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Shah Moazzem
unwilling to be
transferred to PG

Former Deputy Prime Min-
ister Shah Moazzem llossain,
now huf:d in jail, has
w W o
transier him cither to PG or
Suhrawardy lospital for
treatment, to an of-
ficial handout in Dhaka
on Monday, reports BSS.

Responding to a demand

made at a Jatiya Party meeting
ltFHnth:pnhh:mnnFndny

for the relecase of Shah
Moazzems. Hossain on account
of his fliness, Lthe government

said the authorities of the
Central Jail recently put for-
ward a proposal to transfer
him to PG or Suhrawardy

from the jail for his
ilincss. In the midst of ar-
rm nt to transfer him o

PG Hospital Shah Moazzcm

Ilossain expressed his un-
willingness to transfer him to

PG or Suhrawardy Hospital. On
the . he said he was
willing to go to dilferent hospi-
tals from time to time for vari-
ous kinds of examination and
consultation — a proposal
unaccecptable to the govern-
ment in the interest of sccu-
rity, the handout added.

For such opinion of Shah
Moazzem Hossain it has not
becn possible for the govern-
ment to take any step in this
respect, it said.

Mcanwhile, Acting Chair-
man of Jatiya Party Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury on Mon-
day cxpressed his concern
over scrious delerioration of
health of Jatiya Party Sccretary
General Shah Moazzem
llossain and demanded his
immediate release from the

jail.

Hidden treasure
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by onc of the MPs elccted
from ur but was op-
poscd by many other JP MPs.
They argued that bringing
Raushan in politics will tar-
nish the image of the dg-
posed president further at
this critical juncture.

They elieved that
Raushan Ershad did excesses
during the JP regime and ran
a paraliel government in the
country.

However, it was decided
that party’'s acting president
Mizanur Rahman Chewdhury
will contest the by-clection
in a scat lo be vacated by
Ershad while the three
others arce likely to be con-
tested by local Jatiya Party
lcaders.

Sultan

From Page | Col 8

He is survived by his wilc,
two sons, two daughicrs and a
number of grand children.

His Namaz-e-Janaza hcld
will be held at Baitul Mok-
arram Mosque today (Tuesday)
after Zohr prayer. He will be
buried at the Banani Graveyard.

Qul Khawani of Syed Sultan
will be held on March 14 aller
Asr prayer at his 8 , Gulshan

Avenuc residence.
Born in Mymcnsingh dis-

trict in 1917 Sycd Sultan csta-
blished himscll as a distin-
guished lawycr.

He was associated with poli-
tics of this country for a long
time. lle was a member of
Pakistan National Assembly in
1962 and 1970. lle was
Bangladesh Iligh Commiss-
foner in London from 1972 to
1976.

During the Libération War of
1971 Sycd Abdus Sullan pro-
jected the case of libcration
struggle in course of visits to
the United States, United
Kingdom, United Nations and
Canada,

He also made his mark as a
ercative writer.' He ecarned
name and fame as a wriler of
belles-letires, stories and
trave as well as a crilic.

Some of his works includc
Genocide in Bangladesh,
Money Bag and Pancha Nadir
Polimati. -

Jamaal leader Abbas Ali
Khan in the statcment said
"we lost a distinguished pcor-
sonality through Sayed Abdul
Sultan's dcath”.

on Monday

Bangla
expresscd ils profound sorrow
at the deaith Syed Abdus
Sultan.

Paying tributes to the de-
ceased Bangla Academy in a
statement said the people of
this country would always re-
member his palriotism and
active role in the War of
Liberation. llis contributions to
our literature arc also worth
mentioning, it added.

CEC
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have to inform the Election
Commission before taking oath
which constituency he/she
wants to rcpresent through a
declaration. Otherwise he/she

will not be able to take oath as

Sangsad mcmber.

Editor : S. M. Al

-

Awami League
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Repeal of the Filth
Amendment will raise certain
fundamental controversics on
sccularism, socialism and [ith
in Almighty Allah. Shcikh
Hasina's move will only com-
plicate the demand for a
change to a parliamentary lorm
of government, they said.

