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Poll budgets exceed
limit, says Liberty

The Liberty International
Ll a -based Inter-
national Human Rights Orga-
nization having consultative
status with the United Nations

(ECOSOC) has. in its initial
reaction, expressed the view
that actual conduct of elections
on February 27 was, with
insignificant exception. gene
rﬂjh Mll’li fair, says
release

The President of Liberty
International, Advocate MA
Mutaleb said, "our observer
ups dis rer-ed across Lhe
istricts of Tangail. Mymen-
si Netrakona. Sherpur,
Kishoregan| and Jamalpur
visiting polling sites in various
urban and rural areas heard no
significant cemplaint about
casting or counting of ballots.
Instead. the groups observed
that the people displayed a
remarkable and exemplary
degree of patience, tenacity

and integrity to make the

election a success.”

Expressing satisfaction at
the neutrality and indepen-
dence shown by the officials
and law enforcing agencies,
the International noted
"discharge of their duties
without fear or favour as hope-
ful improvements in the clec-

tion process.”

Terming the establishment
of an clectoral process by the
Government and the Election
Commission which incorpe-
rated safeguards inst cor-
rupt practice. fraud and vio-
lence as very important, Mr
Mutaleb stated "the process
created a better enviernment
for fair elections.”

Election budgets of the

candidates were not kept
within the bounds of law.
Liberty International com-
mented.

According to Liberty
Intecrnational teams, voter

turnout im wurban cenires
(District and Upazila r-
ters) was in record nu

where lines of voters werc
seen bul there was very low
voter turmout In silcs

of rural areas where no lines of |

voters could be seen.

Names of numbers of
volers were nol nd in wvot
ci~ lst In many centres and
many voters were not allowed
o cast their wotes due o mi-
nor mistakes/spelli mis-
takes ol their names/lather's
names or wrong recording of
age, one such example was
Jalasatra polling centre of
Tangail district where many
garo aboriginals could not
cast their votes. Advocate
Mutaleb added.

Liberty International. of
course, had concluded that
what  minar irregularilies
were there, perhaps. had not
aflccted the final outcome of
the clections.

DU directives |

for registered
graduates

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka University authorities
have urged the registered
graduates who have not yet
submitted their attested photo
for the ensuing election of reg-
istered graduates in the Senate
to contact the trar im-
mediately with two copies of
photo.

A press release of DU, it
said those who sent photos
earlier and have not yet re-
ceived indentity card should
also contact the registrar of
the university.

Those who have no identity
cards shall not be allowed 10
vole in the election. the re-
lcase added.
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50 women collect
forms from BNP

More than 50 women pro-
cured prescribed forms till 8
pm Monday to seck BNP nom-
ination for the 30 secats re-
served for female in the just-
clecled fifth Jatiya Sangsad.
reports UNB.

Among them. party sources
said. prominent arec [Ormer

1

Uplift efforts
of donor states
discussed

M. H. Gajentaan, Ambas-
sador of the Netherlands in
Bangladesh had a mecting here
Monday morning with Dr. A
Moyeen Khan, member of the
parliament-elect [rom Nars-
ingdi —2. (Palash) and Dirce-
tor. Bangladesh Centre for Ad-
vanced Siludies [BCAS). Dr
Saleemul Huq. Exccutive Di-
rector, Dr. A. Atig Rahman, -
rector of BCAS and Dr M
Youssoul All. former Fisheries
Secretary were prescent during
meeting, a press relcase said,
reports BSS.

Various aspects of sustain-
able development in the per-
spective of Bangladesh envi-
ronment were discussed. Dr

1 Khan raised with the Ambas-

sador the issue of development
cflorts of the donor countries
through government as well as
non-government! channels. the
press relcase added.

ment,

members of parliament
Raushan Elahi from Pabna
tosneara Khan and Ashika Ak-
bar from Mymensingh, chair-

person of BNP women wing
Begum Ahshan Ullah and Sce-

retary Sorwari Rahman.

