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Who would envisage that the Bangladesh Acad-
conscquence of the Language
Movement is today in a shambles as regards its

emy. natural

financial aflairs?”

The Bangla Academy was established in 1955
as a consequence of the dectsion of a united front
of three political parties in the then East Pakistan.
It was sct up as an institution for the specific

purpose of the promotion of Bangla language and

lterature.
Bangla. as a language,

cralure,

The Bangladesh Academy had been ailing for a
fairly long time — at least the last six years. It had
achicved a desimbie height in the mideightics

under Manzurul

dates back more than a
thousand years. It has a proud tradition of Hicra-
ture, old, rich and diverse. Linguistically it belongs
o the Indo-European group of languages. Con-
tribution of men like the Valshanava poets and
Alaol of cartier times and of Michacl Madhusudan
Dutt. Rabindranath Tagore and Nazrul Islam would
be considered significant by any standard of it

Dhaka Day by Day

Bangla Academy a
house of cards?

by Fayza Haq

colour ton machine and a processing unit.
The press is in a terrible shape and needs renovation
desperately.”

It is also that the stafl members at the
Academy do not have stafl and matiers
such as payment of gas and clectrical bills as well
as renovation of old parts of the building and
furniture remain a chronic worry. There s also the
question of pensions which has been callously
ignored or put aside.

The purpose of the Academy had been to involve
itselfl in research and promotion of Bangia. When
Bangladesh got its freedom, the Academy along
with the Ekus-hey and Sha-heed Minar, became
symbols of aspirations ol democracy.

The function of the Academy is 0 stress on
rescarch “but il the nation wants festivities you
cannot deny them that,” the Academy DG com-
ments. “Yet you cannot take leave from the func-
ton for which the institution was created.”

The should primarily concentrate on

research. It should "T'M"-ﬁﬂ"rm.“
as

Maula but in the
following years
the Academy has
not been able 1o
live up o tLhe
necessary stand
ard. The main
reason for Uhat is
financial. This in
tum is du
o lack of plan
ning as well as |
lack of dyna
mism.

Mr. Harunu
Rashid, the M
reclor-Genceral
spcaking aboul
his troubled or
ganisation rc-
vealed that the
Academy's com-

|

plete revenue budget is two crore 95 lakh taka. The
annual deficit runs 1o 54 lakh taka. The income
side from the government is 1 crore 77 lakhs while
the 3angla Academy’s own income from the salc of
books is 30 lakh takas. “"We required 50 lakhs more
every year in the revenuc budgel,” Mr. Harunur
Rashid said. The earnings from the salc of books is
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35 lmkhs ecvery year, on average.

The machinery with which Bangla Academy is
not compelied to function are 20 years old prod-
ucts of Russian and Polish barter deals. Today
Lhey arc outdated. Meanwhile there are the latest
technologies in printing in many other sections of
Dhaka. No efforts have been made 1o update the
machinery, laments Mr. Harunur Rashid, “There
ts only one ofiset machine and a few reddic and
Nat machines. We require 10 1o 12 compuler
terminals, and at least two offset machines. There
is also a clear dearth of a platc making unit. a

= an official lan-
B ',.h .'.."?:--_ _ M' to l.h

| wtes of the needs
- of law or medi-
10 try and make
the language as
suitable as a
vehicke Lo
mecet the needs
ol an independ-
ent nation.” Mr.
| larunur Rashid
insisted.
The Academy
should also ury
and publish as

o many books as
Visitors at an Ekushey Book Fair stall of Bangla Academy. m;:ﬂ

— Star photo cqucation. Inthe
Dhaka Untversity the medium is bilingual. Yet a
large number ol students cannot follow higher
textbooks or classroom lectures in English. “You
have no alternative but w embark on a serious
programme in preparing books in Bangla™
The Academy plans to draw up a cultural his-
tory of each district and have a lolklore division
with video tapes to present cultures of different
aspects of Bangladesh. So far the Academy prints
five magazines.

"1 am still not thinking of anything big. | want
to put the house in order before | embark on any
programme focusing or research on language and
culture and translaton.” Mr. Rashid compromises.

The Academy DG has a number of impressive
books 1o his credit which include English essays
and translation from French. e has writien on
lengali pocts too In 76 and '86.

Passengers being made
to pay arbitrary fares

The minibuses, plying on dil-
ferent city routes, are not
following the chart of fares
approved by the Road
Transport Authority. In-
stead they charge fares
whimsically.

in some cases, they charge
much higher fares than
those that have heen ap-
proved by the authority. In
some other cases, the pas-
sengers have to pay lesser
than the actual fares.

