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From Our Correspondent

March 4 : Local Governmnet
and Engineering Burecau
(LGEB) has undertaken two
development projects for
upazilas of the::m th the

wi
estimated cost of more than
Taka 20 lakhs during this fis-

cal .

Tr'l:rdﬂt ment projects
have inclu the develop-
ment of u roads and re-
construction of an fron b
in Banaripara upazila -

The projects will be started

Police asked to
curb crimes
M. Anisur Rahman Khan,

Superintendent of Police.
h:;rlq met the police offi-
the district at his office

recently to review the overall
law and order situation in the

Police Su u the po-
Hee pu-nnm:: tnr'rdmmn the
law and order situation and
curb the activities of miscre-
anis. He also stressed on the

recovery of illegal arms at any
cosL

1125 tubewells to
be installed
The Public Health Engi-

neering Department (PHE) has
undertaken a programme for
installing 1125 deep tubewells
in the district during this
financial year.

With an expenditure of Taka
four erore 50 lakhs this pro-
gramme will be implemented

Two rifles

recovered

From Our Correspondent

March 4 : Acting on secret
information Kushtia police re-
covered two rifles from an
abondaned house at Amla Para
under pourashava area re-
cently.

A case has becn registered
with Kushtia P.S. in this con-

. mection.

Drama staged

A drama “Sada Bantar Kalo
Ain” by Masum Reza
was staged by the students of
Islamic University recently in
observance of Shaheed Day.

Mr. Zakaria Rahaman, lec-
turer, Management Depart-
ment directed the drama’

Many spectators including
Dr. Serazul Islam
V.C., soldier Gagiul

Haque, and Prof Mostafa Nurul
Islam were present

BHOLA

Price spiral
hampers betel
leaf production

From Our Correspondent

March 4 : Betel leal produc
tlon In seven u las of the
district has been adversely af
fected due to price spiral of
fertilizers. ofl-cake and pesti
cides.

Some betel leafl farmers said
that production has been
greatly decreased in Bhola
Sanar. Borhanuddin, Lalmohan
. Dauviat Khan.
Tazumuddin and Monpura

b

- alleged .
ton of dishonest bank officigls

DINAJPUR °
| 1 metric tons

rice distributed

From Our Correspondent

March 4 : Under special
VGD programme. 11 metric
tons of rice have been dis-
tributed among 550 distressed
families in Dinajpur Sadar
upazila. Maulana Mujibar
Rahman, Sadar Upazila
Chatrman and local Union
Parishad Chafirmen jointly dis-
tributed the rice among VGD
card holders during the last
four months.

One killed

One Abdul Hannan (26) of
village Palashbari in
Chirirbandar upazila died when
he fell down from a running
iractor near Bangkali at
Ranirbandar on Saturday last.
Hannan was admittcd to the
Dinajpur Gencral llospital
where he died it the cvening.
However. the driver and
helpers of the tractor managed
to escape. A case has been
registered in this regard.

The Bangladesh Human
Rights Association. Bochagan|
upazila unit arranged a discus-
sion mecting with its
President Advocate
Nuruzzaman in the chair on
Monday last. It was addressed
by Advocate Mansur Rahman,
Abdul Waresh, Safiqul Alam
Mahinoor Ummul Wara
Kumkum and Abdus Sattar.

MAULVI BAZAR

Boy crushed
under wheels

March 4 : A boy was
crushed under the wheels of a
speeding truck near Shaha-
bandpur area under Sadar
upazila, police said here on
Sunday, reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Syed Abu Taher (14). son ol
Syed Akaddas Ali of village
Srirainagar.

Eye-wilnesses said Taher
was crossing a road near the
area while the Sylhet bound
truck knocked him down
killing the victim on the spot.

Police seized the vehicle
but the driver fled. A case was
filed with the local police.

Another report adds
Bamboo production in the dis
trict is declining fast due to
lack of maintenance of clusters
and planned plantation

Villager being ignored of
proper maintenance, uproot
the clusters and sell them as
firewood in the markets.

According to sources,
prices ol bamboo have rscn
sharply following its scarcity

Market sources say a
medium size bamboo is selling
between Tk 50 and 70 which
is beyond the purchasing ca
pacity of the poor villagers

Mcanwhile, repair and con
sfruction of kutcha houses in
the district are being ham
pered badly. for want of bam
boos.

Besides. traditional collage
industries depended on bam
boo is also facing extinction

MYMENSINGH

Father killed
by son

March 4 : One person was
killed by his son here al juic
quartier rally Sunday noon. po-
Hee sald. reports UNB.

