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Eighth Pepsi Asian Cup concludes today

Chinese poised for a double

Not unexpec-
tedly, a pair of
Chinese paddiers
'] arc to
make it a neat
double in the

cighth Pepsi Asian Cup table
tennis tournament which con-
rludes at the Bangladesh Krira
Shikkhya Protisthan (BKSP)
gymnasium, Savar, today.

In the Anals of the women's
and men's singles, schedulcd
for 4:30 and 5:30 pm staris
this afternoon, China's Fan
Zianxin will play North Korea's
Li Jung-Suk while Fan's com-
patriot Wang Yonggang takes
on Lee Chul Seung of South

On the third day of the four-
day meet yesterday, Fan
Zianxin, the fourth seed, won
her semifinal against South
Korea's Park Kyung-Ae in only
31 minutes, the score reading
21-9, 21-7, 21-7.

Park, who on the opening
day Wednesday had upset the
meel's (o player An
Hi-Suk of North Korea in the
opening round robin match,

no match for the cool
Fan. The 20-year-old Chinese
college student had clear su-
perfority in skills over the
rather impctuous Park who

showed an cxaggerated pro-
for hard smashes h
were misplaced. On the
contrary, Fan's smashes had
almost pinpoint accuracy and
her subtle placing had the
South Korean dancing all
around her side of the table.
in the other semifinal. Li
Jung-Suk had a r time
winning against the other Chi-
nesc girl in the meet. Zhang
. @in. the maich going to five,
hard games.
In their gruelling. 67-
minute encounter, Li won the

Chinese paddler Wang Yonggang made his entry into
today’s men’s singles final of the 8th Pepsi Asian Cup TT
by easily disposing of North Korea’s Kim Guk-Chol in
yesterday's semifinal at the BKSP gymnasium yesterday.

— Star photo

North Korean girl prevailed

first game 21-17 only for
Zhang to draw level by taking
the thrilling second 23-21. Li
again took the lead by winning
the third set 21-19 only to
lose the fourth 15-21 to her
tall Chinese opponent. In a
match marked by a high de-
gree ol performance by both
layers that produced long ral-
tfes and skillful placings, the

21-14 in the deciding sct
prevent an all-Chinese final.
However, South Korea wcre
not to be dentied a place in the
finals. Their unseeded malc
player lee Chul Scung a

stirapping lad in his mid-tcens.
tovk one hour twenty minutes
lo overpower China's Xiong Ke
in yesterday's semifinal

Lthe

scorcline reading 21-13, 24-
22, 19-21, 1521 and 21-19 in
the Koreans [avour. In an en-
grossing en®Munter that had
the sparse crowd spellbound,
the two often matched each
other shot for shot. Xiong re-
fused to give up after an Indif-
ferent first game, forcing the
second to deuce twice before
losing 24-22. He then came
back strongly to win the next
to games only to lose out in the

deciding game.

However, second seccded
Chinese Wang Yonggang had
little trouble winning his semi-
final against North Korean Kim
Guk-Chol, the fourth seed,
wrapping up the match in
straight sets 21-17, 21-18, 21-
15.

The winners of today’s sin-
gles titles will earn US $3000
cach while the runners-up will
scttle for 1500 dollars each.
Besides, the men's and
women's champions will also
receive a glittering Pepsi Cup
trophy for their achievements.

PLACING RESULTS

In the third place paly-off,
Zhang Qin of China beat South
Korea's Park Kyung-Ae, An Hi-
Suk of North Korea finished
fifth among the twelve girls by
beating Lin Lizhu of Chinese
Taipei, while Park Hae-Jung of
South Korea placed seventh
becating Japan's Tomoko Shi-
monaga into eighth place.

The results of the men's
placing games were not avail-
able till the time of filing this
rcport.

Thirty-six players, 24 men
and 12 women, representing
icn nations ‘took part

I'residential Advisor for
Foreign Affairs Fakhruddin
Ahmed will grace the conclud-
ing ceremony as chiel guest
and give away the prizes.

HSi:uTﬁbling start by Johnson

SEVILLE( Spain),
Mar 8 Ben
Johnson sium-
bled and nearly
fell in the -men’s
60—meter heats
al the World Indoor Track and
Field Championships on
Friday. reports AP.

The Canadian star looked

44

he wore the Canadian team
colors.

