in and day out.

If you miss your copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Circulation Manager im-
mediately on Telk: 246023-4 (PABX),
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NEWS BRIEFS

Major meets
Gorbachev

MOSCOW, Mar 5: British
Prime Minister John Major.
the first Western leader to
meet Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev since the Gulfl
ceasefire, said today he wel-
comed Moscow as an impor-

tant partner in the search for
Middle East peace. reports
Reuter.

Iraq repeals laws

annexing Kuwait

BAGHDAD, Mar 5 : Iraq's
ruling Revolutionary Command
Council today repealed all laws
and measures annexing the
Emirate of Kuwait, the Iragqi
News Agency reported. re-

- ports AFP.

Hammadi in
Tehran

NICOSIA. Mar 5 : Iragi De-
puty Prime Minister Saadoun
Hammadi made a surprise trip
to Tehran Loday with a
message [rom Saddam Hus-
sein. the Iranfan News Agency
IRNA said. reports Reuter.

Night curfew
in Kuwait

~ NICOSIA, Mar 5 : Kuwait's
rulers imposed an indefinite

night curfew today a weck
afier oceupying Iragi troops
fled in the face of an Allied as-
saull, reports Reuler,
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Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man u
| you are likely to kill by

| rash driving may be you!
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Saddam kills Izzat Ibrahim, Taha Yassin Ramadhan ?

Iraqi rebels

NICOSIA. Mar 5: Opponcnls
of Saddam Hussein said Tues-
day they have seized two holy
citics in central lraq as his
loyal Republican Guard and re-
bellious army units reportcdly
faced off with tanks in the
southern city of Basra. reports
agencics.

A representative of Shi'iic
Muslim opposition groups in
Damascus also said he was try-
ing Lo verify reports that Sad-
dam had killed his two top
aides in the ruling Revolution-
ary Command Council. Taha-

seize Najaf,
Karbala

Yassin Ramadhan and [zzal
Ibrahim, both of whom afc
Sunni Muslims like himself,

TEHERAN, Mar 5: Anti-gov-
ernment demonstrators Tucs-
day stormed a prison ncar
Baghdad and reicased a large
number ol political prisoners,
a spokesman for an Iraqi
Shi'itc opposition group said
here. reports AFP.

The opponents, reporting
scparately from exile in Svria
and Iran. said Karbala. 100

kilometers from Baghdad. and
Najal. about 60 kilometers fur-
ther south, fell into the hands
of the opposition late Monday.

Further signs of turmeil in
Iraq were reported by US mili-
tary officials in Riyadh. Saudi
Arabia. They said tanks belong-
ing to remnants of the Repub-
lican Guard are deployed in
some arcas ol Basra, operating
checkpoints, and exchanging
machine gun fire with the
regular army.

Baghllad Radio accused the

See Page 10 Col 3
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US female soldier chnﬂ Rathbun-Nealy, 20, one nf the 10 Allied prisoners of war, smiles

after she was released by the Iraqi authorities Monday in Baghdad.

—AFP photo

We will form govt : Khaleda

KACHUA (Chandpur]. Mar
5: BNP leader Begum Khaleda
Zia said today her party was
going to form the government
as it returned with single
majority in the February 27
parliamentary polls. reports

| UNB

Addressing a big election
rally at Ashrafpur High school
field. about 10 kilometres from
here. she said the people had
voted for her party as they
wanted wellare. progress and
preservation of national tnde-
pendence. She congratulated
people on making BNP victori-
LS.

Earller. on her arrival here,

Kha]eda Zia addres.m ng a puhllc meetmg at I"Lsu:.hl.ual1 Chandpur Tuesday.

Begum Zia was given a rousing
reccption.

Enthusiastic party support-
ers and workers, waiving
colourful banners and posters.
chanted slogans thanking their
leader for BNP's spectacular
clection results.

Repolling will be held in
two centres - Ashrafpur High
School and Aliara primary
school -- of the Chandpur-|
constituency on March 9.
Polling was postponed there
due to disturbances.

