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Kuwait's Reconstruction :
How Can We Contribute

To say that Kuwait can never be the same
again is not only to say the obvious but also to
wish a bright and democratic future for a
country that has suffered a brutal aggression.
Sometimes a national crisis can be turned into
an opportunity for moving forward in new
directions that perhaps an uninterrupted
continuation of the past would never have
permitted. That is not to say that the war was
good. but only to point out that events have
overtaken wishes, and that many sacred
premises have been rendered obsolete. It is also
to point oul that ignoring this reality and to try
and rebuild Kuwait on the basis of outdated as-
sumptions would be to let down Kuwaitis who
fought in the resistance. as well as the interna-
tional community that so generously gave people
and resources to restore Kuwait's sovereignty.

Following her independence in 1961, Kuwait
got ofl to a good start with a quasi-democratic
constitution promulgated the [ollowing year. It
provided for elections, a national assembly and a
government somewhat responsible to the elec-
torate. It was this constitution and the six subse-
quent elections for national assemblies held un-
der it, that gave Kuwait the image ol being the
most liberal and democratic of Gulf States, lead-
ing to its becoming a major centre of trade and
banking in the region.

Now that Kuwalit is reborn as a sovereign
state, so must its democratic institutions. We
are much too aware of the traditions of these
emirates to suggest any drastic change. But our
own attachment to democratic values is too
strong to permit us to be mere onlookers. The
restoration of the '62 constitution could be a
starting point — only just that. To it must be
added an enlarged franchise which will be far
larger than the 65,000 men who are the only
ones now allowed to vote because they trace
their citizenship from 1920 or earlier. Women
must also be allowed to vote as also those who
have been living in Kuwait for a long time. A
better deal for guest workers must also be in the
cards. The prosperity that Kuwait enjoyed prior
to being inva was in no small degree due to
the intellectual and physical inputs of the
foreign workers.

Bangladesh as an active participant in the lib-
eration of Kuwait naturally looks forward to
being an active partner in her reconstruction.
The shattered economy will have to be set in
order. Roads, bridges, offices, schools, hospitals
and probably everything else will have to be
rebuilt. Here Bangladesh can make her humble
contribution. Our construction companies can
do as good a job as any and at competitive
prices. The capacities ol our prolessionals are
well known in the region and should be made
use of in this critical stage of Kuwait's history.

In this connection an initiative by the interim
government in the form of sending a high level
delegation to Kuwait Lo look into the possible ar-
eas where our experiise and manpower can be
of use, may prove to be very useful. Better still
the prospective head of the elected government
may undertake a trip to Kuwait and Saudi Arabia,
and look into the possibility of Bangladesh's
involvement in the reconstruction of these two
countries. If some progress can be achieved, it
will definitely go well with the public as another
feather in the new leader's cap.

Forty Thousand Divorces

A report [rom Netrokona last week said over
39,800 marriages were terminated in three years
in the 67 upazilas of the greater Mymensingh
district alone. Non-payment of dowry was cited as
reason number one for the marriages to fail.

Both demanding and accepting dowries are
illegal. Punishing the wile for failing to deliver
against such illegal and immoral demand should
have been doubly criminal and should have, as
such, called for particularly harsh punishment.
But in reality we hear of no one being punished
on the score while the whole sociely converts
itsell into a dowry chasing monster with ils
lolling tongue salivating in anticipation and its
teeth gnashing to threaten and [righten. Law has
in this case failed to inject sanity and
consideration in an unrelenting process of
dehumanisation ol our society. Simply because
there's no agency keen enough on the
enforcement of dowry-inhibiting laws. It cannot
be said that government, the prime enforcer of
all law, has a flatlering record in this regard.

