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4 Jung -Suk of
North Korea and
{ Wang Yonggang of
{1 China lifled the
women's and
men's singles
titles respectively of the eighth
Pepsi Asian Cup table tennis
wurmament which concluded
at the Bangladesh Krira
Shikkhya Protisthan (BKSP)
gymnasium, Savar ycsterday.

Sports Reporter

game did the 20-year-old Chi-
nese college student look like
making a match of it but
:ed up a sizeable points’

s o lose the game 21-19.
Li was in no mood to make oo
II'H:EF errors in the deciding
third game which she won
fairly easily 21-10.

In the men’s final. second-
sceded Chinese Wang Yong-
gang proved too good for his

Men's singles champion Wang Ynngg:ng of China shows

off his trophy after beating Lee Chul-Seung of South Korea

in yesterday’s final.

Fourth-seeded Chinese girl
Fan Zianxin, who gave such
brilliant displays in her quar-
erfinal and semifinal matches,
was found wanting in skills and
ideas against her more atlack-
ing North Korean opponent,
the unseeded L{ Jung-Suk who
won in straight sets 21-11, 21-
19. 21-10.

While Fan tricd to engage
the Korean in long rallies Li.
with the help of some exccl
lently executed smashes, dic-
hlrcrlht pace ol the game. al-
wuvs Urying to keep Fan on the
deiensive. Only in the second

—Star photo

young South Korean schoolboy
opponent Lee Chul-Seung,
wrapping up the best-of-five

match by winning thc firsl
three games 21-14, 21-15,
and 21-17.

Although the scorcline

doesn’'t quite sugges! a keen
tussle yet both Wang and Lee
produced some handsome
shots and brilliant placings
thit had the hall-full 3000-ca-

pacily gymnasium crowd thor-
oughly thrilled.

The winners picked up a
cash purse ol US 3000 dollars

cach besides the glitlering
Pepsi Asian Cup trophies. The
two runners-up collected 1500
dollars cach. The top sixtecn
of the 24 male competitors
shared a total prizemoncy of
11,000 dollars while eight of
the twelve women shared
9.000 dollars.

Ten teams — China. North
Korea. South Korea, Japan.

Chincsce Taipei. India. Thai-

pointment, [ailing to make it
1o the quarterfinals. The Indi-
ans did not qualily for the
round of eight either.

Presidential Advisor for
Foreign Affairs Fakhruddin
Ahmed gave away the prizes,
yesterday as the chiel guest.
Senior governmenl and BTTF
officials attended the closing
ceremony.,

A highlight of the meet,

Li Jung:Suk of North Korea h;aam; prnudi; with ‘-ﬁer trophy

after lifting the women’s singles title in the Pepsi Asian
Cup TT meet at the BKSP gymnasium yesterday.-Star photo

land. Iran, Pakistan and hosts
Bangladesh took part in the
four-day mect organised by the
Bangladesh Table Tennis Fed-
eration with sponsorship from
Pepsi Cola. While Bangladesh
had three players — two men
in Saaduddin Ahmed Kisloo
and Gaus Atiq Ankhi and na-
tional women's champion
Zulckha Akhter, Iran and Pak-
istan sent only two male play-
ers each. The Bangladeshi trio
fatled 0 procecd beyond the
preliminary round robin phasec.
South Asian champion Arif
Khan also was a big disap-

held at the newly -constructed
indoor gym ef the BKSP that
was fitted out with a modcern,
multipurpose synthelie non

skid mat, was the presence of
the International Table Tennis
Federation chiel lchiro
Ogimura ol Japan al the open-
ing ceremony Wednesday

One positive outcome of
Ogimura’'s visit was Lhal
Bangladesh received an invita
tion from him to take part in
the 41st world championships,
o be held in Japan from April
26 to May 4 next.

'It's not political'

BOCA RATON (Fl-
oridal), Mar ©:
A bn’ carring
with a peace sign

dangles from her
ecariobe, but Je-

nndlcr says she is not
making a political statement.
reports Reuter.

“iIt's not Iitical”. said
Capriatl, of 1960s -styled
earring. “It's the in' thing. |
wanl peace - it's coal.”

