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Ten British soldiers
Gull war fighting. a

armed forces spokesman.
France-info, citing witnesses,

that the blast could have come from a mines or an
by lragl troops.

embassy in Kuwait soon: m.

Bush administration, acting quickly after the rout of Iraqf
, may reopen its embassy in Kuwait as carly as

Thursday, the State' Department in Washinglon said, reports
AP

The was closed on Dec. 13 after Iraqi authorities
E:umd the last of the Americans detained in Kuwail to
. State Department spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler said
Wednesday the new US ambassador to Kuwait, Edward
Gnemh, and a stafl of several dozen aides were being sent o
reclaim the embassy.

Gnemh and his US government col have been sta-
tioned in Suidi Arabia, where the Kuwaiti government in exile
has had its headquarters. Reporters in Kuwait City said the
American flag was flying at the US Embassy, wherc Marines
were back on statton Wednesday, compound late Tuesday.

Two female troops killed : me orst ovo

female soldters reported killed in the Gulfl war were among
the victims of an Iragi Scud missile attack on a US barracks
in Saudi Arabia, an Army officer and relatives said in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania Wednesday, reports AP.

All told, US officials said. 28 Americans died and 100 were
wounded in the attack Monday on the barracks near Dhahran.
public only after families are contacted.

Spc. 4 Christine Mayes, 22. of Rochester Mills. and Spec.
Beverly Clark. 23. of Armagh. died in the attack. according to
relatives. They are the first American women reported killed
in the fighting; both were from Indiana County. northeast of

Mayes was assigned to the 14th Quartermaster Detach-
ment, a water purification unit based in Greensburg. and had
the day she left for the Guif.
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group soldiers surrendered to an [talian television
crew covering the allied ground oflensive in Kuwait, reporters
AP. -

W, of

whal appeared to be about a dozen Iragi walking in
the desert toward the camera with their hands up or waving
while

When they realized they were safe, the Iragis smiled
broadly, shouted Italia and enjoyed the water and biscuits ol-
fered

hosts.
The soldiers said they had walked about 30 kilometers (18
miles) in order to surrender. RAl said the journalists handed
the iragis over to the Red Cross.

embass! O NS ¢ Britain said on
cdnesday its A to Kuwait had left London and

reopen the British Embassy in Kuwait City today.

reports Reuter.
The F Office said Ambassador Michael Weston and
Lowen would arrive in the Saudi capi-

%i

tal before travelling on to Kuwait.

will reopen the tomorrow (Thursday).” a
Foreign Office spokesman said. Military personnel were
checking the embassy for booby traps, he said.

Prime Minister John Major said earlier British troops were
inside the British Embassy in Kuwait City .

Kuwait won't talks border : xuwat

will never te border claims with Iraq even if President
Saddam Hussein loses power, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah al Ahmad al Sabah was quoted on Wednesday as
saying. reporis Reuter.

"Negotiate on what? There are ho border problems be-
cause there is no change in the border in the first place.”
Shetkh Sabah told Egypt's weekly political review A-Mussawar
in Cairo.

| would like to stress that there will be no negotiations
with Iraq. whether with the current regime or with any fu-
ture regime he said .

Last July Baghdad accused Kuwait of undermining its
mmm"m overproducing ofl and revewed claims to an oil
field s ling their common border.

Sindh govt accused: rastans former Prime

Minister Benazir Bhutto complained here Wednesday of
increasing harassment of her party supporters by the
government in the southern province of Sindh, reports AFP.

“The government has framed cases to keep us tied down
and prevent us from voicing concerns of the people of Pak-
istan,” she told reporters in Karachi as she left a special court
‘where her husband and five others were being tried on kid-
. napping charges.

Ms. Bhutto said she was told by a young child that the ad-
ministration was pmuuﬁ his family to give false statements
against various impriso activists of the Pakistan People's

Party (PPP).

Town renamed after Lenin : asove

town named after Viadimir Lenin has been renamed for the
first time in the history of the Soviet Union, reports Reuler.

The official Tass news agency in Moscow on Wednesday
said Parllament in the Central Asfan Republic of Tadjikistan
had voted that the town of Leninabad would revert to its
former name of Khudzhand.