Forms are being distributed
from BNP office at
Ataturk Avenue.
against Tk 500 each,

The last date for submitting
the nominations is March 10.

The clectoral college con-
sisting of all directly elected
members of parliament will
celect 30 female mcmbers in
sccret balloting. The polling
will be completed by April 4.
onc day bcfore the opening
scsslon of the 330-seat parlia-

Khaleda
felicitated

The Stranded Pakistanis
General Repatriation Commit-
tee (SPGRC) Sunday congra-
tulated Begum Khaleda Zia on
the victory of BNP in the Jattya
Sangsad election. reports UND.

In a statement, chicl pa-
tron of the committee M
Nasim Khan wished that under
the dynamic leadership ol Be-
gum Zia, the country would
prosper.

He sincercly hoped the
"lingering question of repatria-
tion will be taken up on prior-
ity basis.”

Gulshan,

Kamal *
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Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury,
Election Monitoring Cell of Liberty

Human Rights and
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Convener of the Joint
Forum and Institute of

Legal Affairs speaking at a press

conference at the National Press Club on Monday.

Involvement of local experts stressed
‘Scientific research still

isolated from practical needs

cording topmost priority to
development of science and
tech in the country once
a democratic vernment
takes over following the
February 27 parliamentary
e :
While talking to the Daily
Star on Saturday. a number of
cconomists working in the
Manning Commission as well
as in the Ban Institute
for Development Studies
pointed out that a phenomenal
growth of the couniry's econ-
omy can be made possible by
continuous technological re-
scarch. innovations and their

application.
Mentionably here, the
Acling President Justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed recently

regretted there is no provision
for giving Ekushey Padaks for
science.

The need for a faster tech-
nological development is being
increasingly feit by a develop-
ing country like Bangladesh.
The pressing need for a [aster
economic growth, increased
factor productivity and above
all, exploration of new produc-
tion possibilities urge upon the
necessity for technological de-
velopment,

And for a country like
Bangladesh where the public
sector plays a dominant role in
economic development and
where the private investment
is low, the technology devel-
opment has suffered from sev-
eral limitations such as
scarcity of resources, lack of
skill and capability. The S &T
rescarch is mainly carried out
in universities and by institu-
tions financed under the pub-
lic sector, often in quite isola-
tion from the practical needs
of the eountry

Development plans of
Bangladesh have emphasised S
&T research to develop tech-
nologies through adaptation of
imported technology and as
well as development of indige-
nous technologies. As the
country is heavily dependent
upon imported technologics,
proper planning perse is re-

uired for its effective transfer

rough acquisition, assimila-
tion and adaptation of such
technologies, The technology
transfer is thus a process in-
volving man, machine and or-
ganisation. Transfers of im-
ported technology require that
local experts should not learn
to operate machineries, but
they should also be involved in
drawing. designing, fabrica-
tion, installation, operation
and maintenance of such ma-
chineries. Unless this occurs
the technology transfer would
not complete in its cycle. The
development of indigenous

techno s. on the other. has
to be planned and directed
strictly to nced of different

sectors and entail the process
from the laboratory experi-

mentation to commercialisa-
tion.
Organisational
weaknesses

Earlier plans have laid down
policies and strategies for
technological development in
different sectors.The problems
and weaknesses in technology
dmhﬁmcnt have mostly been
identified as organisational

— e . —

Al-Ha| Captain (Retd) Dr.
M.N. Shafa, BNP nominec from
Chit -4 Fatikchari Con-
stituency, today urged the
Election Commission to arran-
ﬂehr:pulllng in 16 centres of

constituency, reports BSS.

Addressing a press confer-

ence at the Jatiya Press Club
here, Dr. Shala that
the Awami candidate

had intimidated the voters and
officials engaged in holding of
the parliamentary polls.

He also urged the Election
Commission to withhold the
official results till enquiry was
completed.

