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uman E is the

study of the strucinre

and development of
human communitics and soc
icties in terms of ithe

processes by which human
mhl—p-:efuly adapt o
environmenis, taking ac-
count of the technological sys
tems and patterns of soctal or-
gantsation through which this
adaption is aflected
This means., Hyman Ecology
embodies the processes of
adaption of human population
through various mecans with
the Enwironment. both inter-
nal and external n all s
aspecis in an integrated bal
ance. That is o say. imbalance
in E occurs when this
adaption with envi-
ronment is disturbed jeopar-
dising peace.
Peace is npl the deadly
calm and quietitude of the

graveyard. It is dynamic and
progressive and must assure
human happincss for all. Fac
tors of human arce to be
weighed against the factors of
human environment. both in
ternal and external in all their

A mynad circum-
slances, as as, physical,
mental and psychological fac-
tors which surround the body
and psyche of man are to-
gether considered as the Total
Human Environment. The
ends and prespects of human
happincss are dependemt on

trangquillity. meaning peace..

the total environment requir-
ing to cxist as an integrated
and balanced entity. Enwiron-
ment s life ttsell and pclcee

Environment
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Ecologwcal Imbalance : Threat to Peace

Salehuddin Kaiser
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mus! safeguard the well being
and the very existence of lhln
like.

Interterritorially speakjng,
threat of war among nations is

threat o peace. Dut #t is =
waihie 1o be any war and the
ws of prace in a workd with
totally integrated and balanced
ccology. Disintegration gives
rise to contradictions. the
armed confrontation of which
lcads 10 war. The only way to
overcome world-wide tension,
unrcst and war-sitnations
would be through management
of the wial enwironment and
the ' concomitant ecological
processes  concelving  the
World Without Borders., as an
integrated system, with the
guidance of an Environmenital
Integration Index, to  be
worked out scientifically. lead-
ing to continued stability and
peace in human sociclics ev
erywhere,
There has been a theory ol
M A D, meaning Mutually As-
sured Destruction. The pro-
fessed assurance for destrucc-
tion denics the common peo-
ple their basic needs. in the
coniradictory world with ab-

jeet poverty in affluent plenty.

This is donc to deliberately
prolong international tension,
canscd by the econtihnous
arscnal-building with everyday
piling-up of hugely expensive
ever-modernising most lethal
weapons, producced through

There must be a

competitive deployments of
the rare scientific resources
and lalents. commissioned al
public expense. Workd's biggest
investment made is In arms
production for killing of man
by man, in contradistinetion
with the biggest investment
necded by the workd's majority
being in food for the mere sur-
vival of the human body. For
sceeuring peace, (otal disarma-
ment being the first pre-reogusd
site. peace Joving owners
the planct. as its righthil logs-
lators, must unite against all
attempts for subversion of
peace. In this respect. there
must be a vigorons., compre-
hensive and contimmons univer-
sal mass movement for peace-
ful process of human adjusi-
memt with the human envi-
ronment h:nding to ceological
balanec.

The regquirement for this
universal mass movement s
universal mass cducation for
human ccology 1o achieve the
negatiop of war. Alier the Sec-
ond World War Emery Reves in
his monumcnial best-seller
"Anatomv Of Peace” established
that two per cenl of the moncey

and of the atomic
bomb would be sufficient 10
carry oul an cducational

first pointed out that the carth
was nol the centre of the uni-

It hias been rightly sald by
Professor Arnold

i

beecome mankind's
gion. Its god demands human
sacrifice.

To repeat the stalement of
Emery Reves., the people of
the workl must understand the

Jute Gets a New Lease of Life |f

Jute, which grows mainly in India, Bangladesh, China and Thailand, has just received a
boost with publication of a report labelling it environmentally friendly. Natural fibres, it
says, are much to be preferred to synthetics, which can be toxic and sometimes carcino-
genic. The news comes on the heels of a bumper production year in India and will be wel-
come in Bangladesh, which is the world's largest exporter. —By Francis Mwanza

S world concern owver

ecology rises and lends

to rencwed interest in
natural fibres. a Food and
Agricultural Organgzation (FAO)
intergovernmental gronp says
jute is an “environmentally -
fricndly” ecommodity that could
enjoy more “favourable markct
conditions in the luture.”

The group. which recently
met at the FAO licadquariers
in Rome. acknowledged the
need for further analysis on
the cnvironmental implica-
tions of jute and kenal usage
as compared to syntheties.