Deputies think that the change of name is just a step o
restoring historical justice, and not an attempt to harm the
memory of Lenin, Tass said.

Netherlands &inPlomat killed :

Gunmen Wednesday shot killed a Dutch diplomat in
{a less than two months after he returned from a stint in
. the Foreign Ministry in the Hague said, reports AP.
Mrst Secretary Robert-Jan Akkerman, 40, was the last
L+.«ch diplomat who served in the Iragl capital before the
hetherlands closed its embassy there, according to a Foreign
Ministry spokesman.

The Netherlands is one of several western nations that
have been threatened with Iragi-sponsored terrorist attacks
because of thefr role in the coalition opposing Iraq.

There are three Dutch Navy ships and several dozen medi-
cal personnel in the Gulf, along with Patriot anti-missile bat-
terics in Israel and Turkey.

No one immediately claimed responsibility for the shoot-
ing. said the ministry spokesman, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. The spokesman said “several men wailed outside
his (Akkerman's home and shot him down.”
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UNDATED. Feb 28 : Herce
are the main ts covered iIn
Wednesday's briefing by Gen

H. Norman Schwarzkopl, the
Commander of ration
Desert Storm, in h. Saudi
Arabia. reports AP,

—"We were 160 miles [rom
Baghdad (on Sunday) and there
was nothing between us and
Baghdad.” said Schwarzkopl
The Alliles never intended, or
wanted. to conquer Ilraq. he
said.

*The war is not owver.~

[ said. A battle
continued to rage in eastern
Iraq on Wednesday, he said.
the result of two feints that
apparently took the Iragis by
surprise.

—One feint was the threat of
an amphibious assault on the
Kuwaiti coasl. It was a ruse,
the General said. designed 1o
force the Iraqis to concentrate
their forces along the coasi
which they did.

The other ruse was a last-
minute shift of vast numbers of
allied soldiers from east lo
west, allowing them to drive
deep into Iraq well west of the
western flank of Iraqi forces.

The scale of the move in-
side Iraq was unprecedented
in military history. he said. and
it was undertaken only alter
the allies achieved air
supremacy, depriving lraq of
its ability to sec what was go-
ing on in Saudi Arabia.

The strategy allowed the Al-
lics particularly French forces
and the US 10lst Airborne
Division to strike decp into
Iraq and outflank Saddam’s
Republican Guards. cutting off
their route home to Baghdad,

International

Schwarzkopf says

™

Schwarzkopl said.
The General offered the fol-
lowing statistics: 79 Amcricans
killed, 28 of them in the cur-
rent ground campaign: 213
Americans wounded overall:
more than 3,000 Iraq! tanks
captured or destroyed. plus
1.857 armored vehicles and
2,140 artillery picces; more
than 50,000 lraqis captured.
Another report on Initial
Allied Troop Dispositions says:
We made a very deliberate de-
cision to align all of thnose

forces within the boundary
looking north towards Kuwail. ..
So we those forces so
it very much looked lke they

were all aligned directly on the

Wm.
also at that tme had a

very active naval presence oul
in the Gull, and we made sure
that everybody understood
about that naval presence. |t
became apparen! o us
carly on that the Iraqis were
quite concerned about an am

phiblous operation across the
shores to liberate Kuwait. We
continued our heavy operations
out in the sea because we
wanted the Iraqis to continue
to believe that we were going
to conduct a massive amphibi

ous operation. On the Relative

Strength of the Iragi Army.
As far as fighting troops, wc
were really outnumbered two

to one. In addition to that, they
had about 4,700 tanks versus
our 3,500 when the buildup
was complete, and they had a
great deal more artillery than
we do. | think any student ol
military strategy would tell you
that in order to attack a posi-
tion, you shoulkd have a ratio of
approximately three to one In
favor of the attacker. And In
order to attack a position that
is heavily dug in and barri-
caded such as the one we had
here, you should have a ratio of
five to one.

