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considerably following their

deleat at the hands
orwm-lﬂrm
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hani batsmen Zakir (1) and skipper Rafiqul Alam walk back

Sports Reporter

feat in seven games, one less
than arch rivals Mohammedan
Sporting Club who have had to
abandon their title hopes fol-
lowing three dcleats already.
Yet this was a match Aba-
hani ncedn’'t have lost. Atro-
cious fielding, even by their
skippcr Rafliqul Alam, let the
Gopibagh boys back into the

game aller a mosl disasirous

it

overs. But the target
beyond Abahani's reac
the champion
45 runs, ng only 184
runs before being all out in
65.5 of the stipulated 75 overs.

Sri Lankan all-rounder TL
Fernando was the Brothers
‘'man ol the match'. lle rescued
his tcam from a disastrous
“start on Sunday with a splen-

and
s fell behind by

i e

to the pavilion after losing

the Navana Premier Division cricket league match to Brothers Union by 45 runs at he Dhaka

Stadium yesterday.
The win, by 45 runs, Icll
Brothers Union level with

former champions Bangladesh
Biman at the top of the points
table, both sides having lost a
match each.

For Abahani, their strength
depleted this year following
mass descrtion of some regular
players, it was the sccond de-

start that had them rceling at
26 for four on Sunday. The
dropped catches allowed
Brothers to repair the early
damagce and post a respectable
229 all oul in 66.5 overs.
Abahani resumed yesterday
on 49 for two wickets aficr 14
overs, nceding another 181
runs in their remaining 61

—Star photo

did, quick fine 50 runs ofl only
69 balls and then claimed two
vital wickcts for 41 runs oll 14
overs. The first prize scalp lor
Fernando was that of ex-Sri
Lankan Test Skipper Dulecp
Mendis, who was hurriedly
draficd by Abahani KC to shore
up Lheir brittle batting line-up
in a bid to retain the title. The

out ol practice Mendis was out
for eight, rﬂlmw before to
as the ball cut k and kept
considerably low, allowing him
no chance to bring his bat
down.

Fernando's other victim was
Asif who was playing quite well
and providing good support to
his skipper Raliq. As long as
these two were there, Abahani
looked likely to reach their
target. But Fernando tricked
Asil to so for a hook shot, the
ball came late and the young-
ster popped an easy return
casy catch to the waiting hands
of the gleeful Fernando. Asil
made 24 runs.

Earlicr in the Abahani in- 1

nings Nadir Shah, who was
playing positively, deliberately

padded up to Prince's incom-
ing delivery and was adjudged
leg before wicket for a well-

made 35,
Rafiq and Asif added 64

runs for the sixth wicket. Once

‘the partnership was broken,

the Abahani tail did not wag for
long. '

Rafiq top scored with 45
before being clean bowled by
his counterpart Atahar Ali.
Ehsan, 9, Nishanta, 8, Eflce, 1,
Pappu. 6, Sohel, 11, and Golla,
2, were the Abahani batsmen
who failed to get going.

G.M. Nawsher Prince
claimed three wickets fot 46
runs, Salahuddin got two for
12 runs off 10 overs, Arup
Bhattacharya got two for 18
and Fernando picked up two
for 41.

Brothers, who last to Biman
last month aflter scoring 295
runs, thus crossed a major
hurdle in their quest for the
championship by beating Aba-
hani. .

TODAY'S MATCHES

Lalmalia vs Biman - [[J Sta-
dium)

Surja Tarun vs Gulshan
Youth - (DCS)

Sport

Brothers dash Abahani hopes

PORT OF SPAIN

® . [Trinidad), March

. 11: The Aust-

ralians will

always be surc

rain robbed them

of victory in the third one-day

international against West

Indies here Sunday, reports
AFP.

There was a two-hour delay
due o heavy rain after the
Australian innings in which
they made 245, which appearcd
1o be a winning total.

The West Indies target was
reduced to 181 from 36 overs
and Lthey won with seven wick-
ets in hand thanks to a mar-
vcllous 90 at a run a ball by
number three batsman Richie
Richardson who hit a century
in the first Test in Jamaica
last month.