At the meceting of the
Awami League Parliamentary
Party, Sheikh Hasina insisted
on the repeal of the Filth
Amendment to the Cons-
titution which blocked the
trial of the killers of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and four
other leaders in jail. She said

that the Fifth Amendment to

the Constitution could be
Amended keeping intact the
insertion of 'Bismillah’. She
however did not say anything
about other [undamental
to the Constitution.

BKSAL General Sccretary
Abdur Razzak said that the
nced of ‘the hour was the con-
tinuation of constitutional rule
and the fulfilling of the desire
of the pcople by implementing
the commitment made by the
three allianees in their Joint

Declaration.
NAPP leader Panka
Bhattacharya said that the

Awami League would not be-
have in the right way il it de-
manded anything morc than

adherence - to the Joint
Declaration.
Five-parly Ileader and

General Sccretary of Workers
Party Rashed Khan Mcnon said
that Sheikh lasina was (rying
to create an impediment in

the establishing of a parlia-

mentary form of government,

-— —=

Hearing on Ershad
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op the move and submit-
ted that time might be allowed
for hearing the matters rclated
to the Writ of Ershad and Shah
Moazzem llossain, but the de-
tention matters of DBegum
Raushan Ershad should be
taken up.

The court was pleased to al-
low onc day's time.

Ershad and Begum Raushan
Ershad have becen detained in
the Gulshan sub-jail since they
were arrcsled.

Shah Moazzem llossain was
arrcsted under the Special
Powers Act 1974 on December
11. Sincc then he has been
lodged in Dhaka Central Jail,

Former Attorney Genceral,
Barrister Rafiqul Haque, Bar-
rister Kazi Shahadat Hossain,
Advocate Sheikh Rezaul Karim
appearcd -for the petitioners
while Modasscr Hossain Addi-
tional Attorncy Gencral and
Obaidur Rahman, Dcputy At-

torncy gcencral appearcd for
the State.

Mahmudul Hassan,
Zafar Imam

Mcanwhile, the Writ pecti-
tions challenging the deten-
tion of former IHome Minister
Major Gen (Retd) Mahmudul
Ilasan and former Jute Minis-
ter Lt Col (Rid) Zafar Imam
will come up for hearing be-
forc a two-judge Division
Beneh of the Tigh Court Divi-
sion comprising Justice Fazle
llossain Mohammad llabibur
Rahman and Justice Mainur
Reza Chowdhury on March 27.°

The Bench fixed the date
after hearing the prayers of the
lawycrs of both the petitioners
and the Depuly Attorney Gen-
cral.

Rashed llassan, son ol Ma-
jor Gen (Rid) Mahmudul Hasan
and Noor Mahal, wile of Lt Col
(Rtd) Zafar Imam f[iled the Writ
pctitions challenging the de-
tention of Mahmudul Ilasan

and Zalar Imam.
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Hasina’s new
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chief Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meeting at Tungibari, Munshiganj on Monday.

Barrister Syed Ishtiaq
Ahmed had ecarlicr told The

Daily Star that an accounlable

government could be c¢stab-
lished only through a parlia-
mentary form and extensive
Amendments to the existing
Constitution. There was no nc
cessily te repeal the other
Amendments, he added.

Political quarters bcelicve
that the strength of BNP as it
now stands in parliament is
not enough to go for any uni-
lateral constitutional change.

In the 330-scat parliament
any Amendment (o the
Constitution will ‘require the
voles of 220 members. |

Mcanwhile the Jatiya Party,
which bagged 35 seals has al-
rcady declared that it will op-
pose any change Lo
Presidential system and as
such the neccessily ol getting
Awami League support has be-
come vital for the BNP to
change the form ol govern-
ment.

It will again be difficult for
the BNP to Amend the Fifth
Amendment to the
Conslitution as demanded by
the Awami League.
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Hasina
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Shefkh Auranga,

an MP-cleel from Fandpur
weTe on the oceasion.
Besides the Awami League
chiefl also addressed public
mectings at Dighirpar Bazar
and Bazar in Tangibar
upazila. She also addrcssed
about a dezen way - sidc meet-
ings including those at Rikabi
Bazar, Sipahipara, Tinsiri,
Kamarkhara School premiscs,
Mulchar, BDhitimaldh (Kalibari)
Arial Detak and Abdullahpur.
She also s at a
number of places including
Dhipur, Naina and Dashlang 0
talk to the people who sponta-
E‘uli’ gathered at the road-

FElection was postponed in
Munshiganj-3 eonstituency fol-
lowing the death.of a candi-
dalc.