Johnson had said his
biggest problem after his
comcback was his start, once
the key to his world —recurd
times in 1987 and |1988.

He was not only slow in his
heat but also clumsy. .
mous kick that gave him an
edge over competilors ap-
peared gonec.

Johnson admitted he would
have o work hard over the

first steps.

A good start is essential for
victory indoors. with sprints
going just 60 meters, leaving
Httle room for comebacks.

The men's sprint heats
were dominated by Andre
Cason of the United States in
6.52. just 3—100ths of a sec-
ond oll the world record sel by
fellow American Leory Burrell.

Cason’'s effort was tLhe
third—[astest time of this sea-
son and his personal best.

Linford Christic of Britain
ran the second—[astest times
of the heats, 6.61.

Heavy [favorite Merlene
Ottey of Jamaica topped the
women’'s 80—meter qualifica-
tons in an casy 7. 16 seconds.

Johnson was banking on his
Seville performance to get re-
venge over critics who op-
posed his comeback and to re-
store a good reputation after
the discovery of his steroid use
shook the world of track and
field.

it also cost him an Olympic
gold, two world records and
millions of dollars in lost en-
dorsements.

"Most of the athletes have
been pointing a finger at me. |
haven't been pointing a finger
al them. But that's always the
way it's going to be.” he said
before the competition.

Two ol Jehnson's
prominent

ns st
compeclitors —

Amcerican Carl Lewis and
Linford Christie of Britain —
have criticized all the attention
focused on Johnson and the
rich appearance money he has
been getting from meet orga-
nizers since his comeback be-
gan.Jan 1.

Johnson has made no se¢

BEN JOHNSON

cret that one of his main goals
is o beat Lewis and Christic
again

The field of 650 competi-
lors from B5 countriecs al
Scville features six world
record holders, -but Johnson is
by far the leading star of the
cvenl.

This attention has created

—

some [riction but also strong
supporlt with the other ath-
letes.

American Andre Cason, who
with Christie will be one of
Johnson's strongest chal-
lengers, gave credit to the
Canadian, saying "it takes quite
an athlete to come back after
28 months of pure hell and
compete as well as he has
done, and most of all, 10 hold
his head up in society.”

I have gone through a lot
ol hard times and a lot of en-
crgy to come back and train so
hard." the 280—ycar—old
Canadian said.

He annmounced he planned
lo stay in the sport only for 18
more months, heading for re-
tirement after the Barcelona
Olympics.

Other stars in the champi-
onships were another sprinter,
Merlene Ottey of Jamaica, set-
ling out for a double gold in
the women's 60 and 200 me-
ters. :

She broke the 200—meter
world record on March 3 with
a uUme of 22.24 seconds.

Sergel Bubka of the Soviet
Union, who elevated the pole
vault record to 6.08 mxcters
carliecr in the season. and
Noureddine Morcelt of Algeria,
who set a world record of
3:34.16 for the 1,500 meters,
were other top competitors in
Seville.

- Spitz confident of turning clock back

cgend

uying

clock 20

years, says he is
conflident he can win an
Olympic medal in the 100
meires next year il he
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rent record ol 52.84, and
Pursiey said he would ccrtainly
have to swim faster than 54
scconds 0 win an Olympic

Spitz's world record swim
in Munich would have put him
cighth at the Seoul Olympics.

While the Caltfornian ex-
udes confidence. he won't Lalk
about how his comeback is far-
ng.

“We don't talk about
times.” he saild

The world will get a first
giimpse of how time has

=y

treated Spitz in April in 50
metres butterflly match races
against two of the world's

"Al that point he was not at
a level with world class swim
mers. But he had made. in my
opinion, almost unbelievable
progress in the period of time
he had resumed training,”
Pursley said.

MARK SPITZ

I he continues to progress

al that rate over the next few

months he could be on target. "

The 100 metres butte
offers 54

chance for an Olympic spot

Right now that is one of
the most wide open events,’
' said. He always consid-
ered (the butterfly) to be his
favortie stroke

If any swimmer can make a
comecback aflter 20 years, Spitz
is the one says Pursley

‘Il 1t 1s possible | don't
think there is anyone that
wotllld be better able to do 1t
than Mark Spitz. just by the
fact that there is no onec In

winning history that has domi-
nated way Mark did in his
prime

Spitz. who made a success-
ful career in real estate, said
the comeback was not moti-
vated by money or a quest to
recapture some of his old
Olympic glory.