The Road Authority
approved a [are of Tk. 0.35
per kilometre for the
minfbuses plying on the
roules of Dhaka metropoli-

According to the chart on Mo-

the conductors charge Tk.
3 only. On Gulistan-Mirpur
via Farm Gate route the

from Press Club to Farm
Gate is Tk. 1.40 but the

By Enamul Huq

tan arca with cllect from
October | last year.

hammadpur-Sayedabad passengers arc charged Tk
route via Sicence Labora- 1.50.

tory, the distance from Mo- The owners of the mini-buses
hammadpur to Shahbagh do not hang the chart of
and Mohammadpur to Press fares in their minibuses. As
Club are six and seven a result, altercations over
kilometres respectively. fares occur frequently be-
lience the fare should be tween the passengers and
Tk. 2.10 and Tk. 2.45 re- the cmployees of the
speciively. But the conduc- minibusecs.

tors chargc Tk. 3 in both Though the owaers of

cascs. On the other hand,
the distance [rom Moham-

minifbuses are required pot

madpur to Tikatooly ts 12 than the scat capacity, they

kilometres and the ap- often carry even more than
proved fare is Tk. 4.20. But double passengers.

Minfbuscs plying with passcn-

gers standing on the lool-

boards is a regular siglht in
sults in accidents. But the

l CROSSWORD PUZZLER

m 'm—‘
1 Chant

8 Warmth 39 Tom Hanks
12 Period of fim

13 Disturbance 41 Bother
14 Siclhan 42 “'Star —
st 43 Anclent
15 “Experiment 45 Abstract
hli;" 46 Obese
measure 48 Flying

21 Simian 49 Long, loose
22 Be in debit overcoat
23 Presentation 52 Crippled
25 Devoured 54 Comort
26 Greek letter 56 Meadow
27 Chicken 57 Redact
28 Suitable 58 Pintall duck
32 Conjunction DOWN

33 To the side

35 Sitver 1 Encountered
symibol 2 Metric

H

the city. Sometimes it re-

By Staff Correspondent
The carctaker of Housec No
32 at Uttara Sector Scven,
Road No 28, was murdered at

7 a.m. on Saturday.
Police said a group of about

four camc 0 carclaker
J din and said they
would rent he house.

Jamahwddin, in good f(aith. ook
them inside the house where
he was stabbed to death
Police could not still find
out the motive of the murder
Nonrc was arrested .

Padma water
level falls
alarmingly

By Staff Correspondent

The National Awami Leaguc
(NAP-Bhasani] Chatrman. Prof.
Nur WMohammad Kazi in a
statement on Saturday urged
the mment to solve the
Fara problem immediatcly

He said the past govern
ments could not solve the
problem due to their sub-
scrvient policies. He said the
walcr level in the river Padma
has gonc down to an alarming

position.

Dhaka Theatre
to stage "Chaka”
Mar 14

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Theatre will stage its
19th production drama
"Chaka” written by Seltm Aldin
on March 14 at Mahila Samity
Mancha.

The actors of the drama arc
Raisul Islam Asad. Shimul
Yusufl, Kamal Bayarid. Sabcrd
Alam. Satfuddin Ahmod Dulal,
Koushik Shaha., Faruk Ahmed,
Shahiduzzaman Sclim, Delwar
Hossain, Mustifur Rahman
Babu., Shahid Hassan Rinku,
Nasrin Nahar, Shimu Chow
dhury. Fauzia Yasmin and
Shilpi Stddika.

The drama will be dircoted
by Jamil Ahmed.

JP's public
meeting
Tuesday

By Staff Correspondent

Jatlya Party will hold a pub-
Itic mecting at Panthapath on
Sunday in observance ol
"Ershad Release Day”

A party press rclease saiwd
Acting Chairman ol the party
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
will address the meecling

Kishoregan) Zilla
Jubo Kallayan Samity
The biennial conference of

Kishoreganj Zilla Jubo Kallayan
Samity (Youth Wellarc Socicty)
will be held on March 15
(Friday] alt the auditorium of
C.M.A. Bhaban at 4 p.m. says a
press releasc.

The il Star 3

Riyadh denies non-payment of salaries

. 5 Saudi companies to

recruit 5,000 workers

By Staff Correspondent

The Embassy of Saudi Ara-
bia tin Dhaka has refuted

clatms of Abbas All Khan.
Ameer of Jamaat-e-
“hundred thou-

Acting
Islami that
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in the kingdom were not paid
their salarics lor the last few
moniths.

in a Press statement on

Saturday. the Saudi Embassy
said that ssue of non-payment

The BCS

candiduﬁ came out

of their examination hall in Dhaka on Saturday in protest

A

against leakage of question papers. They are seen exhibiting the papers to the onlookers.