According to unofficial re-
sults, Mesbauddin Khan of
Awami League has got 24,330
votes  while BNP nemince

Principal Abul Hasnal has

bagged 23.446.

There are 5,408 voles In
the two centres where re-
polling will be held.

Presided over by Abu Taher,
the meeting was also ad-
dressed, among others, by BNP
nominee Abul Hasnat. Rafiqul
Islam Roni, Safiuddin Ahmed.
Humayun Kabir and Advoeate
Kazi Mozammel fluq.

Begum Zia urged the elec-
torate to vote for the BNP
nominee in the repolling for
the sake of democracy.

Begum Zia said the pcople
had voted a party Lo power

See Page 10 Col )
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New DU
hall after
Dr Milon soon

A new residential hall for
the students ol Dhaka
University would be con-
structed afier the name of Dr.
Shamsul Alam Khan Milon,
who was killed during the re-
cent mass movemenl againsi
aulocracy, reports BSS.

This was conveyed to an 11-
member delegation of All-Party
Students’ Unity (APSU) which
called on the Acting President
al his official residence in
Dhaka last evening.

The APSU dclegation
thanked the Acting President
for holding the parliamentary
elections in a free and fair
manner.

Anandabazar eats
its editorial

By Staff Correspondent

The Editor of Calcutta daily
‘Anandabazar Patrika’ has
regretted the publication of an
editorial comment on March 2
asking the people of
Bangladesh to raise demands
for a merger with India.

According to rcports
received in Dhaka on Tucsday
the Editor of the paper has
also promised to relrain {from
allowing the publcation of
such malicious articles iIn
future.

The March 2 editorial says
that Begum Khaleda Zia and

her Bangladesh Nationalist
Party have won tLhe
parliamentary eclections by
launching a tirade against India
as an election tactic. ‘But the
so-called Bangladeshi
sentiment.” which has
contributed to her success (n
the elections would be of little
help in running the country
because, according to the
paper, it has Htﬂt practical
valug.

Referring to Ban ]ﬂdﬂﬂhl
economit problems

See Page 10 Cul
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Political leaders meet Shahabuddin

Jamaat wants BNP in power :

Conditional support by others

The Acting President.
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
said here Tuesday that the
question of formation of a new
government was already under
his considcration. reports BSS,

He told this o a two-mem-
ber delegation of HNP led by
its Sccretary General Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukder and se-
nior party leader Sailur
Rahman. The BNP leaders met
the Acting President at

1— -

Presidents’ Seerctariat here.
In this context. Justice
Shahabuddin also wid the BNP
delegation that the first ses-
sion of Parllament has been
summoned at ® a.m. on April 5.

The BNP leaders. during
their discussions with the
Acting President, emphasised
the necessity for formation of a
new mment very soon, so
that it could werk for solving
the diffienlt problems aning

the country. including prepa-
ration of the national budge!
conducting negotiations [or

foreign aid and other urgent
matiers.

Another report says: The
Acting Amir ol the Jamaai-¢
Isilami Abbas Al Khan. also
mel the Acting President

Tuesday.
lle was accompanicd by
party leaders Maulana Matiur

See Page 10 Col 7

Menon tells
AL not to raise
controversy

The General Secretary of
the Workers Party of Bang-
ladesh Rashed Khan Menon.
member-elect to the Jatiya
Sangsad (JS), Tuesday expr-
essed the hope that all the
parties would unitedly work in
the sangsad on constilutional
matters including the form of
government to reflect the
verdict of the people. reports
BSS.

The Workers Party lecader
said this Monday at a reception
accorded to him at Dhamura,
Uzirpur in Barisal.

Menon urged all to cooper-
ate with the majority party
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) for realising the pledges
of the three alliances and

See Page 10 Col 8

JP will oppose'
parliamentary
system: Mizan

By Staff Correspondent

Acting President of Jatiya

Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury Tuesday said that
his party would upp-u:: parlia-
mentary form of government.
He said that the Jatiya Party
believed in the presidential
system but would support del-
egation of more power to the
Parliament.

