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Pepsi Asian Cup starts

Sports Reporter

Shikkhya Protisthan (BKSP)
indoor gymnasium in Savar

yesterday afternoon.

First round robin lecague
matches were held on the
opening day.

The men are
eight groups with
in each group through to
the next round. the knockout
stage, which will determine

the eight quarterfinalists. The
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ocpponent Suvaporn
Praphutikul easily enough 21-9
but the bespectacled Thait girl
put up much better resistance
in the second game, extending
Shimonaga to 21-17.

. Fourth seeded Fan Zianxin
of China outplayed the tall
Indian Niyoti Shah 21-11, 21-

Japan defeated

Khan of Pakistan suffered a
shock defeat against Ebrahim
Alidkhot of Iran 19-2]1 and 18-
21, but his compatriot Farjad
Saif beat Lee Chul-Sung of
South Korea 16-21. 25-23 and
21-15. Takchiro Watanabe of
Thailand's
Vichit Thalerngpol 17-21. 21-

Second-seeded Lin Lizhu of Chinese Taipei proved too good
for the lone Bangladeshi girl in the meet Zulekha Akhter,

winning 21.9, 21-9.

Presidential Advisor for
Youth and Sports Alamgir M A
Kabir formally inaugurated the
ten-nation, lour-day meet. The
opening ceremony, a boring afl-
fair with too many verbose
speakers taxing the patience of
he participants and spectators
alike, was also attended by Mr.
ichiro Ogimura, president of
the International Table Tennis
Federation who is here as a
special invitee of the
Bangladesh Table Tennis
Federation, the organisers of
the meet.

Thirty -six players -- 24 men
and 12 women -- are compet-
ing for the singles utles in
their respective calegolies
which olfer the champions
US$ 3000 and the runners-up
US 8 1500 each. The total
prizemoncy is US 8 20,000
with 11.000 for the men and
9.000 for the women. The
top 16 men and efght out of the
12 women will qualify for

purses of varying amounts.

Div Il cricket

Sports Reporter

A devastating bowling spell
by Kajal enabled Ortent S. C w0
crush Lalbagh USC by 104 runs
in the Rank Xerox 14 Second
Division cricket yester -
day at the Mohakhali T & T
ground.

Orient. taking first strike
scored 167 runs for the loss of
cight wickets in their stipu
lated 35 overs.

Pappu 37. Masoud 30
Sohag 19 and Selim Khan with
I7 wert the Orient batsmen
to shine with the willow

Shellcy and Matiur claimed
three wickets each for 25 and
28 runs respectively.

Lalbagh USC. in reply. were
bundled out for a paltry 63
runs in |8 overs

Tutul 20 and Azad. 12.
were the two batsmen
to reach double figures

Kajal was the wrecker- in
chiel with seven Lalbagh scalps
for 15 runs. Shaheen sup
ported him with two wickets
for three runs

Iin another maitch.
Dhanmondi

al the
Club ground

United Heroes recorded thetr
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women are playing in four
groups of three players each.
The top two in each group
qualify for the quarterfinals.
The final matches are sched-
uled for the concluding day,
Saturday, March 9.

In a major upset on the
opening day. top seeded
woman player An Hi-Suk of
North Korea was beaten by her
South Korcan opponent Park
Kyung-Ae 21-19. 19-21, 18-
21. Of the four women's first
round matches decided till the
time of filing this report. the
clash between the two Korean
girls was by [ar the most ab-
sorbing one, the other three
matches being decided in
straight sets.

Number two seed Lin Lizhu
of Chinese Taipel proved too
good for the lone Bangladesh
girl Zulekha Akhter, winning
21-9, 21-9.

Third seeded Japanese
player Tomoko Shimonaga won
the first game against her That
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Top seeded woman player An Hi-Suk of North Korea lost
her opening match of the eighth Pepsi Asian Cup table
tennis tournament to South Korea Park Kyung-Ae at the

BKSP indoor gym in Savar yesterday.

9 in a rather one-sided affair.

Four more women's robin
league matches were iIn
progress.

In four out of the ecight
opening round men's matches,
third seced Kang Hee-Chan of
South Korca was the only casu-
alty, losing his inaugural match
to the unseeded Xion Ke of
China 21-13. 11-21, 15-21.

Top seeded Wu Wen Chia of
Chinese Taipel disposed of S.
Sriram of India in less than
halfan hour, winning 21-9, 21-
14, second seed Wang
fnnggang of China doused
Bangladesh's Gias Atiq Ankhi's
challenge 21-11.21-13, while
fourth seeded left-hander Kim
Guk-Chol of North Korea de-
feated Japan's Yoji Morimoto
21-14.21-14. Ankhi was the
first among the men to make
his exit when he lost his sec-
ond and last robin league
match 9-21, 8-21 to Li Sing-1l
of North Korea

South Asian champion Aril
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11 and 21-19 while North
Korea's Ko Chun-Ho routed
Saaduddin Ahmed Kisloo of
Bangladesh 21-11 and 21-12.