The problem is inherently more amenable to
social rather than legal action. And the dangerous
spread ol the dowry disease is symptomatic of not
only a sociely incapable of standing up to such
crippling social erosion but of one eager to give in
and capitulate to inhumanity, to all things that
destroy society. This should be addressed as such
and no less. Not by government alone but more at
the social level—if we are still left with something
of that, that is. With the fair wind of d
blowing again, this should become the political
actlivists' basic work together with their work on
the literacy front. It should have been first of all a
business of the cultural people—writers and
musicians, those in drama and in the media. The
trendsetting elite at every station of life could set
examples of dowry-less marriages.

The report [rom Netrokona sheds light on an
" important albeit unappreciated aspect of the
marriage and family problem. An overwhelming
proportion of marriages among the rural poor are
never registered. It is very easy for the man to
come out of an unregistered wedlock. That,
according to the report, accounts for the second
big reason for many weddings stopping shert of
fruition. The poor ones do not simply have the
money to pay for the tion. And the report
makes a that the rate of fee be brought down
in view of that. We strongly endorse this to
government for consideration and early action.
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One Year after Pinochet
his Shadow still Looms

Luis Tricot writes from Santiago
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human rights haunts people. S

‘communication exercises”, a
euphemistic way of saying that

had been confined o
barracks and kept on maxi-
mum alert.

Government and other po-
litical leaders were caught
completely by surprise.

, at | am, Minister of De-
fence Particio Rojas said
"these are only routine ma-
noeuvres and everything is un-
der control,” no one believed
him.

It was a long night: the
army had unequivocally warned
the country it would not ac-
cept any accusations of cor-
ruption or ol viclating human
rights.

The human rights question
is one of the most delicate 1s-
sues for the government. Ayl-
win set up a committee
headed by Raul Rettig "to in-
vestigate all cases of violation
of human rights resulting in
death that took place between
the l11th of September 1973
and the 11th of March 1990.

Alter nine months the Ret-
tig report has been published.
Its pages detail over 2,000
cases ol torture, s exe-
cutions, kidnappings and dis-

AppeArances.

Human ts groups and
some poli sectors—mainly
the left— have criticised the
committee’'s terms of refer-

ence because it did not con-
sider cases of torture not re-

sulting in death. 90

per cent of those arrested
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during the years of military
rule were cruclly tortured. The
report also did not contain the
names of those responsible for

—
the crimes

That icads many lo ask
What is the point of such an
exercise? The government
secks (o put the past behind it
and works towards a much-
neceded "national reconcilia-
tion.” Most political parties,
including past and present
supporters of the military

regime, support this position

However, human rights ac-
tivists sece the nme nt
move as an indirect way of de-
creeing a concealed amnesty
for torturers and murderers
This is immoral, they say,
when 300 political prisoners
are still in Chilean jails.

Those who fought o restore
democr are deprived of
their [ m and those who
tortured and killed walk [(recly
on the country's streets

The Government will push
forward fts human rights poli-
cies in spite of opposition from
minority groups. It still com
mands substantial popular
support, enabling it to carry
out its political, economic and
social programmes with little
difficulty

The last opinion polls
showed about 55 per cenl
support for the government
and Aylwin's performance,
down [rom 68 per cent six
months earlier

The government coalition,
led by the Christian Demo-

Will Iraq See a Bright Future Again?

N this modern age war has

been examined in terms of

grand strategy. It s
classified by type — land, sea,
air warfare; by extent —
limited and total warfare; by
means nuclear,
conventional, chemical,
biological warfare; and by
method — guerilla warfare.
Commando activities and intel-
ligence network are also fac-
tors, and considered as back-
up performance for major mili-
tary tion. Above of all is
use of nuclear weapons by ap-
plication of modern and ad-
vanced technology. However,
our combat experience is lim-
ited to two bombs dropped on
Japanese cities in the World
War Il. In the Third World War
(we obwviously wish not occur)
the catastrophe may just be
unimaginable. In any case civi-
lized nations are deadly against
any large scale conlfllict posi-
tively to avert bloodshed, high
war operation costs, destruc-
tion and post-war economical
setback. Therefore diplomatic
fronts are: preferred to the war
[ronts to settle disputes.
Supe r like Soviet Union
reconciles the collapse of
communism in Eastern Europe
without embarking on any
confrontation.

