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case, many people would ask if we could develop
the same approach., the same will and
determination. in tackling and eventually solving
other national problems. such as corruption.
administrative inefliciency and unemployment in
urban and rural centres.

If the approach is based on a spirit of give and
take and, what's more, on an appreciation of
national interest, then one would say that il has
Just passed anolher test.

Here, we are referring to the meeting that
took place on Saturday between the Acting
President, Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed and a
delegation of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), led by its Chairperson, Begum Khaleda Zia.
In a cordial atmosphere, the meeting resolved a
number of outstanding issues and helped in
removing some misunderstanding which had
been unwittingly created by the Acting President
during his televised address on Friday. It is
possible that part of the misunderstanding
stemmed from differences in the perspectives. It
is often difficult for a politician to see the point of
view of a jurist and vice versa, although both may
share a whole set of common concerms and
objectives.

While we are indeed pleased that the Saturday
meetling has cleared the path for the next move,
namely, the appointment of the BNP Cabinet. one
cannol rule out other difficulties, hopefully all
minor, which may crop up in coming months,
before power has been [ully transferred to the
new administration.

In this respect. a major issue facing the
country still concerns the form of government.
On the face of it. BNP which is committed to the

continuance of the present presidential system -

may like to treat it as a non-issue. However, there
are experts within BNP, not to mention the
independent ones. who may see the need for a
careful review of the issues involved. Neither BNP
nor AL shouid see it in narrow political terms. No
system of government is per se more democratic
than another. It all depends on how it works. It is
also true that those who had seen the working of
the presidential system under the ousied Ershad
regime [rom inside are well aware that the

accountability of all members of parliament to one
single person, namely, Mr Ershad, had turned

the Jatiya Sangsad into a mockery.

This newspaper believes that there are many
new elected members in BNP and AL who would
be willing to discuss the matter and place their
agreed position, if there is one. before their
leaders. If the major parties can reach a national
consensus on this issue, thus avoiding a
parllamentary battle over a possible amendment
of the constitution, they can try out a similar
approach (o the setting up of several house
commiliees which play a major role in the life of
a parifament. Such a national consensus will
produce just the right climate for a new drive in
the field of economic development, without
which the last month's election carries little

meaning.

The Killing in Colombo
We mourn the killing on Saturday of, Ranjan
Wijeratne, the Sri Lankan Cabinet Minister who
had been responsible for military operations
against Tamil separatists as well as the Marxist
rebels. As if there was not enough on his plate. he
was also conducting an investigation into the
illegal activities of the local casino owners.

While press reports from Colombo do not say
who might be behind the killing, the professional
manner of the attack — the use of a powerful car
bomb — would suggest that either Tamil
exiremists or Marxist rebels were responsible for
this dastardly act.

The killing removes from the scene an
extremely able government official who appeared
to have the capacity of at least taking his
country’s battle against insurgency a step forward,
if not completely ending it. it will be hard for the
Sri Lankan authorities to find the replacement. It
will be also hard to keep up the morale among
the people who want to live in peace. Sri Lanka
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HE latest round of the

Angplan peace talks

broke up in Lisbon
amid much mutual re-
crimination and cvide
grel. The mecting had con-
vened two days carly with
hopes of at least an agreement

and the introduction of a
muiti-party democracy. In the
end nothing was ;

Alter the break-up, all the
players—the Angolan MPLA
governmenl, Jonas Savimbi's
UNITA movement and a coali-
tion of Portugal. the United
States and the Soviet Union—
put forward their versions of
what had ned.