“it's the challenge of it." he
said .

Graf s new deal

PARMA. Mar 8: Stefl Gral

Italy’s largest pasta and con-
fectionery maker, reports AP
A spokesman for Lthe tallan
group said Friday that the
German tennis star will bring a
company loge on her shirt
while her image will be used

Sport

Niaz beats 36 in
charity chess

Grandmaster Niaz Morshed
beat 36 and drew with four
others out of the 40 chess
players he yed against si-
multaneously at the DUCSU
cafeteria yesterday. reports
BSS.

Motijheel Roteract €lub or-
gani the competition to
raise funds in aid of a freedom
fighters's daughter., Meera,
who has to undergo an open
heart surgery. -

The four who drew with the
Grandmaster are: Roman
Khandaker, Jahangir Alam,
Morshed Ferdous and Mosh-
taque Al.

A large number of chess
enthusiasts witnessed the
competition.

» Chairman of the National
Sports Council Major General
Mahbubur Rahman., who was
the chiel guest on the occa-
sion, lauded the initiative of
the young organisers and do-
nated Taka ten thousand on
behalf of the Sports Council.

Raihan Nizam, a business-
man, who also participated in
the competition, committed to
donate an amount equivalent to
what was raised at the pre-
competition function in re-
sponse to the appeal of
Meera's father,

Holyfield boxer
of the year

NEW YORK Mar 8
: Evander  Holy-
field. who won
the undisputed
heavyweight cha-
mpionship of the
world. is the Fighter of the
Year for 1990 in the opinion of
the Boxing Writers Association
of America. reports AP.

Holyfield beat Julio Chavez,
the World Boxing Council and
International Boxing
Federation junior welterweight
champion, who won the
honour, named the Edward J.
Neil Award, for 1989.

James “"Buster” Douglas,
who upset Mike Tyson for the
heavyweight title, then lost it
in a dtsmal. out-ol-shape per-
formance against the unbeaten
{-Iutyﬁeldi was not on the bal
ol.

Bert Sugar, the adil.ur-p':ubr
lisher of the monthly zine
"Boxing [llustrated,” won the
Fleischer Award for excellence
in boxing journalism.

For the second straight
year, the John F. X. Condon
Award winner as trainer of the
year was George Benton, who
trains Holyfield, undisputed
lightweight champion Pernecl)
Whitaker and Meldrick Taylor,
the World Boxing Association
welterweight champion.

Meanwhile another AP re-
port from Atlanta says,
lleavyweight champion
Evander Holyfield may find
himself back in court for a new
fight with his estranged wife
and her lawyer.

The attorney for Paulette
Holyficld has filed to have her
divorce petition dismissed and
says he plans to file a new peti-
tion secking a more lucrative
settlement than the estimated
4-million-dollar agreement
reached by the couple in
December.

Mrs. Holyfleld originally
filed for divorce Sept 7. Acting
without attorneys, the
Holyflelds s a settlement
Dec 31 and within a month
executed a transfer of 4 mil-
lion dollars in funds and prop-
erty to Mrs. Holyfield.

AUCKLAND., Mar

| ., 8  Non - cricket
[ans must wondcr

" how two interna-

tional teams can

play three mat-
ches over |5 days without a
result, Reuter.

It seems the aficionados are
starting to have doubts too. -

New Zealand and Sri Lanka
ended their three Test series
in a 0-0 stalemate this week.
the third such outcome in four
years. Spectators stayed away

in droves.

"One of the big problems
about playing Test cricket is
that if you can’t win, you sure
as hell don't want to lose.”
came the familiar ecry., this
time from New Zealand cap-
tain lan Smith.

A crowd more In keeping
with village cricket watched
the final day at Eden Park. a
vast arena capable of holding
45,000 spectlators. despite
prospects of a rousing finish.

Perhaps the fans had too
often seen the result which
ensured — a tame draw. Of the
last 12 tour Test matches

played in New Zealand. only
onc has produced a victor.

National cycling
begins from
Mar 12

Tarun smell victory

Some reckless

. batting and poor
running between

the wickets by

Lalmatia Club

batsmen put

Surja Tarun in a winning
position on the first day of
their two-day. 75-overs-a-side
match of the Navana Premier
Division cricket league
yesterday at the Dhaka

m.

