Upazila

KUSHTIA
Function in
memory of
Lalon held
From Our Correspondent

March 7 : Lalon Swaran
Utsab-1991 was held here

:
:
|

They pay rich tribute to
their leader Lalon Shah
through music and they play all
the days and nights keeping

|

Student commits
suicide

From Our Correspondent

March 7 : Musharral Hos-
sain (22) a second year student
ol Sherpur Agriculture College
allegedly committed suicide by
hanging in a room of college
hostel recently.

It 8 learnt that fnancial

problem was the reason of his
committing suicide. He was

hails from Trishal in My-
mensingh district.

MAULVI BAZAR

Boy crushed

under wheels

March 7 : A boy was
erushed under the wheels of a
speeding truck near Shaha-
bandpur areca under sadar
u . police said here on
Monday. reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Syed Abu Taher (14), son of
Syed Akaddas All of village Sri-

Eye-witnesses said Taher
was crossing a road near the
arca while the Sylhet bound
truck knocked him down
killing the victim on the spot.

Police seized the wvehicle
but the driver fled. A case was
filed with the local police.

DEAITUR
Property worth
Tk 7 lakh gutted

March 7 : Properties worth
about taka seven lakh were
gutted when a fire broke out
Tuesday in areas in
the town and Satnala village in
Chirirbander upazila, police
here said, reports UNB.

According to witnesses,
scven houses were charred in
the fire at Baluadanga area.
Goods worth about Taka five
lakh wwere destroyed in the

fire.
The fire from the
house of Suruj Mia while bidi

was being bumt, they added.
Fire fighters who arrived late
at the spot finally put out the
fire

Newly-elected Member of
the Parliament M.A. Rahim ar..|
Deputy Commissioner visitced
the spot and assured the vic
tims of all possible help.

In another incident fire
broke out at the house of
Moslemuddin in Satnala village
same day destroy in properties
worth about Taka two lakh.

Local people said the fire
originated from the kitchen of
the house and soon engulfed
the neighbourhood destroying
13 houses.

BARISAL
Kidney, venereal
diseases rise

March 7 : Kidney and ven-
cral discases have .showed a
risc in at least 14 south-cast-
ern districts ol the country,
reports UNB.

According to a survey, there
are more than 10 lakh kidney
and 15 lakh veneral disease
Patients in Barisal, Borguna,
Patuakhali, Pirojpur. Khulna,
Magura. Jessore, Narail,
Chuadanga, Mcherpur, Kushtia,
Bagerhat, Satkhira and
Jhenidah districts.

» Treatment to the patients
of thesc diseases had been
hampered due to lack of nec-
essary ments in hospi-

tals of the region, suflerers

ned.

Sher-e-Bangla Medical Col-
lege Hospital in Barisal which
is more or less better
e?uipped than other hospitals
of the region, can not handic
kidney patients due to absence
of IVP x-ray machine and other
neccssary appliances.

The government earlier
initiated a move to open kid-
ney wards in all the medical
college hospitals but nothing
has so far been done in this

regard.
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PATUAKHALI

BRDB to disbumse
Tk 5 lakh among

farmers
March 7 : In a bid to aug-
ment Aus roduction,

Bangladesh Rural Development
Board (BRDB) has taken up a

to distribute Taka
five lakh among the farmers of
the district during the current
season, reports UNB.

Informed sources saicl about
3.000 acres of land will be
brought under Aus cultivation
under this mme.

After the implementation ol
the ., it is expecied
that an additional 200 metric
tons of paddy will be prodiiced
in the district.

Fish disease

Fish diseases have broken
out in alarming proportion in
sceven upazilas of the district.

Fish like koi, shol. magur.
singh. baim, .puthi and gajar

have been affected bwv
the discase known as
"ulcerative . The al-
fecied u are : Patuakhali
Sadar, Bauphal, Dashmina,
Mirzaganj, Kalapara and
Galachipa.

Local Fishery Depariment
has advised the people to spray
lime water in the waterbodics
to contain the menace.

PIROPUR
Work on uplift
projects in
progress

March 7 : Works on 58
Is are in progress
in six upazilas of the district
under food for works pro-

gramme, reports UNB.
According to sources, about

'3.300 metric tons of wheat

have been sanctioned
for the schemes in Sadar.
Nazirpur. Bhandaria, Kaukhali,
Madhbaria and Nesarabad

Of the total projects, cleven
cach wi]l be implemented in

Sadar and Nazirpur, nine in -

Bhandaria, four in Kaukhali,
ten in Madhbaria and 13 in
Nesarabad upazilas.