» make huge moncy denying
the innocent poer.

She saild Ziaur Rahman and”

Ershad ruled the country only
for their selfish intercsts. She
said both BNP and Jatiya Marty

were born in the cantonment

but she said the Awami League
was horn out of the struggle to
establish justice and truth.

demand surprises proponents

Many of the Awami Leaguc
MI”s also differ with lasina's
conditions.

They said that it was the re-
sponsibility of the Awami
Lcarue to suppoart the
Amendment to go back o a
parliamentary florm ol

Government as well as the duty
ol BNP to abide by the Joint
Declaration.

Political analysts said il the
88 members of Awami League
and 35 members of Jaliya
Parly refrain from supporting
any sort of Amendment to the
Constitution the BNP will not
have any other choice but to
stick to the Presidential form
ol government. _

The BNP will also not be
ablc to make any other
Amcndment such as giving
more powcr to the parliament
for the same rcason.

Mcanwhile Awami League
has called an extended meet-
ing today [Tucsday) to discuss
the present political situation
and decide aboul its role in the
parliament.

IBNP rcached a consensus
on the form of government in

its last Council Scssion held on
March 8, 1986, but has not yct
laken a Mnal decision In this
reganrd.

The BNP has called an cox-
lended mecting on March 15
to decide about the presiden-
1.l election.

IINP sources said Lhe
mweling will also discuss the
Joinl Declaration ol the three
alllances and . the prevalling
political situation.

BNP Sccrctary Gencral
Salam Talukdar who was one of
the main proponents of par-
liamentary form of government
within the BNP told The Daily
Star that he would not say any-
thing about the form of gov-
ernment. lle said the parlia-
ment would decide this.

Presidential election

In the event of a presiden-
tial clection the nation will
have to vote once again this

The Amended Article 123
under Ninth Amendmenl Lo
the Constitulion stalcs, “An
clection to fill a vacancy in the
oflice ol President occurring

il

by rcason of the expiration of
his term or by reason of his
death, resignation, impeach-
ment or removal shall be held

within the pecriod of one hun-

dred and eighty days prior to

the date on which his term
shall expire or his term would
have expired il there were no
such dcath, resignation, Im-
pcachment or removal”™.

llecnce the clection shall
have Lo be held 180 days prior
to October 16, when the last
presidential clection had been
held.

The Clause 2 B of that
Article further states, "Il both
the offlices of President and
Vice-I'resident have lallen va-
cant by rcason of their dealh,
resignation, impeachment or
removal the elections to [ill
the vacancies shall be held
within the period of one hun-
dred and eighty days aller the
occurrcnce ol the last & the
two vacancics.”

llenee the clections will be
hcld within 180 days from the
date, Il and when Lhe incum-
bent Acting President resigns.

......

e '*-u.
Jalal Talbani, one of

the leaders of the Kurdish Iraqi opposition in Iraq embraces Ayattollah

g

Muhammad Taqi Mudarissi, the leader of the Islamic Action Organisation in Iraq and
Aziz. Muhammad, leader of the Iraqi Communist Party Monday in Beirut during the
conference of several of the Iraqi oppoesition groups.
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Some- 325 opposition figurcs
from 23 factions, including
Communists, Arab 'national-

ists, Shi'itc Muslim fundamen-

lalists and liberals, were meet-
ing in Lebanon Monday under
hecavy sccurity provided by
hundreds of Syrian troops.

Syria, the main power bro-
ker in Lebanon, opposcd
Saddam in the Gulf War. Syria
and lraq are ruled by rival
wings of the Baath Arab
Socialist Party.