For centuries Middle East
has served as a bridge between
the three continents of Asia,
Europe and Africa. In the
twentieth century the area's
importance has been further
enhanced by the discovery of
vast oil resources. Till 1990,
the Gulf rulers maintained safe
distance from any major con-
flict of other Arab nations with
Isracl over Palestinian cause.
Nevertheless the warring Arab
nations received financial as-
sistance from oil producing
Gulf nations to meet their cost
of war operation against Israel.
The Soviet invasion of

Afghanistan, the Islamic revo-

lution in Iran and 1980 war
between Iran and Iragq un-
lcashed destabilising forces in
the Gulf — a region the west-
ern world crucially depends

upon. During eight years of war
with Iran and following it. Iraq
emerged as the largest military
power in the area with finan-
cial backing of Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia. President
Saddam Hussain, one year after
the termination’ of hostilitics
with Iran, without restructur-
ing the shattered economy of
his ecountry, staked his
regime’'s survival and his
country's economic [uture on
August 2, 1990 in one of the
most unexpected gambles of
Middle East history by order-
ing a full scale invasion of
Kuwait.

President Saddam has been
in politics for nearly three-
and-a-half decades and on bal-
ance it is very difficult to con-
clude whether his military ad-
venture in Kuwait was a cold
blooded operation or he had
been trapped by his own polit-
ical opponents. As it was a
clear cut case of aggression
and breach of international
peace United Nations Security
Council passed several resolu-
tions seeking Iraq's uncondi-
tional withdrawal from Kuwait.

A number of former Heads
of the governments of devel-
oped countries visited Baghdad
to persuade the Iraqi leader to
honour UN Security Council
resolutions. Last moment ap-
proach by French President
Francois Mitterrand and UN
Secretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar also went unheeded.
Disobliged too was the Soviet
President Gorbachev.

Destruction allowed

President Saddam Hussain
of Iraq has allowed destruction
of his country, and under his
leadership the destiny of 17
million innocent resourceful
inhabitants is uncertain and
bleak. Iraq has lost it's inter-
national prestige too., What

benefit President Saddam
derived for his nation from the

by Shamsul Abedin

tion forces ? Many of the major
cities of Iraq Iincluding
Baghdad are partly or totally in
ruins. The human, material
and moral destruction is be-
yond comprehensions. Entire
population of Iraq is suffering
the ravage of altermath — food
shortage, discase, lack of sani-
tation, and dislocations. Iraq's
military capabilities have nl
stantially been reduced. Civil
administration has already col-
lapsed and the country is likely
to face a severe crisis of basic
necessities. Iraqgi leader is now
facing political turmoil inside
his country. Pogt-war civil
commotion is turning into a
civil war and may cost another
100 thousand casualtics.

Desert is a 'paradise’ for
tank and ground battle as
there is no natural defcnce
which create obstruction to
majot offensive and aerial
bombardment while without
air and in cases naval support,
any military success is impos-
sible despite the numerical
superiority and quality of
ground forces. But from the
very beginning of the hostili-
ties Iraqi Air Force was inac-
tive and thcir infcrior naval
force almost destroyed. After
almost six weeks of unabated
aerial bombardment the objec-
tive of coalition forces was vir-
tually achiceved and with almost
unresisted ground offensive
the ultimate independence of
Kuwait was restored. It's a les-
son for any country assuming
itsell as powerful to grab or in-
vade its small neighbour by
force of arms, to check the
temptation.