The result kept the series
alive al a time when L ap-
peared (hat the Australians
were going to be the first side
o win a onc-day series in Lhe
West Indies and 1o complete a
record run ol six decfeats [or
the home team.

Aflerwards Viv Richards,
Lthe West Indies captain, said
“This scries is still alive.
Richie played a wonderful
knock. We really needed some
one W bat through our iIn-
nings.”

Richardson, whose 50 ook
only 59 balls, made his 90 out
of 132 runs and was named

robs the Aussies

man-of-the-match. :

Geoll Marsh, playing in hi
100th one-day inlernational,
made 8] runs in the solid
bedrock of the Australian in-

=B

RICHIE RICHARDSON

The coach Bobby Simpson
praised Marsh's innings aflter-
wards bul added : “It's simple.
We would have won bul far the
rain.”

The two sides meel again in
Barbados on Wednesday and
the final game of the five-
match series is in Guyana on

March 20.
Australia won the [irst

match in Jamaica by 35 runs

and the second here on
Saturday by 45 runs.

More than a million local
dollar came in at the gate in
the two weck-end games which
were both watched by capacity
crowd of more than 30,000.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the third
one-day cricket international
between West Indies and
Australia at the Queen's Park
Owval on Sunday :

AUSTRALIA

Marsh b Gray 81
Taylor ¢ llaynes

b Ambrose J
Jones ¢ Richards
b Gray

M. Waugh b Sim-
mons 17
Border ¢ Dujon b
Patterson

S. Waugh b Am-
brose

Healy not out

P. Taylor b Am-
brase

McDermott nol out
Extras (b-2 Ib- 10
nb-4 w-9)

Total (for scven
wickets-49 overs)

8

X e BB B

245

Fall of wickels : 1-13: 2-82: 3-
116; 4-165; 5-191; 6-225; 7-239.
Did not bat -M. Whitney, B.
Reid

BOWLING : O M R W
Ambrose 10 1 37 3
Patterson 8 0 = 1

O 8 2
0 3 I
0O & 0

Gray 10
Simmons 10
Hooper 10

WEST INDIES
Simmons c
Healy
lHaynes b S. Waugh 16
Richardson ¢
Border b M. Waugh
Greenidge nol oul
Logic not out
Extras (b-1 Ib-

5 w-3 nb-2) ' 11
Total (for three
wickcts-33.3 overs)

R8E

181

Fall ol wickels ;
132,

Did not bat : V. Richards, C.
Hooper, J. Dujon, C. Ambrose,
T. Gray, P. Patterson.

1-3; 2-72; 3-

BOWLING :

O M R W
Redd 7 0 28 1
McDermolt 5 O ] 0
S. Waugh 7 0 36 1
P. Taylor 2 ) 17 0
Whilney T 0 J8 0O
M. Waugh 5.3 0 32 1
Result | West Indies won on a

faster scoring rate

First match : Kingston, Feb 26
- Australia won by 35 runs
Second Match : Port-ol-Spain,
March 9 - Australia won by 45
nns

Fourth match : DBridgetown,
March 13
Fifth match Georgetown,
March 20

Gascoigne offered
12 million dollars

million-dollar offer
Tottenham and England mid-

ficider Paul Gascoigne, reports

Reuter.

Club president Gian Marco
Callert confirmed the offer but
sald be fcared the ncws leak
might provoke a auction
for the player, causing the
purchase price o

‘I'h'-*r,
Pioneer soccer
final today

INDIAN WELLS,
Mar 11 : Jim Cou-
riecr had pulled
upscts all week at
the Champlons
- p. His last one
was Lhe longest, hardest and
swocicosl, reports AP,
Courier captured only the
sccond title of his ca-
reer Sunday by ‘delecated
France's Guy Forget 46 6-3,
46, 786 (7-4)

"This is the best tennis ['ve
played, there's no gquestion
about that," said Courier, of
Dade City, Florida.

After the match, he beat
Forget again, in the doubles

championship
Couricr ecarned 125,000
dollars for win the 3 1-2

not made a final since theno
Michac! Stich o advance to

Cournrier

caps a fine week

lot of luck involved.
" Ever since that sccond set

against Andre | think I've
calmed down. I'm not as
hyped.”