Dr. Shafa has formally
lodged a complain with the

Call to refrain
from issuing
statement
By Staff Correspondent

Citizens Election Comm-
issfon on Monday urged the
defeated candidates or po-
Hijeal parties who could not
achieve victory upto their ex
pectations o refrain from issu-
ing statements which may
hinder transition 1o demoe-
racy. says a press relcasc.

The Commission along With
other observation groups re
garded the clection as free and
llltr the press release added.

fouricenth Nalional
and Technology Week 91 of |
Chitiagong South Zone began
at Government City College

here oday. reports HSS

Faculty of Science. Chittagong
Unive raity
intal of 16 organisations are

participating
Werk.

prise giving
of the fatr will be held on
Ilﬂrrhﬂ.

Science Week
begins in Ctg

CINTTAGONG, Mar 4 The
Scicnee

Prof M A Salch, Dean of the

inauguraied 1. A

e ————

the Science

The COre meony

By Staff Correspondent

weaknesses. unplanned and
uncoordinated R & D work,
absence of R & D in private en-
terpriser lack of comprehen-
siveness in S &T policies and
other policy support (such as
fiscal. monetary, commercidl),
constraints of resources and
skill, etc. The SFYP and more
specifically, the Third Five-
Year Plan visualised to develop
S &T integrated with the de-
velopment process.

The TFYP recommended
formulation of national S &T
policies with goals and priori-
ties of S &T development. It
vicwed S &T dwrlupﬂrn! to
be rclatively a long run pro-
cess. within which the short-
term strategies were to be di-
rected towards meeting im-
mediate need of the economy
such as production and em-
ployment. The plan. therelore.
emphasised S &T research
strictly on assessment of necds
in different sectors and priori-
tisation of the same in terms of
resource and institutional con-
straints. The plan also recom-
mends necessary infrastruc-
tural and institutional devel-
opment, for S &T along with
necessary policy supports for
human resource development
import substitution and pro-
tection of local products and
innovations. standardization of
imports, price supports. elc.
The entire S &T organisational
structure was recommended
to be reviewed and rationalised
to develop an effective institu-
tional mechanism for coordi-
nated R &D planning and dis-
semination.

Technology policy
Towards such development,
a National Science and

Technology Policy (NSTP) has
been formulated and adopted

in February. 1986. The NSTP
laid down the directions to-
wards S &T activities and re-
search, institution and man-
power development, dissemi-
nation of documentation facili-
ties. The NCST, reconstituted
in January, 1987, determines
S &T policies, reviews the ac-
tivities of different institutions.
provides directions towards S
&T research and activities.
The Executive Committee of
NCST reviews the progress of
S &T work and implementa-
tion of decisions of HCST and

also provides direction to S
&T activities and research.

A Consultative Committec
on the Transfer of Technology
headed by the Minister for
Education and S &T. has been
created lo formulate a work
plan for assessment of techno-
logical needs { both indigenous
and tmported). preparation of
mid-term technology plans
and schedules. and adoption of
legal and financial mcasures
for technological development
The assessment of technologi
cal necds and capabilities are
to be carried out by instituting

tecchnical commiltee in
Ministries.
Laboratory research

The most important weak
ness in technology planning ts
that it mainly emphasises labo-
ratory research and virtually
ends with it as a result ol
which neither imported tech:
nologies could be adapted nor
indigenous technologies be
commercialised. The other
two impediments are {) finan
cial and if) institutional. Mosi
of the resources of R & D or-
ﬂiﬂiﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂ arc IPEHI aon
salartes and administration
However, in order to protect R
& D, steps are now being
taken Lo allocate resources
sceparatlely under two heads
onc for R & D and the other
for salaries and other over-
heads. Further. in order to
work out the need for in-
creased R & D allocations
overtime., an interministerial
committce under the S & T
Division has been constituted.