Capriati is onc of the shin-
ing stars of the women's inter-
national tennis circuit but

she's still just a kid - she wont

| think she has the
menial strength and the ngh

poople armund her. so she'll be

"Being in your sophomore
vear is always hard for every-
body”, said Fernandez. who
said Capriati was not playing us
well as last year. "1 think she'll
feel the pressure becausc it
hlppn: lo everyone. She
might the exce but |
doubt 1", e

Capriati said she is aware

pic are expecting her to
alicr, but is totally uncen-
cerned.

‘Maybe, theyll know me
betier,” sald Capriati, acknowl-
edging that opponents have
sindied her game. “They'll
know how to play mec better.

But I'll just go in. play my best

Capriati

and try not to think about it",

Basically a bascliner,
Capriati is working with
former touring pro Tom
Gullikson to expand her game
and develop a serve-and-volley
attack. -

Not everyonc Lhinks
Capriati is headed lor a le
down.

Sabatini,. who remembers
being in a similar situation,
given the young American the
benefit of the doubt.

"She's still very young". said
Sabatini, who has a 3-0 career
advantage over Capriati. "She
still tries to learn many things.
She's young and learning a lot”.

England 'A' end tour
with a grand win

COLOMIBO, Mar 9:
The visiting Eng-
kand ‘A’ cricketers
concluded  their
six-week wur of
S Lanka with a
grand S5i-run win in the frst

ever day-night mawch played
here Friday., reports AFP.

Afier wialling 246 for seven
in their allotted 45 overs,
England 'A' resiricled Sri
Lanka ‘A w 195 lor nince in
thetr quota of overs w0 end on

& triumphant note under Mood-
lights.
This was the first ume that

al the Kellarama

. Stadium here was ampic prool

of night cricket's popularity in
this part of the world
S Lanka A were never in

. I was paceman ["hil
who scunded ULhe

Middlc-order bat |lfcmantha
Wickermaratne lop-scored
with 39 for Sr1 Lanka ‘A’ who
were never in the run-chase
alter the early collapse
Newport ended with 3 for 39°
off 8 overs.

Spinners Richard |lling-
worth and Mark Ramprakash
hﬂ"ﬂ LW sl sman on k-aish in
their full quota of nine overs
e .

England A’ set S Lanka ‘A’
247 runs to win after the tour-
ing skipper Hugh Morris won
the loss and elected w0 bat un-
der bright skies. The visitors
showed their intentions from
the oulset. maintaining a high
five runs per over rate.

Morris backed up his gam-
bie with a five 54 and associ
ated with Richard Blakey in a
second stand of 87 that
‘A a good start
The English skipper. who

man of the match,
hit boundaries fn his in
nings which came off 70 balls.

ran oul

——

Evert expecting

BOCA RATON, Florida, Mar
9 : Chris Evert, the former
women's tennis champion, and
her husband Andy Mill are ex-
pecting their child in early
October, the couple said in a
statement issued by their oflice
here on Friday, reports Reuler.

" Andy and | are thrilled.
We've been looking forward o
starting a family for *»some
time.” said Evert, 36, who has
a home at the polo club in
Boca Ralon. site of this week's
Virginta Slims of Florida
tournament.

The couple are currently at
their residence in Aspen,
Colorado, where Mill - a two-
time US olympic skier — is do-
ing (elevision commentating
on the World Cup. ’

Div Il cricket

Sports Reporter

Lalbagh Anwar Club becdme
Group ‘E’ champion when they
beat Eskaton Sabuj by 24 runs
in the play-ofl match of the
Rank Xerox Second Division
cricket leaguc yesterday at the
Mirpur Pallabil ground.

Eskaton Sabuj also qualified

for the super league as the .

Group E' runners-up team.

In another play-off mateh
Gandaria Cricketers beat
Spread Eagles by four crickets
to qualily from Group ‘A" as the
runners-up team.

Ten teams from five groups
have moved inte super league.

They have been placed In

in Group ‘A’ tcams are:

Chub, Azad Boys Club,

Anwar Club. Nabin Sangha. and
Ajax Club. While in Group B’
teams are : Dhanmondi Club,
Vicetoria Sporting Club,
Gandarta Cricketers, Orient SC
and Eskaton Sabuj

Sport

Li, Wang lift titles

i

National tennis
from today
Sports Reporter

The national tennis cham-
pionships organised by
Bangladesh Tennis Federation
begins today at the National
Tennis Complex.

