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AL programme |

for March 7

tlangladcesh Awanmu Lcagne
has chalked out an claborate
programmc (o observe March
7. commemorating Banga-
bandhu's historic speech al
Suhrawardy Uddyan on the day
in 1971, reports (1SS,

According to tLhe pro
gramme, a public mecting will
be heid at 3 pm at Panthapath’

in the capital. Party chiel
Sheikh Hasina will address the
meeting.

Similar public meetings

woulld be held on the day in all
organisational districts of the
country

The tape of the historic
March-7 speech of Banga-
bandhu will be played at diller-
ent parts of the capital from
March 4. Party workers will
bri oul processions al all
wards in the capttal from
March 4 to March 6.

In the moming ol March 7
wreaths will be placed at the
poriraits of the father of the
nation al Bangabandhu Bhaban.
The national and organisational

flags will be hoisted a top all °

the offices of the party
throunghout the country to
mark the occasion.

JP meet
Sunday

An emergency meeting of
the central working commit-
tee of the Jatiya Party will be
held at 5 pm at ils temporary
office in Gulshan on tomorrow
(Sunday). reports BSS.

According to a party source
the Acting Chairman of the
party. Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury, has requested all con-
cerned to attend the meeting.

AL meet
March 5

A mecting of the presidents
and general secretaries of
Dhaka mohanagar, Gazipur,
Munshigonj., Manikgonj, Nara-
yangonj. Narshingdhi districts
and city Awami League will be
held at party Bangabandhu
Avenue Central Office at 11 am
on March 5, reports BSS.

Party chiel Sheikh Hasina
will address the meeting.

Party General Secretary
Begum Sajeda  Chowdhury re-
gquested all concerned to al-
tend the meeting,

JP calls tor
hartal at
Bhola

BHOLA Mar 1: Local unit of
Jatiya Party has called for a
dawn to dask hartal on March
3 {Sunday}, protesting alleged
vote rigging in eight centres of
Bhola-1 constituency. reports
UNDB.

The hartal call was glven at
a meeting of the District Jatiya
Party at Natun Bazar Square
this afternoon.

The meeling was presided
over by District Jatliya Party
President Abdul  Jabbar
Howladan

Sajeda condémns

terrorism

Awami League General Sec-
retary Begum Sajeda Chowd-
hury on Friday condemned and
protested against the terror let
loose on their workers by the
BNP men during the celebra-
tions of their victory at differ-
ent places, reports BSS. \

She said. since the conclu-
sion .of the voling the BNP men
had been assaulting her party
workers at Mirpur, Moham-
mad pur, Demra, Lalbagh. Su-
trapur, Sabujbagh. Golapbagh.
Sankar, Royerbazar, Islampur,
Malibagh. Khilgaon, Tejgaon,
Shahjahanpur and other places
of the country.

She called upon the admin-
istration o take proper stcps
le stop such terrorist activi-
tics. At the same time, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury called upon
the pro-liberation democralic
forces to resist united such
evil design and carry forward
the march towards establish-
ing democracy.

Our Kishoreganj correspon-
dent adds: Awami League on
Friday staged demonstration
and rally in the town to protest
whal they called as "terrorism’”

by the IBNP workers.
The rally held in front ol Al

office said that if the authority
did not take measures Lo
rheck such incidents, AL
workers would face the BNP
workers’ "hooliganism”.

Benazir greets
Khaleda, Hasina

KARACIHII, Mar 1: Pakistan's
Benazir Bhutto, theé [irst
clected woman prime minister
in the Muslim world, congratu-
lated Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina today for winning the
mos! seats in elections. report
Reuter

"As a Muslim woman I fm:l
especially proud to see the
achievement of Begum Zia and

sh:-ihh Hasina, " she said.

Sadek Hossaln Khoka thc BNP candidate whn defeated Al lhlf‘[ ‘:-hrikh Hasina in Ketwali-Sutrapur mnsuumnw in

Wednesday's parliamentary election leading a victory procession in the city Friday.

