNB photo

to deprive the rebellious nor-
th of oil revenue.

Beker Fatlah, spokesman
for the Patriotic Unfon of Kur-
distan, told IRNA that pitched
battles were raging in Kirkuk
and that the army had launc-
hed a full—scale assault on
Khanagin, 120 km (75 miles)
northeast of Baghdad.

Kurdish rebels were re-
ported to have stormed the
main Badush Jail in Mosul,
iraq's third largest city, and
sct all prisoners [ree.

A spokesman for the Demo-
cratic Party of Kurdistan said
in Paris rcbels had taken the
town of Akra, north of Mosul,

situation

and controfled 75 per cemt of
lraq’'s northern Kurdistan re-
gon.

IRNA said several big explo-
sions rocked Dasra, lrag's sec-
ond city. It quoted a Basra citi-
zen who crossed into lran as
saying the rebels were trying
to drive loyalist forces out of
the city and that Saddam's Re-
publican CGuard units were us-
ing Napalm bombs.

AP says : Saddam Husacin's
crack army units killed anti-
government protesters in
Baghdad, baittled Kurdish
guerillas in the north, shelled
rebel holdouts in the south,
the opposition sald Wednesday.

Baghdad protesters and go-
vernment forces clashed until
noon (0900 GMT) Wednesday
in fghting that killed many
people, Te radio reporied
without being more specific.

in Basra, the boom of ar-
tillery and tanks blasting rcbel
positions could be Wed-

nesday morning in the nearby
iranian city of Khorramshahr,
iran's official media reported.

Tehran radio also sald that
JO people burned in napalm
attacks on the rebels had been
granted asylum in lran. lranian
President Hashemi Rafsanjani
has asked Saddam and his rul-
ing Baath Party to siep down.

In the north, Kurdish rebels
claimed they shot down four
Iragi helicopters.

Guerillas surrounded by
Saddam loyalists held on o
parts of the vital ofl center city
of Kirkuk and fighting also
raged ncar Khanagin, 135 kil-
I'.'I'I'!l'll."ll'.‘l'l (B85 milcs) northeast

of Baghdad, according to rebel
claims that could not be

independently verified.

showed that 13 moagues and
lwo churches were among

those damaged in Baghdad

sixth was completely de-

stroyed. he told INA

The mosques in Abul-Khastb
lown near Basra were de-

Top priority in restoring
and places of wor

ships would be gven to those
in Baghdad. “Those in other
iraqi governorates would be
dealt with later,” Fadhil said.

iraq repeatedly accused the
Allies during the six-week Gulf
war ol bombing civilian and
residential areas, citing a wide
range of targets that inchuded
‘bedouin’ tents and apartment
blocks.

U The alltes,
nited States . say they never
deliberately urg:t-.-d residen-
tial areas during the war
which drove Iragl forces out of
Huﬁll at the end of last

Partles not ready for

na

PATNA, Mar 14 : The Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar,
Wednesday said that the for-
mation of a national govern-
ment at the centre was a wish-
ful thinking as all political par-
tiecs were not ready for it, re-
ports PTI.

“*For a national govern-
ment, a national consensus is
required,” he told the Patna
Doordarshan in an interview.

Mr Shekhar said that the si-
tuation was not congenial for
elections with so much of so-
cial tension all over the coun-

-"Wc should have waited for

another four or five months for .

the situation to stabilise fur-
ther, but the stand adopted by
the Congress-l made the
midterm poll a necessity,” he
said.

The Prime Minister said

'Rs 2m being paid for a

vote in Pak Senate polls

ISLAMABAD, Mar 14 :
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and his orthodox Islamic gov-
ernment are to win

ber's election.

But the 87-member senate
is empowered to block legisla-

easily this week's senate elec-
tions and retain control of Par-
liament's upper house, reports
AP.

hhhnalystu predict Sharif and

liance will sweep most of the
46 secats at stake in Thursday's
- election.

In Pakistan, the law-making
power lies with the 217-mem-
ber National Assembly, the
lower house of Parliament,
controlled by the Islamic
Democratic Alliance since it
routed former Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto in last Octo-

Islamic Democratic Al-

tion. Half its members face re-
clection every three years.

Sharif now controls 76 Se-
nate seats. Ms. Bhutto's Pak-
istan People's has two,
and other smaller groups and

ndents have the rest.

rif and his coealition
command a solid majority in
the National Assembly, with
152 seats. Ms. Bhutto's party
has 44.

An alllance victory would
further strengthen Sharil's
government, giving him solid
majorities in both houses of
Parllament and ensuring
smooth passage of hl.l eco-

LONDON (LPS) : Bangladeshis
make up the most recently

estnhliahed and the most

' rapidly growing ethnic
group in Britain, according
to "New Community", a
quarterly journal of
research and policy on
ethnic relations sponsored
by Britain's Commission for
Racial Equality.