—_Star photo

Habib Chatti's
death condoled

Mr. Arshod Uz. Zaman.
former Assistant Genceral
Scerctary of the OIC has con-
doled the death of Mr labib

Chaitti former Seccrclary
Genceral of the OIC. reports
HSS.

le recalled his assoctation
with the latec Mr Chatti, then
Forcign Minister of Tunista,
during his assignmenl as
Ambassador ol Bangladesh in
Tunis. a press relcase said.

Mr Zaman who was Deputy
to Mr Chatti in the OIC paid

tributes w0 late Chatti for his
greal contribution o the cause

ol Islam as the OIC &I.'tn'ulr}r
General.

Saudi donation

Saudi Arabia has donated
Tk.1.00,000 (cquivalent to
Saudi Rial 11800) 1o Shaheed
Imam ilossain Smriti Pathagar

| at Cox's Bazar. reports UNB.

's lady
by renowned

n Azra Javeen was accorded a -

P. C. Sircar [Junior) and his

reccption
wife Jayasree Sircar at the Calcutta Mahaiyotc Sadan recently.

The BCS Examination on
Intcrnational Afllairs paper was
marred on Saturday in scveral
centres in the metropolis as
examinecs left halls protesting
ouidated questions, rcports
UNI.

Public Service Commission
(PSC) confirmed the boycott of
the fourth day of examination
in the capital.

Candidates alleged two
questions. one of whether
German unification was possi-
ble and the other on stability of
the VP Singh government in
india, put in today's question
paper were outdated.

Witnesses saild the exami-
necs of the Dhaka College
centre first rattled out of the
hall and later forced others to
stop exam in necarby centres
including Teachers Training

' BCS exam boycotted

College. City College. New
Model Degree College and Tej
gaon Colicge.

When contacted. PSC mem-
ber Col (Rid) KM Rahman
admittcd the questions. scl
several momths carlicr. werne
not updated with political
changes in Germany and India.

He. however, said the
examinces had enough options
as thcy were to answer only
three questions out of seven
set in the question papers.

Rahman said examinations
were held in other places out-
side the capital without dis-
ru

The first day of examination
on Bengali was also boycotted
by the candidates at the Titu-
mir College here, alleging
leakout of . PSC, how-
ever. denied the leakage.

T;xeincityraise(-i—
by 30 times

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nagarik Adhikar
Parishad (Citizens' Right

| Committee) urged the authori-

ties to suspend the tax-en-
hangement by the Dhaka City
tion in 1989,

A delegation led by M A
Mohatmen, President of the
Committee, met the Mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation. Waliul
Islam last weck and handed
over a8 memorandum to him.

It was stated in the memo
that during 25 years of Pak-
istan. tax been enhanced
only twice. During six years of
jate President Ziaur Rabhman,
enhandement was once and
only by 50 per cent. But during
President H M. Ershad's rule it
has been increased twice and

by almosdt 30 times higher than

the previous rate.

Thce committee members
pleaded that during the last 18
to 19 years of the corporalion
the city expanded greatly and
hundreds of thousands of new
buildi have been con-
structed. The huge revenue
from these areas and bufldings
is fattening the corporation’'s
coffe

r.
Programme

The bi-ennial conference of
Kishoregan| District Youth
Welfare Assoctation in Dhaka
will be held at the IVMA audi-

torfum in the city on March
15.

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed aboul

g
it may be mentioned here
that five Saud! compantcs have
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level of profits and Saundi
rredit was one of the
n-uﬂ-hrhmm-uhﬂy
after the outbreak of the Gull
crists and functioned since
then with natural and balanc-

g way .

Mt s remarkable o men-
tion here that the wotal mamber
of Ba | nationals who

ol Jamaal-e-islami
the remarks clea-

rly fllustrate lack of accuracy of
Acting Ameer of Jamaat-e-

Islamd from true facts and
findings.
UNB add: Five Saudl

Arablan construction compa-
nies have to recruit
about 5.000 skilled labourers
[rom Ba h for recon-
struction and rchabilitation
works in the war-ravaged
Kirwait Saturday .

Reltable sources here said
the Sandi firms had already di-
rected their agents in
Bangladesh for the recruit-

menl.

The companies arc: Saudi
Company for Operation and
Maintenance. Al-Tail Co. for
Opcration and Maintenance,
Al-Qissi Worlwide Constructing
Cooperation. Tawaik Establis-
hment, and United Project
Company

The arrangements were
possible duc to continued ef-
forts of Bangladesh missions
for export of manpower in the
Gull region. according to in-
formation received in Dhaka.

