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Queen Elizabeth is
rated world's richest
I women with assets
worth $13b. Second in

the list is Jahanna

Quandt, widow of the

MBW car magnet.
Imelda Marcos is
ranked third.
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Article
One year after
Pinochet

12 months ago 17 years
of harsh military dicta-
torship ended in Chile
and a 17-party coaliti-
l on took over. Today the
government of Patricio
Aylwin remains popu-
lar but the question
of human rights
haunts people.
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Americans get in fast
with contracts to
rebuild Kuwait.
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Business

Hosiery products have

emerged as the fastest

growing export sector
in fiscal 1990-91.
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NEWS BRIEFS

General Musa
dead

QUETTA, Mar 13: Retired
General Mohammad Musa,
former Pakistan Army Com-
mander-in-Chief, died of a
heart attack on Tuesday while
serving as Governor of the
southwestern province of
Baluchistan, a government
announcement said. He was
83, reports Reuter.

Chatichai in
London

LONDON, Mar 13: Chatichai
Choonahavan, ousted as Thai-
II:::; Prime Minister in a

less coup 17 da ar-
rived in lnnd[:m tod:r; Bgahau-
chai was given special immi-
gration clearance at Heathrow
Airport, enabling him to be
driven away directly from his
aircraft, reports Reuter.

Manila to let
Imelda return

MANILA, Mar 13: The

Philippine government will al-
low former first lady Imelda
Marcos to return when it files
within this year criminal
charges against her, chairman
of the Presidential Commission
on Good Government (PCGG)
said today, reports Xinhua.

12 killed in
London
LONDON, Mar 13 : Twelve
people were killed and 25
injured when a propane gas
fire swept through a 30-
vehicle pile-up on a foggy

motorway today, police said,
reports Reuter.

If you miss your copy of The

Daily Star today, please call
Telk: 863035 or 2460234.

The Daily Star is at your ser-
vice round-the-clock.
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Formation of Council of Ministers to be delayed

The formation of a new
Council of Ministers is likely to
be delayed further due to
constitutional A hilhly
placed numw
Star that the new Cuuncﬂ of
Minsters may net be formed
until the end of this month.

The constitutional experts
of both BNP and the interim
administration are working out
modalities to hasten the
fermation of the Council of
Ministers as well as transfer of
power. Constitutional experts
are sharply divided on transfer
of power by the Acting Presi-
dent to the newly elected
speaker on April 5. The pro-
ponents of transferring power
to the speaker told The Daily

Star that the modalities could

be worked out on the basis of

the doctrine of necessity.
Article 5§5(2) of the consti-

tution that f the of-
fices President and Vice-
President fall wvacant, the

speaker will become acting
president, But the constitu-
tional experts hold the view
that since the provision is

clear in Article 51 that the
President shall resign to the
Vice-President and vice versa.
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
who is now Acting President
cannot resign to the speaker.
If the Acting President is ab-
sent or ill or cannot function
for some other causes, power
will automatically go to the
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speaker. The constitutional
experts say that no such situa-
tion has arisen now.
Meanwhile, inter-party con-
sultations have started to ar-
rive at a concensus on the
form fﬂl[?i government. The lead-
ers ol BNP are not opening u
their mind about It: lln'iutp
The lcaders are sticking to
their stand that the issue
should be resolved on the
floor. Besides, the top notch-
ers ol BNP said they differ with
the interpretation of Novem
ber 19 declaration by three al-
liances regarding the transfer
of power to a sovercign par-
llament. The leaders strongly
hold the view that the election
to the parliament has been

compieted and power should
be handed over to the
clecied speaker which will ful-
fl the declaration of November
19. But the su s of
llamentary hmpﬁ'mmmt
told The Daily Star that a
sovercign parliament means

parliamentary form of govern-
ment.

The debate over the trans-
fer of power and the form of
government is likely to be in-
tensified after the oath of
members of parliament on
March 17,18 and 19,

BNP has adopted the “wait
and sec” policy till the swear
ing-in of the MPs-elect to take
a firm line on the formation of
governmenil.
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‘So far as Awami in
concerned its leaders not
remain satisfled with a.mere
change in form of the gow
ernment, they will demand a
return to the pro-19786 consti
tutional position”, authorita
tive BNP sources said.

The BNP sources said its
stand on the form of govern-
ment is clear —the question
will be decided by parllament.

“How can Lhe minority im-
pose its decision on the ma
jority™ ? —— the BNP souree
asked AlL's stand against the
formation of a government by
BNP is thus viewed as a total
opposition to the democratic
process of transfer of power.

