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Dhaka Day by Day

by Fayza Haq

her work. Art connoisseurs will recall her ar-

There are more focets to Mrs. Asma Kibria
than just being a charming hostess and a car-
ing mother. She is an artist who has presented
fe in Bangladesh to the world outside by
working simply and diligently during her spare
hours.

Mrs Kibria 1s much more than a Sunda
painter. She has worked from daybreak to mid-
day to improve on her style and to present her

sittons in a more delectable manner. It
has said about Mrs. ** Kibria's painting by
mo less a per-
son than Zai
nul Abedin in
'66. during an
RCD exhibi-
tion when she
first met the
great artisi
"No. no, you
shouldn’t stop
| sec move:-
ments and
promise in
your lines.
Qamrul Has
san. who
spoke at her
displays iIn
‘81, also
prai:ed the
pain! 'r as one
with a [uturre
and determi
nation. The
artist naturally
treasures
these com-
ments as il
has not becn
easy for her 1o
put in long
hours ef work
with her busy |
schedule as a
diplomats
wife.

Yel the
artist's preoc-
cupation with |
her paielte
and canvas has
helped her Fll
many ecmply |
hours. when
her children |
were away stu- |

dying, and her -

ray ol eucalyp

Of Eucalyptus and Paddy Fields

tus trees which entered her can-

vas while her husband had been posted in Can

berra.

She does not rush in for the gaudy

but she

loves her work to be throbbing with cheerful

feminine cohurs such as llacs and
lteve colour i1s lfe” was her cons

valtion.

nks. "1 be-
red obser-

Mrs. Kibria's style has been progressing. as
she insisted vehemently herscll. She no longer

limits herselfl
to the Im-
pressionism.
She has ven-
tured boldly
into the world
of the Ab-
siract and the
semi Abstract.
ls she not a
bit wary of the
uninitiated
onlookers not
ocomprehendi
ng her Ab-
stract efforts?
"I tell people
you don't ne-
cessarily have
to find a defi
nite meaning

in a painting.
'he same
picce of art

will have vari-
ous meanings
and hold
memories of
different sorts
for individual
viewers. Every
picture docs
not have 1o
tell an obvious
story that
could be spelt
out and re-
corded.

As she
changed her
style and
themes. what
held her ex-
positions to-
| gether were
the "unifying
factor ol the

:::::l:ﬂy wfl' A serene smile of confidence from Mrs. Asma Ribria :::jﬂh ’:EI:F:
work. Paint- - Star photo works.,” she

ing. however. was not her passive pastime.
Painting and singing has been in her family for
years. | might have gone in for vocal music. |
have sung Rabindra Sangeets and Nazrul Geetis
at sofrees abroad. It is just that living overscas
I've had very little opportunity to improve on
my singing to any professional standard. |
dared not venture into somecthing tricky and
messy as sculpture because acrylic and oil
paints were so much easicr to manipulate.”
The artist has always been inspired and in-
fMluenced by the French Impressionistic paint-
ers in all her exhibitions held in Bangladesh.
"*Masicrs like Manet and Monetl are so easy to
fall in love with. Moreover my first teacher was
a French painter who himsell was a great
French Impressionist lover.” she commented
about her style.
She has progressed {rom the picturesque
and idyllic presentations of flowers to the

semi-abstract compositions of Nature, bringing
and rivers. At times, she ex-
plained. “I've used photographs to develop my
themes, as in Bangkok™. It has always been her
surroundings that have egged her on to perfect

in clouds, the sky

Tajuls death
anniversary

The All Party Student Unity
(APSU) on Friday obscrved the

sixth death annfversary of CP3 Acting
leader Tajul Islam. reports
UNB.

Tajul, a labour leader. was
killed at Adamjee Jute Mills by
armed hooligans on the day in
1985.

said. Figure drawing excited her but it was Na-
ture that sent her repcatedly to the canvas. In
no way will she permit her paintings to stultify
and stagnate despite her social and domestic
chores and schedules.

The painter has held three solo exhibitions
in Bangladesh in ‘72, 79 and '81. She has had)
three displays in Bangkok between ‘83 and '980.
Canberra and Islamabad have viewed her can-
vascs too. She has also ventured into group ex-
hibitions at Geneva. Washington. Canberra and

Bangkok.

A mother of two grown children., with 36
years of successful marriage behind her. Mrs.
Kibria with her unassuming manner and gentle
ways. is lucky enough to have a husband who
backs her all the way. "I enjoy sharing the glo-
ry.” Mr. S. M. Kibria beamed from the cane
chair nearby. Even the subtle yellow ochre sari
and muted bejwelled ecarrings spoke of her in-
herent feminine qualities and serenity.