Babulal Singh (50) was al-
legedly killed by his son
Tulstlal Singh (22) following a
hot exchange over a fish bas-
ket

Babulal was stabbed in the
abdomen and died instanta-
necously. Police arrested
Tulsilal

A case has been filed in this
connection

BARISAL
Dacoit held
with gun

Ma,ch 4gVillagers have
caught red handed a notorious
dacolt with a pipe gun at Me
hdigan| upazila here. reports
UNI3

Jamal Fakir (22). a terror
in the area. was held by them
on Wednesday while he was

preparing to commit a dacojty
at the house of Abdur Rahim

recovered
4- Sm goods “:::
about 17856 lake were

Acting om a secret
information, BDR jawans

raided a Dhaka bound mail
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Farmers preparing land with draft animals for sowing seeds at a village in Narayanganj district.
—Star photo by Shafiuddin Bitu

Zinc, sulphur Emm rtion alarmingly low

Fertility of farmland decaying fast

CHUADANGA., Mar 4
Culitvable lands of the district
have lost fertility to produce
crop.

The fertility of the lands
have been decreasing fast duc
to extensive use of soil to in-
crease productiory all the year
round.

The population boom has
made an unprecedented pres-
surec te farm- lands to grow
more food for additional
mouths Lo eal.

The farmers of the district
do not keep their lands fallow
after harvesting of crops, they
preparc the same land for
other crops soon after harvest-

ing.

It ts disclosed by a soil sci-
entist of the Regional Rescarch
Centre, Jessore that the pro-
duction capacity of cultivable
lands have diminished gradu-
ally owing to exhaustive use
and application of chemical
fertilizers.

It s also learnt that 60 w
80 per cent cultivable lands of
the district have lost sulphur
and zinc resulting in 40 per
cent of crop shortage.

The sofl scientists have ad-
vised the [armers to use sul
phur and zinc fertilizer to add
fertility of the farmlands.

From Our Correspondent

There are 2,12.019 acres of
cultivable land in the district,
Owing to use of chemical fer-
tilizers on the soil organic
value of the land has been di-
minished to five per cent and
acidity of the lands has also
been increased and loss of
manganese has also been expe-
rienced.

The lands are gradually
turning barren and unproduc-
Live.

In the past lands were kept
fallow to improve this facility
but now it is not done. for food
autarky for increased popula-
uon.

Use of cowdung as fertilizer
and nrf,anh: manure prepared
[rom plants and green lcaves
have been stopped. The farm-
ers of the district told this
correspondent that they can-
nol prepare cowdung manure
for want of adequate live stock.
Good result has been achieved
in boosting production by us-
ing cowdung manure.

Bhola

Our Bhela Correspondent
adds: The unscientific and ex-
cessive application ol chemical
fertilizer spectally urea af-
fected the fertility of soil and
hampered the desired pro-

duction of the land.

This correspondent visited *

six southern districts Bhola,
Barisal, Patuakhali, Pirojpur.
Barguna, and Jhalakathi, ac-
companied by Mr. AHM
Shamsul Islam Prodhan who
has been working and
monitoring different crops
projects in Barisal as an
agricultural scientist under a
leading NGO for socio-
economic development, Barisal
Development Society (BDS)
since ]980.

During their visit they found
that leaves of potato, banana.
green chillies, paddy (IRRI)
elc, were being affected by
virus.

The cultivators said that
the plants had been attacked
by virus.

Mr Islam said that the ap-
pcarance of plants, the leaves
and branches. though looked
like viral attack was in effect
the results of unscientific and
exccssive application of chem-
ical fertilizer specially urea
which hampered desired crop
production and affected fertil-
ity of soil.

Mr S. Islam explained that
plants were very sensitive to
fertilizer. climate, heat,

cloudiness etc,

Bad impact of
excessive fertilizer

When the cultivators apply
excessive uera on plants then
the roots of plants want to
keep themsclves away from
strong lume of ammonia gas
defused from the uera. Urea is
nothing but a chemical com-
position of ammonia which be-
comes nitrate and then plants
absorb it f[rom soil as vital force
of energy .

As a result, the roots do not
get suflicient oxygen from
soilpore casily which is essen-
tial for photosynthesis and
respiratory mechanism of
plarts.

Mr. Islam added that il cul-
tivators of southern part of
Bangladcsh apply urea. TSP,
MP etc. scientifically on crop-
land —3 tolas (34 grams) per
square feet of land — it would
be helpful to the growth of
plants and desired crop pro-
duction.

It will also help prevent de-
caying of land fertility .

During our visit we found
most of the farmers are habitu-
aled to use more fertilizer to
yicld more crops.

No students' hostel at Maulvi Bazar
——————

Roadside shops create

traffic jam

MAULVI BAZAR . Mar 4 :
Shops by the side of old
Hospital Road in West Market
and Court Road at T.C. markel
have' been creating traffic jam
[or a long time.