One senior BNP leader said:

Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man
you are likely to kill by
rash driving may be you!
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Will the interim government

then remain for one full
term"7?7

Another sentor BNP leader
obscrved, 1 think Awami Lea
guers themselves are nol clear
about what they stagd for. It's
crystal clear that they want to
go o power. What they want
convey is “cverything is good if
we are in power”, the BNP
leader saud

The BNP leaders termed
the present situation as difli-
cult, and said political leaders
should work rising above indi-
vidual and party interests to
tide over it through tLalks and
exchange of ideas. They said,
‘we also know what fale awails I

See Page 10 Col |

General elections likely

Lok Sabha dissolved

NEW DELHI, Mar 13: Indian
President Ramaswamy Venka-
taraman today dissolved parlia-
ment's lower house with
immediate effect, paving the
way for [resh elections in the
world's largest democracy,
reports AFP.

The presidential proclama-
tion came one week alter
Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar announced the resig-
nation of his four-month-old
minority government in a
move that plunged India into
political uncertainty.

The announcement said a
new Lok Sabha, parliament's
clected lower house, "should
be constituted on or before
June 5.," indicating that clec-
tions might be held in May as
widely anticipated.

It added that orders on
fresh polls would be made sep-

arately. A spokesman for Mr
Venkataraman said the dales
for the clection would be an-
nounced by the Election
Commission alter it received
the presidential notification.

Mr Shekhar, 63, quit on
March 6 after effectively losing
the legislative backing of his
ally, the Congress (I) of former
Premier Rajiv Gandhi. He then
called for election.

The demand was {mmedi-
ately echoed by all major polit-
ical parties.

The congress began boy-
cotting Parliament on March 5
to protest alleged police
surveillance of Mr Gandhi's
residence, leaving Mr Shekhar
without the number of MP's
required to control the legisla-
ture.

Earlier today, India's par-
liament adjourned indefinitely

in May |

alter a briel session, preparing
the ground for the presidential
order dissolving the Lok Sabha
and ordering general elections.

The Rajya Sabha, or upper
house, adjourned after a 90
minute meeting when it ap-
proved a six-month extension
beyond May 11 of New Delhi's
direct federal rule in the
northern state of Punjab,
wracked by a Sikh separatist
cam .
The Lok Sabha had ended
its sitting Tuesday.

Immediately afterwards, Mr
Gandh| asked the President to
announce fresh polls to par-
liament without further delay,
Congress spokesman \'ithal
Gadgil said.

AP adds: Commentators said
Gandhi, who has yet to rebuild
his shaken party, overplayed

See Page 10 Col 1

1 demilitarize the Golan Heights.

Task Force suggests reduced chendence on foreign aid
Jamuna bridge with railroad

technically, economically viable

The proposed Jamuna
Multipurposc Bridge (JMB) is
technically and. economically
viable, according to a Task
Force report. The Task Force,
constituted by the interim
government, suggested that
the construction of the bridge
should be given top priority,

The report was submitted
lo the Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed on
Sunday by Planning Adviscr

By Shahiduzzaman Khan

Prol. Rehman Sobhan.

Another Task Force report
on transportation identificd
main problems of the sector
and suggested remedial
measures for a better transport
nctwork in the country.

The report found many dis-
crepancies in planning process
and fund allocation in the
transport sector. It identified
absence of proper prioritics
and policy decisions, inability

to enforce existing laws and
ineflective controlling mecha-
nism and lack of institutional
coordination as the major
problems in the sector.

The Task Force recom-
mended both long-term and
short-term measures to solve
the problems of the transport
sector.

Another Task Force report
See Page 10 Col 6

PLO concessmn to Israel? |

DAMASCUS, Mar 13: US
Sccretary of State James A
Baker, on the final leg of his
Middle East trip, is looking for
the opening that would get
Syria and the Palestinians talk-
ing to Isracl, reports AP.

Baker, who arrived in
Damascus Wednesday, also
likely to look for word on US
hostages held in Lebanon.
According to some reports,
thecy have been moved from
Beirut to the Syrian-controlled
Bekaa Valley.

Baker would like the Syrian
leader to show interest in ne-
gotiations with Israel. A start-
ing point could be talks to

Syria lost the territory to
Israel in the 1967 six-day war
and part of it was annexed.

Reuter from Tel Aviv says:
Baker ended a two-day trip to
Isracl Wednesday leaving both
Israclis and Palestinians happy.