President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmad in Friday
said the real practice of the
eternal values of Islam in per-
sonal and social life would
bring unbounded welfare for
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Tolerance can help
establish democracy

the country and the nation,
reports [3SS.

Islam teaches tolerance and
politeness enabling us to adopt
the way of truth and justice
because Islam is the religion of
peace and welfare, the Acting

 President said adding it would

also make our march towards
democracy.

He said we should be active
in building our country and
and hoped that the
Holy Shab-e-Barat would
awaken in ourselves the sense
of self-realisation, responsibil-
ity, dutifulness and tolerance
with others. .

The Acting President also
wished that the Holy Shab-e-
Barat would bring endless
blessings of Allah for the dis-
tressed, orphans and the poor
pcople of the country as we
always seek the mercy of the
Almighty.

Kindness to the living being
is the holy teaching of Islam
and keeping this in mind. we
should devote ourselves more
and more to the service of the
distressed people. he said.

The Acting President said
the Holy Shab-e-Barat has
brought the opportunity ol
gaining endless blessings of
the Almighty Allah and he
prayed to the Almighty for the
gradual wellare and prosperity
of the country and the Muslim
Ummah on this Holy night.

Boy killed in
road mishap

By SSMCH Correspondent

One boy was killed on
Thursday a minibus hit a
rickshaw near Sayedabad
bridge on Dhaka-Chittagong
road. '

Emran Hossain (7) who was
riding the rickshaw with his
father died on the spot.

A case has been registered

with Demra police. The body
| was taken to Mitford Hospital.

Railway Central

Diesel Workshop

to be installed

By Staff Correspondent

The construction of Central
Dicscl Workshop ol Bangladesh
Railway at Parbatipur at an es-
timated cost of about Taka
203.06 crore is likely o be
complcied by the of the
yuar,

The workshop is expecied
to begin its trial production
from January.1992. The pro-
ject taken with Taka 106 crore
foreign cxchange component
also included construction of
201
modaltion, which has already
been completed.

Till now Lhe government
has spent a total of Taka 66.60
crore for implementation ol
the project, according lo a
Bangladcsh Railway press re-
lcasc.

Al present, construction
works of main workshop
building, main storcs bullding,
adminisiralion buillding and
somc othcers are going on in
full swing. So [ar purchase
orders for 675 Htlcms of ma
chincry and cquipment have
been placed |

Forly llcms have alrcady
arrived al the project site and
another 432 ilems have becn

shipped
On compleltion Lthe work-
shop will caler Lo the need of

most csscntial hcavy repairing
and maintenance of dicsel lo
comolives of Bangladesh Rail

This  will help increase
availability ol train enginc for
Bangladesh Railway substan-

tially.
Scerctary Railway Division
and Dircector General ol

Bangladesh Railway, Nurul
Momen Khan, recently visited
the under-construction work-
shop of the railway.

Plea to bring
Siraj Sikder's
killers to book

The Shaheed Siraj Sikdar
Smriti Sangsad de-
manded of the government
constitution of a neutral en-
quiry commission to bring into
book the killers of Siraj
Sikdar, reports BSS.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the President of Smriti
Sangsad, Dr.Nazmul Hugq
Sikder also demanded imme-
diate arrest for interrogation ol
the on duty police officers of
that period.

He refereed to the state-
ment made by the then Prime
Minister Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman as to "where was Siraj
Sikder today" and said thc
Smriti Sangsad would filc a
case in this connection.
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Japanese parliamentary observers group seen addressing a Press conference to highlight their findings during elections.
They termed the polls as fair. -

Involvement of 50 pc women
in youth programmes planned

A comprehensive pro-
gramme has been undertaken
to increase participation of
women upto 50 per cent In
the youth development sha-
mes, official sources said in
Dhaka on Friday.

The programme is a part of
a comprehensive plan [for
youth development under the
Fourth Five-Year Plan.

According to the 199]
Census Report, youth consti-
tutes more than 30 per cent of
total population of Bangladesh
with an inereasing trend in
sharcs of this group in tota
population. '

About 85 per cenl of the
youth live in rural areas, over-
whelming majority of them
neither attend any academic
institutions nor have much op-
portunity to learn skills suit-
able for productive activities.
Most of them are handicapped
with scvere poverty. limited
education. training and em-
ployment and thus remain out-
side the main stream ol devel-
opment. Consequently they
often develop regressive social
attitude and values and sufler
from deep frustration causing
threat to harmonious social
order. On Lthe other hand. the
vasi poicntial, vigour and vital
ity of the youth can be turned
into a great productive force il
organized and mobiliscd prop-
crly.

In recognition of the faci
that disciplined, properly or
ganized and trained youth can
take part and make significant

Works of Teesta closure
dam was completed on Febru-
ary 15, a BWDB press relcasc
said in Dhaka reports BSS.

