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A Role for AL

A political party whose performance at a na-
tional election falls short of its own expectation is
certain to face an assessment of the factors which
might have contributed to the poll results. Such
an assessment can be heated and subjective.
However, given the right atmosphere inside the
party, it can be also objective and nate,
one that provides some useful lessons for the or-

's future ’

It seems that the Awami League (AL) which is
trailing behind the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) in the seats captured at the last month's
parliamentary election is caught in a dilemma as
to how it should face up to the new realities.

To independent observers, the AL's perfor-
mance at the polls has been perfectly respectable.
After all, it has emerged as a solid opposition
party, under a strong leadership, with its grass-
root support spread from one corner of the
country to another. Unfortunately, all this appears
to be of little consolation atleast to a section of
the AL's leadership, perhaps even to its rank and
file, which had been led to believe that the organ-
isation might win a landslide victory at the polls.
Herein lies part of the trouble for AL.

Significantly enough, for atleast 48 hours after
the announcement of the unofficial results, it
seemed that an important section of the AL's
leadership was ready to treat the party's perfor-
mance at the polls graciously, willing to learn
from its mistakes and setting the stage for a cool
dispassionate study of the situation.

Then. the mood changed. Or it seemed that a
somewhat negative approach to the situation that
had been lying underneath the surface suddenly
gained upperhand.

At a crucial meeting held on Monday with the
Acting President Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed, a
high-level AL delegation has threatened to launch
a mass movement to oppose the formation of a
BNP government at this stage, since, as the dele-
gation put it, it has not yet got absolute majority
in the parliament whose formation too has not yet
been completed. Indeed, a case of sorts has been
made—a case which has been rejected by the
Acting President—challenging the decision of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed to let the BNP form
the government, under himsell as the caretaker
president, strictly in accordance with the pre-
sent constitution.

Meanwhile, the firmness shown by the Acting
President in dealing with the AL's opposition has
won much-needed support from members
elected from the smaller parties which have
urged upon Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed not to
delay the process of transition to a democratic
system of government.

It is not necessary for this paper or for the
media as a whole to find new reasons in support
of the position taken by the Acting President. But
it is important to urge upon AL, especially its
leader, Sheikh Hasina, that it will be doing the
country a grave disservice if it adheres to its pre-
sent negative approach. The party gains little by
delaying the formation of the BNP Cabinet, but it
loses a great deal in terms of its credibility as a
responsible opposition in the parliament, the
kind of opposition that, right from the start,
should be regarded as an altermative government.
There are many pressing social and economic is-
sues, ranging from the rehabilitation of our work-
ers in Kuwait and the Gulf to preparation of the
country's position for the Aid to Bangladesh Club
meeting. It is important that a properly consti-
tuted responsible government takes office with-
out further loss of time to tackle these issues. Any
delay in the formation of such a government—
whoever may be responsible for such a delay—will
be, to put it mildly, most unfortunate.

L] L
Sino-VN Ties

While China has made steady moves towards
strengthening its relations with most of its
neighbours, it continues to be somewhat cool in
responding to overtures from'its old friend-
turned-adversary, Vietnam. A high level party

n from Hanoi visited Beijing in Decem-
ber—this was said to be a secret mission—and
then another one, ostensibly to study China's
economic reforms, spent some time in Beijing
again last month. Meanwhile, Vietnam has made a

for the resumption of rail, road and air
links between the two neighbours.

It is said that Beijing's response to all these
moves from Hanoi has been somewhat indifferent.
However, this interpretation may not be entirely
correct, Beijing may still see the Cambodia ques-
tion as a bottleneck and that China and Vietnam
can normalise their bilateral relation, strained
since the border war in February 1979, only after
a l::hutral regime has been established in Phnom
Penh. . '

Among all the socialist countries, North Korea,
Albania and Vietnam are the only three which are
yet to join the mainstream of economic and social
reforms. Compared to Vietnam, even Laos. and
Mongolia have moved forward. However, for Viet-
nam, much depends on its relations with China.
This political irritant should be removed if Hanoi
is to set up strong economic ties not only with
Beijing but also with ASEAN countries. No South-
east Asian nation would feel perfectly comfortable
if it sees the danger of being caught in a political
crossfire between Hanoi and Beijing.