Today's matches start at
3:00 pm.

The opening day saw a size-
able number of guests making
the trip to Savar from Dhaka,
including diplomats and their
families of some of the partici-
pating countries. The 3,000-
capacity BKSP gym. recently
fitted out with a non-skid s 'n-
thetic mat, had its steep. nar-
row galleries almost filled with
uniformed students and guests.
An all-female Bangladesh
Ansars and VDP band provided
the music for the march past
by the participating teams.
Noted music director Sattya
Saha conducted the theme
song sung by Abida Sultana in
chorus while dancers and mu-
sicians from the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy performed
in a cultural show organised on
the occasion. .

Budd to take on world

CAPE TOWN, Mar
6: 7ola Budd is
geiling ready to
Ltake on the world
again., but nol
until South Africa
is reanimated to international
athletics, reports Reuter.

Budd. now Mrs Zola Pi-
eterse. has kicked off the
shoes she learned to wear
running for Britain and has
started setling new records,
including an unofficial all
Africa best time over a mile,

But the tiny 24-year-old
South African born middic dis-
tance runner said in a tele-
phone interview from her
heme in Bloemfontein on
Tuesday that she was in no
hurry to get back to world
competition.

"M South Alfrica is reani-
mated to international athlet-
jes then | would like to com-
pete abroad. but I'm going

Bashabo eamn

promotion

Sports Reporter
Bashabo Tarun Sa

the Ploneer football league
yesterday at the Outer Sta-
dium

Rashabo Tarun will
now meet Gandaria Famous SC
in tomorrow's [inal of the

Qualifying round
for Div Il cricket
from Mar 20

through the proper channels
this time.

"I'm waiting for South Alrica
to be allowed back into inter-
national athletics and | am not
doing anything to get into
world competition beflore
that". said Budd, controver-
sially granted British citizen-
ship in 1984 to allow her 1o
compete In the Los Angeles

Injury hampers
German hopes

BONN. Mar 6: National high
jump champion Rolf Sann and
Women's 3,000 metres spe-
cialist Anke Schaening on
Tuesday joined the growing
casualty list among the German
squad for the world indoor
championships in Spain this
weekend, reports AFP.

- Sann, who last Friday iIn
Berlin set a world best per-
formance this year of 2.38m,
has injured a foot while

hurry.”

Olympics.

"l am a South African and
the only way | will get to run
abroad 1s as a South African
where South Africa is wel-
come”.

Budd discounted media re-
ports that she planned to run
in a British road race next
year,
"1 said | might be intérested
if South Africa is back in world
competition by then, but | pre-
fer track and cross-country
events.” she sadd.

On Monday, Budd ran a
barcfoot mile in 4:23.38 in the
coastal city of Port Elizabeth,
slashing almost four seconds
off nﬁ:ingboi athlete Tanya
Peckham's 1989 record of
4:27.18,

Her time was dlso an all
Alfrica best, but South African
records are not internationally

recognised.
“l think | will be ready for
international titlon f it

happens.” Budd said on Tues-
day. “But | am net in any

Sport

| Rain ruins play

at Kingston

KINGSTON, Jamaica, Mar 6:
Rain which seeped under the
covers caused play to be aban-
doned on the fourth day of the
first Test between West Indies
and Australia here Tuesday.
reports AFP.

The umpires made two in-
spectionsy but decided that
da patches on the pitch
could not be dried in time.

Heavy rain fell t but
a power cut hindered attempts
to put covers in place. Monday
up to 20 workers mopped up
water.

The fourth day of the West
indies England Test at Sabina
Park a year ago was also can-
celled because of rain.

-
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Kalabagan 286 for 7

Sports Reporter

Mamun made 41 and Tamin
21 while Omar Khaled Rumi

Krira Chakra bat-
ted with determination to post
a healthy 286 for the loss of six
wickets against Gulshan Youth
Club on the first day of their
two-day,75-overs-a-side match
of the Navana Premier Division
cricket league yesterday at the
Dhaka Stadium.

Gulshan Youth, in reply, had
scored 24 for the loss of one
wicket in 11 overs when the
stumps were drawn for the

Bablu laid the foundation of

the Kalabagan innings by sma-
shing 71 runs. Pappu scored a
useful 58 off 81 balls.

and Ishtiaq remained not out
with 39 and 31 runs respec-
tively.

Subrata, Ashfaque, Tito,
Shabbir, Tanvir and Gulshan's
Indian recruit Ashoke Mal-
hotra bagged one wicket each
for 39,37, 49, 46, 44 and 53
runs respectively.