Eighty players including 10

women f(rom all over the
country will 1take part in the
six-day mwet.

Vega on course

Sports Reporter

Vega Sports Club kept their
championship hope alive with
a narrow 61-56 points victory
over Dhaka Winners in the su-
per league match ol the Partex
First Division basket ball league
yesterday at the wooden Moor
basketball gymnasium.

Vega led 34-17 at the
breather. '

Vega's West Bengal recruit
Sanjay Goel topscored with 17

f

points though he looked quite .

out of form with his slow
movements. Yoling Moby was
the second highest Vega
scorer with [5 points. Asifl
Hossain and Arif Zafar netted
19 and 16 points respectively
for Dhaka winners. -

In another match, bad rel-
ereeing and unruly behaviour
by the partisan crowd helped
Gregs to post a nailbiting 71-
70 points victory over the
helpless Josephites.

Josephites [oreign recruits

Eddie Smith and Bob were”

nakedly fouled in the dying
minutes of the match which
bolth referce overlooked as if
they were not present in the
field.

Josephites players and offi-
cials were seen protesting
against the partisan refereeing
after the end of the match.

Kasparov boosts
victory chances

LINARES (Spain), Mar 9:

| World chess champion Garry

Kasparov boosted his chances
ol winning the Linares inter-
national (ournament on
Friday alter he beat f[cllow
Soviel Alexander Beljavsky in
35 moves of a Sicilian defence,
reporis Reuter.

Beljavsky retained the lead
alter the ninth round with
voung Soviet Grandmanster
Vasily Ivanchuk, the only un-
beaten player in the tourna-
ment, who drew against
Ljubomir Ljubejevic ol
Yugoslavia in a Sicilian de-
fence.
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Rupali relegated

Rupali Bank went
bankrupt - | when
they were relega-
ted to the Mil-
nars First Divi-
sion cricket lea-
gue after conceding a 110 runs
deleat against the Greater
Mymensingh Cricket Club, in
the Navana Premier Division
cricket league match yesterday
al the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium. ' :
Resuming - yesterday
morning on 21 with out loss

and needing another 232 runs

for their maiden victory in the
remaining 66 overs, they
crashed to 142 all out in 63
overs.

This was "Rupali Bank's
cighth defeat in a row. Even il
they win their last encounter
against delending league
champions Abahani, K.C, it
wottld not be enough to save
them from relegation next
scason as their nearesi rivals at
the bottom of the table,
Kalabagan with two points and
Lalmatia Club with [our points,

Sports Rey orter

are beyond Rupali's reach.

GMCC, on the ¢ ther hand,
marched to thezir fourth
straight win after i starting the
scason with three defeats in a
row., .
Overnight batsm en Billu and
Dulu started th¢: mornings
proceedings for R upali Bank.
They took their t(:am's score
to 39 when Dulu fell for 17
runs. This was the beginning of
Rupalis downfall v vith wickeis
tumbling at regul ar intervals.
The bankers were [inally
bowled out for 142 runs.

Billu topscored with 30,
Babu made 20, Ni-pen 15 and
Kader 13,

GMCC's skipper the
Velenan Ramchan d Goala spun
his magic spell > claim four
wickets for 34 ru ns while his
side’'s Sri Lanlgan recruit

Duminda supporte :d his captain

with three wickets: for 19 runs.
Zakir also got his name among
the wicket takeirs with two
wickets for 29 rurs.

Earlier, on tl1é first day
Friday, GMCC sc:ored 252 all

out in 63.3 overs,

Zakir, 44 not out, Duminda,
44, and Nasu, 41, were the
leading GMCC batsman! Prince
and Babu captured four
wickets each for 48 and 39
runs respectively for Rupali.

Surja Tarun Club completed
the formality of beating

Lalmatia by four wickets in the
other Navana league tic at the

Dhaka Stadium,

Tarun, chasing Lalmatia's
meagre (lotal of 125 runs,
scored 126 for the loss of six
wickets in 40 overs.

Rupon topscored with 39
not out, Zakaria made 28,
Shaheen 15 and Aruna De Silva
with 11 were the leading
Tarun scorers.

Shaon and Sanjeeva took
two wickets each for Lalmatia.

Abahani KC and Brothers
Union will meet each other in

today's eructial Navana
encounter at the Dhaka
Stadium.