We are hting for ourselves. Maybe here
the fate of the world will be decided.

— Vytautas Landsbergis
President of Lithuania at

Parliament in Vilnius.

The Hard Road Back to Recovery

Gamini Navaratne writes from Colombo

For years now the island of 1!;1” Lanka has been torn
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Countries which gained
years later, like Singapore and

forged ahead economically. Sri Lanka has gone
backwards.

Politicians of every hue and their divisive
policies are to blame. Sri Lanka has nearly 25
recognised political parties for a population of
17 milllon. Most countries which have
progressed have only two, three or four.

In a sense this situation is inevitable in a
country that is multi-ethnic (Sinhalese 74 per
cent). Tamils (indigenous) 13 per cent. Tamils
{of comparatively recent Indian origin) five per
cent, Moors t per cent, and multi-religious
(Buddhists, Hindus, Christian and Muslim
whose prntgorﬁnrn approximate to the racial
divide, with the Christians coming from both
Sinhalese and Tamil communities). numbering
about eight per cent

Many attempts at national integration have
failed. At the root of it all is the fact that there
has been no equitable sharing of state power
and all that flows from it especially the fair
sharing of the national cake.

The Sinhalese, who have lorded over the

national scene since independence. tend to
look at themselves as a super-race brought into

beiﬂ especially to preserve their religion.

Critics have called it the Mahawamsa
tradition, based on the great historical
chronicle by that name.

This work actually states that the arrival of
north Indian Prince Vijjaya and his

the

followers in the island in BC543 and the
founding of the Sinhalese race coincided with
ttr: death of the Buddha at Kusinara tn north
India.

Since independence the other communites,

‘especially the Tamils, have been treated as

second class citizens-particularly with the
declaration of Sinhalese as the sole official
language replacing English in 1956,

Their resentment several times led to riots.
The worst was in 1983 when those amid
the Sinhalese in the South were killed by the
thousand and their property destroyed. This
led to Tamil militant youth groups led by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
intensifying their fight for a separate
homeland in the predominantly Tamil north-
ecast.

Casualties on both sides were heavy until
India intervened in 1987 and pushed through
a settlement offering the Tamils regional
autonomy in the north-east in eu of a separate
state.

The accord signed by then President
Junius Jayewardene and Indian ex-prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi was unacceptable to the
LTTE, which took on the 50,000-strong Indian
Peace Keeping Force sent to implement the

communal strife. Time and

by inter-
s af national integration
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with Sinhalese nationalists in the south. Ambitious
schemes, have now been launched to eliminate poverty, but the

economy is in ruins and the struggle to recovery is going to be a long
one.
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accord by disarming the militants and helping
selt up a governing council for the Tamil

Opposition to the accord was nearly total
among the Sinhalese. The Muslims, who
inhabit the east, feared that they would be
reduced to a minority within another (Tamil)
minority. Premadasa. then prime minister, also
had reservations.

The ultra-left and nationalist JVP-Janatha

Vimukthi Peramuna. (People's Liberation
Front)-whipped up Sinhalese-Buddhist
sentiment against the accord and the presence

of alien troops on Sri Lankan soil.

It killed off 2,500 supporters of the ruling

United National Party for backing the accord.

All killed were Sinhalese-living in the South.

The JVP. led by Moscow-trained Rohana
Wijeweera, paralysed the economy by calling
for repeated work stoppages. Premadasa
appealed to it to call off the campaign of
violence and join the mainstream of polities.
There was no response. Finally the Army
smashed the JVP by killing off Wijeweera and
its top leadership in November 1989. The
socio-economic causes that brought the
movement into being persist.

The Indian troops suffered heavy casualties
at the hands of the LTTE and left in March
1989 with their mission dnfulfilled. Fighting

between the LTTE headed by its mo
Prabhakaran Velupillai government forces
resumed until Premadasa became president in
| 9881

He offered direct dialogue with the LTTE
and talks were held for 18 months until they
down last Jume 11. The LTTE again went on
the offensive. .
battered by bombers supplied by
China, Pakistan. italy and France. the LTTE an-
nounced a three-day ceasefire on January |
The government reciprocated with a cessation
of hostilities for seven days.