Addressing a post-election
press conference Mizan
Chowdhury and Jatiya Party
Presidium member Sirajul
Hossain Khan said that the in-
terim government would han-

See Page 10 Col 6
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Hasina reverts her
decision to resign

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina has agreed to
withdraw her resignation as
party president of Bangladesh
Awami League.

In a statement on Tuesday,
Awami League GCeneral
Secretary Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury said that Sheikh
Hasina had tendered her
resignation on Sunday but
decided to withdraw it on
being requested to do so by
members of AL exeecutive
committee, district and u la
committees and ront
organisations of the party.

Sajeda Chowdhury also said
that thousands of people from
all walks of life inc) £ poet
Begum Sufia Kamal had urged
Sheikh Hasina to resecind her

deciston. Meanwhile. the
scenario at the Dangabandhu
Bhavan on Tuesday remained
the same as it was on Monday
with hundreds of party
workers and supporters
gathering at the house since
momrning to request Sheikh
Hasina to withdraw her
resignation. Workers [(rom
different units of Chhatra
League and Juba League came
to Bangabandhu Bhavan in
processions and appealed to
their party chiel to carry on
her leadership.

The party workers gathered
there chanted slogans

expressing their confidence in
her leadership

See Page 10 Col 2

Kamal, Zohra angry
ova'mwdylsm

Awami League prtzaldium
member Mrs Zohra Tajuddin's
statement issued on Tuesday
expressing her anger over the
unrily behaviour with Dr
Ka Hussain and herselfl on
Monday at the Awami League
office surfaced growing
discontent within the party.

Dr. Kamal and Mrs
Tajuddin came under fire from
a section ol Awami
workers who hooted and
booed them in front of the
party central eoffice. The
disgruntled workers also
their cars and asked

thcrn not to come to the party
office.

Zohra Tajuddin in a
strongly worded statement
condemned the incident and
sald the workers who
identified themselves as
Awami League workers had
never been seen before. She
sald when the party was in a
meeting with her in the chair
to discuss the constitutional
process of transferring power
to a sovereign parllament. a

group of unruly youths stormed
the office and ransacked it. ~ |

See Page 10 Col 3

Serbs flee Croatia as civil | Kuwait to re-employ

BELGRADE, Mar 6:
Thousands of Serbs were Mee-
ing Croatia alter hearing ru-
mours circulated by Serb na-
tionalists that they ﬂ:u:., slaugh-
tér by Croats, news reports
sald Tuesday. slates AP,

The Scrbian-based state
Tanjug news agency said
20.000 Serbs. mostly women
and children, fled to Scrbia by
late Monday. It said a
"welcome committee' was
[ormed for them in the border
town of Apatin.

Croatian aulhorities esti-
mated the number of refugees
at 3.000. Serbs and Croals. ri-
vals for centuries, are locked
in a struggle thal has pushed

Lhis troubled Balkan federation
to the brink of civil war.
Serbia's Communis! rulers
want the country of six re-
publics and two provinces re-
main a centralised federation.
Croatia’'s non-communist lead-
ers demand Yugoslavia be
transformed into a loosc al-
Hance ol sovercign slales.

The ecommunist-controlled.

media in Serbia has charged
for months that Croatias cen-
ter-right leadership, elecied
last spring. is “fascist” and
secks the genocide or exter-

» mination of all Serbs in Croatia.

Serbs make up 12 per cent of
Croatia's five million people.

war feared in Y'slavia

Hundreds of thousands
were killed by Croatia's fascist
government dunng World War
1.

Stipe Mesic. Croatia's
member in Yugoslavia's federal
presidency, said in the an in-
terview that Serbs in Croatia
feel “"an imaginary fear that is
totally unsubstantiated.”

Rebellious ethni¢ Serbs in
th¢ west Croatian region of
Krajina have been revolting
against the republic's govern-
ment since last summer.
Although no Serbs have died in
the confrontations., one
Croation policeman was killed.

Kuwait has d to re-
employ Bangladeshis who were
forced to leave the country in
the [ace of the lragi cccupation
last August

Meanwhile. the Bangladesh

Embassy in Kuwait is being
l‘cﬂpﬂﬂﬂd The Bangladesh
Ambassador to Kuwait will
lcave for Kuwait City on Friday.