As parl of a jute promo-
tional . an exhibition
of articles made from jute from
countries such as India and
Bangladesh has been running
at the FAO headguaricrs.

World production of jule,
kenal and allied fibres. says the
FAO, is expected 1o reach

about 3.6 million tons in 1990
91.. against aboul 3.2 million
tons in the previous three sca-
SONS.

The increase is being al
tributed to remuncrative
prices. [avourable weather and
sced availability.

The sharp risc in produc
tion ts the result of a bumper
crop over 1.6 million tons in
India—the world's largest pro-
ducer of jute. and increases in
China and Thailand of 11 per
cent and 13 per cemt, respee:
tively.

According 1o Lthe UN
ncy. world exports of jule
arc up. with shipments from
Bangladesh. the world's largest
cxporter, increasing by over
27 yper cont in 1989-90.

Major buycrs of Bangladesh
jute are Pakistan, India. Egypt,
China and some Europcean
Community (FC) couniries.

Jule exporis are now reeover-
ing. says the Group. aflier
falling over the last two sea-
SONS.,

World exporis of products
made from jute and allied fi-
bres declined from 1. 149.000
tons in 1986-87 10 986 000
s in 19RK-H9.

Jute cxports to the United
States have fallen [(rom
123,931 tons in 1984 10 just

BB, 767 melric tons in 1989,

US jute imporis [rom
Bangladesh alone by the US in
the same period fell from
95.802 v 47.345 1ons.

EC imporls between 1984
and 1988 saw only a slight in-
crease from 233,000 wons to
236.000 tons. In 1989-90, cx-
ports from Bangladesh rosc by
seven per cent and those from
Tlia l;:\f three per cent.,

last year the government of
India launched the Interpal

BRITISH TEAM TREATS BIRDS
CAUGHT IN GULF OIL SPILL

——— e —

A three-man team from Britain's RoyalSocletyfnrﬂreMventionofClMymAm
mals set up three rescue and training centres to clean birds threatened As Gemini

News Service reports, such rare

species as the socotra cormorant were among

more than 400 birds treated as centres in Jubail, Saudi Arabia and in Bahrain and

Qatar. By Allan Thompson
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Detergent :
and hot water used

HILE the bombardment
w of Iraq and the ground
war in Kuwail captured

the headlines. DBritish
specialists waged a batile
behind the scencs o save
hundreds of birds they had

to pluck from certain

death in the biggest ofl slick in

history.

A three-man team from Bri-
tain's Royal Socicty for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals (RSPCA) sct up base in
Jubail, Saudi Arabia. in early
February at the request of the
Saudi government. .

Their mission was o begin
efforts to clean up bhirds
soaked in oil and 1o train local
volunteers in their world-fa
mous methods of de-oiling
birds.

licfore returning to DBritain

in three bird de-oiling centres |

-----------
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for & rest they had st up bird
cleaning centres  in Saudi and
neighbouring Bahrain and
Qatar. They were fighting the
wuorld's ever oil slick, al one

point 30 miles long and eight
miles wide.

Among the team’'s 400 pa
Lients were rare sodotra cor
moranis and greater cor
moranis. black-necked and
grcat cresticd grebes and
countless other birds caught
up in the oozing mess  still
Muating down the Gulf,

I'he rescue team reported
horrific scenes of beaches car-
peted with dead birds along
the Saudi shore near the bor-
der with Kuwait,

Team member Jack West-

lake said: * Dead or dying
scabirds were secattered every

few paces and in some places
the oil was several feet thick
The 4ca was black as far as the
cye could see and there was a
terrible stench of erade ofl.”

The .mission included
Westlake, an Arabic speaker
with wide experience as an
administrator in the Middle
East, Tim Thomas, a wild life
officer and expert on cleaning

mcthods and lan Robinson, a -

velerinary surgeon. All were
vohintecrs.

By mid-February the Jubail
unit had handled more than
400 birds with a success rate
ol about 60 per cent.

Twenty-seven socolra cor-
morants, a bird on the endan-
gered specics list. were
brought in and so far, 26 have
survived. The unit also dcalt
with 40 sea turtles found north

i kept in
trolled holding rooms. fed and

vl External Market Assis- .

ranee (IMA and EMA) Schemes
to boost production and mar-
keting of diverstfied jute prod.
uels in the domestic as well as
export markets. |

The IMA scheme provides

market assistance atl the rate
of 12.10 and 8
tially
yours, 1988-89, (o 1992-03 un
the saje of specificd jute deco-
rative fabrics, carpets. blan-
kets, felts, yarns and handi-
crafis. -
The EMA scheme envisages
market assistance at a uniform
rale of 10 per ecnl on exporl
of the same products specified
by the IMA scheme for a pe-
riod ol three years
1991-92.