Polhng free and fair
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names [rom the electoral roll
and a small number of
personation’ attempts, many
of which were frustrated by
the par gents and the
polling ﬂf‘;]cl . But they ob-
served the party agents did not
accuse each other of organis-
ing these offences.

Peter Shore said that they
had also got some evidence of
the clumsy  insertion into
February 1990 registcr of
blocks of names and addresses
of people who do net exist.
llowever, no use was made of
this bogus vote since nobody
turned up to claim them and
as such those had no effect on
the results, he observed.

He said that the counting
that they had observed were
undertaken in an orderly way
and the fligurcs of votes cast
were tallied with the numbers
the party agenits kept. |

I'cler Shore said he had no
hesitation to say that [rom
their experience of the polls
this was an exemplary c¢lec-
tion, a free and fair excrcise of
[ranchise by pcopic of
Rangladesh.

About their observations ol
the actual conduet of the
siding officials and their staffl
and ol the police, BDR and
Bangladesh Army. he said,
their behavior at the polling

pre- .

stations made it pluin to the
obscrvers team that the civil
and military authorities were
catirely neutral in the clection
and the security men were
there simply 1o maintain law
and order and not to favour any
party.

Later the other members of
the team Andrew Bennect,
Martin Brandon Bravo and
David Wilshire replied to the
questions of the journalists.
Among the MPs two are Labour
and two belong to Conservative
Party. -

When asked about the alle-
gation of riggings raised by the
Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina Peter Shore
said, he did not want to make
any commenl against any one
but added the clection proce-
durc was almost similar to that
ol British eclection system. For
democratic world Peter Shore
said, there are many lessons to
learn from this election.

Mr Martin Brandon who
alsv came to Bangladesh 1o
oversee the 1986 parliamcen-
tary election said that there
was a gull of difference be-
tween the clections of 1986
and that of 1991, lle said the
1986 clection was highly
rigged, unfair and a practice ol
corruption. He termed 1986
clection as an 'organised cor-
rption .

Japanese Diet team

e six members Japanesec
1 )iet observer group apprecialed
that in the main the elections,
under the carctaker gov-
ernment were conducted in a
Iree, [air and orderly manner.

Addressing a Press conlfer-
ence Friday morning at Hetel
Sonargaon, the Japanese team
leader Hiroichi Fukuda® of
Liberal Democratic Party said
the election was a "substantial
step loward” democratic pro-
cess In Bangladesh.

About the presence of law
enforcing agencymen al
polling centres, he said thev
were guarding the centres in o
well-disciplined manncr.
There arc no evidence that
they were up to anything other
than maintaining law and
order.

Fukuda read out a satale-
ment and said that he was im-
pressed by the cooperative atti-
tude among the election agents
representing different political
parties. He said that the ob-
scrver group visited 21 polling
centres in Dhaka,
Mymensingh and Naravanganj
and found many NGO groups
obscrving  the elections on
thetr own which was a reflec
ton of enthusiasm for a e
and lair election

Replying to a question
about the allegation ol Awami
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l.eague Prestdent Sheikh
fasina she said that they did
not believe that there was any
rigging in the clecdons.

SAARC, NGO group

The 30 member non-gov-
ernment observer group from
four SAARC countries in their
first-hand report. released
Friday stated that the elections
were conducted in substantial
conformily with the clecloral
lawsy, and procedures ol
Bangladesh and in a peaceful,
fair lree atmosphere,

Meet local observers

Some  foreign polls’ ob-
scrvers on Friday met with the
members ol Liberty Forum and
Institute of Human Rights and
Afllairs and said the poll was
freec and fair.

Among the observers were
Peiwer Shore, lormer Pakistani
chiefl justice Durab Patel and
former Indian chiel justice
Krishnan lyer.

Present among the lorum
and institlute members were

Justice Abdur Rabhman
Chowdhury. Dr M Innas Ali.
Justice Abdul Malek,

Khondokar Mahbubuddin, Dr
M A Nascr. Dr Md Yousul Al
loluurak Hoessan, Protl Shahed
Ali MA Monaimen, Barrister
Mahtuzul 1laq,
'oer Faruq Mahmud and
Advocatec SM Fakruddin.