Lalmatia Club, batting first,
were skittled out for a paltry
126 runs in 49.4 overs. In re-
ply. Surja Tarun Club were

at 85 runs for the loss
of four wickets after 26 overs
when the stumps were drawn
for the day.

Lalmatia's captain Ashis Ma-
lik's decision to bat first
turned out to be a nightmare
when his side lost its first
three wickets with the score-
board showing only 13 runs.
The fourth wicket fell at 29,
and Lalmatia never recovered
from the dumps with wickets

Sports Reporter

falling at the regular intervals.
They finally were bundled out
for a paltry 125 runs. Sri
Lankan wicketkeeper batsman
Samana Kumara topscored for
Lalmatia with an unbeaten 45
runs. His compatriot San

followed with 24 runs. n,
16, Jahangir, 13, and' Uttam
with 11 runs were the other
notable Lalmatia batsmen.

Suppi claimed two wickets
for 19 runs off 11 overs for
Tarun while Murshed also took
two wickets for 37 runs off 14
overs. Shatkat, Rupom and
Saad also chipped in for Surja
Tarun with a wicket each.

To add to their woes, three
Lalmatia batsmen committed
harakiri when they got them-
sclves needlessly run out.

Surja Tarun, in their turn,
were well-placed for victory
with 85 runs for the loss of
four wickets. Zakaria, 28, Sha-
heen, 15, and Aruna de- Silva,
11, were the notable scorers
for Tarun. Rupom was batting
with 13.

World Cup draw
announced

ADELAIDE, Mar

8: Eight cric-

keting nations

will play 11

matches in New

Zealand and 20 in
Australia in next year's World
Cup, the Australian Cricket
Board (ACB) announced here
Friday, reports AFP.

In addition to the six
Australian state capitals, four
provincial cities have been se-
lected as venues.

They are Mackay, in central
Queensland, Albury in southern
New South Wales, Ballarat in
Victoria and the South
Australian Riverland town of
Berri.

“It'll be great for country
cricket.” said ACB chairman

Colin Egar alter the Australian
World Cup committee met

e

Even at the weekend the
crowd numbered only a few
thousand, whereas a boating
festival across town drew
nearly 50,000 people.

Crowds for the five-day
Tests contrasted sharply with
carlier one-day matches which
attracted near-capacity audi-
ences, particularly for a three
match series with England.

“Perhaps there is a need to
pull up Test cricket by Lhe
scrufl of the neck.” Smith said.
“The crowds on Saturday and
Sunday here were pitiful.”

Through most of the 1980s
New Zealand fans turned up to
Tests in good numbers and
were rewarded with a high
proportion of results. mostly in
New Zealand's favour. But an
alarming trend of draws began
late in the decade, starting
with a weather-hit, all-drawn

series against England in early
| 998,

That was followed by an-
other win-less series with
Pakistan 12 months later,
when Imran Khan's side ap-
peared intent on drawing from
the outset and New Zealand
scemed petrified of losing
their 10-year unbeaten home
record.

Last summer, New Zealand
beat Australla in a one off Test
after defeating an Indian side
which played attractive cricket
1-0. But the crowds were little
better.

While Sri Lanka do not
command the same attention
as leams such as _the West
Indies, they played lively
cricket in the Tests, twice
hitting around 320 runs in a
day.

However captain Arjuna
Ranatunga did not help when

here Friday.

"Normally touring sides
travel to the Bush to play coun-
try teams in what you could say
was a picnic atmosphere.”

"But these will be serious
matches with World Cup
points at stake.”

Mr.Egar said the four re-
gional centres all had °
venues and good pitches.”

The World Cup starts on
February 22 next year when
current champion Australia
takes on co-host New Zealand
in Auckland. Melbourne will
host the final on March 25.

Five other Test-playing
countries will take part
England, India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and the West Indics
with Zimbabwe the cighth
competitor.

in both Hamilton and Auckland
he declined to push for victory
when his side was in a winning
position. He seemed to lack
the confidence to take the
risks needed for a win.