In an article,
the Bangladeshi
Population,” Oxford
University geography
lecturer Ceri Peach says
that large-scale Bangladeshi
migration to Britain did not
occur until the 1970s,
when Britain's ethnic
minority communities were
facing acute economic
difficulty.

Men and the very young —

those under the age of 16 -

account for more than half
the current estimated

Bang_l_ndnh population of

"The Growth of

nomic, political and social

programmes.

But smaller parties and
some independent candidates
are still making their pitch,
reportedly offering as much as
2 million rupees (100,000
dollars) for votes® for their
electoral colleges.

“Anyone who offers a bribe
or accepts it, will be disquali-
fled," Sharifl promised.” Both
the senatdr who is elected by
purchasing votes and those
who sell their votes will be
disqualified.”

Unlike the National Assem-
bly, the Senate is not chosen

bypoPulnrmh:

111 000, which thercfore
has considerable potential
for natural increase in
Britain.

More Bangladeshis tend to live

in local authority housing in |

urban conurbations outside
London and in the London
Borough of Tower Hamlets
than other South Asian

groups.
While the Ban settled
in the poorer eastern inner

city area of Tower Hamlets,
the Indian and Pakistani
communities preferred the
western end of the city to-
wards Heathrow Airport.

that the most important issue
before the muﬂh'y at the mo-
ment was restoration of will
power and confidence in the
minds of the people. "A nation
is built on will power, but that
is what is lacking in our pco-
ple. They have lost mutual faith
and conlidence.”

He said that a new atmo-
sphere had to be buiit so that
the aspirations of the people,
particularly those of the down
trodden sections of the soci-
cty, were fulfilled.

Asked about the apprchen-
sions of another hung Parlia-
ment in lhe went of any polit-
ical party ng to achieve an
abunlulr l}c.-rlt_-,lr the Prime

Minister we must not go

by speculation.
Dissolution hailed

Earlier on Wednesday polit-
ical parties in union hailed
President Venkataraman's de-
cision to order midterm polls
but Deputy Prime Minister
Devi Lal described it as
'harmlul’ to the nation.

Major political partics
plunged into making prepara-
tions for the May elections to
be held for the second time in
15 months.

Though involved in some
last minute efforts for a patch-
up, the Congress (I) and the

Janata Dal (S) joined the BJP,
CPl, CPM and the National
Front in wholeheartedly wel-
coming the dissolution of the
Lok Sabha.

~ The former Prime Minister,
Mr. VP Singh, said the Na-
tional Front and left ies
would go to the polls together
but commented that the clee-
tions were forced by "the Irre-
sponsible behaviour of the
Congress (I)."

The BJP leader, Mr L K
Advani, said his party proposed
to contest at l€ast 450 seats.

Devi Lal's son, Mr, Om

ional govt: Shekhar

" Chandra Shekhar

Prakash Chautala, felt that
there was no alternative for
the President but to order
midterm polls.

The Janata Dal (S) decided
to field all the 62 members of
the dissolved Lok Sabha, in-
cluding the eight disqualified
under anti-defection laws, in
the May elections.

Jyoti Basu

In Calcutta, the Chiel Minis-
ter Jyoti Basu Thursday said
that it was yet to be decided if
his would enter into any
electoral alliance with Janata
Dal or National Front in the

ensuing Lok Sabha poll but .

made it clear that the CPI (M)
would fight the clection on a
separate manifesto.
Addressing a press confer-
ence Mr. Basu, however, said
that his party would share a
common platform and launch a
joint clectinn campaign with
those parties on some com-

Bangladesht community
in UK burgeoning

from Kofi Akumanyi

Mr Peach adds that only 35%
of Bangladeshi heads of
household — near to the

+ West Indian figure of 37% —
owned their
accommodation in 1985,
compared with 77% of
their Indian and 74% of
their Pakistani
counterparts.

Another article, by John Eade,
senior lecturer in Social
Anthropology and Sociology
at London's Roehampton
Iinstitute, examines
nationalism among

Bangladeshis. It says that
during the early 1980s po-

litical development in
Tower Hamlets encouraged
the community to articulate
its ethnic identity and link
its situation to political
struggles Iin Britain and

He s that because the [s-
lamic group among the
Bangladeshis also drew sup-
port from sources other
than public funding, it was
able to take bold initiatives

on [ssues aflecting their
{ives between 19868 and
1990.

These included the sion

of halal food and prayers

within the disbanded Inner )
London Education Authority
schools, state support for an
Islamia College [or boys,

and opposition to lhf‘.‘.

publication of Salman

mon issues including land re-
forms, centre state relation,
decentralisation of power and
right to employment to all.