Hasina's call
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Holy Shab-e-Barat to-
day(Saturday), the Awami
l.cague President urged the
people to seek divine blessings
for removing all wrongs, injus-
tice, hunger, poverty. depriva-
tion and exploitation.

Hasina said corruption, in-
justice and non-islamic activi-
tics plagued the entire nation
following 15 years ol autocratic
rule. :

She wished the holy night
would bring prosperity and
freedom for all.

The Awami Lecague chiel
also called for the withdrawal
of all Isracli troops from the
Arab lands and bringing per-
manenl peace in the Middle
East through restoration of an
independent Palestine State.

The eity unit of Awami
League will hold a milad mahfil
on Lhe occasion of lloly Shab-
c-l3aral.

Shahabuddin
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view that elections were held
in a free, fair, neutral and
peacelul manner. The Commo
nwealth observer group, the
National Democratic Institute
of the United States, the
Japanese observer team and
the European Parliament obs-
crver group have mentioned
the eclections as an un-
precedented example to follow
in the country, he added.

Praising the role of demo-
cratic minded people, the
Election Commission and the
officers and employees in-
volved in the holding of the
election, Justice Shahabuddin
said they had earned apprecia-
tion from all quarters for their
undiring efforts. He said, mem-
bers of police, ansar, BDR and
mobile army units deployed for
maintaining law and order
performed their duties sin-
cerely and honestly.

Justice Shahabuddin said
the union parishads and the
pourasavas which had been
given collective responsibili-
ties under an ordinance
helped maintain peace and
order in their respective arcas.

The Acting President con-
gratulated all those funclionar-
ies who extended eooperation
in smooth holding of elections.
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Iraqi, Allied commanders
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they (Iragis) realise that the
best way, or the best peaceful
relationship.
take matters in their own
hands and make a new lease
on life.”

British Prime Minister John
Major said the world should
treat Iraq as a pariah as long as
Saddam remained in power.

*We very much hope that
his own people will deal with
him in the way he so justly de-
serves,” he told Parliament in
London.

Arab political analysis sa
Egypt, Syria and the six Gulf
Arab states who have troops in
the coalition force will be un-
able to deal in future with a
Baghdad ruled by Saddam.

"We do not want to mcet
him anymore or see his facc
again,” a senior Egyptian ofli-
cial said in Cairo.

But analysis warn that Sad-
dam will not easily admit de-
fcat and leave power quietly.

Reports [rom Baghdad say
Iraqis arc also beginning to
question Saddam’s leadership
in private and that debate will
intensily as the delcated army
trickles home in disarray.

But for the last two days
ncw songs have been broadcast
telling the world and Iraqis
that Saddam is still a popular
leader and will remain in
power.

Away, Genecral Norman
Schwarzkopl, Allied Comman-
der in the Gull, is expected to
lead the coalition team
charged with settling the last
military issues ol the war at
talks with the Iraqis.

Iraq has agreed to the talks
but their timing and location
has still to be sel.

Although Bush said he
wanied to bring American’s
fighting force back home as
quickly as possible, White
[louse spokesman Marlin Fi-
tzwaler played down thoughts
of an overnight withdrawal.

*Don’t delude yoursell,~
Fitzwater said. “It took seven
months to get in and it's going
lo take a lot of months to get
out.”

Bush said he was pleased by
the quick Iragi response o his
48-hour deadlince for agree-
ment on a meeting to arrange
an cxchange ol war prisoners,
US and Kuwaiti detainees and
other military aspects ahead of
a lormal end to the war.

e prediclted conflidently
that Baghdad would now com-
ply with all Allied demands.

According to AFP: Bush also
said Thursday he was con-

i« 1 go on and

vinced Iragi forces that owver-
ran Kuwait August 2 would
have invaded Saudi Arabia as
well if the United States had
not deployed a massive force
o protect the Kingdom.

Bush's statement came dur-
ing a photo session with Lhe
Saudi Ambassador, Prince
Bandar Ben Sultan, who agreed
with the President.