The n chiel repre-
sentative, former prime minis-
ter Lopo de Nascimento, said
that unlike his government,
UNITA was not serious aboul
the talks. Despite lack of

Workers' would go ahead
in April with the plan agreed
at’ its December 1990

Congress to introduce a multi-
party sysiem in' place of the
present one-party regime.
UNITA and the convenors
of the talks cach blamed the
MPLA government in Luanda
for the breakdown. They said
UNITA had becn willing to
sign a document drawn up by
Portugal. the US and the So-

'viet Union on the introduction

of a multiplicity of parties, ar-
rangements for elections and
the details of a ceasefire.
But the government dele-
led by de Nascimento
demanded that agreement
on a date for the introduction
of a multi-party s
I15—be accompanied by a firm
accord making that alse the
mﬂ:ﬂh;:m The
stales the agreement
said that this introduced a new
element into the talks and

prevented a settlement.

address. '

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with doyble space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
.tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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Paternalism may have run
its course in Indonestn. bwt
with votces of dissent stified
for over two decades. the

o -—-,:rﬂhﬂ-
authority that holds them to- billyy change
gether Toe much pluralism former
can cause divisiveness and. Mines. Though new voices of dis-
mmmu Rodng ‘h-'hﬂhhﬂ
conscrvatives who favour makes year. President Subare. one of
mits on “Keterbukaan." or tary is _l-ﬂmﬁﬂ-
openncss. back. " men. has shown few sings that
But an emerging voice in “Mr. hrhmﬂh-h—u-’
Mdmumwbym”ﬁﬂm
“——-'———____“_—__
the Indoncsian milllary is sald potion that the state is | kand real opposition o his 25 year
to [avour a reduced ole for the  that these against me are rube.
army in civillan affairs. Ele-  against the state’s identity.” . Im recent years President
ments within this faction are  added Mr. Bratanata in an in- Subarte has achieved eco-
also said by Western diplomats  senicw with Depthnews. nomic success enough o ar-
here to oppese President ke his neighbour Lee
Subarto’s plans to run in the Last year. the E-m-mm-
next election. Minister for political and Se- Western-style pluralism is not
curity Affairs met with gov- @ requirement of national
Still. the limited freedom of ernment officials 10 discuss Progress. To affirm this. the
cxpression in Indonesia is  press freedom. They agreed 1o ™illtary has been able 10 insti-
quickly being outpaced by eco-  stop blacking out of forcign wilonalise its control over
nomic progress and material mﬂm:hpulh'pu- chvilian affatrs.
. nalists off stories. and stop Indonesia. an s land
“They are afraid to give us closing publications for jour nation of 190 milllon set in the
any sensitive slories.” said a  nalistic offences. South Pacific. keeps a tight hd
Human Rights. told Depthnews newspaper editor in Jakarta But when the Minister of on dissent. it s far removed
that basic rights like free referring to local reperters. Information retwrned from a fromm the totalftarian intoler
speech written into the Con- ‘Military rule is supreme.” trip abroad he was surprised ance of China or other Islamic

stitution have been “annulled
by common laws.”

In 1982 a clause was in-
cluded that legally permits 1he

One of Indonesia's leading
social critics said the stagna-
ton of progress towards more
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. President Suharios

Despite Peace Breakdown

Angola will Go Mul

by Keith Somerville 2

ti-party

ceded by an accord on the date
for elections and an end to all
foreign military help to the
two sides.

Then, in the run-up to the

" talks, both the MPLA and

UNITA seemed to add new
clauses. Luanda, which above
all clse wants an end to the
fighting, decided it must have
a definite ceasefire date.
UNITA on the other hand,
which wanis ton as a
legitimate political movement
and a date for elections within
a year of April 15, decided that
a ccasclire could wait. The
lcader ol the UNITA delcga-
tion, Jeremias Chitunda, Viee-

President to Savimbi, said on
arrival in Lisbon on Fcbhruary 4
that a ceasefire might have to
wait until all Cuban troops

frogn Angola.

were

This date had already been set
by the quadripartite agreement
which led to neighbouring

Namibia's indcpendence. All
Cubans arc cxpected to leave

by June. No ceaselire uniil
June would mean continuation
of the war.

Sudden UNITA concern
about the Cubans is strange as
the departure date for the

withdrawal has been known for
over a year and there is no
sign that the Cubans are drag-

ging their feet.