The ceasefire did not hold t1 s on
with terrible consequences on Fn?ﬁ;‘ll?:l the
last six months the security forces have lost
2.000 killed and many injured. mainly through
landmines. ;

The worst casualties are among the Tamil
civilans caught in the crossfire between the
LTTE and the security forces and
indiseriminate

Nearly 100,000 people have been
10 the status of refugees. mostly Tamils. About
200.000 have taken refuge in the South Indian
state of Tamil Nadu. Muslims and Sinhalese
from the Eastern Province have been evicled
by the LTTE in efforts to establish their
supremacy in the north-east.

Their rehabilitation poses a big problem to
the government, but work cannot start until

The biggest casualty in all this is the
national econo and national unity.
Premadasa has called for an all party-con-
ference. The main opposition party, ex-prime
minister Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike's Sr1 Lanka
Freedom Party and the LTTE refuse to co-

operate.

Bandaranaike alleges that the 1988
presidential elections won by Pre asa and
the subsequent elections to parl nt were

not free or fair.

A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court,
headed by Chief Justice Parinda Ranasinghe, is
inquiring into her petition asking for the presi-
dential election to be declared null and void.
The political consequences of the verdict are
unpredictable.

The Gull crisis has made matters worse for
Sri Lanka. Nearly 500,000 nationals have been
working in Middle East countries. about one-
fith of them in Iraq and Kuwalt. Their
remittances, totalling nearly Rs5 bilion a year,
were a great source of strength to the economy
and eased the acute unemployment problem at
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programmes. One involves bullding modern
villages in backward areas. About 2.000 have
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budget. T strength is »
125.000. and the police up to 25,000 d
To ensure that foreign aid flows do
up. the government has allowed the
anti-lraqi allance refuelling factlities for its
ships and planes. This has compromised its
nonaligned foreign policy and is lkely to sour
relations with the Arab countries backing lraq.
One hopeful sign is that with suppression
of the insurgency in the South, tourists are
back in increasing numbers. Last year nearly
200.000 came hall the peak re in 1982,
which was 407,230. If peace be restored
in the north-east, ourism could eclipse tea as
Sri Lanka’s top foreign exchange spinner.
Some politicians suggest a national
government. Bandaranaike says she will settle
for nothing less than fresh elections to both
presidency and parllament. — GEMINI NEWS

|[Exchange Rate: 81 = Rs40.1)

GAMINI NAVARATNE is a Sri Lankan
journalist who runs his own agency I(n
Colombo, Sandesa Press Agency. For several
years he edited the Independent Saturday
Review in Jaffna and now publishes (t in

Colombo.

Child Labour Increasing Despite Concern

by Abdur Rahman Khan

N almost every town of

Bangladesh. not to speak

of the metropolis Dhaka.
hundreds of children are
working to support themselves
or to help support their
families. And that in a very
impoverished working
condition. This is. however,
befitting of a Third World LDC
where population is No. 1
problem and it is not easy to
stop child labour by enforcing
law only. Inability to cope with
rising daily expenditure forces
the needy parents to send
their underaged offspring to
take up job and earn a living.

According to the country's
factory law. none under 16
years of age can be employed
in a mill or factory. But in facL

so many of them are pulling .

rickshaws on the streets.
working as helpers in welding
or automobile workshops. car-
rying loads at market places or
railway and steamer stations,
moving dishes from table to
table as waiters at hotels and
restaurants, crushing stones
and breaking bricks at con-
struction sites. These child
labourers mostly come [rom
the shums in urban areas. A siz-
able portion of them also come
from such [amilies as may be
called the ‘floating population’

living in abject poverty,
Over the past and also

through recent years the num-
ber ol child labourers has in-

creased manifold due 1o the
twin problem of actutc cco-
nomios hardship and just ill-
balanded population growth. In
the face of lesser and dimin-
ishing employment opportuni-
ties in the countryside the ru-
ral-urban influx continues to
supplement the trauma each
year,

A number of ehildren work-
ing in the capital city have
becen interrogated and many of
them opined at one point that
they have a large number ol
family members and that the
father has no cultivable land on
which he can depend to bear
the expenses of a big family. It
becomes increasingly difficult
on the part of a landless
farmer to feed the hungry
mouths by low income em-
ployment on somcbody else’s
field. not to speak ol no cm-
ployment at times. A dreadful
poverty has forced these minor
boys to find jobs. whatever the
consequence or effect.