Falling crowds have coin-
cided with several factors—bet-

ter pitches which have given
the batsmen an advan ;
other sporting attractions.
upsurge of the action-
one-day game, more

cove and, not least. the
retirement last of Sir
Richard Hadlee, whose {llus-
trious career coincided with a

period of unprecedented sue-
cess

The one series against
England allow New
Zealand Cricket [NZC) to
scrape out of this season close
to a profit. something they
have not managed for two
years. But the coffers are far
from full.

“It's hurting somebody in
the hip pocket.” Smith said.

"There is a bad trend to-
wards drawn series and it's
something we're very con-
scious of as players. Maybe all
the captains in the world have
to get together and say Yes',
we will play winning cricket.
But who's going to start it?”

Efforts to improve pitches
nuyluvthunm-uul:dd

In the at least one
ground could be counted on
for a shoddy playing surface
that would produce a result in
aboult three days. While the

players didn't enjoy it, the
crowds did.

Surja Tarum resume their
innings today, needing another
61 runs for victory with six
wickets in hand and another
49 overs m%

GMCC VS AlLI

Greater Mymensingh Cr-
icket Club scored 252 all out
in 68.3 overs in the other Na-
vana league match against bot-
tom placed Rupali Bank at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Rupali Bank, in reply, were
27 without loss in 10 overs
when the stumps were drawn.

GMCC, helped by Zakir's 48
not out, Duminda’s 44, Nasu's
41 and a healthy contribution
of 51 sundries scored 252
runs.

Prince and Babu claimed
four wickets each for Rupali
Bank for 48 and 39 runs re-
spectively.

Rupali now need another
226 runs for victory in 65
overs with all their wickets in
hand. Dulu 11, and Billu, 8,
were the Rupali batsman at the
crease.

| | |
|
' |

Div II cricket
Sports Reporter

Four matches were decided
in the Rank -Xerox Second
Division cricket league yester-

day at city's different venues.
Nabin beat Shanti-
nagar ‘A’ five wickets at the
Cricket Stadium.

Lalbagh Anwar also scored
identical five wickets win
against Eskaton Sabuj at the
Mahakhali T and T ground.

Millbarrack Club recorded a
big 170 runs victory against
Enten;:n: Iignrﬂng at Dhan-

Dhaka Friends Union were
comfortable winners against
Kakrail Boys by 77 runs at the
Mirpur Pallabi ground.

The first phase of the Rank
-Xerox finished terday with
the champions am. runners-up
of five groups will play in the
second round divided into two

groups.

City Club became champion
in the group ‘A’ while runners-
up place will be decided after
play-oflf match between
Eagles and Gandaria Crick-
eters.

In Group 'B' Dhanmondi
Club became c . while
Nabin Sangha took the run-
ners-up s

Azad Boys Club finished as
champions in Group 'C' fol-
lowed by Orient S.C in second
place.

Victoria Sporting Club fin-
ished on top in Group D’ with
Ajax finished at second posi-
tion.

Lalbagh Anwar Club and
Eskaton Sabuj both finished on

-off to decide champion
;Ll?mmn-upphu. =

FA Cup gate money

reaches 2m-pound

LONDON, Mar 8 : Galc re-
ceipts for this season's
FA Cup final will reach the two
milion-pound mark for the
first time, reports AFP.

The finalists on May 18 will
rcceive around 450,000
pounds each as their share of
the proceeds, with the FA

340,000 pounds and
136, pounds going into the
scason's pool.

It means the W cash
haul will have doubled inside

four years.

Draws the crowds awa

two and then you have
three days to play,” Smith said.

NZC chairman Peter Mc
Dermott said people were
watc cricket on television,
but the were not paying o
go to the gates. "We're by no
means despondent about the
audiences. Our combined audi-
ence with television was very
satisfactory.” .

Whatever the reason for the
poor crowds, Smith believes
the cricket played this year
was not to blame.

"It wasn't borh{':r'llzrk:L |
felt sorry for owr at

times, but if | had been a
purist watching I'd have en-

watching the ball being
:’I:p-tclmd to all parts.” he

Marseille fans
already celebrating

MARSEILLE, France, Mar 8
. Two weeks ahead of their re-
turn European Cup gquarter fi-
nal, Marsellle fans are already
celebrating the French team's
victory. reports Reuter.

"The families Berlusconi.

1991, reads a poster, purport-
ing to be in the names of the
! club’s owner and play
ers.