Forget, seeded third and
the winner of two lournaments
this ycar, had not lost a set all
weck and defeated the world's
top-ranked playcr, Siclan Ed-
berg. in straight scts to reach
the final.

With Forget leading two
sets o one and up 2-0 in the
fourth, Courier came back 1o
win the next two games. For-
get held his serve in the fifth
game, but Courier took the fi-
nal four to even the match at
two sets aplece.

" 1 just kept hanging in
there,” Courtier said. "When
you're in the final, you have 1o
keep on top of it. | really
started playing well in the
fourth set.”

There were neo servicq
breaks in the final set, forcing
a licbreaker. With the score |-
|. Courier won the next three
points. Forget won a point to
make it 4-2, and Courler got
the next two o reach malch
point.

The 26-year-old Frenchman
held Courter off twice but hit a

third loss this yecar.

Iin doubles, Couricr and
Javier Sanchez of Spain de-
feated Forget and Henrl Le-
conte of France 7-6 (7-1), 3-6,
6-3. Courier and Leconte
sharcd 26,300 dollars.

" There's no question, it's
my best week,” said Courter.

"All the top players except
Ivan Lendl who were healthy
were here. To win it is, and
this might sound like a cliche,
a big honour.”

b Reid 0
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Ottey exacts sweet revenge

SEVILLE, Mar 11:

Kenyan Paul
Ereng retained
his men's 800
metres  title at

the world indoor
athlctics championships on
Sunday when his compatriot
William Tanui was disqualified
after finishing first, reports
Reuter.

The two Kenyans engaged
in a thrilling thussle up the fi-
nal straight with Tanui strong
cnough to hold off Ereng's
customary late challenge.

Tanui went oll on a lap of
honour and shook hands with
many [ans in the Scville crowd
but was shocked to discover
later he had been disqualified

for cutting in too early after .

Lhe staggered lane start.

Merlene Oltey of Jamaica
cxacted revenge for her defeat
by Irina Scrgeyeva of the Soviet
Union in the 60 metres final
on Friday.  She comprchen-
sively won the 200 metres
equalled her own world record
in doing so.

Ottey stormed out of the
blocks to triumph in 22.24
seconds, the same time as she
set in Sindelfingen, Germany,
just seven days ago.

Sergeyeva was second in
22.41 scconds and Grit Breuer
of Germany third in 22.58.

'l knew 1 had to get out
fast", Ottey said. "I don't like
the turns, they're my hardest
point.

"l just wanted to win and if
there had been a world record,
I would have been very happy.
But I'm very satisfied.with the
gold.

‘I wanted to win the 60
metres too but the way |
started it was impossible.”

Christie beaten

Nikolai Antonov of Bulgaria
produced the upset of the day
by beating Briton Linford
Christie in the men's 200 me-
tres with a thundering surge in
the final straight.

Christie, relegated to silver
as he was by American Andre
Cason in the 60 metres, was
fastcst away and opencd up a
gap on the back straight.

But the Bulgarian moved up
a gear al the 100-mcter mark
and zipped down the home
siraight to edge Christie on
the line, clocking 20,67 sec-
onds to the Briton's 20.72.

Ade Male of Britain cap-
tured the bronze in 20.92.

Mikhail Schennikov of the
Sovict Union set a world
record of 18 minutes 23.55
seconds in the men's five-km
walk, his third gold with a
world record in three world
indoor championships.

Christine Wachtel, formerly
of East Germany but now of the
united German team, also
emerged as a triple winner.
She repeated her 1987 and
1989 triumphs in the 800 me-
tres, beating Romanians Vio-
leta Beclea and Ella Kovacs
into the other medal positions.

There were world records

too for the combined German
team in both the 4x400 me- -
tres men's and women's relays.
A phenomcnal last leg by
Grit Breuer helped the women
snalch victory from the Soviet
Union in a time ol three min-
utes 27.22 scconds, more Lthan
a sccond quicker than the
previous: record sct by the
same Sovict quartet two weeks
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Jamaican Marlene

gold medallist at a world
championships but the silver
medallist too in the women's
shot,

Sui Xinmei won with a fifth
throw of 20.54 meters from
the better known Huang Zhi-
hong, the 1989 World Student
Games and World Cup cham-
pion, who had led earlier with
20.33 metres.
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"It was my dream to beat
Christie. He's a great sprinter”,
he said.