Case stories

Jashim is one such desper-
ate child labourer. He is about
14 years old and pulls rick-
shaw on the streets of the cap-
ital. He came from Jamalpur
where his father is a landless
farmer and has four sons and
three daughters to [eed.
Jashim said "my father's in-
come is so poor that he cannot

g::.has;: food for all the mem-
s of our family. That is why.

he has. sent me. to Dhaka 40
carn a living for mysell and
also to help our family.”

Jashim can earn on average
taka sixty a day by pulling rick-
shaw — a very very hard labour
for a minor boy, Out of this, he
pays taka twenty every day to
the rickshaw-owner as ‘Jama’.
Then he spends taka twenty-
five daily for himscll. The rest
amount he lays by and at the
end of #very month., sends
home. At night he sleeps in
the garage of the rickshaw-
owner al Maghbazar.

Najma is an orphan girl.
about 11 years old. She works
in a garments factory. She had
no means to survive and ran
from Mymensingh to Dhaka in
scarch of one. Now every day
she goes to the lactory at 8 am
and returns to the hired im-
provised dormitory quarters
locally called ‘mess’ at Shamoli
in the evening. She earns a
meagre 300-taka per month to
depend for her bare daily ex-
penscs which simply outstrips
its capacity. She is simply
struggling for survival.

Owner of a tea-stall on road
side pavement Malek says he
ran away from home o work as
a restaurant waiter when he
was 13 years,old. Now he is
about 36 bul carmms only 50—60
taka daily from his make-shift
tea stall.

Mostala. a boy -.i' ﬂem
working hard in an automobfle
workshop dreams of opening a

workshop himself in future.

Exceptions

There are, of course, some
exceptions and Alamgir, a 12-
ycar-old boy. is a case in point
He carries tiffin-carriers for
the office-gners and earns 20
taka per day. His father is a
vegetable vendor and mother
teaches Arabic to girls in the
slums. Alamgir remains busy
from 1] a.m. to evening. Bult
alter evening he attends the
free night school run by some
voluntary organisations al
Maghbazar. {le reads in class—I
and desires to continuc his
study for some years to be-
come at least a peon in a posh
office.

Dulal. 13 years old. works
in the canteen of a Dhaka
University students hall. He
goes to a school run by Under
Privileged Children's
Educational Programs (UCEP)
with a longing for a better job
in future,

But notably, only a few child
workers get or can avail of the
opportunity to go to school. As
a result, whatever vocations
they arc in now are likely to
continue as permanent occu-
pations for most of them.

Child labour of quite a dil-
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Of life and longevity

Sir, This refers to the
letter "Death and world
record” published in these
columns. We all would like
to make it to the Guiness
Book of Records, for what-
ever reason might it be. It
could be for making a
record for the longest
hours in running swim-
ming, singing etc. —any-
thing.

Recently, there was a
news item stating that a

man, Libyan by nationality,
made it to the big book, by

being the tallest man.
He died of heart failure

at the age of 48, a relatively

young to die, even by
the s of our country.
His height was 8ft 2

inches, so much above the

average! But sadly, he could

not do so in matter of
longevity. However, in his
not so very long life, he
did manage to achieve
something i.e. entry into
the big book.

He was listed as the
tallest living man before his

death. However, the tallest:

man now alive is Gabriel
Monjane of Mozambique.

Life is indeed full of vari-
ety and things unusual, let
us muster some remarkable
in ours.

Tanveer Ahmed, Banani,
Dhaka

Needed : Patriotism

Sir., During the darkest
period of the Civil War,

Lincoln sent a message to
his people : "you have no
oath registered in Heaven
to destroy this nation while
I have the most solemn one
to preserve, protect and
defend it." God works in
mysterious ways. Lincoln's
prayers were finally ac-
cepted, and peace returned
to the United States of
America which has grown
from strength to strength
ever since.

We in Bangladesh who
have to day voted in the
free-est possible polls,
have now a unique oppor-
tunity to be on our way as a
self-reliant and self-re-
specting nation of the
world. We have already
achieved near self-suffi-
ciency in food grains. We
already have basic infra-
structure in place. We have
primary energy resources.
We have more educated
men today than this coun-
try ever had. All we need is
an item which does not
come with PL-480 or other
types of foreign aid-Patrio-
tism!