The projects included con-
struction and reconstruction of
roads, embankments and cxca-
vation of canals. °~

KURIGRAM

Soccer training
course ends
From Our Correspondent

March 7 : One month long
training camp on [ootball [or
the students up to the age of
14 years cnded at the local
stadium maidan arranged by
Kurigram District Sports Asso-
ciation (DSA) recently.

A total of 104 boys from dil-
ferent schools of the district
participated in the training

comurse. The training coursc
was conducted by Mr. Rezaul

Karim Raju. Mr. Abdul Matin,
Mr. U Kanti Roy and Mr.
Gobinda Banarjee.

On the concluding day. Mr.
Khairul Alam, ADC, Kurigram
gave away certificates to the
successful ts as the
chiel guest. Presided over by
Prof. Mostala Bin Hossain
Khondoker, Secretary, Kuri-
gram DSA, the certificate giv-
ing ceremony was addressed,
by Mr. Rezaul Karim, Mr. Tofail

~ Hossain, Mr. Khairul Alam and

Prof. Mustafa Bin Hossain
Khondoker.
Drama staged

A Bengali drama "Ontorey
Onirban” written by Mr.
Mosharral Hossain was staged
recently under the aegis of
“Samprotik” a literary and cul-
tural organisation of Kurigram
Lown,

Among others, Mominur
Rahman Mithu, Sanowar Hos-
sain, ATM Arshad Hossain
Dipon, SM Rafiqul Haque, Ab-
dur Razzaque, Shahin Hossain
Ronju, Masudar Rahman,
Faridul Hasan and Hamidur
Rahman Bulu participated in
different roles of the drama.

The drama was directed by
Mr. Shahanur Rahman which
wis enjoyed by a large number
of local people.

BRAHMANBARIA

Couple stabbed
by snatchers

March 7 : Snatchers Wed-
ncsday stabbed a couple at
Madhaypara areas in the town,
police here said, reports UND.

Witnesses said, Jatindra
Chandra Das and Rita Rani
were attacked by the hijackers
while they were on way to
Brahmanbaria railway station.
They were on a rickshaw.

Both the husband and wile
susiained stab injuries when
they tried to resist the hijack-
ers from snatching Taka 500
from them.

Alamgir, one of the snatch-
ers, was caught red-handed by
passersby when the victims
yelled for help. He was handed
over to police while others
managed Lo escape.

The couple was admitted to
Sadar hospital and a casc was
filed with Brahmanbaria police
in this connection.

Firewood stacked iﬁ a brickfield at Pagla in Narayangan).

Soaring brick price hampers construction

Brickfields use firewood: huge
imported coal lying unsold

From Ehsanul Huq

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 7
Prices of all categorics of
bricks have recorded a fresh
rise adversely affecting the
construction sector.

The stock of bricks in the
fields is quite satislactory and
there is no apparent reason for
such price hike.

Per thousand first class
brick:s now sell at around Taka
2.000. Last year the price of
the same was about Taka
1.700. Per thousand class-two
bricks now sell at Taka 1,750.
Last year the price was Taka
1.600. Last year's prices of in-
ferior quality brick was around
Taka 1,100 but now it is being
sold at about Taka 1,300 per
thousand.

There: are about 2,200 brick
ficlds in the country employing
more than 11 lakh people.
Most of the brick fields are lo-
cated in and around Dhaka

‘city, Keraniganj. Pagla, Fatul-

lah, Bhulta, Zayira and Savar.

Majority of these brickfields
arc small enterprises employ-
ing less than 50 persons per
brick field.

It is learnt that the brick
lwlds presently are using coal,
wnod ete, as fuel. Recently Ti-
tas Gas Company decided that
it would give permission to
about 85 brick fields to use
gas, supply of which to all the
257 brickficlds was stopped in
1988, causing increase in the
brick priece and reporiedly
making the owners bound to

retrench.about one lakh work-
ers. The gas company s now
getting gas supply but the
brickfield owners seem to be
not very enthusiastic. The
main cause of it is that many ol
the brick fields have huge ar-
rears, and these defaulters
were barred from getting gas
supply.