The DBritish Commander in
the Gulf said in Riyadh Friday,
up to a year could be required
to repatriate the 40,000 Bri-
tish troops in the Gull with
their material.

French Foreign Minister
Pierrc Joxe sald Thursday, his
country is rcady to rapidly
withdraw its 14,000 troops
from the Gull or alternatively
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leave them to help keep the
pcace under U N leadership.

Meanwhile, President Fran-
cois Mitterrand called for el
forts to lay the foundations of a
just peace for all. within the
framework of the United Na-
tions, once conditions for a
lasting ceasefire were met.

Mcanwhile, Iraqi Foreign
Minister Tareq Aziz today
called for the immediatc,
withdrawal of US led forces in
southern Iraq and accused
them of persisting in attacks.

AFFP says, in a broadcast on
official Iraqi radio, monitored
in London by the BBC, Aziz said
Allicd forces necar southern
Iraqi towns are making attacks
incompatible with the cease-
firc.

A I'{uw?alll famlly walhs lhrnugh the {uurtyan:l of

the office of the Emir ol Kuwail
February 28 surveying the damage caused by

Lroops.

In Kuwail City

—AFP photo.
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Menon's call to
refrain from

raising allegation

By Staff Correspondent
Workers” Party General

Secretary
| has felicitated the interim gov-

ermment and the election
Commission for holding (ree

- and [air election.

in a statement on Friday
Menon sald February 27 polls

was the frst neutral election

in post-independence Ban-:

Hailing BDegum Khaleda Zia,
lcader of the victorious [INP,
the Workers Party leader
hoped that all would come
forward to transfer power w0 a
sovereign parliament and
establish an accountable gov-
ernment in line with the
modalities of November 19,

- 1990 signed by the three al-

liances.

He urged all concerned to
respect the verdict of the peo
ple reflected through the polis
and refrain from marring Lhe
aumosphere by raising allega
tdons. He also hoped that the

: three alllances will lollow Lhe

agreement and fulfill the de-
mands ol different classes and
professional groups raised dur-
ing the ninc-year democratic
movement.

31 pc votes
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Of the wtal votes cast, BNP
got 1,02,70,321 while AL
1,.01,68,.366, JP 38.19.R87
and Jamaal 38,.32.381. The to-
tal number of voles cast
throughout the couniry was
3.30.51.1386.

The division-wise break-
down of the turnout of voters
is as follows:

In Dhaka division. BNP 39"

pcr cent, AL 35 per cent. JP B
per cent and DKSAL 2 per
cenl.
voles was cast al 7247 polling
centres of 90 constituencies

In Chittagong division, BNP
31 per cent, Al. 31 per cent,
JP 15 per cent and Jamaat 7
per cent

In Rajshahi,
cent, Al. 256 per cent, Jamaat
20 per cent and JP 16 per
cent. In Rajshaht division, NP
candidates won 27 scats, while
JP 1B, AL 16 and Jamaal
seven. Out of 1.47 8].202
voles, 90,76.930 were casl.

In Khulna division Al bagged
J2 per cent voles as against 27
per cent by BNP, 16 per cent
by Jamaat and cight per cent
by JP. BNI” bagged 26 seats, AL
20. Jamaat 8 and JP one. Of
1.19.59,.756 votes, 69.50.403
were cast at 4573 polling
centers ol 60 constituencies

Post-poll clashes

3 girls among
14 injured in
Chittagong

CIUHTTAGONG, Mar 1: At
least ten persons were injured
in a clash between the workers
of two rival political partics at
Ramu upazila headquarters of
Cox's Bazar district this

evening, police said here.

The injured persons werc
given first aid at Ramu hospi-
tul. Both Awami League and
Jamaat-e-Islami blamed each
other for the clash in which
bombs were ecxploded and
brick bats exchanged.

In another incident:
persons, including three gi
were admitled to Chiitngnni
Mcdical College Hospital wi
injuries following post-poll vio-
lences in Chittagong Friday,
hospital sources said.

Ershad
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The JP leader demanded
immediate release ol Ershad
and said "the former President
proved his popularilty by win-
ning all the live seats he con-
tested.”