Third Plan programmes
" A survey of existing R & D
organisations and their man
power conducted in [987
shows somewhat widely dis
persed R & D activities under
different Ministries with 43
organisations under 16 min-
istries. In addition, there are
academic R & D, institutions
like Universities. The required
institutional reorganisation or
restructuring as was suggested
in TFYP has not been carried
out. The R & D planning and
coordination f{tself has re-
mained weak and that of
adaptation and dissemination
have continued to be two ma-
jor problematic areas.
The S &T research and de-

Bangladeshi goods

in great demand

Embassy partic-
ipated in the 4th International
Bazar on February 16 in Kath-
mandu with a stall of handi-
crafts and Bangladeshi food.
The bazar was held under the
auspices ol Nepal's Women's
Ekililj Development Organiza-
tion. Besides Bangladesh, So-
viet Union, Pakistan and UK
also ipated in the Bazar.
Bangladesh Stall with a wide

of products and crafts

supplied by Export Promotion

Bureau, attracted a very large
number of visitiors, according
to an official handout.

Supreme leader of the rul-
ing Nepali Congress Mr
Ganesh Man Singh and Presi-
dent of Nepal's Women's As-
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Dateline Chnttagong
Repolling in 16 centres demanded

Election Commission.
AL candidate thanks
people

Mr. S.M. Yusuf, a defeated
Awami League candidate for
Chittagong-11 Constituency
Sunday congratiated people
for exercising their voting
right in the parliamentary
election on February 27.

Mr S.M. Yusuf in a state-
ment said, verdict of the peo-
ple were the precondition for
establishing democracy.

He, however, observed that
deep study of the election
would reveal that an invisible
unholy power influenced vot-

ers through various means. He

sociation Mrs Mangala Devi
Singh (wife of Mr Singh) who
were the chiefl guests at the
inauguration ceremony, visited.
Bangladesh's colourful and
tastefully decorated stall. They
expressed their thanks for the
valuable Bangladesh support to
the Women's Development Or-
ganisation's efforts in Nepal.
Both Mr and Mrs Singh were
presented with' Bangladesh
handicrafts by Ambassador of
Bangladesh Syed Muhammad
Hussain.

Nepal TV showed Bangla-
desh’s stall for quite sometime
in its main news in the samec
evening. Radio and press also
covered the news of Bang-
ladesh’'s participation in the
Interational Bazar.

e ———

alleged that his opponent did
nol abide by the code of con-
duct set by the Election Com-
mission and destroyed the val-
ues of de by scattering
black money. He [urther al-
leged BNP workers resorted to
terrorism at least at 10 cen-
tres of the constituency.

He called upon the the
administration and law enforc-
ing Agencies to resist intimi-
dation an humiliation of
Awami League workers by BNP
workers in the name of victory
celebrations at different con-
stituencies.

Mohammed Shah Nawaj
Chowdhury of BNP was de-
clared elected unoffictally from
the constituency.

ve ment cutmul*m
all the sectors of the economy.
Ag . indtvidual sectors

like agriculture, trrigation. in-
dustries etc. have thetr own S
&T

allocations under
sectors in the plan. Apant from
this. the STR sector inchade S
& T programmes of a few R &
D organisations and agencies.
like Bangladesh Atomic Energy

Commission (BAEC) BCSIR.
BST1. SPARRSO, BANSDOC,
NMST

of Tk.80 crore for projects of
the above organisations. In all,
|7 projects were included iIn
the plan of which 7 wcere
spillovers [rqgm SFYP with a
carry-over cost of Tk.28 68
crore

i
I

programmes and financial
respeclive

The TFYP earmarked a sum

Plea to ensure

peaceful
repolling
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Mr. Rahmat AN,
who !mn his ntary
scal on Awami ticket.
from Gazipur. was also present

Arms recovered
By Staff Correspondent

Sabujbag Police recovered
one revolver from Shafiqul Is-
lam Bachchu (25) and a coun-
iry made gun from Nazmul
Alam (20).

Both the persons were ar-

resied from east Fhmru
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