The main competition to
jute comes from synthetic
materials like plastics which
arc. by and large. cheaper.
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The RSPCA first gol in-
volved in efforts to clean ani-
mals from oil spill zones afier
the Torrey Canyon disaster in
Britain in 1967. After that in-
cident. which saw an oil
tanker run aground ncar
Land's End in Comwall. spew-

ing out thousands of tons of 61l -

. the RSPCA was at the fore-
front of rescarch into meth-
ods of ireating oil spill victims.

In the Gulfl, ofled birds arc
lemperature-con-

given medication while they
arc being asscssed for their
ability 1o withstand the clean-
in¢. Care has to be taken be-
vise of the problems of dis-

cvase , hypothermia and starva-

tion , all associated with mling.

Drdinary detergent in hol
water is used first to remove

“Ii oil then hot water under |

pressure does the rinsing. The

birds stay on for scveral more
days to make sure thefr natural

waterproofing capabilitics are
i order and that they. are
healthy enough for release,
Paddling pools act as rchabili-

tation centres for the m‘mr*'

crod birds.
“I's a marvelous and very
moving cxpcricnee o sec a

dejeeted oil-blackened bundle

of feathers slowly restored to
its natural phinge .” said Wmul-
lake.

Al the Jubail the tcam worked
in a former cookhouse ncar
the beach. While Thomas 100k
over the training of local volun-
teers Robinson. the ticam's vet,
clcaned birds alrecady in the
unit.,

Said Thomas: _
working flal out, but you forget
the exhaustion when yon sce a
rarc bird,
tinction. like some ol the va-
sualties we have reecived |
hanging on to lifc as a result of
our ¢ =

l.ike ncarly everyone ncar
the combal zone. the team ex-
perienced air raid alerts. a
reminder of the difficnlties
that eome with the job. On
their last night in Jubail before
heading for Bahrain . a Scud
missile landed just thmq kilo-
meters south of the team's
hotel, the huge explosion
rocking the building.

per cent, ini-
for a block el threc.

up to

Tennyson's
break. break on thy cold grey
_at:m has deterforated into
- | whal anti-pellution protesters

"Wr: are |

on the brink of ex-

~ forees driving them toward 1he

oy, Srmmegrong) g

o do with Ut
ﬂhﬂ ideas of Communism
ot Capttalism, with Individual-
ism and Collectivism. It is the
inevitable confliet between
non -integrated sovereigntics
in contact. We would pul a
Commmunist in the Whiie House
or cstablish the purest Jeffer-

sonian democracy in Russian
and the stiuation would be (he
same. Unless an over-all world
government organisation can
be established in time. with
the eonviction of one-world

cevlogy. by persuasion and
- eonsen!. no diplomatic magic
will prevent the explosion.

lsn't the embattered world wl.
ready learning 1t in the hard-
wav al the evanescing twenti
eth century?

Maodoern day population ex-
plosion, specially in the lesser
technological sectetios of the
workl. definiicly necding to be
comtrolled. s universally made
responsible 1o have posed a
threat ercating ccological im-
balance. The eminent re-
scarchers Ehrlich and Ehrlich
have stited thin no geologiend

d‘ Mﬁuﬂ

The process
of trees. Photo shows fuel

Synthetics, however, lhune
one disadvantage—they are
hardly degradable. With in
creasing concern over the en-
vironment. and as plasties,
especially, coming under fire
from environmentalists,
"cheapness™ may not be the
kev quality. bul rather

o geographers, the
North Sea is just an
arm of the Atlantie. and

a relatively small one at that —

960km long and 640km wide.

| They note in gazctitecrs that 1

has “good lisheries.”

For how much longer?
Avoided by swimmers al many
coastal resorts, and infested

with erabs that have turmed an
‘unnatural shade of black, the

North Sea has become the

“Cesspit of Europe.” One in-

formal estimate suggests that
cnough waste is pumped into
its waters cach year to cover
an area of nine square miles 1o
a height of 18 storcys.