Both sides need to win this
match in order to stay in title
contention.

o
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s
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- Women’s champion Li Jung-Suk in action in Vesterday’s Asian Cup TT final against Fan

Zianxin of China.

—Photo Mohsin

Cason bags mens' 60 metre gold

SEVILLE (Spaitn).
Mar 9: Andre Ca-
son of the United

States stepped
into the Ben Jo-
hnson - Linford

Christic feud and won the gold
medal in the meri's 60 metlers
Friday at the World Indoor
Track and Field Champi-
onships, reports AP,

The American won the final
in 6.54 seconds, holding ol
Christie at the tape by one
hundredth of a second. Chidi
Imoh of Nigeria was third in
6.60 and Johnson fourth in
6.61.

Cason took a commanding
lead midway through the final
and he stayed ahead despite
Christie’'s strong comeback in
the final strides.

The American held the
fastest times in both the heats
and semifinals, and proved o
be the [astest and most consis-
tent in the field.

Irina Sergeyeva ol the So-
viet Union beat heavy favorite
Merlene Ottey of Jamaica to
win the women's 60 meters in
7.02 sceconds, The Soviet
sprinter ended Ottey's string

| ol wins at 73 over the past year

and a half.

Johnson said he ran a good
semifinal but he had no wind
left in the final.

“There was just no power. |
am pleased considering what |

have had to go through in
these two years, but I'll get my
power back later in the season
and things will work out as |
figure,” he said.

It was Johnson's first final
in a major international com-
petition since he began his
comeback from a two-yecar ban
for steroids use two months
ago.

Johnson struggled in his
first two races, nearly falling in
his first heat and then pulling
up in the semifinal just before
the end.

Christie, the Olympic silver

medalist and Johnson's long-
time rival, won the semifinal in
6.56 seconds, with Chidi Imoh
of Nigeria second with 6.60
and Johnson third in 6.63.

Johnson got ofl to a good
start in the semifinal and led

for over 50 meters but then
looked left at Christie who was
running in the lane next to
him and pulled up as both
Christie and Imoh passed him.

In the morning heat. John-
son was in trouble from the
very start. After a couple of
steps he nearly fell and fin-
ished in a poor 6.75 seconds.
he said he slipped when com-
ing out of the blocks but it ap-
pearcd as il he had his timing
wrong in trying for a push with
little strength.

Cason of the United States
had the f(astest time in the

Gullit thinks Gazza

™M ANELLOD, taly, Mar 9 :
Enclad World Cup star Paul
Gascoigne would have 1w work

 hard W adapt w0 Wie in Ilaly

but could be well-suited to
Rome-based Lazio, AC Milan's
Ruud Guliit said en Friday, re-
ports Reuter.

" Romans are open. They
speak with their hearts and
that's something Gascoigne
likes. He also speaks with his
heart”, the Dutchman said.

" You have to understand
the Culture. You are in another
country, you have to accept
that you must learn anowner
langiuage

" If you learn the language
you will also play better (and)
you can handle your private
lile more ecasily,” Gullit said in
an interview at the European

champions retreal in
Milanello outside Milan.
Several Italian First

Division Clubs are thought w
be interested in the Tottenham
and midielder and on
Friday Gazzetta Dello sport
newspaper sald Lazio had ol
fered 12 milllon dollars for
him. Lazio declined to com-

fit for Lazio

ment.

‘I hope Gascoigne dces
adapl. Not many English play-
ers have adapled quickly”, said
Gullit, who won the Italian
League championship in his
first season with Milan in
1988 and went on to win the
European Cup and the World
Clhub title twice.

" They came with the idea
that In every eountry they
speak English. Adaptation
oulside ( of foothall ) is very,
very important,” he said,

" L depends on Gascoigne
alone.”

The last British import to
Italy was Welsh international
striker lan Rush in 1987, He
spent one poor season at
Juventus and went straight
back to Liverpool, where he re-
discovered his best form.

Lazio, seventh in the First
Division, are coached by
former ltaly goalkeeper Dino
Zofl. The three foreign players
currently on their books are
German striker Kerl-Heinz
Riedle, Uruguayan winger
Ruben Sosa and Argentine
midfielder Pedro Troglio.

semifinals with 6.55. Cason
had 6.52 in the heats, third.
fastest this year and his per-
sonal best.