And although there was no
apparent change in prospects
for ending their dispute. US
official briefing journalists
spoke of signs of new thinking
throughout the Middle East
since the end of the Gulf war.

Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion (PLO) official quoted as

See Pigﬂ 10 Col 7

US Secretary of State James Baker poses for photographs

with a leading PLO personality, Faisal Husseini
his meeting with a Palestinian delegation at the US
consulate in West Jerusalem on Tuesday.

prior to

—AFP photo

The Ansar camp at east Rajarbngh which an armed group allegedly tried to occupy on
Wednesday. The dead (inset) is the victim of firing by the Ansars.

| 1 killed, 50 hurt |

in firing by
Ansars

By Staff Correspondent

One person was killed and
at least 50 others were injured
when Ansar personnel opened
fire to disperse an armed
group ol people who report-
edly madc an attempt to evict
an Ansar camp on a vested
property at east Rajarbagh in
the city in the small hours of
Wednesday.

The dead was identified as
Billal (25) of Narsingdi district.
His body was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Ansars of the camp, located
at 10, east Rajarbagh, told The
Daily Star that about 500
people armed with guns,
hockey sticks, ‘'ram daos' and
other lethal weapons suddenly
attacked their camp at about
4.30 am

See Page 10 Col 2

Students strike
in Ctg over
killing of
Shibir leader

CHITTAGONG, Mar 13

Students boycotted classes Inh

major educational institutions
in the city today in protest
against the killing of Firoz
Mahmud (22) here on Monday
night, reports BSS,

The strike call was given by
Chittagong metropolitan unit
of Bangladesh Islami Chhatra
Shibir as part of its three-day
protest programme announced
on Tuesday.

Firoz Mahmud, a student of
Chittagong University and
Shibir leadcr, was killed by ri-
vals on Monday last.

Protest rallies were held in
all educational institutions ex-
cept Pahartali College,
Government City College and
Omar Ghani M.E.S. College
where Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
Jatiya Chhatra League and
Bangladesh Chhatra League (H-

See Page 10 Col 4
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Khaleda tells APSU
BNP Govt will give
priority to education

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
chicl Begum Khaleda Zia on
Wedncsday called upon the
student community to play a
responsibie role in establishing
a sound academic atmosphere
in all the educational
institutions which had been
destroyed by the ousted auto-
cratic regime, reports BSS,

She said, "the healthy atmo-
sphere in the campuses cannot
be established unless the stu-
dents play a cooperative and
positive role in this regard.

Begum Zia was talking to
the members of All-Party
Student Union (APSU) at the
party's Banani office. The 19-
member delegation of APSU
presented a bouquet to Begum
Zia and congratulated her on

her party's victory in the clec-
tions

Begum Zia sought active co- |
operation of the students in
resisting any effort to create
chaos and confusion in any
sector of the national life.

The BNP chiel said during
the nine years of autocratic
regime all the institutions, in-
cluding the educational places,
had been destroyed.

She said " as democracy has
returned to us, we have to
work together to reconstruct
the country.”

Begum Zia said the auto-
cratic Ershad had mo
the nation by destroying all its
economic institutions.

She said as the ousted

See Page 10 Col 4

AL leadership under -
fire for poll debacle

By Staff Correspondent

The extended Executive
Committee meeting of the
Awami League on its second
day Wednesday renewed the
party decision to continue
struggle for restoration of

parliamentary form of govern-
ment.

On the day the central lead-
ership came under fire from
the district level leader for the

rty’s failure in the just con-
cluded parliamentary elec-
tions.

According to party leaders
the political resolutions which
were adopted at the meeting
did not include Sheikh
Hasina's proposal for condi-
tional support to other parties.
Sheikh Hasina has been insist-
ing on repealing 4th to 10th
amendments to the Constitu-
tion and has made the demand
a pre-condition for support any

] pnrtiu in Parliament.

Meanwhile, the Awami
League candidates who lost in
the election blamed the par
lcaders for their l:]ﬂ:tnrl.l
liance with the other cnmpn
nents of Eight Party combine.
They said that the candidates
of other partics did not with-
draw from election campaign
in many constituencies, which
caused for the party.

Presidium member Dr Ka-
mal Hossain did not attend the
meeting due to fliness. Mean-
while, many leaders from dil-
ferent districts called on Ka-
mal Hossain at his residence
and discussed the maiter re-
lated to party interest.

On the other hand, of
the district leaders also
on Awami League leader Tolael
Ahmed.