The Briton was clearly dis-
satisficd with his second de-
fcat.

"l set high standards. If you
settle for a silver, you've got no
ambition.

"This dcfeat hurts. 1 got ,

‘beaten by a guy who was [resh.

A
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Ottey (1) runs ahead of Soviet Irina Sergue

......
.............

e

b
cul

iva, equalling her owny

previous world record in the women's 200-m by timing 22.24 seconds during he 3rd Worl
Indoor Championships which concluded in Seville, Spain Sunday. Sergueiva had beaten
Ottey in the 60-m race a day earlier.

ago in Paris.

The Soviet team clocked
3:27,95, also within their Paris
time of 3:28.80.

Thomas Schocenlebe re-
pcated the feat in the men's
race, making up a big dclicit to
beat American tonio Mckay
on the finish line.

The Germans' time of
3:05.05 and the Americans'
time of 3:03.24 were both in-
side the old record of 3:05.21
sct by the US in 1989,

Four-lap champion Ereng,
who stayed will at the back ol
the ficld before moving up
after the bell, said he was not
disappointed to have won be-
cause of Tanui's disqualifica-
tion.

"It's what the sport is all
about,” he said, adding that he
had watched a film of the race
which showed that Tanui had
three times stepped over the
line before the break of lanes.

“I'm just happy to have
come back to be the champion
again,” he said.”" | haven't run a
lot of races this year,

"There was a lot of bunch-
ing which made passing difli
cull. 1 had to go round them so
| had to run more of a dis-
tamce.”

Chinese feat

China broke new ground by
producing not just their first

American Hollis Coway be-
came only the seventh high
jumper ever to clear 2.40 me-
tres, indoors or outdoors, as
he won gold.

The American had three
unsuccessful attempts at a
world indoor record of 2.44
metres, one cenlimetre higher
than Cuban Javier Sotomayor’s
best mark.

Sotomayor shared bronze
with Alexei Yemelin of the So-
vict Union afller jumping 2.31
metres.  Artur Partyka of
Poland took silver with 2.37
melres.

The 1987 world indoor
champion, 30-year-old Irish-
man Frank O' Mara, produced
a scintillating run to win the
men's 3,000 metres in a
championship record time of
scven minutcs 41.14 seconds.

0" Mara shocked race

[avourite and [ront-runner .

lTammou Boutayeb by surging
past him with more than two
laps to go and produced a
blistering burst up the final
back straight to leave the
Moroccan trailing well behind.

The Irishman waved to the
crowd as he came out of the
final bend and raised his arms
in triumph before crossing the
line.

Anlonov was overjoyed at
his victory in the men's 200
metres,

— AFP photo

But I'm greedy. In Tgkyo
(venue for August's oufdoor
world championships), I'll go
for 100 and 200 meters. Be-
ing greedy is a sign ol ambi-

tion.”
MEDAL TABLE

Final medals table at the
world indoor athletics cham-

pionships which ended on

‘G S B
Soviet Union 7 6 4
Germany 6 1 2
United States 4 1 2
Jamaica 2 1 0
France 1 1 1
China 1 1 0
Kenya 1 ] 0
Switzerland 1 0 1
Algeria 1 0 0
Bulgaria | 8] 0
Ireland 1 0 0
Spain 0 3 1
Romania 0 2 3
Britain 0 ’. 2
Cuba 0 1 3
Italy 0 | 3
Austria 0 1 0
Australia 0 1 0
Czechoslovakia O 1 (4]
Morocco 0 1 0
Poland 0 1 0
Canada 0 0 2
Nigeria 0 0 1
Portugal 0 0 1
Sweden 0 0 |

(Note: Two bronze medals
were awarded in the men's

high jump)

Sabatini outplays Graf

BOCA RATON (Fl-
orida), Mar 11:
Gabricla Sabatini
pul all elements
ol her now well-
rounded game to-
gcelther to beat top-sceded
Siclli Gral 6-4, 7-6 on Sunday
lo rcpeat as champion of the
500,000-dollar Virginia Slims
of Florida women's tennis
lournament, reports Reuter.