Mizan Chowdhury, who suf-
fered his first ever clectoral de-
feat since 1954 in Wednesday's
clection from his home con-
stituency (Chandpur—4), also

'Fﬂur

' hinted he might contest the

parliamentary bye-election
from Rangpur.

Accepting his defeat grace-
fully, the JP Acting Chairman
said “this is the verdict of the
people which 1 aceept wilthout
any reservation”.

Results would have been dil-
ferent il the Jatiya Party can-
didates were given the rightful
lacilitiecs as enjoyed by other
political parties, he said.

Jatlya Party secured the
third position despite all odds,
the Acting JP Chafrman said
and thanked the print media

for giving coverage (o his
party.
France
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port and ([riendship to the

people of Bangladesh, the
- man said France noted
Lt the clections were held
' satisfactorily” and that
the political parties were

able 1o their views. “It
ismmlﬂmﬂuﬂullt

a democralic manner”,
press relcase added.

A total of 97,70.137

BNP 26 per |
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US troops’ return to take six
months

WASHINGCTON, Mar |: Defense

Inek !

Cheney
rmymusmammmdmwm

"within the next couple

more than hall of the

within 10 weeks. reports AP.

of weeks ~
cautioned that 1t could take six months io

K:E-ut Defense Department

But the sccretary
the

complete
have said they hope to
7.000 American troops home

Allied POWs in good condition

ROME. Mar |: The lhallan Red Cross has been told that all
allied prisoncrs of war held by lraq are In good condition. De-

fense Minister Virginie

said Friday The inflormation

was given to [taly by the head of the Algerian Red Creseemt
who just returned from lraq. reports AP

Bush ends ban on contacts

WELLINGTON, Mar |:

New Zraland Prime Minister Jim

Bolger and US President George [hush spoke 10 each ather by
telephone today . ending Washington's seven-year ban on such
contact. The phone call was the first contact between a New
Zealand Prime Minister and a US President since the former
Labour government wok office in 1984, reports AFP

Iran to send Iraq food

NICOSIA, Mar |: Iran is prepared 1o send food 1o Irag, its

lowe in the 1980—88 war,
reported Friday

the Islamic
The first shipment will include powdered

Republic News Agency

miltk. baby ft'u.'-d flour. ecooking ofl and frit. The agenecy  mont
tored in Nicosia, said UN Secrectary General Javier Perez de
Cuellar was informed of Iran's deciston, reports AP

Six new ministers in USSR

MOSCOW, Mar |:

The Supremé Soviet legislature Friday

confirmed the appointment of six more Cabinet members
nominated by President Mikhail S. Gorbachev. the Tass news
agency said. Gorbachev on Tuesday nominated 23 people to
his new Cabinet. Among those confirmed Friday were Justice
Minister Sergel Lushchikov and Agriculture Minister Vyach-

eslav Chernotvanov, On Thursday

. Defense Mindster Dmitry

Yazov and KGB chiel Viadimir Kryuchkov were among 11
nominees confirmed, reports AP

Three rebels killed in Lanka

COLOMBO. Mar It Three Tamil separatist Guerilias and a
civilan were killed in northern Sri Lankan in separate
clashes between security forces and rebels. miltary sources
said today. Three fighters of the liberatton Tigers of Tamil
Eelam were shot dead and two wounded in an ambush by
troops at Kurumbasetty in northern Jaffna distriet on

Thursday, reports Reuter,

Iraq's defeat
concerns Soviets

MOSCOW, Mar |: Iraq's dc
feat tn the Gull War is cansing
new  concern among Soviet
gencrals about how to respond
to the advanced weaponry used
by the US-led military forces.

"What happened in Kuwait
and Iraq neccessiates a review
of the attitude to army air de-
fcnee and the country's entire
air defence system.” said De-
fence Minister Marshal Dmitri
Yazov.

The bulk of Iraq's weapons
were made by the Soviets. but
Yazov said deficiencics in So-
viet arms were not to blame
for aghdad's defeal

"As concerns the quality of

Khaleda
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civil administration and the
secuirity services for perform-
ing their responsibilitics.