The UNITA statement can
only be seen as a tactic to put
greater pressure on the MPLA
to agree jo dates for the intm-
duction of a constitutionally
guaraniced multi-party system
and for national elections.

Whal seems to have
emerged once more from yet
another fruitless round of talks
is that the gulf between UNITA
and the MPLA in terms of trust
and ability 1o cooperatc is as
Ereal as ever.

The government dees not
want an clection date or Lhe
constitutional changes set in
stone before it has an interna-

Thcn':ﬁﬁ. a.person who
manages (0 make a century
on the earth, or sometimes
even more becomes listed
in the Guinness book of

mrecnrda. Praiseworthy isn't

Such was Carrie White,
who made it as the oldest
living person on earth.
Death however, did not sp-
are her also, but she will be
remembered as the person

_who could evade death for

such a long time. We mor-
tals on earth respect and
will remember her.

Any suggestion on ways
to prolong longevity also

deserves praise: Who
doesn't want a long life !
Zafar imam

Guishan, Dhaka.

A

t leap for
1 wWomen

Sir, The gap between
developed and developing
countries appear (o be
shrinking faster than esti-
mated to be. In this regard,
Bangladesh may be referred
to as one of the new cases,
not too late though, as one
more instance has been set
forth by the promotion of a
Bangladeshi woman to the
position ol Resident Repre-
sentative of UNDP; which

should be agreed upon by a
critic as a success of the
movement for liberation of
Muslim women, as an

achievement for the Third
world, as a milestone of
Universal Declaration of
Human Righis. and as a
giant leap for Bangalee
women (o date.

last veil of comservalive
attitude of thig Muslim

majorily country toward
women's roles in
traditionally men
dominated society in con-
irast (o weslern ones
where women have long
been preforming all types
of jobs — Skin Diving to
space walk.

Ascension to such a
covelable peosition with
creditable qualifications -
Business degree from USA
coupled with work experi-
ences from Indonesia and
Australia - entails solemn
duties ahead to develop

with b means (to
cover probable pro-
tives to insecticides and
roads to and
should deliver expected
hopes (o stand out as a bea-
con to the unfortunates
especially in the dark peri-
ods yel (o come.

tionally agreed ccasefire,

though it is willing o sign
agréeements on all three simul-

taneously.

wants pubhic tion of its
role in Angola's future
and an enforceable. interna-

ntﬂcﬁunﬂllt-smﬂu

peaceful litical process,
Mlﬁnmdﬁhm
over what final outcome they
want.

The US wants to give
UNITA as much of a chance to
oust the MPLA as possibie. At
one sitage it was being said by
sources close 1o the CIA in
Washington that the US
wanted to see the MPLA de-
feated before the Cubans with-
drew—thus humiliating them
m the way that the Americans
were humiliated in Saigon.

This position would dovetail
with the UNITA position that a
ceasefire should await a Cuban
withdrawal. Even if the MPLA
is not militarily defeated, a
Cuban withdrawal before the

end of the war would be some-

Sir, Of late there have
emerged so many snack-
bars or fast-food shops
along the thoroughfares of
Dhaka. A befitting sign for a
gml:f melropolis. But
mosi them sell paities,
burger, or ‘singara’ and
‘samosa’ as items of de-
mand. Bul, despite popu-
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MPLA and a settlement that
@ves the MPLA some infllucence
and access W0 government.
They do not want 1o be scen in

Alrica as pulling the rug out
from under the MPLA's feet

Nevertheiess, they

Portugal just seems to want
an end to the war and a chance
o enter into a more regular
political and. most importantly
economic relationship with fis
former colony. It has much to
fain from getting in on the
ground floor of any post-war
economic reconstruction .

 Angpla is one of
countries in Alriéa in. of

Even we see vans selling
lunch packs of 'Biryani'.
which is a rich food item.
good for occasions, net for
a regular habit. Why net
with poinis of better food
value, digesliveness elc.
sandwiches are also made
available al a deservingh
moderate price, Lo €

benefit of the working pub-