The pollntants, chiefly a foul
“cocktafl” of raw human
sewage, dangerous chemical
effMlucnis, radivactive waste,

.detergents. oil spillage, coal

spoil and ash from power sta-

| tions. do not behave in such
- neally

-contained ways.
Nor do they all "break
down” and disperse. as once

~was fondly supposcd. Many

remain in suspension. They

clog the little occan sharéd by

cight countries 1o an extent
which, some scientists belicve,

" has alrcady cxcecded its natu-

ral ra-pmlly for absorpion.
Symploms that the sca im-

mortaliscd in Alfred

poem  “DBreak.

call “a sca of trombles® inchude:
* Beaches closed due to vi-

ral an-d bacterial contamination
» Exeeptional algae ‘blooms’
which are killing fish, cspe-
cially in the shallow, poorly-
circulating easlern walers.

‘mecanwhile causing damage
reckoned in mithons of pounds
1o Seotland's Rsh farms

* A viral- epidemic whie b
led o the deaths of over
17.000 common scals

e Scabird colonies ailing 10
breed

o Over-cnrichment ol sca

{ nuirients. leading to oxygen -

dehcieneies

e Official warnings that
eeriain shellfish ¢ould prove
fatal if eaten.The underlyme
fear 1s that it wil be only a
maiter of time before contam-
inatton enters the human food
chain in a big way,

In January. Britain brought
into force the initial provisions
of an Environmental Protce-
tion Act designed lo “prevent

event in a billon years—
the emcrgence of mighy
mountain ranges. nor the
emoergenee of entire sabeonti
nenis, nor the oceurrence ol
prrindic glactal ages--has
c.’u'd a threat o teree sirial

comparable to that «f hu
man over-poprlation.

The so-called populition-
pressurce is o be judged from
the historical perspective. The
higher technologival socictes
started with an initinl awdhvan
lage. Before indusirialisanon
their population was reason
ably low. Whalcver spectacukar
their industrial productivity
might have been. they would
have been doomed o ruination
had they not found outleis
through immigration 1o the
New World, Australia. New
Zealand and South Alfrca. This
large-secale rivigration hap
pened through sheer pre-emp-
tion. Since the beginning of
the nincteenth century these
territories dbsorbed sixty mil-
on Eurepcans. Euwropean pop-
vlation exclhading the USSR in-
creased by about 300 million
dowring the yecars 1650 |950.
Bwt ey during the last

-

devade of the twenticth con-
tory many wmere thoan 400 mil
hon Enropeans ive ontside B
rope. One can tagine where
would hawve heen the trave of

Whercas. the lower lechum
lIogieal socteties are onkwrin
nately debarred feom this wd
visrltage haning no ontler of any
can aspire for weule jom
migration and ecolont<alion
only with the perihs of de-

structive wars. There ane am

ple open spares avallable for
human settlement in manly
conedries with  low popukstion
donsities around the workd,

it the originel sctilers and
ncenpiers there, who were

ouwisidlers before, are prrsning

« virtnally all kinds of resiric-

vons and policies against the
fl't'lh& ending cotrasns. In
this eontext, the most pertd

nent guiestion to ask weonld be
is there any room for nmch
honesty in wticring most often
the cliches  like "One Weorkd™
“Untversal Brotherbood ™ ote 2

I we sincerely befieve in
the real sublimfty of “Own
Workd™ and “Universal 1esth
crhood™. then ‘even i eveny
bixdy and every nation may be
under the respreine  lerrito
rfal ~woereigoty i h o 1hem

wntities of =
e poented poitns & gamns
shotild be 0 Plato s Phibrs
pher—King. whe only can ol
superbly and ~ ol
with lgnoramee  Podantie ism.
Dregmattsm and Demssgomnis

bart with his nodeper pragmet e
nrlersizanedding of the Pries

Common Sysien. as |
widerlying comuwctor of all 1he
given variables, othe rwisc
teneling 1o create | Nreetomnbess
Confustion in a Sysiembens
Em ironwment ol mttevly Fon
lngt ol Imbabkuer posing con
whanest thevat o e,

A fornur diplomed, the ow

thor is a UN cxpust o rwsevl
boeerr pelessrener exowd e ey

=]

e

ves on 'u'nah;tad n t.hr nnrtht-rn region of the country despite government restrictionson felling
piled up at Chapai Nawabganj before heing transported to different briek kilns areund the area.

