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If you miss your copy of the Daily

Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Circulation Manager im-
mediately on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX),

8E3035, 863036.

in and day out.
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International

Anti-Saddam
rallies

Thousands of Iraqis
staged anti-Saddam
protests in several Ira-
qi cities storming pris-
ons in Basra and re-
leasing inmates.
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Development
Women perform
most farming activi-
ties, but mainly as in-
visible, unrecognised

workers.
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Article
Does the philoso-
phy of Ziaur Rah-

Extraets from
a 1978 interview
with the late
President by
S. M. Ali.
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Bangladesh, will lose
$ 30 million yearly due
to recently imposed
quota by US in three
textile and garments
products including
shop towel.
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'NEWS BRIEFS

Allies to free 300
)
Iraqi POWs

RIYADIL. Mar 4: Allied for-
ces will free around 300 Iraqi
prisoners of war on Tuesday in
response to Ilraq's relecase of
10 soldicrs and aitmen. the

US military said today. reports
Reuter.

125 Indians die
in epidemics

NEW DELHI, Mar 4: Somc
125 pcople have died in cpi-
demics of gastrocnteritis and
diarrhoea in the central Indian
state of Madhya Pradesh in the
last two weeks, the Press
Trust of India (P11) reporicd
loday, states AFP.

resigns

ISLAMABAI, Mar 4: PPro-
Iraq Pakistan minister re-
signed today citing as one rea-
son Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif's support of the United
States in the Gull war, rcports
Reuter. _

German- Soviet

treaties ratified

MOSCOW. Mar 4: The So-
viel Parllament Monday rati-
fied several German-Soviet
treatics deali

reunification, news agency

with German |
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Indian High Commissioner, Srinivashan held an hour- long meeting with Begum Khaleda
Zia at the Banani office of BNP on Monday.
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BNP threatens counter movement

AL stand seen as a bid to

stall democratic transition

Star Report

Awami League’'s bid 1o block
formation of a Council of Min-
isters by the Acting President
came under criticism by polit-
ical parties. Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) rejected
Awami League's contention
that the Acting President loses
neutrality if he allows a Council
of Ministers to be formed right
NOw.

Earlier Workers Party and
Five-Party Alliance leader
Rashed Khan Memon and
Ganatantri Party leader Suran-

jit Sen Gupta. both are ncwly

elected MPs. urged the Acting
President to allow BNP to form
a Council ol Ministers. Awami
League's move on Monday to
stop formation of a Council of
Ministers came as a surprise to
political circles. Political ana-
lysts describe AL stand as a

move to stall the transition to
democracy.

An Awami League delegation
led by Sheikh Hasina met the
Acting President on Monday to
convey their decision to launch
a movement in the event of
formation of a Council of Min-
isters by BNP. The Acting
President made it clear that
the formation of a Council of
Ministers under Article 58 of
the Constitution would in no
way aflect his neutrality.

BNP in a sharp reaction 1o
Awami Leaguc's move stated
that the party has an apparent
majority and enjoys the confi-
dence of the Acting President.
If the Council of Ministers is
formed now it will be the Act-
ing President’'s Council, BNP
Sccretary General Barrister

See Page 10 Col §

Indian envoy
holds hour-long
talks with Khaleda

The High Commissioner of
India. K Srinivashan, Monday
called on Begum Khaleda Zia.
chairperson ol Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP). at her
residence. reports 13SS.

in the one-hour meeting,
the Indian High Commissioner
hoped that the irritants be-
tween BANGLADESI and India
woulld be solved peacefully.

He also discussed matters
of bilateral coopcration and
mutual interest with Begum
Zia and hoped that the friendly
relations between the two
countries would be strength-
ened further in future.