Saiful and Tanvir were bat-
ting with eight each for
Gulshan Samiur Rahman Sami
claimed the only Gulshan
wicket to fall.

Gulshan Youth will resume
today, nceding to score an-

other 263 runs for victory with
nine wickets in hand in the
remaining 64 overs. It should
be an interesting tussle be-
tween the Kalabagan bowlers
and Gulshan batsmen. Gulshan
Youth have the service of two
ex-Indian Test batsman in
Arun Lal and Ashoke Malhotra
who are quite capable of win-
ning the match by themselves.

On the other hand, Kala-
bagan, with only one win in
five matches, will be des-
perately looking for a victory in
order to avoid relegation to the
Milnars league next season.

~ Court halts Ranji Trophy replay

NEW DELHI. Mar

® 6 : India's Raniji
Trophy ' national

' ericket  champi-

onship came to a

standstill Tuesday

. for the first time in jts 55-year

history after a court prevented

the replay of a controversial

maltch between Punjab and
Delhi, reports Reuter,

The decision threw Indian
cricket into turmoil far the
seccond time in just over a

week.
Last Monday, bowler Rashid

Patel was suspended for 13
months for hitting batsman
Raman Lamba with a stump
during the January final of the
showpiece Duleep Trophy.

Lamba was suspended for
10 months after being accused
of starting the trouble. The
match had to be abandoned
when spectators tried to set
fire to the stadium.

The Punjab-Delhi match in
January ended in controversy
when Punjab claimed Delhi
had changed an umpire in the

middle of the four-day game
without consultation.

The Indian Cricket Board
originally uphled the Punjab
prolest. It deducted the points
Dcelhi secured by winning.
eliminating them from
contention for a quarter-final
place in the Ranji Trophy.

Dclhi then protested and -

the Board decided on a replay
there, starting Wednesday.
Punjab went to court
Tuesday and K.S. Korey. a
judge in the Punjab's Patiala

district court, ruled the match

should not take place until '
Punjab’s casc was décided.
!

Korey summoned represen-
tatives ol the Indian Board and

the Delhi and Punjab Cricket
Associations to appear before
him on March 20 for the
hecaring. 5

Two teams have already
qualified for the semifinals and
three for the quarter-finals.
But the remaining quarter-final
matches eannot be played until
the court reaches a decision.

LOS ANGELES,
Mar 6 : Canadian
Donovan "Razor”
Ruddock predicts
he'll knock owt

' Mike Tyson in
their March 18 hcavyweight
bout. but he didn't go so far as
naming the round, reportis AP,

"I have a lot of confidence
in my boxing ability and also
my power,” Ruddock said
Tuesday during ‘a press
conference with Tyson.

"l don't know what I'll do.
but I'll do what I have to do.”

The two are scheduled for a
12-round fight at The Mirage
in Las Vegas.

Ruddock accused Tyson of
ducking out of a fight against
him in November 1989, when
the then champion had signed
to fight Ruddock at Edmonton.
The about was canccled when
Tyson's camp said he was
sullering from a lung virus.

"1 felt Mike was ducking
me.” Ruddock said. "l believe
it. We gave him the
opportunity to postpone, not
cancel.”

Tyson lost his title 1o Buster
Douglas on Feb. 11, 1990, his
only loss in 40 [fights.
inclhuding 35 knockouts.

“I'm glad to be in proper
shape now.” he said. "1 hope
you all get to see the flight
because you won't forget me
for a long time. I'll do well. I'm
recady for anybody, anytime
now.”

Tyson, 24. is recognized as

the No. | contender by the
World DBoxing Association.
World DDoxing Council and

International Boxing Federa-
tion.

Ruddock is 25-1-1 with 18
knockouts. With his only loss
coming in 1985, the 27-ycar-
old is rated No. 2 by the three
boxing organtzations:

Ruddock, at 6-foot-3.
expects to weigh about 230 for
the bout. The 6-foot-11 Tyson
should be about 10 pounds
lighter.

son's manager Don King,
u the occasion to lambast

their fights to the US and the
American Red Cross,

Carbajal defence

Mcanwhile. another AP

message from Phoenix, Arizona

says : Michacl Carbajal will

champion Evander Holyfield

Eo

Promfoter Mu

and Canadian Donovan "Razor” Ruddock apart

ad Muhammad tries to keep former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson (1)
during a verbal altercation after a press

e e e
s et S,

o R e
s
. S

; z el

Ruddock says he'll kayoe Tyson

100.000 dollars. has a 19-0
record with 13 knockeuts.
while Varquez is 29-9-1.
including 21 knockouts.

The fight will be at Ballys in
Las Vegas.