It may be mentioned here
that due w small space in the
fish and vegetable markets at
Maulvi Bazar District
Headquarters the sellers sit
regularly on the roads at lcast
twice a week on hat days
causing untold sufferings to
the Buyers, sellers and vehicu-
lar traffic and passers-by.

The population of this dis-
trict town has been triple iIn
the recent years and as a re-
sult, the number of buyers and
scliers have also gone up in the
fish and vegetable markets.
HBesides. hundreds of con
sumers [rom rural areas and
suburbs also come 10 the mar-
kets regularly. But the expan-
sion of the market place by the
authority concerned is yet to
be ensured

The acute accommodation

From Our Correspondent

problem in thesé markets

conld casily be solved if the
meal and dry fish market of at-
tuched space s shifted 1o a
suitable place at old T. C. mar-
ket

Maulvi Bazar district town
does not have any hostel for ei-
ther school or college girls and
it is also strange enough that
there has not been a move of
any kind so far from any quar-
ter 10 meet this problem.

It may be mentioned here
that there are two colleges,
one co-education and other
women's, and two girls’ high
school in this town and there
is no hostel for female stu-
dents.

Since Maulvi Bazar is a
Distriet town guardians send
their wards for better educa-
tion but as there are no hos-
tels. there is always an acute
problem for lodge and board-
ing. The problem reaches its
climax during secondary and
higher secondary examinations
when thousands of female stu-
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‘dents come from far flung

A

Guardians feel themselves ha-
rassed as they can't cope with
the situation.

It may well be mentioned
here that the only girls’ hostel
attached to the Ali Amzad
Government Girls' High School
is being used as class rooms of
the said school as the old
school building has become
unfit for use and been
abandoned for quite a long
time.

It is an urgent need of ihe
hour to get at least two female
hostels constructed — one for
the college and the other for
the school — in the interest of
female education.

Roadside hotels

Mushroom wth of road-
side hotels restaurants in
the district has long been
posing threat to public health.
Most ol these hotels and
restaurants have sprung up by
the side of lanes and by-lancs

amid unhygienic condition.
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Demandﬁormpnllin-g
in Comilla4 seat
termed ridiculous

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA. Mar 4 : Manzural
Hasan Munshi, MP-elect from
Comilla-4 (Debidwar) con-
stituency and a BNP leader
contested the demand for re-
Eolhng in the same seat raised

y Pankaj Bhattacharyya,
General Secretary of
Bangladesh National Awann
Party (NAP-M). ;

in a statement, he said such
demands are reflections of
similar demands raised by the
leader of the 8-party Alliance
Sheikh Hasina who had Jailed
to intimidate voters to achieve
the desired results.

The text of Munshi's state-
ment is:

| am shocked at the news
ftem appearing in a section of
the Press on March 1 when
Mr. Pankaj ‘Bhattacharyya,
Gencral Secretary of
Bangladesh National Awami
Party (M) has demanded re-
polling in Comilla-4 con-
stituency. This is a shameful
reflection of similar demands
raised the leader of his 8-
Party Alllance. Shetkh Hasina
herselfl having faifled to intimi-
date voters to achieve the de-
sired results.

mmlmuu‘
the night of February Itﬂn';

went to my sister's house in
the village Allahabad, which
incidentally is alst Prof.
Muzaffar's own village. In a
pre-planned manner Prof.
Muzaffar along with about 200
armed hooligans made a des-
perate attempt on my life. |
was miraculously saved by my
relatives and workers, but my
jeep was totally destroyed. The
driver and personal assistant
were abducted and

known. The timely interfer-
ence of the district adminis-
tratton and law enforcing

tempt to eye
wash the nation and belittie
me In the eyes of my

| electorate.

—————
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scene

Post election violence across the country has
so far claimed four lives besides injuries to over
500 people during the last five days. Clashes
among the rival political workers still cortinue.

Our outstation correspondents have reported
-death and injuries due to clashes from Khulna,

Mymensingh, Bhola, Patuakhali, Kurigram

, Pabna,

Jessore, Barisal, Sunamganj, Gopalganj, Nawab-

ganj, Narsingdi and

In most cases clash originated from spraying of
coloured water or provocative utterances on the
part of one section of supporters of a party

against another.

A Star Correspondent from Jessore reported
that a 25-year-old man, Biplob was killed on the
spot and two others were seriously injured in a
bomb explosion at Kashba Sunday night. The
bomb was kept planted on the main thoroughfare

in the town.