It is reported that there
was no big diffcrence between
the price of gas-burnt and
coal-burnt bricks in the past.
But simple calculations would
reveal the production cost is a
good deal lower in the event
that gas is used. It is worth
notingsthat in 1976, when gas
was first-introduced the gas
company in its bid to give im-
petus to brickfields had also
made provision of supplying
gas free of cost for the [irst
year and at 50 per cent less for
he subsequent years. This
provision was withdrawn on
July 1. 1979.

When contacted, a

spokesman of  Brickfields
Owners Association informed
that they are now using coal,
furnace oil. firewood ete. as
substitute for gas.

Price hike of
inputs

According to them price
increasc of inputs (coal. raw
materials such as firewood,
furnace oil). cost of labour and
imposition of duties have
greatly contributed to the high

price ol brick. When asked
about the price increase, a
dealer said that the manufac-
turers were increasing 1. 11
without any obvious peason.

The spokesman remarked
that the Planning Commission
recommended for using gas in
the brickficlds instead of cog)
and also suggested for ade-
quate import of coal.

Steam coal required for
burning bricks is now supplied
by both public and private
seclors at Taka 2964 and Taka
3000 per metric ton and the
prices were same last year.
The total requirement ol sin-
gle unit (klin) in a brick field
is roughly 400 tons a year and
its capacity is about 20 lakh
bricks per season.

»

ﬁmﬂmaded
for one lakh bricks

A brickfield owner said
about 25 tons of steam coal is
required for burning one lakh
bricks while 7000 cubic feet of
gas for 1000 bricks. The cost
of production of 1000 coal-
burnt bricks comes to about
Taka 1600 excluding other
charges whereas the cost of
gas-burnt 1000 bricks s about
Taka 800. The cost of per c.m.
gas used for industrial purpose
is about Taka 4.25. The re-
quircment of coal 1s about =iy
lakh 25 thousand metric tons

lor the bricklields operating in
the country.

It is worth mentioning that
a government ban on the use of
fircwood is in foree under the
Brick Burning Control Act,
1989. Surprisingly only onc
lakh three thousand metric
tons of coal could be sold while
about three lakh metric tons
were imported by the govern-
ment last year. Huge amount of
coal also remains unsold in
the private sector. Now with-
out any import this season
public sector stock is three
lakh 20 thousand metric tons
and the amount of coal sold in
the period of November 1990
to January 1991 is 32000
metric tons which is quite
unsatisfactory compared to
corresponding period of last
scason (November-April).

The manufacturers blfimed
the Coal Directorate for not
supplying good quality cnal.

also complained that the
coal from India had been im-
ported at the rate of 556 US
dollar per metric ton by the
government, while coal was
imported at the rate of 52 dol-
lar per metric ton by the pri-
vate importers.
. A government source de-
nied the manufacturers’ state-
ment and alleged they are so
massively using [firewood
violating ban that coal sale is
seecing an unprecedented
de«line, Evidently their
misdecds are responsible for

npsctting ecological balance,
the source added.

4 lai{hh ‘-WOI'I(BIP‘S jobleés

Handloom industries face
closure in Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 7
llandloom-oriented Cottage
Industries in Sirajgan] district
face extinction following price
hike of raw materials and fall
in demand of handloom prod-
ucts.

It 1s learnt that the
economic infrastructure of the
district mainly depends on
these cottage industries. But
due to manifold problems
about 80
have been closed down
rendering about 4,00,000
workers and their dependants
unemployed.

There are 75000 hand-
looms in Shahzadpur, 20.000
in Chowhali, 50,000 in
Belkuchi and 15000 .in

per cent handlooms

From Our Correspondent

Ullapara upazilas and about six
lakh workers, weavers includ-
ing women and children are
cngaged in this prolcssion.
During the last devastating
floods a large number of hand-
looms was badly damaged.
Then after bringing the looms
in operation fall of demand and
abnormal price spiral of raw
materials again threatened the
existence of this sector. Cloth
merchants from all over the
country used to come to
Shahzadpur and Enayatpur
hats to purchase handloom
products but due to fai' in de-
mand sell proceeds in the
weckly hats are so poor that
the weavers hardly get their
wages from the factory owners.

Big afforestation plan
in greater Mymensingh

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 7 :
About five lakh saplings of dil-
ferent types of trees would be
planted under an afforestation
programme in five districts of

greater Mymensingh during
the current scason.

The saplings would be pro-
duced in 10 centres and four
ranges. The centres are lo-
cated at Kishoreganj Sadar,
Karimganj, Gaouripur.
Jamalpur Sadar, Sribardi,
Netrakona, Sherpur, Bhaluka,
Mymensingh Sadar and
Agricultural University. The

ranges are situated at Rangtia,
Balijuri, Rasulpur and

Durgapur.