An outbreak of violence
forced Sccretary of State
James A Baker IIl to canccl a
planned visit to the predomi-
nantly Arab but Isracli-con-
trolled castern sector ol Lthe
city. )

Baker mct with Egyptlian
President lHosni Mubarak here
Monday 'after saying he will
not ask Arabs to make gesturces
for peace until he knows how
far Israc] is prepared o go in
maltching them.

lle arrived at midaflternoon
Monday in Jerusalem, where
his call for unspecificd con-
cessions by Israel alrcady is
causing problcms.

In canceling his scheduled
visil to East Jerusalem as part
of a 10-day tour of the Middle
East, DBaker denounced
Sunday's [atal stabbing of lour
Isracli women in mostly
Jewish West Jerusalem as
tragic and appalling acts.

Nonectheless, Baker's
spokcswoman, Margarct D
Tutwiler, said he would follow
through with plans o mecl
Tuecsday with a group of
Palestinian Arabs at the home
of the US Consul-General in

V/esl Jerusalem.

Baker is to meet 12
Palestinian lcaders from Lhe
Occupied Terrilorics 8n
Tuesday alternoon. The dele-
gation would carry a memo-
randum on the PLO stance on
the Palestinian question, the
sources said.

Arab participants in the
planned meeting are listed
only by occupation. US ofli-
cials mamtained they do not
know whether delegalion
members have tics with the
Palestine Liberation
Organisation.

Alter a two-hour scssion
with Mubarak, Baker told re-

12 Foreign
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Besides the government has
also given promoltion to 10
high ranking officials to the
rank of joint scerclary, dirce-
tor general, C-grade am-
bassador, censul general and
minister. The persons are
Mahboob Alam, Deputy lHigh
Commissioner lo Calcutta,
Tofacl Ahmed, Director,
‘Forcign Ministry,
lossen, Deputy High Comm-
issioncr Lo Karachi, Dr Iie-
kher Ahmed Chowdhury,
Counscllor Permanent Mission
ol Bangladesh to United Nati-
ons, Mohammad Ruhul Amin,
Director, Forcign Mi-nistry,
Syed Nur lossen, Director,
Foreign Ministry, Dr Alsarul
Kader, Deputy High Com-
missioner to Islamabad, urm-
ayun Akhtar Kamal, Councillor
High Commissioner to Colo-
mbe, S. K. Surjed llossen,
Director, Forcign Ministry and
A. K. M. Nurul Islam

Sirajul. p

—AFP photo.

Democratic federal Iraq

poriers his mecting with the
Palcstinians would not consti-
tute resumption of a dialoguc
with the PLO.

The individuals that | un-
derstand we will be mecting
with .... arc people thal have
mct before with representa-
tives of the US government
and Israel, he added.

» Women MPs
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ous amendment, the candi-
dates those who had more
than half of the total votcrs
(300 MPs) as proposcrs and
scconders in their respeclive
nomination papers used to be

declared elected by the
returning officer.
The carlicr provision in the

presidential order of 1973 that
was dropped by the past Er-
shad regime is now restored
by the Representation of the
People (Scats for Women
Mcmbers) (Amendment) Ordi-
nance, 199]1 (February
25,1991). It provides for the
rocedure of the unopposcd
election of women members in
the respective reserved scats.

Alll' the persons who are
elected as members of parlia-
ment from the gencral scats
and have made and subsecribed
oath or affirmation will form
the clectoral college to vole
for the candidates secking
clection or each of the 30 re-
served seals for women.

The voter om receiving a
ballot paper for each of the
seils for which there is a con-
test will cast their voles se-
cretly, according 1o a provision

US food aid
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tails of the aid rcquest for

1992 in their testimony before

the

[louse Forecign Aflairs

» Subcommitllce cn Asian and

Pacific Affairs.

The offlicials also discusscd
the extent to which the Gull
war and the crisis lcading to il
had aflfected economically.
While the impact of the crisis
had been weaker than cx-
pected, almost all countries in
the sub-continent experienced
a4 scrious decline in remit-
lances, said Teresita Schaller,
[Depuly Assistant Sccrelary of
State in her testimony.

The USAID Assistant
Administrators llcriclia
llolsman Fore and Carol
Adclman and Deputy Assistanl
Sccretary of Delfence llenry
Rowen also testified before the
Ilouse Forcign Affairs
Subcommillee.