Mr Srinivashan congratu-

See Page 10 Cul 1
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Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man
you are likely to kill by
rash driving may be you!
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AL leader Sheikh Hasina speaking to agitating party workers on Monday -ﬂ:nr report of her

resignation.
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Shahabuddin rejects Hasina's contention

AL will start movement

The Acting President, Mr.
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.
said here Monday that he pre-
sent form ol presidential gov-
ernment would remain inlact
whoever was appointed the
prime minister, reports BSS.

The Acting President stated
this when a delegation of
Awami League leaders headed
by the party chiel, Shetkh
Hasina, called on him at his
residence here last evening

Mr. Justice Shahabuddin
lurther, said that he would not
lose his neutrality, for., who-
cver was appoinied prime
minister under the presiden-
tial form according to an offi-
cial relcase.

The olficial relcase said :
During the meeting, the dele-

gation of Awami League lcaders
discussed with the president
the post-clection sitvation.
The dclegation expressed
the view that the constitution
of Parllament has not yet been
completed and as such it 1s nol
possible for the president to
say which member of Parha-
ment commands the support
of the majority in Parflament.
The Awami Leaguce leaders
further satd repolling in some
centres in four constituencies
and eclection in two con-
stiluencies are yel to be held.
They said the BNP has not
got absolute majority in par-
Hament and since fi is not par-
Hamentary system of govern-
ment he party getting single
See Page 10 Col 2

if BNP forms government

AL wants power
transferred to
Parliament
By Staff Correspondent

The Central Executive Com
mittee of Bangladesh Awami
League has asserted that only a
sovereign parlitament ecan
smoothen the power transfler
process.

it also said that the Awami
League is ready to extend all

assistance for the cstablish-

ment of a parliamentary form
of government.
The mecting held at the
party central office on Monday
See Page 10 Col 3

Saddam's son, Governor General of Basra killed

US Gulf Commander General Norman Schwarzkopt (L

ceasefire with Iraqi generals on Sum:lau_\'r

;+r1d l‘muth General Rhaled bin Sultan (2nd L discussing formal

— AFP photo

US to waive $300m loan

The United States has de-
cided to waive a 300- million
Dollar loan 1o Bangladesh as a
‘Gesture of [riendship and co-
operation” between the two
couniries, reports BSS.

This was stated by the U. §
Ambassador in Dhaka, Willilam
B. Milam, when he called on
the Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed at the
President’s Secretariat Monday
morning.

During the discussion. the
U S Ambassador said that the

peoplc and the government of
the United Staleq Were very
happy  to see the holding of
free. fair and pecaceful elee-
tions in Bangladesh. He also
appreciated the role played by
the interim government under
the lcadership of Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed for success-
fully conducting the February
27 polls in an impartial man-
ner.

Ambassador Milam said thai
the Americans were looking
forward to seeing the restora-
tion of democracy in Bang-

ladesh and hoped that this
democratic proccss would be
institutionalised.

lie assurcd of ull and con-
tinued cooperation to Bang-
ladesh's development efforts
for achieving a better living
standard lor its people.

The Director of USAID in
Bangladesh Mary C. Kilgour
was prescnl.

Justice Ehﬂhahudr.lin than-
ked the US government for its
continued support and coo-
peration in the cconomic
development of Bangladesh.

- ¢il meeting of the

Jamaat for future |

polls under

caretaker govt
By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami has said
that all future elections in the
country should be held under a

'caretaker’ government.

The central working coun-
party which
was held on Monday was of the
opinion that il elections were
held under a carctaker gov-
ernment, the Election
Commission and the law en-
forcing agencies  would not
See Page 10Col 1

DAMASCUS. Mar 4: Oppo-
nenis of President Saddam
Hussein belonging to a Tehran-
based Muslim undamentalist
group saki Monday that they
controlled Basra, Iraq's second
city. reports Reuter.