The Saudi-based committee.
for Rebuflding of Kuwait is also
interested in giving contract to
big conmstruction frms of
Bangladesh for works in Ku-
wail, sources said.

Interested firms have been
advised to contact Dr. Ibrahim
Al Shahin, Chairman of the
Committee, Dammam Oberol
Hotel. Dammam, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabla. for details.

Answer to Previous Puzzie appear to be indifferent.
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MOBES|T|I[E[SESIE|T Weather is likely to remain mainly dry all over the country.
Day temperature may remain unchanged.
T 9 Lakin Weather remained dry over the country on Saturday. Day
3 Forgive temperature rose by 1 to 2 degree Celsius.
4 Toad 10 Again Highest maximum temperature was recorded at 32.9
:L““:‘: :E"ﬂ“‘ degree Celsius at Bhola and the mintmum lowest of 13.2
7 Public 18 Note of scale d"ﬁ’““[s‘"“‘“ﬂ]"ﬂm“ﬂr"
storehouse 21 Is present The sun scts today {Sunday) at 6.06 pm and rises on
8 Dreas border 22 Away Monday at 6.12 am. ¥
‘ 23 Workroom Outlook for su t two days : Rainfall activity likely.
u" 24 Courageous ~ Extended outlook for another five days : No marked
ey chan
25 Riwver tsiand £e.
26 Nothing Temperature and humidity of some cities on Saturday :
“. “ :"E:"' City /Town Temperature in Celsius  Humidity (96)
2 30 Den max min ® am 6 pm
B 20 31 — Benedit [J::im 320 194 43 53
' Permit Chittagong 324 195 80 54
w I ot ol Rajshahi 328 174 54 :
» T . 99 Conflict Khulna 32.8 2186 B4 55
'..u 41 Poker stakes Cox's Bazar 32.0 21.8 49 64
.. u g Existed Comilla 32.4 17.4 60 77
. st Sythet 325 168 62 47
. ' 44 Burden Rangpur 31.5 - : 35
: 45 Babylonian Dinajpur 32.0 13.2 53 39
H “M Jessore 334 204 - .
H.. 8 wE"‘:.r Bartsal 32.5 20.8 82 63
: 48 Employ Maximum temperature of some international cities :
L 51 Mats shoep Manila 30 Karachi 30
. u 3 —. LKJ Colombo 32 Banghkok 33
55 Early momn Hong Kong 27 Singapore 33
. ' Bc?ing 02 Caleutia 31
Delhi 28

Test

DU M.A.
(Preliminary)

interview Mar 16

By Staff Correspondent

Results of the Admission
for M.A. [first part
(Bengali) of Dhaka University
has been published. Interview
of the successful candidates for
filling 120 scats of the Bengali
Department will be held on
Saturday, 16th March at 9 a.m,

Candidates are required to
bring with them original mark
sheets and certificates of S.S.C,
H.S.C. and Degreec examina-
tons while appearing for the
interview.

v

programme
Sunday

5-00 Opening and recila-

Hon from Al Quran

5-20 News in Bengali

5-30 Nirjhar

5-55 Perspective:
(Documentary Film)

6-20 Sports programme

7-05 Tagore Songs

8-00 News in Bengall

9-00 Drama S« rial: Ossin

10-00 News in English

10-30 Shatarupa: Magazine
programme

11-30 News

11-45 Closing

BANGLADESH UNIVERSITY OF
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY,

DHAKA

TENDER NOTICE

NO. P&D/L.P-1 (217&218)/90-91/d-2336(2) Dated: 9.3.91
SEALED TENDERS are hereby invited from the bonafide suppliers for supply, of Ptain Paper Copler.

Intending tenderers shall have to obtain permission for purchasing tender pa-
pers etc. on application to the undersigned. Application must accompany G.I.R
certificate, Trade licence and certificate of experience about works/ supples elc.
from reputed organisations. Tender papers and other terms & conditions will be

available from the office of the underssgned on payment of Tk. 150/- (non-
refundable) to the Sonali Bank, BUE.T branch, Dhaka Each tender musl ac-
company a bank draft or Pay order from Nationalised Bank amounting to 5% of
IhequotedmaseamutmunuydapoﬂodhimrdﬂnCWIol
MUnWﬂywmanmﬂmw.Tmm be put
MMTuwm:wmehmmmz-wPM.d19.3.01
and will be opened on the same day at 245 PM. before the tenderers presemnt.

mevmmmwmmw“mdh
tmﬂersmmmmmmmwumﬂwmlumwmmm-

soever.

Nommwih:ﬁdmuw&ydmm_