The officials praiscd new
democratic openings in Ncpal
and Bangladesh and the appar-
cnl resilience of democralic
Institutions in India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. They acknowl-
cdged concern over issucs such
as Lhe region’s contnuing vio-
lence, widespread economic
hardship, and Lhe spread ol
weapons of mass destruction.

About the impact of the Gulf
crisis, they told the Commitlee
that South Asian workcers
forced out of Iraq and Kuwail
has undcrgonc a greal deal of
personal hardship and disloca-
tion. In more concrcic lerms,
the Deputy Assistant Secrelary

of State told the Commitliec -

that - Bangladesh had been
"particularly hard hil® because
of the crisis, sullering a 2.5 per
cent decline in the Gross
National Product (GNP).

The Deputy Assislanl
Secrclary of Delence men-
tioned particularly about Lhe
important military contribu-
tions of Bangladesh and
Pakistan o the anti-lraq cf-
fort. lle added that Bangladcesh
contributed 2,300 troops Lo de-
fend Saudi Arabia against

Iraqi aggression.

Describing the recent elec-
tions in Bangladesh as “the
most free, fair and non-vio-
lent” ever, Teresita Schalffer
said hat Bangladesh's’
*commitment to continue eco-
nomic rcforms and its cflorts
toward strengthening demo-
cratic pluralism® had
prompted the administration
to cancel Dhaka's outstanding
development assistance debt of

292 million dollars during the

current. liscal year.

“We believe that debt relief
can make a significant contri-
bution loward the counirys
economic and political devel-
opment”, she noted.

}
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The Midnight File
Manila may extend US lease

MANILA. Mar 11 The Philippines sald today #t mighu allow

US muiitary lorces o remain in the

ycars Manila has
Americans) happy.,
make eve

Raul Manglapus. The current
Scptember, reports Reuler.

the scven

byond |
. "M n make them (ithe

not? They are our riends. We want
happy.” said Philippine Foreign Ministcr

US leasc on the bases expires in

S African violence toll 43

ALEXANDRA. Mar | 1: Police shot a black man 1o dcath

Monday when a
pairol in the latest

gang armcd with firchombs attacked a

polwe
in three days of black faciion
dead. Police Col. Frans

ﬂ‘i:::lhllrlllhﬂﬂ

said that between Saturday and carly Monday 16
people were killed and 53 injured in the black township of
Alcxandra in northern Johannesburg, four men were kilkd n
ncarby Tembisa township, and three in Seweto 10 the south

reporis AP

Papandreou boycotts trial

ATHENS., Mar |1: Former Premicr Andreas Papandreou
boycotted on Monday the start of a trial in which he and theve

associales stand accused of
hundreds of millions of dollars from a

MPapandreou sup
fore a special lm.

lia. reporis Al

court
has refused to mh‘f; mmm

taking bribes and emberzling

he be-
as t mm*

in absen-

Pak Senate polls March 14

ISLAMABAD, Mar 11: Contest for 42 out of the 87 Senale
scals is to start on March 14 the national and provincial
asscmblics of Pakistan. According to local press reports A

only 71 candidates from differemt

”"ﬂ v

liances are kflt in the ficld as |14 nominces withdrew thoir
nominations on the last day of the withdrawal on Sunday, re-

ports Xinhua.

Masliukov - Tian discuss trade

BEWING, Mar 11: Sovict Deputy Prime Minister Yurl
Masliukov discussed economic ties and bilateral trade with

his Chinese counterpart Tian

Spokcsman said the talks focussed on China's

Jiyun . A Sovictl

aid

for the Soviet Undon, adding that the issue “should be settled™
during Masliukov's visit, reports AFP.

Three million to

carry AIDS in US

WASHINGTON, Mar 11: More than three million pcople
will become AIDS carricrs in the Americans by the end of the
1990s, most of them women from Latin America and the

Caribbean, according to a st
Pan Amecrican Health Organ

udy released today. The report by
isation (PAHO) said

million people have already been infected with the Human
Immuno-dciiciency Virus (11IV) , which causes AIDS, reports

AFP

S Korean - US mock war today

SEOUL, Mar 11: Obscrvers (rom 25 nallons
joint South Korean-US military

Tucsday, the first mock war games held since
The Defense Ministry said Monday that midl

waltch
h begin
If War.
taches of 23

excroiscs

Embassics and military officers from Poland and Switzcrland
had accepted invitations to observe the anfiual "Team Spirit”

field excreciscs, reports AP.