The age of great men is
gone. Now we live in the
age of the anonymous pa-
triot. If we in Bangladesh
can have a larger crop of
such patriots we will surely
make much significant

progress quickly.

The Spanish have a say-
ing; God said take what you
like out of this world; just
pay the price for it! This is
a profound truth. When you
will be on your way after
casting away shyness,
timidity and fear your path
will not be roses all the
way. It may be fearfully dif-
ficult but the Living God
will give you courage to
overcome all hurdles. Work
is worship. God answers
everybody’s prayer. A bumn-
ing desire to achieve,
definition. means a h
capacity for tolerating dis-
comfort.

Men without ambition
equate good life with ab-
sence of discomfort. If we

love our country enough we
realise that there are un-

feremt type is also in vogue
with' its roots firmly fixed in
the caste system of the sub-
continent. Niren. a 12-year-okd
boy from . does the job
of a shoe-mender in this city.
His father is hereditarily a
cobbler. He lives with his [a-
ther at Gopibagh. His cousin.
about 14 ycars old. also does
the same job and lives with
them.,

Father of a child labourer
who has seven children and
sends his 14-year-old som o
work. says “if the children do
not work to support the family
how will a poor family sur-
vive?”

Crimes

Now-a-days juvenile crimes
arc often committed n the
city as well as district towns of
Bangladesh. Many are of the
opinion that increase in num-
ber of these crimes has a link
to the increase in ehild labour
force. Working children Mve
detached from their parents.
out of bondage of affection and
some Limes morality. The con-
sequence is that they hight
grow with passion for achiev-
ing a convenience even by
commitiing an act of crime.

Opinion

Mrs. Khaleda Khanam.
headmistress of Shahid Lt

dreamt-of opportunities
for service iIn today's
Bangladesh. Our young
population is eager and
willing to accept new
ideas-which-work. If we
exploit our natural gas,
coal, crop Jand with our
home made [ertilizer and
abundant water and sun-
shine we can bring about an
age of abundance.

Let us now embark on a
new way of life. Let us vow
to make each one of us a

son of . AS
Lincoln said: "] to see a
man of his country

and | like to see him so
live that his country Is

proud of him™
Patriot anonymous.

Intercity bus parking

Sir, Dhaka city has ‘be-
come a virtual jungle of
manoeuvreing trucks,
rickshaws, cars, carls,
tempos and buses. The cfg-

Sclim Stkhalaya as well as a
commitiee member of a free
night schoal at Maghbazar in
the efty siresses that although
there is a law in the country
banning child labour but it is
useless. Because. the poor par-
ents of child workers have no
capacity to support their chil-
dren’s subsistence and educa-
tion, rather they feel that if
their children do not work,
they will have to die by starv-
ing. She says is the
main cause of such a social

problem and it is that
sows the seed of and
nurtures 1ills in . socicly.

Stopping child labour is not

possible unless poverty is ro-
moved. she opines.

Questioned how far is it possi-
ble 10 check this child labour
under the prevailing soecio-
economic conditions in the
country. she replied if

education could really be made
compulsory, there might come
a possibility. because of attend-
ing the schools by the children
:_ll day u:. But that also con-
ronts the possib of im-
mediale income hr“:?-e family.

However she alsa _ that
permanent solution to this
problem ' is intimately linked

with the development of eco-
nomic condition of the

as well as stabilisation -
lation at a level consistent with
nalional economy.

ation of apparen un-
planned road dividers
without thinking about di-
versions and openings at
suitable places is causing
immense suffering. —
wrongful counterflow of
traffic and choke points at
junctions. Many wvehicles
which could be diverted
early are foreced lo
through the choke points
causing extreme traflic
and quite a few acci-
dents. Not only that the
traffic department has al-
lowed the Interdistrict
buses to have sloppages
within the city center lim-
its contrary to the ethics of
three bus terminals which
were created to reduce
traffic flow within the city.
The public urges the au-
thority to look inte the
matter so that inter-city
bus stoppages are with-
drawn from within the city
limits and actions taken
against such law breakers
as for whom more of the

jams occur.
Reaj Ali, Dhaka