Commander killed

Meanwhile, Indian Security
Forces have shot dead a top
Stkh militant wanted for more
than 200 killings linked to a
separatist campaign
troubled northern state of Pun-
jab, police said in Amritsar
w

Satnam Salta, who
carried a price of two million
rupees (111,000 US dollars)
on his head, died last Thursday
in a gunbattle with police in
the northern state uf Uttar
Pradesh.

in. the

Two of his associates and
two police constables also died
in the gunbattle in Pilbhit dis-

trict.

The 26-yecar-old militant
headed a powerful faction of
the Bhindran Wale Tigers

Force of Khalistan, one of a half
dozen groups fighting for a
sSikh homeland called Khalis-
tan (land of the pure).

Former suspect

Rushdie’s book “The Satanic | in Palme kl"ll’lg

Verses.”

Mr Eade concludes: "Once

again, Bangladeshi settlers
were urged to look beyond
their local situation o
political and cultural
Ehangtn taking place in
their country of origin and
throughout the Muslim
world.

"Islam appeared to offer an-
other authentic and
primordial identity which
linked them to a Muslim
history. Yet in looking
further afield they could
also understand how to

struggle against ‘outsiders’

are overcome Iimmense
obstacles in Tdwer
Hamilets.” >,

case arrested

STOCKHOLM (Sweden).
Mar 14 : The former main sus-
pect in the 1986 killing of
Prime Minister Olofl Palme was
arrested after threatening to
kill the manager of a liquor
store, police said Wednesday.,
reports AP.

Store manager Ingvar

Sundling told twe Steckholm

pers that Christer Pet-
tersson, 43, MNew iInto a

ISLAMABAD, Mar 14 :
istani authoritics :nld
Wednesday they had failed to
trace five missing opposition

ties who must
vote in clections to the
Parliament's Upper House to-
day, reports Reuter.

Commerce Minister Mo-
hammad Naecm Khan told the
National Assembly (Lower
House) the government was
doing its utmost to locate the
Decputies. The opposition
claims they have been
abducted by Sind province au-
thorities to prevent them from
voting,

He said the opposition Peo-
ple's Democratic Alliance
(PDA) itselfl might have kept
the Deputics in hiding as a po-
litical tactic to embarrass the
government.

The PDA, led by former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto,
has becn boycotting Parliament
for 11 days over the issue.

PDA sources said the al-
liance was also considering a
collective resignation by all of
its Federal Deputies il Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil's four-
month-old government does
not changt what they call a

e e
- —

Pakistan fails to
trace 5 Deputles

policy of victimisation.

But the PDA will take part
in Thursday's voting for 42
scats of the B7-scat Scnate,
the sources said.

The four Provincial Assem-
blies form the electoral college
for 40 scats while the 217-
seat National Assembly will
clect two Senators for the Is-
lamabad capital area.

~ 'USSR shifts
tanks to escape

- arms treatxt

LONDON, Mar 14 So-
viet Union has shifted tens of
thousands of weapons and ve-
hicles to storage depots to
escape destruction under a
conventional arms (treaty,
Janc's Defence Wecekly re-
ported Wednesday, reports AP.

larry Soyster, Director of
the US Defence Intelligence
Agency, said the Soviets have
placed more than 10,000
tanks, 4,000 other armoured
vchicles and 20,000 artillery
pieces tanks in depots and are

preparing them for hng rm
- storage east of the Ural

tains, the rln'uint said.

Oﬁ the Record

Women mad at

male stripper
ADELAIDE (Australia) : Officlals were asked to Intervene

after 25 women ripped the clothes ofl a male stripper at a
party, then refused to pay for his frustratingly short act, re-

ports AFP,

Consumer Allairs Commission ([CAC) spokesman Norman
Prentice said Friday that the CAC had received a complaint

from a group of women alter a strippe
(US$132) act in 10 minutes instead of the

r ended his 170 dollar
hall hour.

The CAC decided that 100 dollars (US$78) would be a fair

price because the strip

per had performed and nudi:nu:- par-

ticipation had I-u:tlﬂllnr.l his act.
*During his disrobing they ripped oll his G-string and his

shirt. They both

got torn,” Prentice said

“They offered to pay for the G-string and shirt but not his

fee.

“It's part of the

-ce for the

girl of honour, who is

usually highly embarrassed by all of this, to take the gear ofl,”

he said.
The naked stripper

had thrown the maid of honour In a

swimming pool only to get a drenching himself, Prentice said.

They then refused to
naked. He was not in a

to pay him a fee. 'lelﬂll-tll.nd
position to do much

A weck after slinking off unpaid the stripper
proached the women 1o get paid. They refused but referred

they pay 100 dollars.”
The CAC was unaware il the women had complied, Pren-

tice said.

Bird betrays smuggler

WINDHOEK: Namibian police homed in on a diamond

smuggler afier his confused carrier pigeon

flew a load ol con-

traband gems back lo their owners, police said, reports

Reuter,