She said through the ballots
pecople had cntrusted their
confidence in BNP.

She thanked the whole
democratic world for their as-
surance to support establish-
ment of demecracy in
Bangladesh.

She strongly refuted the al-
legations of any rigging in the
elcctions and urged all demoe-
racy-loving people to show re-
straint and respect to the peo-
ple's desire.

UNB add: Asked i she con-
sidered Jamaal-e-Islami as a
nalionalist force, Begum Zia
said those who believe in in-
dependence and sovereignty of
the country and have relation
with this soil are all nationalist
forces.

About the form of govern-
ment. Begum Zia said the issue
would be decided in parlia-

menl. A referendum is also
necded in this regard. she
acdded.

Sir Peter Shore, leader of
the Dritish Parliamentary
Election Observation cam, on
Friday met Begum Zia.

The discussion, held In a
cordial atmosphere, focussed
on bilateral and international
issues, party sources said.

Shore congratulated Begum
Zia for her party's vielory in
Wednesday's gencral clection.

Barrister Rafiq
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Press Club Rafiqul Islam Miah
said about 200 supporters of
Jahangir Alam attacked him
when he wenl o visit
Hyderabad centre at about 12
noon.

|le received forehead, arm
and leg injuries and was given
first aid at a hospital. lis
forchead, right arm and leg
were bandaged when he was
addressing the conlerence.

He lodged a case under
Section 324 (atiempl W mur-
der) with Muradpur police

Rafiqul Islam Miah, who
d feated Jahangir Alam by
|500 voies, sald he could have
won with greater margin il the
Al. candidate had nol resorted
o viclence.

Soviet military technology that
happened to be in the Iragl
am':nll. it was the least of the
causes,” the Defence Ministry
newspaper Red Star on Friday
quoted Yazov as saying without
elaborating.

The war showed the Soviet
air defence system “has weak
spots,” said Yazov.and the mili-
tary will hold a conference to
discuss the advanced tegh-
nologies used by the US-led
coalition in the war,

He spoke during legislative
hearings Thursday and his re-
marks were reprinted by Red
Star. He did not mention Lhe
destruction of Iraq's Soviet-
made tanks or other weapons
in the six-weck war.

On February 12. Red Star
carried an article by a former
Soviet military adviser to Iraq,
12 Col Viadimir V Golovko, who
said the Allied forces in the
Gulfl had extcnsive intelligence
on Iraqi armamenis,

He also said Iraq was hold-
ing some air defences In re-
scrve and had weaponry that
was less up-to-date than US
warplanes.

"And as for Soviel missile
launchers and equipment
supplied to countries. inglud-
ing those in the Middle East,
they can unfortunately be em-
ployed for chemical and bac-
terfological warfare.” analysts
Andrei Kortunov and Alexet
lzyumov wrole in an article on
the Soviet military-industrial

mplex.

ere has been little Soviet
comment on lragq's use of So-
viet-made Scud missiles and
launchers 1o attack ecivilian
targets in Isracl and Saudi Ara
bia

The analysts, quoting Wesl-
ern figures. reporied Lhe So-
viet Union has a 28 per cenl
share of the world arms export
trade and that 32 per eenl of
Soviet armamenis go the Third
World.

They said lh:. Kremlin does
not always eolleet on the lahl
however.

"For example. Algena. Iraq.
Libya and Syria repayed only
23 billion dollars out of more
than 45 billlon dollars In So-
viet credits for military tech-
nology by January |. 1988°

the analysts said

Kaifu
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cess in Bangladesh.
He said Japan has demon-

straled keen interest in the
democralic process in Dhaka.
For this a parllamentary dele-
gation has also been sent o
Bangladesh to observe elec-
tion, he added.

Kaifu hoped that the sue-
cessful democratic proeess
would further strengthen the
existing friendly relations be-
twreen Lhe two countries.

The Japanesc mier re-
called his visit o Dangladesh
in May last and the musing re-
ception accorded to bim by

Bangladeshi people.