Regional groupings
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added.

Turning to the challenges
facing DBangladesh during ils
ncw cra of a democratic rule,
the ESCAP Chicl made a strong
pica to all partics concerned (o
promole a wide-ranging na-
tional consensus on the coun-
lry's cconomic policies.

In this respect, he sug-
gested that Bangladesh should
lcarn from the expericnce of
countrics in Southcast Asia,
members of the ASEAN group-
ing. whose continued eco-
nomic growith hecavily dc-
pended on national conscnsus.

Saudi envoy
calls on Mizan

Saudi Ambassador Abdul

Latfl Al-Maimani Monday called
on Acling Chairman of Jaliya
Party Mizanur Rahman Cho-
wdhury al his Gulshan resi-
dence, a JP press release said,
rcporis BSS.
The Ambassador lauded Lhe
bold initiative and role of
former President Ershad dur-
ing the Gulf crisis. lle said
Bangladeshis living in Saudi
Arabia during the war wcre
salc.

Ambassador Maimani said .
his government was thinking
aboul cmploying more skilled
manpowcer [rom DBangladesh
during the post- war period.

Abul Quasem
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Principal Abul Quasem was
associaled with the litcrary
and cultlural activitics of the
country for long live decades.
On Scptember 1, 1947, he
founded the Pakistan Tamu-
ddin Ma[.lli as a non-political
cultural organisation Ilo
mobilise students, inicllectuals
and the people in general for
he Bengali language. The same
month. he published a booklet
entitled, "Pakistaner Rashtr-
obhasa — Urdu na |
demanding intreduction eof
Bengali as one of the state

ol Pakistan.

in the bocklet, he also
strongly advocated for Bengall
as lhe medium of education,
court and for ils use
in the offices in then Easl
Pakistan, besides as one of the
state languages in the whole of
Pakistan .

liis untiring efforts led 0
the formation of the first Stale
Language Action Commitiee on
October 1, 1947 with Nurul
liug Bhutyan as the convener
and he himsclf as the trea-

surcr

"A poor country like
Bangladesh cannot do without
such a nalional conscnsus,
espccially on economic mat-
ters,” he added.

On the other hand, Kibria
said, a broad-bascd national
conscnsus which, he hoped,
would produce industrial
pcace was cerlain to pave the
way for increased forcign in-
vestment and participation of
entreprencurs from outside in
the economy ol Bangladesh.

"If certain existing irritants
are rcemoved and the informa-
tion gap is bridged, | have ab-
solulcly no doubt that invest-
ment will flow into this coun-
try. and it is investment that is
going to stimulate the ccon-
omy,” he said optimistically.

The ESCAP chiel who had
served as the Foreign Scere-
tary of Bangladesh until he
joined the UN in 1981 said
that, like any citizen of this
country, he was exciled at the
restoration of demoeracy in
the country. However, he
warnced that there would be
wide spread frustration among

ple if expectations
by the political changes
were not reasonably fulfilied.

e that the new
I clected government should
take specific measures
to Mm problems in a
number of key arcas. le
| named the crusade against
corruption and a drive againsl

illll.cfucyutwunrprbﬂ-
tics for. the new administra-

tion.

- Jamaat
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MPs-clect Tolael Ahrmud and
Mohammad Nasim mct the

Acting President Juslice
Sha ddin Ahmed, at his
residence here Monday
evening

During the meeting , they
discussed wilth the Acting
Presidént some questions re-
lating o the formalion of a
new t and referred
to the joint declaratioh of dil-
ferent political parties on
November 19 last which pro-
vides for transfer of power o a
sovereign parliament.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
told the Awami leaders
that he was bound by the con-
stitutional and that
under the existing system of
government his ncutrality
would remain beyond question.

The Awami lﬂ; leadcrs
h appreciated sincere
em of Acting President in
holding the parllamentary
elections in a free, [mir and

peaceful manner.