With the completion of the
closure dam the flow of the
Tecsta river will be divered
towards the barrage already
completed in August 1990, the
release said.

Another big component of
the project is the canal with a
34 km main canal, with four
thousand km canal system.
The work of excavation ol the
main canal is going on in full

swing and is expected to be
completed by June 91. Work
on some of the bridges and
hydraulic structures has al-

Works of Teesta
barrage end

been completed and the
rest is scheduled for comple-
tion by December this year.
The remaining work of the
Teesta barrage irrigation pro
ject include a 8-vent 110 me-
tre long canal regulator, 5 km
drainage channels and 80 km
flood embank nents. Thesc

works will be comleted by
1994-95,

Thirty three upazilas of the
greater Rangpur, Dinajour and
Bogra districts will be directly
benefited by the project. When
completed 2,36,000 acres of
land of the area will be pro-

tected from floods while
15.12,000 acres will get
drainage facilities and

More thundershower likely

By Staff Correspondent

Light rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary
gusty winds is likely to occur at one or two places over Dhaka,
Rajshahi and Khulna divisions and the regions of Sylhet,

Comilla and Noakhali.

Weather is likely remain mainly dry

elsewhere over the

country. Day temperature likely to remain ncarly unchanged

over the country. .
Rain /thu

ershower occurred at many places over Dhaka

and Khulna divisions and at one or two places over Rajshahi

and Chittagong divisions.

Rainfall recorded are: Khulna 2 cm, Jessore, Satkhira.
Rajshahi, Dhaka and Faridpur [ cm each.

Thursday's westerly low persists over Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and adjoining arca. Another low lics over West Bengal and ad-
joining Bangladesh. Seasonal low persisis over south bay.

The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6.02.pm and rises on

Sunday at 6.30 am.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Little change. Extended
" outlook for another five days weather may improve.

The highest maximum tempe
celsius at Teknafl and the lowest

recorded at 32.0 degree

rature on Friday was

minimum of 14.4 degree at Mymensingh.
Temperature and humidity of some cities and towns

recorded on Friday are:
City/town

max
Dhaka , 27.8
Chittagong 30.5
Khulna 27.0
Rajshaht 27.8
Cox's Bazar 30.5

Temperature in celsius

Humidity{(96)
min 9 am 6 pm
18.4 77 77"
20.4 69 60
18.5 91 65
16.6 B6 71
21.0 55 69

The maximum temperature of some internationas cities:

Delhi
Karachi 29 °
Calcutta 28

24 degrees celstus

08

Beijing
32

Colombo

!
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By Staff Correspondent

contributions to the develop
ment process, the government
has placed due importance to
youth devclopment pro-
grammes in order to facilitate
their participation in orga-
nized activities leading o their
physical, mental. social and
ceonomic development.

The Ministry of Youth
Development was created in
December 1978 and subse-
quently the Department of
Youth Development was estab-
lished in 1981 to provide uni-
fied direction and coordination
to youth development pro-
grammes.

The beginning

Independent youth devel-
opmenl programmes under
the Ministry of Youth Develop-
ment started first with the
Two Year Plan (1978-80).
During the Two Year Plan an
amount of Tk 9.50 crorec was
provided for Youth Develop-

ment Programmes, out ol
which Tk 7.01 crorce was
utilized and 36 200 unem-

ployed were trained in differ
ent fickds,

in the Sccond Five Year
Plan (1980 X5) an amount o!

Tk 26 crore was allocated for
Youth Development Progra-
mmes. Out of which Tk 19.60
crore was utilised. Appr-
oximately 42,000 unemployed
vouth received training in
diffcrent fields during this
pcriod and 2,999 trained
youths started self-employ-
monl projects.

In the Third Five Year Plan
(1985-90), an amount of Tk17
crorc was allocated for youth
devclopment activities. A new
project cntitled "Upazila
Resource Development and
Employment Project” (URDED)
aiming poverty alleviation
among the youth wirough sell
employment was included
since July 1988 outside the
TFYP project portfolio. So far,
7 upazilas have come under
this project in two phases. An
additional amount of Tk 7
crore was allocated for imple-
mentation of this project.
During the TFYP period. fol-
lowing projects were taken up
for implementation:

1. Skill Development Trai-
ning for Unemployed Youth:

it. Support for Scll-em-
ployment Activities for the
Trained Youth:

iff. Youth Motivation, Publi-
cation and Award, and

iv. Upazila Resource Deve-
lopment and Employment
Project (URDEP) Phase-1 & II.

Fourth Plan objectives

The major objective of the
sub-sector development Pro-
gramme during the Fourth Five
Year Plan would be to organize
and mobilize the Youth
properly in order to enable
them to participate eflective in
national development. Some of
the specific objectives of youth
devclopment programmes dur-
ing the period would be as fol-
lows:

L+tn increase the participa-
tion of women upto 50 per
cent in the youth development

programmes,
{i. to alleviate poverly

among the Iynulh through in-
creascd sell-employment pro-

4

grammes.