“l think | have cverything,”
said Sabatini, who earned
100,000 dollars for her
victory. "lI've started to use ev-
crything and | feel very com-
fortable with many shots.”

Gral, who will lose her
number onc ranking today to
Monica Scles aller a reign of
more than three years, did not
have control of her vaunted
forchand as once again she fell

lo the Florida jinx which
scems Lo doom her against
Sabaltind.

The fourth-ranked Argent-

inc, who trails 20-7 in their
carcer match-up, has bealen
Gral all four times they have
played in Florida.

“It's disappointing,” said
Gral, who secttled for 40,000
dollars. "I played so well the
other days, but I wasn't able to
do il today. 1 wish | could've,
but she played well.”

Sabaltini has gone form be-
ing just a force [rom the base-
linc to a player who can domi-
nate all over the court.

Nol long ago il was some-
thing special to see Sabatind at
the net. Since gaining conli-
dence  with  her  wvolley

Sabalini's game has soarcd and
brought her first Grand Slam
title at last year's US Open.

Against Gral, the Argentine
won 23 of 36 points she con-
tested at the net.

“T'm the more aggressive on
court,” Sabatini said when
asked to cxplain her recent
success against Gral, whom

........
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Eskaton Sabuj Sangha, who will be making their debut in this year's Met
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Division football league, began a coaching camp for spotting talent at the Dhaka Col
ground yesterday. Coach Michael Ward, arranged through the British Council. is seen lli.:h

from right, back row.

ropolis First |

she has beaten four of the last
seven times they played. "I'm
attacking more, probably I'm
the more complete player.”

Grals forehand, which was
looking sharp all week, let
their down in the [inals. She
matde 25 unforced forchand
errors in the one-hour 59-
minute match.

National tennis
Sports Reporter

Twenty-six matches were
held on the second-day of the
qualifying round of the national
tennis championships yester-
day at the Nalional Tennis
Complex, Ramna.

Eighty-six players including
12 women [rom eight teams
from the four division are tak-
ing part in the six-day meet.

Nine second round matches
of the men’'s singles selection
were held in the morning.

Sixteen men's singles (main
draw) matches of the [irst
round and one men's doubles

first round match were also
held yesierday in the after-

Khulna top jr

wrestling

Sports Reporter

Khulna District Sports As-
sociation emerged champions
winning six gold, seven silver
and onc bronze medal on the
concluding day of the tenth na-
tional mini-cadet wrestling
compctition organised by the
Bangladesh Amateur Wrestling

Federation at the Na-

tional Coac Centre.
Seventy-live junier

wrestlers [rom eight teams

took part in the three-day
meel. ’

Major General Mahbubur
Rahman, Chairman of the Na-

tional Sports Council
gave away Lhe prizes among

I the winners.

Neither player could hold
serve in the opening three
games belore Sabatini held for
a 3-1 lead.

The Argentine had two set
points on Gral's serve in the
ninth game, but the German
made her wait. Gral, however,
could not convert two break
points she had in the 10th
gamec and Sabatini held for the
sct.

" | had chances but | wasn't
ready,” Gral said. "The one
thing that really annoyed me
was the break points. Even in
the second set, a chance to go
up 4-2.7

After exchanging early
breaks in the sccond set, Graf
had a chance to break Sabatini
three times in the sixth game
but lailed to capitalise.

There were no more breaks
of serve although Sabatini had
five chances to break in the
11th game.

Angels fly high

Sports Reporter

Angels Club continued their
winning spree with their four
tcnth straight win beating
Dhaka Wandcrers Club 86-71
in the super league match of
the Partex First Division bas-
ketball league yesterday at the
wooden-floor basketball gym-
nasium.

Angcls led comiortably 51-
37 at the breather.

Dulal with 26 points, and
Mamoun and Ami with 14 cach
were the leading scorers for
Angels Club while Dhaka Wan-
derers, led by their old ca
paigner Zillur with 23
kept the Angels defenders

v;p-pmtlnﬂmm
28 points each but Vega have
played one match more than

AP ODAY'S MATCHES

Gregs vs Wanderers - (3:
00 pm)

Angels vs Winners -
pm)

4: 30