A spokesman said thcy had
beaten back an attemplt by gov-
ernmenl troops to drive the
rcbels oul

The spokesman, Bayan Jabr.
said members of the ruling
Baath Party and policemen had

* Iraq releases 10 Allied

prisoners-of-war

* 7,000 braqgi troops are
heading for Baghdad
0 prevent Saddam's
overthrow

% Allied troops won't
help anti-Saddam .
rebels, UK
commander says

% Iraq complains about
womﬂ@um

Rebels take 2 Iraqi cities

surrcndered and had
joincd the rebels.

Jabr said Iraqgi troops who
had gone over to the rebels
helped drive oll Saddam loyal-
ists of the Republican Guard
who tricd W retake Basra on
Sunday.

He also said Kurdish gueril-
las had scized control of the
northern city of Sulaymaniyah,
cutting it ofl from the rest of
Iraq.

AP says: Opposition to Sad-
dan Hussein is being reported
in six Iragi citics. while 7,000

SOMwWe

aoldicrs are relurning 1o Bagh-

dad in what US sources say
could be cfforts by Saddam 1o
protect himscll [rom over-
throw.

Earlicr AFI’ reports [rom
Teheran says Saddam Monday
faced an "uprising” in southern
Iragl, according to Iranfan re-
ports that said his son Oday
Hussein and top officials in the
country's second-largest cily
RBasra had been killed.

The head of a Shiite oppo-
sition group bascd here. Hoja-
tolcslam Mohammad DBagir Al-
Hakim. said the citics of Basra,

See Page 10 Col 3

BNP leader arrested

CHITTAGONG. Mar 4: Ramu
upazila administration Sunday
imposed Section 144 on the
upazila headquarters in the
wake of clashes between rival
political workers, police said
Monday, reports BSS.

Ten persons were injured
in sporadic clashes between
workers of Awami League and
Jamaal during the past few
days at Ramu. As lension was

| mounting and people became

Section 144 in Ramu

panicky, the upazila adminis-
tration had 1o impose the Sec-
tion 144 to bring the situation
under control. police said.
Cox's Bazar administration
also wok measures o contain
lension among rival political
aclivists al Moheskhall. Ku-
tubdia and Cox's Bazar Sadar
upazila where lension was also
high lollowing sporadic clashes
in which twenly persons in-

See Page 10 Col 4

Latwvia, Estonia vote for independence

RIGA [Sovict Union). Mar 4;
Large majorities tin Latvia and
Estonia voted for indcpen-
dence from the Soviet Union
in weekend referendums, un-
dermining Kremlin assertions
that their nationalist govern-
ments did not enjoy broad
support, reports Reuter.

Preliminary results issuced
carly today showed 77 per
cent of voles cast in Latvia
supported restoration of the
Baltic Republic's indepen-

| dence.

In neighbouring Estlonta,
77.8 per cent ol voters backed
independence. according to

preliminary figures

“This has heen an historic .

day for Estonia” President
Arnold Ruutel told reporters
after preliminary results were
released. This is a long step
forward in owr political strug-
gle to our primary goal-- inde-
pendence.”

Ruutel said the results dis-
pelled claims that the elected

republican government. domi-
nated by pro-independence
forces, did net represent the

popular will.

Gunnars Blums. head of the
central voling commission in
the Latvian capital of Riga. told
a news briefing after most
voles had been counted that
around 77
votes cast had been for inde-
pendence, and 21.3 per cent

against.
Tumout in Latvia was about

per cent of the

88.4 percent.

Preliminary figures [rom
Estonia showed a turnout of
more than 82 per cent. with
more than three quarters in
favour of inde

But the p
feated in the non-Esto-
nian industrial cities. In Narva.

only 25.5 per eent of votes ‘

backed independence.
In rural areas, the almost

exclusively Estonian population
turned out in droves, with

" more than 90 per cenl voting

'm de-

in many regions. Support was
running at up to 98 per cent in
lhr.u: dhtrk:l, figures showed.
says: The was
:tmﬂar to Pl:hmuy 9
dum in which I..itlﬂunllm
voted overwhelmingly in favour
of independence.