The saplings will be given
to the people at cheaper rales.
liesides, 31 miles of roads in
24 selected upazilas of four
districts will also be utilised
which includes eight miles in
Kishoreganj, 15 miles in
Mymensingh, five miles in
Jamalpur and three miles in
Sherpur district.

According to the sources.
16.000 saplings will bc
planted in each of 25 nurserics
in different upazilas in sc
lected areas under a special
project undertaken by the gov
ernmitnt with the assistance
from Asian Development Bank.

F

According to the reports, in
Belkundi Upazila, Sonali Bank
disbursed loan amounting to
Taka 84 lakh among 240
weavers, Krisht Bank Taka 78
lakh among 240 weavers and
Agrani Bank Taka 80 lakh
among 250 weavers. Due to fall
in the demand of handloom
products. the turn over of
handloom loans is so poor that
the concerned branches ol the
banks are incurring loss
Following such irregularities,
disbursement programme oll
loans is suspended which de-

prived a large number of viable

factory owners. Shortage of
running capital is another im-
portant factor for closure of
the factories,

it is widely felt that planncd
marketing system ol handloom
products as well as smooth
supply of raw materials at fair
pricc may encourage this
prospeetive cottage
to flourish again in the district.

industries .

Science Week

observed
From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, March 7 : The
l4th National Science Weck
was observed at Chandpur with
great enthusiasm. On the oc-
casfon a science [air was
organised recently at
Chandpur Government College.

The science fair was inau-
gurated by Mr. Md. Abul
Kashem. Deputy Commis-
sioner, Chandpur. Differcnt
schools, madrashas and col-
leges of the district partici-

ted in the fair. About two

undred new projects on
Science were exhibited in the
fair. A number of people
of the district visited the fair,

On the concluding day
Principal Matiur Rahman Dis-
tributed the prizes among the
best exhibitors in the fair. In
this connection a meeting was
held at Chandpur Government
College auditorium and the
meeting was addressed by
Prol. A K.M. Yunus, Prol. Badiur
Rahman Chowdhury, Principal
Tarikullah and Prineipal

Matiur Rah .
Our Netrakona Correspon-

dent add : The 14th National
Scicnee Week began on Tucs-
day at Netrakona Government
College premises. The wrck
was cercemonially inaugnirated

e
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CHANDPUR : Mrs Alia Kashem is distributing priees e g

=

bv Mr Abul Kasem D.C

the students of Udayan Shishu Vidyalaya reeently.

— Swar photo
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A procession of the studenis and members of

oCeIic

the public led by two local leaders al Bagerhat
town last week demanded reconstruction of

Betkhali-S

road. Both the leaders were

defeated in February 27 Parliamentary polis.

The processionists

different roads in the

paraded
town and staged sit-in at the office of the Deputy
Commissioner and submitted a memorandum
urging the district adminisiration to repair the
road immediately. Constructed long ago the road

is used

by hundreds of people everyday. It Is In a

bad shape and the local people were demanding
emergency repair for quite sometime past.
Addressing the sit-in demonstration the two
leaders alleged that the upazila administration
misused wheat allotted for reconstruction of the

road. The upazila authority did not
to the repeated written comp

pay any heed
laints of the local

people for early reconstruction of the road, they

resented.

Both the leaders asserted that now that the
election is over they have enough time o pursue
the matter and shall see (o the last. .

Matiur Rahman Nizami.

General of Jamaal ¢
islamd cautioned that in the
cvent of attempts made by any
quarter for thwarting transi-
tion to democracy by creating
any constitutional crisis. his
party would resist all such at-

at any cost.
'ﬂmﬂdﬂd over local

Jamaat leader Abu Taleb
Mandal. the mass reccption
was also addressed by Moulana
Abdus Sobhan.

Moulana Nizami thanked
the caretaker government,
Election Commissioncr and
administration for peaceful and
impartial holding of election
on February 27 te some
LY ic incidents at sevcral

. He assured the audi-
ence although only 18 mem-
bers from Jamaat were

elected, they will play a m.lh

role in Islamising

and hoped, if democratic pro-
cess continued unhindered
Jamaat would be able to cap-
ture power through next gen-
eral clection.

Moulana Abdus Sobhan
thanked the people for voting
him and wamed Awami League
in an oblique reference to stop
terrorism and attacking
Jamaat workers following de-
feat in elections. He further
said Jamaat would retaliate
the administration kept mum
in stopping such attacks on
them.