Fore Affairs Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed told The
Daily Star on Tuesday that the
government of Kuwait has
agreed to take back on a
priority basis those

Bangladeshis

By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

Bangladeshis who will be useful

* for reconstruction of the war-

ra couniry

'fmu of the |
cmployees will be Laken back
in phases according, to
categories. The government of
Kuwait which has just returned -
o Knwan City

their cases. ﬂnw

He said that Bangladesh fs
also planning to semnd an

unelfficial delegation
c® scnilatives of
different chambers of

relating to manpower cxport
and other ventures. and
suggesl steps o be taken by
the government

Manpower export to Gulf
slates came to a halt o
the Iragi occupation of Kuwait.

The war that followed also
disrupted normal trade and
commerce belween
Bangladesh and the countries
of the Gull, the Adviser said

The Bangladesh mission in
Saudi Arabta has been asked 10
the possibility of

sending such a leam.
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Parliament

' summoned

on Apr 5

By Stafl Correspondent

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed has sum
moned (he Arst sesston of the
fifth Jattya Sangsad [(Parha
ment) on April 5 at 9 am The
new parflament! was clecied on
Febrnmary 27

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) emerged as the singie
largest party bagging 138
seats. The Awami League got
83 seats lollowed by the Jatiya
Party 36 and the Jamaat-c-Is-
lami |8 Seven small political

-parties and independents got

I8 scats out of 204, Repoliing
will be held in four constituen
ctes on March 9 Fresh elec-
tions will be held 1n Munshi
pr:’j and Kushtia on March 14

28 where elections were
postponed [ollowing the death
of candidates.

The Eleetion Commission
will hold eclections tao 30
women seals The elections o
reserved scatas lor the women
will be completed by April 2.
according to Election Commis-
sfon sources. Bangladesh Na
tonalist Party has invited ap
plications from the Intending
candidates by March 10.

See Page 10 Col 2

High Court benches
outside Dhaka
dissolved

Supreme Court
Correspondent

High Court benches ol the
Bangladesh Supreme Court at
Rangpur, Jessore, Barisal
Chitltagong. Comilla and Sylhel
now stand dissolhved The cases
now pending in those courts
for disposal will be sent o
Dhaka. the permanent seat of
the Supreme Court

The Chiel Justice of
Bangladesh by a notification on
February 26 cancelled the for-
mation of courts in those
places. The Chief Justice in an-
olher notification on the same
day omitted the Chapter [MA
Supremc Court (Hi Court
Division) Rules of 1973,
Volume | which provided for
holding of the sesstons of the
High Court benches outside
Dhalka.

Reports of task
forces will be
handed over to

elected leaders

Star Economic Report

The reports of the 1ask
forces. sct up by the Ministry
of Planning in January. will be
formally handed over 1o the
political leaders elected W0 the
Jatiyo Sangsad (Parllament) by
carly next weck.

The Planning Ministry has
already received reports from
26 task lorces. comprising ex-
perts [rom various professional
groups in both governmeni
and privale sectors.

About 30 task forces were
constituted by the ministry to
examine the critical socio-
economic issues and recom-
mend various policy options
for the political leadership
both within and outside the
government.

Planning Adviser Prof Re-
haman Sobhan told The Daily
Star that the task forces had
done a commendable job. They
have made a detatled review
and assessment of the socio-
economic situation now oblain-
ing in the country. Specific
suggestions and various policy
options recommended by the
task forces will be of much
practical value for improve-
ment In overall economic
managemen! and necessary
pelicy adjustments in different
scclors, he added.

The Planning Ministry ex-

See Page 10 Col 2

Highest rate

of inflation

Star Economic Report

Political instability in the
country, eoupled with the Gull
erisis, contributed o the h
est mate of inflation In last
years at 11.74 per cent in
1990.

o the Bureau of
Statistics, the cost of in-
dex for average Dhaka middle
class peoples stood at 606.06
poinis in December. 18890,
compared (o 623,60 in
December 1980. The base year
of the index is 1873-74,