The meeting also took de-
cision instructing the central

See Page 10 Col 2

Beg's pro-Islamic bent worries Was

ISLAMABAD Mar 13 :
Washington is worried that
Pakistan's Army Chiefl of Stall
Aslam Beg, who displayed a
pro-Islamic bent during the
Gull war, may have political
ambitions, Western sources
and newspapers here say,
reports AFP.

Not only was the General
critical of US-led onslaught
against Iraq at a time when
10,000 Pakistani troops were
lined up with the US-led
coalition, he has also emerged

as a key figure in Pakistan's
nutlcar dispute with
Washington

The United States, which
has been at odds for the past
six months with Islamabad
over suspicions” it has the
capacity to develop nuclear
weapons, seems (o view
General Beg as an obstacle to a
settlement of the nuclear
controversy and fears he may
be secking political pewer, a
top Western diplomat said.

"Last month's tensions

between the civilian
government and the military
over the Gulf war have not
ended”. The latest issue of the
monthly magazine Herald
warned, adding that upcoming
wecks would see whether the
"government can see through
its term in office or whether
there is a military takeover.”
Washington associates the
General with the country's
military Islamic lobby, which is
active within the inter-services
intelligence agency and

includes the Mundamentalist
Jamaat-e-Islami party, the
Western diplomat indicated.
The lobby, deeply anti-
Indian, found vent for its views
in an editorial published
Tuesday in the Muslim Daily.
Commentator Sireen Mazari
charged that US diplomats
were “carefully orchestrating a
campaign to draw negative
similarities” between Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein and
General Beg, who she said
embodied Pakistan's nuclear

"streak of deflance.”
According to Washington,
Pakistan last year made great
strides in enriching uranfum
and developing nuclear
devices, thus contravening a
US law that regulates bilateral
relations in the field.
According to one Western
diplomat, Pakistan is “in a
position to possess all the
clements” of a bomb.
Washington sus
some 600 million
annual aid te Pakistan

in
I st

ington

October after President George

Bush failed to r.'crtlly to
Congress that Islamabad’s
nuclear was solely

- for peaceful purposes.

The move came at the
height of the Gulf crisis and
further stirred anti US
sentiment in this Muslim
nation that spilled into the
sireets as thousands here
showed their support for Irag,
a leliow |slamic nation.

General Beg, 50, is due 0

retire in August

White Panel
sweeps DU
Senate polls

By Staff Correspondent

Candidates o the
White Panel’ swept
election of the

elected. None of the
pancl ‘Chetona’

See Page 10 Col |

Judgement on
Raushan’s writ

likely today
The hearing of the writ
challenging
detention of former President
HM Ershad bega
Wed before a Division
Bench of the Supreme Court.
reports BSS.

The Division Bench
comprised Justice Mohammad
Abdul Jalfl and Justice Kasi
Shafluddin.

Counsel for the petitioner,
Kazi Shahadat Hossain, argued
that the detenue had
commitied no crimes or

udicial activities for which

is to be arrested under

| Powers Act of 1974.

grounds of detention as

shown in the warrant of arrest
were and irrelevant.

Shahadat Hossain alseo
argued that the arrest had
been made to harass, humiliate
and punish Ershad with a
malafide Intention.

See Page 10 Col 2

More cases °
against
Ershads

A city lawyer has flled a case
against deposed President
H.M. Ershad, his wife Raushan
Ershad and two others for
alleged fraudulence, abuse of

r and financial
nefit through improper
means, reports UNB.

m;dmtc Abdul Wahab who
the case with 'I‘t#on
Police on Tuesday accused

Ershad, his wife Raushan,
former RAJUK Chairman
Rahmatullah and an Authorised
Officer of RAJUK of incu

loss of Taka 27 lakh to
government.

According to the FIR, the
former RAJUK Chairman in
collusion with the Authorised
Officer allotted a plot of land at
Kawran Bazar in the name of
Raushan Ara Begum without
mentioning her address and

See Page 10 Col 6

Salahuddin for
power handover
to new Speaker

By Staff Correspondent
Salahuddin Kader Chow-
dhury, MP-elect from Chitta-
-12 and leader of National

mocratic Party (NDP), said
on Wed the carctaker
government s hand over

power to the newly eclected

speaker on Aprfl 5 as the fifth

parliament goes into session

on that day.
Mr Chowdhury was address-
ing a press nee at the

National Press Club. He said,
with the end of the interim

See Page 10 Col §

Election in
Munshiganj-3