Carbajal's brother and
trainer, Danny. calls Vargues ”

conference in Los Angeles March 5. Tyson fights Ruddock at the Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas

on March 18.

lor Aighting George Foreman in
what the promoter called "a
Mimsy disguise Lo avoid Tyson."

"He'll find his fists full of
270-pound jolly brown giant.”
King said. "Forcman is the real
draw in that flight. Holyfield
couldn’'t draw flies in a dump.”

King also announced that
he, Tyson and super
lightweight champ Julio Cesar
Chavez ol Mexico. who also
appears on the card, will
donate 250.000 dollars from

defend his International
Boxing Federation junior-
Nyweight title March 17
against Javier Varguez of
Mexico, who will be
substituting for injurced Hector
Patri.

Patri broke his leflt hand
last week during training. "I've
studied Varguez's record, and
he's worthy of the shot,” IBF
president Bob Lee said
Monday.

Carbajal, who will earn
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a very strong flighter, who
really ljkes to come at you.”

"For lour rounds.” he added.
“it should be a real good test
But after that, | don't think
he'll be able to handle
Michael's speed,”

Vargucz also is about 3
inches shorter than Carbajal,
who is 5-foot-6.

In his last defence. Carbajal
knocked ont Macario Santos in
the second round on Feb. 17 in
Las Vegas.

Sabatini, Graf advance

BOCA RATON
(Florida), Mar 6
Gabriela Sabatini
says the best time
to face her is ear-

ly in a tourna-
menl. reports AP.
Erika DeLone might

disagree. She met the second-
sccded Sabatini in Tucsday's
sccond round of the Virginia
slims ol Florida and lost 6-2,
6-2.

"Right now | have to worry
more aboul first matches than
the others,” Sabatini said,
"because then | start o get
confidence, and | play better.”

In her first match since

early February — she had an
opening-round bye — Sabatini
showed no signs of rust. She
served well and put her
groundstrokes consistently in
the corners.

I had control of the match
all the time.” she said.

Top seed Steffi Gral won by
a walkover when  her
scheduled opponent. Cecilia
Dahlman of Sweden, had to
default because of illness,
Reports f[rom tournament
offictals that she suffered from
food polisoning were later
retracted.

Gral is seeking her first
title this year, but even il she

wins the tournament. she'll
lose her No. | ranking next

week to Monica Seles, who s
skipping the event.

Claudia Porwid of Germany
pulled off the day's biggest
surprise by winning the final
eight points to beat fifth-
sceded Conchita Martinez of
Spain 6-4, 3-6, 7-5.

"| wasn't playing very well at
all.” Martinez said. "She was
coming all the time to the net,
and it was very difficult to pass
her.”

No. 7 Natalia Zvereva of the
Sovict Union beat Catherine
Suire of Franee 7-6 (7-4), 6-1.
3-8, 6-2.

The fourth-ranked Sabatini
is off to a fast start this year.
She has a 10-1 record and beat
Martina Navratilova to win the
Pan Pactfic Open in Tokyo last
month.

"I don't feel much pressure
right now.” the Argentine said.
"I've won this tournament, and

I think I'm rmeady o win it
Sabatinj bta¥ Jennifer

Capriati in last year's finals and
beat Graf for the 1988 title.

Delone, an [8-year-old
amateur who plans to enroll at
Harvard in September, gave
Sabatini some problems early
in their first-ever meeting
Then Sabatini won eight
consecutive games.

"She surprised me a little
bit." Sabatini said. "If | left the
ball short, she started
to the net and hitting the ba
hard. | knew | had to hit the
ball deep.”

Sabatini has won her last
iwo meetings with Gral,
including a third-round match
at Tokyo decided by a final-set
tebreaker. They could square
oll again in Sunday's finals.

Y'slav soccer
authorities end

row over venue

BELGRADE. Mar 6: Yugoslav
soccer authorities ended an in-

ternal row by announcing on
Tuesday that their European
champio qualifier againsl
Northern Ire on March 27
would be in Belgrade rather
than Skopje, reports Reuter.

The venue of the group four
match had been in doubt be-
cause national team coach Iviea
Osim said in January the mu-
nicipal stadium pitch in
Skopje was too uneven and

Soccer officials in Sko
repeatedly tried to persuade
the Yugoslav Seccer Federation
(YSF) to improve the pitch, but
to no avail

YSF chiel Marko llesic said:
“the pitch is not good enough.
the match s important for us
and will be played in Belgrade.”

Yugoslavia lead the group
after winning all three
matches to date,

British riders
make history

LONDON, Mar 6: British
riders Pauline strong and

cling his Tuesday when
they became the first women
to sign for a major professional

three times in the women'
Tour De France and last year
broke the land's end to John O