Economic progress
Till 1980 the economic
progress of Iraq was signifi-
cant. The post World War | pe-
riod witnessed striking ad-

vance in Iraq's economic im-
portance bascd overwhelm-

ingly on oil production and its

and a factor in East-West ri-

valry. There seemcd to have
beeri far more progress after

President Saddam became de
jure ruler than had been
achieved during his cleven
years of nominal power sharing
which ended in July 1979
when President Ahmed llasan
Al Bakr bowed out om ‘ground
of ill-health. After war with
Iran it had been antitipated
that Iraq would again be a ma-
jor oil producer. In 1980 it
was forth in the world, and
second only to Saudi Arabia.
Whatever happens, oil for
many years remains the back-
bone of economy. And Iraqgi oil
is generally excellent in qual-
ity, higher than average Middle
East crudes. There arc other
important resources too. For
thousands of years the fertile
alluvial plains of the Tigris and
the Euphretis basins made it
one of the wealthicst lands. In
addition,its large and relatively
educated population provided
an indigenous labour force few
of its neighbours could ever
hope to match. The country
was sell-sufficient in consumer
goods such as textiles, food-
stulf, paper, sugar, tobacco
products and many construc-
tion materials. Between 1971
and 1980 some 21 billion US
dollars was spent on industrial
development. Trucks, cars,
diesel engines were indige-
nously manufactured on a sub-
stantial scale. Agriculture
which Saddam likes to call
"perpetual oil”™ was certainly
one of the brightest feature of
Iraq's economic future. The
main crops are wheat, barley,
cotton, rice and the lamous
dates of which Iraq is the
largest producer. All in all
Iraq's prospects ol reaching a
scl(-sufficiency in the foresee-
able future was certainly better
than any other major oil pro-
ducer. Education was recetving
considerable emphasis, and
enrollment in five universities

administration was elTicient
and more or less [ree from
corruption in comparison with

other third world countries.
The country has produced
high calibre scientists, physi-
cians, bankers and engineers.

Positive response to 15th
January deadline from Iraqi
dictator was much more better
than present unhappy submis-
ston, and he missed chance of
a [ace saving situation either.
Saddam Hussain's loyal elite
Republican Guards (raised
from his district) — better paid
and better cared, and well
equipped than other regular
forces of Iraq, is the last resort
for survival of his regime. In
addition to mass destruction
President Saddam Hussain of
Iraq cannot also escape the re-
sponsibility for disunity in the
Arab world.

Hope for future

Within a couple of months
Kuwait will again be exporting
ofl. The tiny Sheikdom has got
[rendly ties with almost all the
countries of the world. On the
cont , if the policy of Iraq's
leadership remains the same
reconstruction of | will be a
tremendous and lengthy task.
Let us hope, with the passage
of time, change of Irag's inter-
nal and external policy would
casc {ts joining the peace-
loving nations in the Gulf as
well as utilization of
potentialities to flourish again.
Then, most likely Iraq will be
another Japan within next few
decades and the [future
generations will wage an
economic war against their
adversaries and that will be the
"mother ol all battles.” Iragi
leadership should take the
initiative to remove all
distrusts prevailing in the Arab
world while reasonable ap-
proach and a bit of flexibility
would ensure in the re-
gion. Let the Gulf be a

tragedy
disgraceful chapter of the past

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

uecupation of Kuwait and out of emergence into international n 1980 was 90,000. Overall a : An enemy today is a friend
the war with the US-led coali- affairs as a leading Arab state djsciplined nation Iraq's civil tomorrow.
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Kiddy affair

Sir, The [irst world
summit for children at the
UN Headquarters in New
York was an assurance by
the world guardians like
"Hey kids, we're with ya".

No doubt the world does
care about the children,
which is what every child
needs, desires, and de-
serves as did the today's
grown-ups years ago — a
universal truth that will
hopefully be a tradition

from now on.

Better yet, by all judge-
ments, the occasion was a
very spirited and optimistic
altogether, unparallel in
the civilized world so far,
and should have been
brought about long ago.
"better late than never” is
the only consolation for the

present.

However, the UN back-

was the venue for the
grand gala of the multi-cul-
tural children of the world,
who demonstrated their

her sub-cultures) and was
naturally acclaimed by the
audience. But, indoors, she
projected her smarter
diplomatic developments at
the get-together and seems
to have a great deal
for Bangladeshi' children
"who will inherit the earth
tomorrow” — no kidding !