World record holder and
two-time defending ehampion
Nelli Fiere-Cooman of the
Netherlands failed to make the
final. -

Johnson was banking on his
Seville performance to get re-
venge over critics who op-
posced his comeback and o re-
storc a good reputation after
the discovery ol his steroid use
shook the world of track and
field.

It also cost him an Olympic
gold, two world records and
millions of dollars in lost en-
dorsements.

"Most of the athletes hawe
been pointing a finger at me. |
haven't been pointing a finger
at them. But that's always the
way it's going to be.” he said
before the competition.

Two of Johnson's most
prominent competitors
American Carl Lewis and
Christie -- have eriticized all
the attention focused on John-
son and the rich appearance
money he has been getting
from meet organizers since his
comeback began Jan. 11.

Johnson has made no se-
cret that one of his main goals
is to beat Lewis and Christic
again.

In the women's race.
[avourite Ottey made a dreadful
start as Sergeyeva slormed out
of the blocks to pull away from
the Bield in the first 10 meters.

Otley tried 1o power her
way back but though she
moved through to second
place, she was never in posi
tion te challenge the tri
umphant Soviet sprinter who
won in 7.02, the lastest time of
Lhe year,

Sergeyeva. 22. who has shol
out of obseurity this season.
was within 0.02 of a second of
Duteh racer Nelli PFiere-
Cooman's world record as she

became Lhe second fastest
woman ever over 60 metres.

Ottey was second in 7.08
and Lillana Allen of Cuba third
in 7.12. Last year's European
triple gold medallist outdoors.
Kairin Karabbe of Germany.
fintshed a disappointing sixth
in 7.20.

There was disappointment
too for the two defending
sprint champions. Fiere-
Cooman, the winner at both
the previous world indoor
championships. failed 10 qual-
ify from the semifinals.

Andres Simon of Cuba,
men's champion in Budapest
two years ago, was fifth in the
final, clocking 6.61 seconds,
the same time as Johnson.

Werner Guentheoer of
Switzerland won the men's

shot in the only other medal
cvent of the first day of the
Lthree-day championships.

Back in action after a long
injury lay-ofl. the sturdy Swiss
sct the standard with a 20.74 -
metre effort on his first throw
before putting himsell out of
reach with a 21.17-metre
fourth throw.

Klaus Bodenmueller of Aus-
tria took the silver with a
20.42 -metre effort and Ron
Backes of the United' States
the bronze with 20.06 metres.

Algerian middle-distance
runner Noureddine Morceli,
returning to the track where
he set a world indoor 1,500
metres record just eight days
carlier, eruised to victory in
his semifinal.

Morceli set the pace for
most of the race before making
a break 300 metres from home
to win in three minutes 44.06
seconds. almost 10 seconds off
his record time.

Marcus O Sullivan of Ire-
land, gold medallist over the
distance at the last two cham-
pionships, came in fourth and
qualified for today's final only
as onc of the fastest losers.

A latest AP reports adds:
American hurdler Greg Fosler
was the [astest qualifier in the
60-meter heats at the Workd
Indoor track Championships
Saturday as he bid w0 erase the
memory of Indianapolis 1987,

At his only other appea-
rance in the championships,
the J32-year-old hurdler
collided with Canadian Mark
McKoy in the final and the two
crushed to the ground, leaving
another American, Tonie
Campbell 10 race o victory

In Saturday's heats, Foster
cruised o victory in the second
race, clocking 7.52 seconds.

McKoy. running in the first
heal, was second fastest
qualifier for the semilinals
later Saturday with 7.58,
Another American, Jack
Picrce, also made it o the
scmifinals by winning in 7.62.

in the women's 60-meter
hurdles. world record holder
Liuvdmila Narozhilenko of the
Soviet Union won her heat in
8.00 seconds. but her time was
beaten by two French runners.

Ann Piquereau and
Monique Ewanje-Epee both
their heats in 7.98 seconds.

In fleld events, there was
disappoinunent for American
indoor champion Charles
Simpkins, who made Lhree no

jumps and failed to make the
final Sunday.
sJ.‘::nu'.llrl' qualifier was
Jumper Igor Lapshin
with a leap of 1681 meters
(55. 1 feet).

The American | 600-meter
relay team clocked (hogsorond
fastest Ume ever in the hegts.