“environmental -friendliness™,
Jute fs eonsidered 1o be bio
degradable and pollntion-free.
Becanse the FAO is putting
major emphasis on sustainable
agriculture, the intergovern:
mental group has asked the
organisation 1o undertake an
environmenial impael asscss-

—Pheto : Mohsin .

ment of jule o analvse the
coonomie amed soctal rosts of
cmirommee il degeswbation,
Daamigie 1o The emvironment
from natural fbres says a FAO
report, was “relatively mied”
as The substames imvolved arc
bio degradable, while those re
lcased during the lik -cycle of

synthetie materials are “toxie
i sometimes. carcinogenice,”

Novtural fibres hane otheer
cnvironmental  advantages.

Their waste can be turrwd into
fertilisers, and the fute sticks
can be uscd as firewood

IS IT TOO LATE TO SAVE
THE NORTH SEA?

Environmental protection groups campaigning to save the North
ﬂ-ur'Ul?umﬁonhmddmhdnppnﬂuthnhhr

- disaster strikes. " Yet only now, more

more than 20 years after

‘scientists started war~ing of the dangers, are firm steps towards
a clean-up being taken by the countries concerned. Gemini News
Service tackles the question: Are they doing enough?

hy Nicholas Cole

and minimise” the discharge of
danecrous substances from
5.000 indusirial plants.

The legislation applics at
first to new processes only.
Existing ones will nol come
fnto scope until January 1994,
Thetr operalors are being al-
lowed time 1o make the in
vestment necded for compli-
“anee with the kilest eontrols

Britain has been called " The
Dirty Okl Man of Europe” a la-
bel stemming from the aceusa-
tion that it 18 Europe’'s worsl
Fllluirr Governmenl soureces

tly deny this. They insist
tha! just onc per cent of North
Sca rontamination comes from
sowaige dumped by Britain and
that 65 per cent of pollution is
causced by sewage-dumping in
the rivers of mainland Enrope,

The Rhine and Mceuse share
the blame. followed closcly by
the Scheldt—into which tndus-
irial wastie from 1,500 Belgian
firms alonc allegedly pours
cach day—and the rivers Elbe
and Weser. Some are in place
said ta be " bwlogically dead.”

The polities of polhition arc
less fractions than all this sug-
gesis. Marine ministers hine

avrced in principle for years
thoat a elean-up s vital, Their
problem has been dectding on
the best approaches and how
to implement them.

Al the third Intermational
Conferenee on the Protection
ol the North Sca held in the
Hagne last  March. they
assented 1o a package of mea-
stires that chieflly inelhaded:

s Minimising or phasing
oul sca disposal of wasles
conlaining dangerous substa-
nees such as lead. merewry and
cadminm.

e Compiling a list of dan-
EeTOLS St nees whose ot
pul showld be halved by 1995,

e Selting environmental
quality standards 1o ensure
pollution  is kept  below
“"harmful levels®.

e Preventing  agricultural
plmlil‘ldl;'h from reaching thwe
North Sca. Ministers also on-
dorsed the need lor an inie
graled an precantionary ap
proarh and stepping up in-
spections to cnsure compli-
ance with pollwtion and salcty
needs. _

Yet converting the North
Sca from shuwlgy brown bivk to

coologically sownd green will
notl happen overnight. or even
mn the mext 12 months.

Commoents Panl Horsman.
hewed of the toxees department
al Greenpeace: “Toxhe metals
stich as mercury and lead are
still being put there, albeit at
lower levels. They are going o -
provide problems for  food
thains, and for animals, for
vears o pome.”

He says Groe » woukd
like not just npdating of okl
deadlines bul a poliey Fromw-
wourk phis wesmmitment o
“feoreed targets” for prompt
reduction of poisonous wasie
dumping o e,

s going w0 have o hap
pen.” he goes on. adding that
issues such as mtrient en-
richment are now “on the In-
termational political H#rll.ln for
the fniwre.”

Only this year is o “haseline
asscssment” of atmospherie
pollutants being mede, in oo-
operation with the Uniicd
Nations. Not until 1993 will »
“status report” on guality stan-
durdn be ready. Ending sea

wmal of wntrcated sewigge
and slndgye hl_‘rlﬂl b take
until 998,
And  while  Beftnin  and
Frinee Iﬂ'l'.' ﬂm
the nse of ships’ anti-
paint  eontaining TRT--
iributyltin, one of the mos
poisonons known chemieals—
o vessels over 75 I long,
o ber Fovro commmmpddily msle sas

:‘n et ddue 1o Fllow sovls vl
e,

Findine alternalives to
seowiige chinmping will, it i» es-
tdted, twvolve a capital outly
of 7 billon i Drttain abome