The Baltics a year ago began
thetr struggle o reverse the
Kremlin's foreed annexation of
Estonia. Latvia and Lithuania in
1940. The three republics
were Independent between
the wars.

The refcrendums also rep-
resenied a strong challenge
Gourbachev, who has branded
illegal the independence
declarations last year by the
Baltic Republics.

Gorbachev has scheduled a
nallonwide relerendum fer
March 17 on holding together
the 15 Soviet republics. Lead-
ers of the Baltics. as well as of
the republics of Armenia, Ge-
orgia and Moldavia, have said

they won't participaie.

|

Kamal Hussain
hooted by
party workers

By Staff Correspondent

A section of Awami Leagoe
workers Monday boood and
hooted Dr Namal Hussatn for
“his recent statement thet -
Bamcntary clections were
free and fatr

Disgruniled AL workers
swarmed Dr Hussatn el a
party presidum member when
he emerged forms an cwecu-
live commitice meeting of the
party in the evening

The workers warned him
not 1o come 10 the party office
and kicked his car which was
parked in fromt of the olffice
Dr Hhissain was rescued from

See Page 10 Col |

AL executive body
asks Hasina to
withdraw
resignation
B'-"'. Staff Correspondent

The Central Executive Com-
mitiee ol Bangladesh Awami
League in an emergency me-
oling requested party chief
Sheikh Hasina 1o withdraw her
decision to resign for greater
interest of the country. nation
and the organisation.

The commitice mecting.
held Monday cvening at the
party’'s ceniral office at Banga-
bandhu Avenue. expressed 1o
tal confidence in the leader
ship of Sheikh Hasina

Earlier. Sunday night She-
ikh Hasina tendered  her
resignation from party leader-
ship assuming the responsibil-
ity of her party's setback tn the
parliament elections. “She
wanted o step down from the
party leadership showing re-
spect to democratic norms
and values™, says a sour-c close

See Page 10 Col §

Ershad's tnal
IN arms case

begms Mar 19

By m’#Cnanmdmt

licaring in the pending
arms casc against deposed
President H.M! Ershad will
begin March 19 at the Special
Tribunal hecaded by Mr.
Mohammad Habibullah. a dis-
trict judge and sessions judge.

A full court of the Appecliate
Division of the Supreme Court
last week (Feb 26) vacated a
two weeks stay order granted
on February I8 by a single-
judge bench of the Appellate
Division.

The trial of the former
president for keeping unli-
censed arms was to begin on
February 16. But Ershad did
not appear before the Special
Tribunal on grounds of illness
which a 3-member medical
board lound baseless alter ex-
amination.

Court orders

release of
Maudud

The High Courf Division of
the Supreme Court Monday
ordered immediate relcase of
former Vice-President Maudud
Ahmed [rom preventive deten-
tion, reports UNB.

Justice Bimalendu Bikash
Roy Chowdhury passed the
judgement alter hearing a writ
petition filed on behall of
Maudud Ahmed against the
order of preventive detention
under the Special Powers Act

The court ordered that
Maudud Ahmed, who was ar-
rested on December 20, 1990,
and now detained in Dhaka
Central Jail. be at once re-
lcased from cusiody i not
wanied in connection with any

See Page 10 Col 2

Election was free
and unprecedented,

says CCHRB

By Staff Correspondent

The Coordination Council
for Human Rights in Bang-
ladesh (CCHRB) said on Mon-
day the election to the fAfth
parliament was [ree, fair and
unprecedented in the ecoun-
try's history. It said the
mechanism of clection was
carried oul smoothly.

CCHRB felded nearly 400
observers in 40 constitucncics
throughout the country who
had overseen eclections (n
3000 polling centers.

The CCHRB survey said vio-
lence. which had become part
of cleetioneering and polities
in the country, was almost ab-
scnl during the clection. Sev-
eral killings and incidents of
violence ook place mainly be-
fore and alier the
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