Hartal observed
in Kushtia

Our Kushtia Correspondent
adds : A partial halfl day hartal
was observed at Kumarkhali on
Wednesday in protest against
wrong counting of votes in
three polling centres of
Kushtia—4 constituency where
Nur-e-Alam Ziku JSD (Rab)
candidate lost the seat 1o
Abdul Awal. an Awami League
candidate, by 215 votes.

Nur-e-Alam Ziku demanded
recounting of the votes in
those centres, it was learnt.

Shops and other business
establishments remained
closed but rickshaws plied. A
procession was brought out by
the supporters of Ziku on
Tuesday at Kumarkhali in sup-
port of their demand.
Meanwhile, in Kushtia-2 con-
stituency nomination papers
filed by eight candidates on

were scrulinised on

Wednesday and all found valid.
Two candidates who submitted
carlier before
killing of Marfat Al did not
submit nomination on Tuesday.
They were Abdul Jabbar (Gono
Sakti Party) and Marfat Al
Master of JSD(Siraf).

The candidates who are
contesting from Kushtia-2
constituency now are Ahsan
Habib Lincon UJF), Md Abdul
Wahed (Jamaat), Abdur Roul
Choudhury (BNP), Md Saderul
Biswas Santu (Zaker Party).
lHasanul Huq Inu SD-Inu),

Shafiqul Islam Kubbat (Awmmi
League). Sakawat [bne Moyn
Choudhury (Freedom Party).
Mst Arzuman Banu(JSD- Rab)
It may be mentioned that
Arsuman Banu is the wife of
late Marfat AN who was killed
clection by the miscre-

g M

oul a vietory
procession. The procession
raded the main street and
ands of drum beaters
accompanied the procession.
The processionists chanted

various slogans.

Ershad's release
demanded

UNB from Satkhira adds :
District Jatiya Party on
release of former President
Ershad. terming his detention
flicgal.

At a workers’ conference.
the district Jatiya Party dis-
cussed the just concluded
clection to parllament.

Speakers at the conference
expressed satisfaction over the
party’s success in the clection
despfle what they called ha-
rassment of JP workers at
many places during polling

A procession was brought
out after the conference,
which paraded the town
chanting slogans demanding
relcase of Ershad.

Meherpur

BSS from Mecherpur adds:
Supporters and workers of
Jattyatabadi Chhatradal on
Friday brought out a proces-
sion to celebrate the vic of
the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) in the parliamen-
iy clections

tary :

The lant processionists
pnrndot{“:"hc main streets of
Mcherpur town chanting vari-
ous slogans.

Fake voters held

A Correspondent [rom
Jessore adds : Thirteen per-
sons including a woman and an
Ansar werc arrested at the
time of casting fake votes In
the February 27 polls in
Jessore-3 constituency. Of
them six werc handed over o
the Jessore Kotwali Police.

The arrested persons were
Nazrul Islam from P.T.L
Cenire, Shahabuddin and
Nazrul from Sommeloni
Cenire, Sumon (rom new
Khayer Tola Centre, Haflzur
Rahman and Azam from
Raflgate Pry. School Centre,
Sahar Alf from Nalia Centre, A
Rahim from Institute Pry.
School Centre, Hlﬂc!::.
Kamrul and Fulzan Bibi [rom
Sankarpur Centre, Shahidul
Islam Il?om Barandipara Pry.
School Centre.

Hashem Ali was engaged in
Hasimpur Cenire as Ansar
guard. When he cast vole in
favour of his brother he was
caught red handed.

Malpractice in land
recording alleged

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Mar 7 : Malpructice
and frregularities in land
recording. surveying and re-
fixing of land revenue in dil-
ferent places of the districl
have been alleged.

It is learnt that previously
ficld work was done by the of-
ficials of the Settlement

Department and the poor land
owners spent a huge amount o

| saiisfy them. Absence ol land

spirveyors at the time of survey
in the ficlds have created many
irregularitics and the village
tauls taking Lhis de-
K:ullhcmlmn their

According to the offictal
sourres, 1000 dispule casecs
were filed with the Settlement
office bul many cases were nol
regsicred beeause the ofMcials
were inflluenced by the village

touts and pimps in exchange of
illcgal gratification.

4000 derelict ponds
About 4000 ponds in diflcr-
ent parts of nine upaxilas of
the distriet are lying derclict