Bangladesh is working
hard with such zeal for her
children to be leaders in
the world of tomorrow, and
the evidences are the
Shishu Academy, Kachli
Kan-dha, Chander Hut, Mu-
kul Fouz, Ershad Shisu
Paribar, UCEP, SOS, and so
forth. But .... never mind.

Mymensingh 2200

Sir, It is known to all of
us how bad drug addiction
is for health. This is not
only confined to the person
affected with the habit. but
often its extended result
may be extremely harmful
to those who come in con-
tact with them.

A recent news item said
that a person, found to be a
drug addict, killed his
brother locking him in
the boot of his car and set-
ting fire to it. The reason
given by him was the

have done such a thing. For
coughing is something
which is usually not under a
person's control, and if
someone is doing It to
tease others, | am definite

that the punishment is not
death.

He called his brother's
death a barbecue, which a

sane person would h-m
think of. This incident
place in Australia.

So it need no stressing
how harmful drug addiction
can be, and how it can be a
death trap for both the ad-
dict and those around him.

Rima Taher, Banani.

lernative. As 26 year old cab

driver Carlos

reached 30 per cent, but the
future looks better The flow of

Alter a year of Aylwin,
Chilcans do not appear
particularly jubilant. Instead

they seem apathctic toward
politics and the exercise of
democratic rights.

commemorate the first an-
niversary ol the election vic-
lory, President Aylwin asked
the audience: “Hawve the people
won? The reply was a dealen-
ing "No~ -GEMINI NEWS

[ Exchange rate: $1=337
Pesos |

LUIS TRICOT is a Chilean
Journalist writing and broad
casting on Latin American af
Jairs.

The Future of
Yugoslavia

YUGOSLAVIA'S ability to
remain a federal and demo-
rratic state is In question.
Hopes that last year's free
clections in the six republics
would pave the way for
resolving the country's serfous
economic and ethnic problems
have faded. For the past six
months, the republics have
been sparring with each other
over who should control the
political agenda and under
what kind of political struc-
turcs they should co-exist

The sparring has gone be-
yond rhetoric. There has been
violence in the southern
province of Kosovo. Serbia and
Croatia, the two largest re-
publics which harbour mutual
historical grievances, are
armed. Threat by the federal
army to intervene in Croatia in
order to disband local paramil-
itary units was averted. Had 1t
intervened there would have
been much bloodshed. It could
have led to military rule.

Yugoslavia has fallen into
this sad state of affairs because
none of the republics can
agree on the kind of state In
which they want to live and
because the nominal [ederal
authority is too weak to bring
about serious negotiations.
Slovenia, the small, ethnically-
homogeneous republic which
borders Austria, has already
voted for secession. Serbia, the
largest of the republics, wants
a federation. It has territorial
ambitions as well. Mr. Slobo-
dan Milosevic, its communist
president, wants to incorpo-
rate into the republic those
surrounding areas inhabited by
Serbian minorities. This would
lead to a Greater Serbia. It
would mean that Serbia would
control political agenda. a
goal which the late President
Tito spent 35 years trying lo
frustrate. |

Maintaining that integrity
can no longer be sustained. or
justified, in the [ace of military
intimidation, human rights
abuses and territorial ambi-
tons. If Yugoslavia is to con-
tinue as a viable state, and
move closer towards Europe,
which is a desirable direction,
confederation seems the only
option.

In such a confederation,
certain powers, including for-
eign policy, laxation, and de-
fence, would be devolved to
the republics. The army would
resent this. The republics
would have 0 make compro-
mises by agreeing to a national
cu . & central bank em-

et ral bod
el b mplomaet’ Tx-
goslavia's international com-
mitments. All the
would have to respect the
rights of all the ethnic minori-

As the weeks pass, foreign
investors are staying away from
the instability. That instability
could spread across the

mm::-lh
for Yugoslavs to »
tween a loose confederation
and civil war.

— PFinancial Times, London