. to equip the youths with
working skill and suitable
training in technical. voea-
tlonal and prolessional ficlds,
and

. v. to organize youth groups
and motivate them (o assist
community development
through Voluntary Youth Orga-
nizations (VYOs).

Since education and train-
ing is onc of the basic needs
for developing human capabili-
tes. emphasis would be placed
on proper education and train-
ing in varfous prolessions
within the broad framework ol
h'umr‘ eSO e fit‘i’t‘ll’ipl‘llﬂﬂ'
during the plan period. In
order 1o realize the objeciives,
effectives mecasures would be
Laken 1o ensure cooperation
and coordination among var-
ous ministries and strengthen
NGOs involvement on a selee-
tive basis. More organized
training of youth for employ-
ment would be under taken
along with training pro-
grammes organized in cooper-
ation with the privale sector in
order to meet the eflective
needs of the private sector.
Training would also be im-
parted through educational in-
stitutions for transforming
students as social workers and
catalytic agents for desired
changes, Within the above
broad [framework, the follow-
ing strategies would be em-

|-||.Hizl:d:
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. programmes of group
training for the uncmployed
youlhs in differemt trades and
follow-up credit factlities for
income generating activities

ii. 50 per cenl women
trainces in all training pro-
grammecs o ensure adequale
participation of women.

ili. emphasis on modern
and non-traditional areas of
training with emphasis on op-
timal use of cxisting training
facilities and creation of se-
lected new factilities for en-
hancing training infrastruc-
ture.

tv. training and credit pro-
grammcs to motivate youths to
take-up sell-employment both
in rural and urban arcas and

v. moltivation of youths iIn
community development.

—Khaleda hails
liberation of

Kuwait
Chielfl of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) Begum

Khaleda Zia on Thursday
night expressed her deep sat-
isfaction over the liberation of
Kuwail. reports BSS.

Congratulating the people of
Kuwait, the BNP chief called
upon the Muslim hations of the |
world inclhiding the countries
in the Middle East maintaln
mutual good relattons among
them. a party press release
sl

| Poll campaign in Kushtia,

Munshiganj in full swing

The campaigh for parlia-
menlary elections in
Munshiganj-3 and Kushtia-2
constitucncics, earlier si-
poned due to death of two
candidates, were now in full
swing. reports UNB.

The spectacular success of
BNP in Wednesday's country-
wide polls that gave them 140
out of 294 seats unofficially
declared so far. has booslied
the enthusiasm of its candi-
dates here.

“The BNP candidates here
are now buoyed with renewed
vigour and cenvincing belief to
come oul successful”, said Abul
Kashem, a lecturer of local
Vikrampur Tongibari College.

Polls in Munshiganj-3 will
be held Mar 14 which was
postponed by Election
Commission after the death ol
Jslami Oikyo Jote candidate
Alhaj Tofazzal Hossain on Feb
8.

The clection in Kushtia-2
was deferred to Mar 28 follow-
ing killing of JSD (Rab) candi-
date Marfat Ali by unknown
miscrcants.

BNP candidate Advocate
Shamsul Islam, a former am-
bassador and advisor to Begum
Zia on foreign allairs, laces a
strong Awami League nominee
Advocate Motabbir in
Munshiganj-3.

Jatiya Party, emerging third
in the Feb 27 elections, have
come out in the open election-
eering scenario. They were
now busily campaigning for
their nominated candidate,
wilnesses said.

Away in Kushtia-2 con-
stituency. BNP's success has
also spearhcaded the winning
chances for ilts candidate
Abdur Raul Chowdhury. He,

however. faces f[ormidable
candidates like JSD leader
Hasanul Huq Inu, Awami

League nominece Mohammed
Shafiul islam. and Mohammed
Abdul Wahed of Jamaal-e-
Islami.

Jamaat working
council meet

March 7

By Staff Correspondent

The meeting of the Central
Working Council of Jamaat-e-
Islami will be held at 9 am on
March 7.

Jamaal in a press relecasc
has requested Its central
working council members and
secretaries to attend the
mecling,

Abbas Al Khan and Moulana
AKM Yusul. Acting Ameer and
Nayeb-e-Ameer of Jamaal-e-
islami has felicitated Sheikh
Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, Amir
of Kuwait and the people of
Kuwait.

in a joint press stalement
on Friday the Jamaat leaders
hoped that the people of
Kuwait under the leadership of
Shetkh Jaber would overcome
the huge loss suffered due o

the aggression by Iraq,

™ , '
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on February 27.
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Members of SAARC Observer Mission after preparing their interim assessment on |

lection