In another clash, 10 persons belonging to two

rival groups of workers were
in Patuakhali on Saturday. Over

them seriously

injured, three of

30 shops were damaged and another 15 looted
following the incident. The local Merchants

Association observed a full day hartal in protest °

against the damage

and looting of the shops. The

members of the association also brought out a
protest procession in the town.

In is encou
incidents in many

that public response to the
places was quick. Local leaders

came forward and helped members of the law

enforcing agency

control. The leaders held meeting

o bring. the situation under

s and called

upon the people of all sections of the society to
desist from using force. 'This must stop,'t hey

told the gatherings.

:-Separate
clashes between two rival po-
litical parties left 21
including two women injured
since the announcement of
clection results on Thursday,
police and hospital sources
here said, reports UNB.

The incidents occurred
when the activitsts of Awami
League and BNP clashed be-
tween Friday and Sunday in
Shingashalipur, Dariapur,
Dhalaitala, Arajibasgram,
Sumerukhola, Rupganj Bazar,
Nakhosi, Muldair, dattapara
villages and Narail town.

Among the injured, 12 were
taken to the Narail Sadar
Hospital and two to Jessore
Hospital while the rest were
released after first aid. The
condition eof four were
stated to be eritical, the
sources added.

Twelve people have so far
been arrested in this connec-
tion.

11 injured in Ctg.

1SS from Chit adds :
Bomb splinter were removed
from the bodies of ten :glonn
at Chittagong Medical College
here and a minor boy was ad-
mitted with bullet injuries on
Sunday hospital sources said.

The 'injured persons were
brought here from Anwara
Upazila Hospital where they
were admitted on February 27
following election clashes at

different centres.
All but the boy were re-

Arrest of UNO, UZ
Chairman demanded

SIRAJGANJ, March 4 : The
District BNP has demanded ar-
rest of Upazila Chairman and
Upazila Nirbahi Officer of
Kazipur as well as local Awami
League activists accusing them
of rigging in Wednesday's
polls and creating terror in six
polling centres, reports UNB.

The DBNP district commit-
tee in a meeting at Kazipur on
Sunday threatened to call har-
tal if the demand was not met
within three days.

Chaired by Amir Hossain
Bhulu, the BNP candidate who
lost in the election “i:
Sirajganj-1 constituency,
Nure Alam Helal, Abdul
Mannan, Saidur Rahman
Bactkchu and Prof Aminul
Islam.

Awami League Publie
Secrelary Mohammad Nasim

leased from the hospital after
trcatment. -
Poll was suspended
three u::‘i:ntre: ulr::ler the
Chittagong-12 (Anowara con-
stituency) when situation went
beyond the control of the con-
cerned authority.

4 fake voters held
in Kushtia

Our Kushtia Correspondent
adds : Four persons were
caught red handed while they
went to cast false votes.

It is reported that at the
time of election one Salim (20)
was taken to the Presiding
Officer at Primary
School who claimed to be a
polling agent.

He confessed his guilt to
the Presiding Officer. Later he
was handed over to police.
The other three were
arrested from different

polhng cenires.

message from Manikgan]
A

adds: At jeast 10 people were
injured in a clash between
supporters of two political
parties at Joinpurhat village in

The injured were released
after first aid, at Daulatpur
upazila health complex. No

has bee unofficially declared
elected rom the constituency.
Nasim polled 48,338 votes
compared to 26618 by his
nearest rival, Amir Hossain
Bhula of BNP.
The speakers alleged that
the AL activisits, in collusion
with Upazila Chairman and the
UNO, resorted tn;_rﬂwiﬂh
rigging in six cen
High school, Kachihara pri-
mary school. Beripatal primary
school, Ghoragacha primary
school, Rehaigari pri

school and Raghunathpur
school

11:_7' also alleged that out of
1900 votes at Ragunathpur
centre, the AL workers

1700 votes by
BNP i ts :
ing agents forcibly

beat Upazila
Abdul Majid and damaged his
house.,

847 killed in train

mishaps in 10 years

From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGANJ March
4: AL least 847 were
killed and 6780 tinjured n
2680 train accidents during
‘ke last 10 years.

According v a survey, these
accidents mainly occurred due
Lo mnﬂg{ connections in set-
ting up of points, faulty signals,
tl::.i:mhﬂ defects and vari-
ous other reasons.

it is learnt that of the total

| accident 209 were due to col-

lision, 2306 for derafiment. 33
luu:dlﬂadulhm_

Out thnhulhu-r::
2B7 were passengers,
were railway employees and

| 476 were others, and of the

total injured persons. 1.488
were passengers. 4. 506 were
tatlway employees and 624
wire unidentified.

to the sourees,
Bangladesh Railway has in-
curred a loss of Taka 10 crore

because of these accidents.
Ration goods
in blackmarket