On the Heavy Bombing ol
Iraqi Troops: Many people
questioned why the extensive
bombing campaign...1t was
neccssary to reduce these
forees down to a strength that
made them weaker, particu-
larly on the frontline barricr

NEW YORK, (United Na-
tions ), Feb 28 : Iraq uncondi-
tionally accepts all 12 UN
resolution on the Gull crisis,
Iragi Foreign Minister Tareq
Aziz said Wednesday in a letter
to the United Nations,
diplomatic sources said,
reports AFP.

According to a French-lan-
guage translation of the letter
originally written in Arabic,
Iraq said it would comply fully
with Resolution 660 demand-
ing that it withdraw from
Kuwait and with the other 11
resolutions, the sources said.

Radio signs with
defiant rhetoric

AP from Nicosia adds: Iraq's
state radio s to Thursday
with morale-boosting rhetoric,
making no mention of US
President George Bush's deci-
sion to halt offenstve combat
operations.

“This is ad. the voice
of dignity and pride. the voice
of justice and force.... From
Baghdad. the graveyard of the
criminal invaders, Good momn-
ing,” a radio announcer said.
Recitings from the Koran. [s-

Iraq accepts all
UN resolutions

lam's holy book. followed.

Baghdad Radio signed on as
usual at 5.30 a.m. Baghdad lo-
cal time (0230 GMT) . only a
few minutes after Bush said in
a lelevised address that the
combat operations would stop
if Iraq lays down its arms.

Bush said the suspension of
combat operations depended

on Iraqi forces not firing on
coalitfion troops and not
launching more Scud missiles.

He said the allied forces
would implement a permanent
cease-fire when Iraq releases
all coalition prisoners of war,
hostages of third-country na-
tions. and the remains of all
who have fallen.

The US president also said
Baghdad must comply with all
United Nations resolutions.
Iraqi officials said earlier in
the day that they are rcady to
comply with some but not all
of them.

Iraq had said Wednesday il
would accept two of the UN
Sceurity Council resolutions —
662 and 674 — and relcase
prisoners of war if the allies
halt their assaults.

1

Iran still seeks

war reparation
from Iraq

NICOSIA. Feb 28 : lran on
Wednesday demanded that the
United Nations implement its
resolution calling for war repa-
rations from the Iran-lraq war.
reports AP.

The call came after Iraq an-
nounced Wednesday that it
would accept UN Sccurity
Council tion 674, which

calls for an assessment of dam-
age to Kuwait and may [orce
war reparations.

"It must not be forgolien
that if Kuwait sustained dam
ages and losses as a result of
Iraqi aggression for seven
months, for Iran it was eight
years.” the state-run Tehran
Times newspaper said. "There
must be no difference between
resolutions 598 and 674.”

Security Council resolution
598 halted the 1980-88 Iran-
Iraq war ‘and called for the UN
Secretary General to assign a
tcam to decide who owed
reparations and how much.

iran has claimed the war
started with an Iraqi invasion
in September 1980 but Iraq
maintains that Iranian attacks
preceded the fnvaston.

US Army destroys

700 Iraqi tanks

WASHINGTON. Fcbh 2R

Three US armored divisions
hammered the remnanis ol

Saddam Hussein's Republican
Guard on Wednesday in a
scries of fierce battles that de-
stroyed more than 700 Iragqi
tanks, US oflicials said. They
predicted the elite Iraqi
troops would collapse "within
hours,” reports AP.

US forces were "putting the
Republican Guard out of busi-
ness,” Gen. H. Norma..
Schwarzkopl, the US Gulf
commander, said ol the Iraqi
units known as Saddam's best.
He spoke at a briefing in the
Saudi Arabian capital of Riyadh.

US military officlals de-
scribed the conflict — which
raged west of Iraq's key mili-
tary city of Basra — as the
largest US tank battle since
World War 1.

The final conflict of the
ground war "is mostly over,” a
scnior US Defense Department
official in Washington said
Wednesday.

Another senior military ofli-
cial said the US armored drive
against Saddam’'s elite troops
had "“fragmented” most of its
eight divisions and destroyed
its communication networks.

Another senior military offi-
cer said "mopping up” opera-
tions might Ee completed by
moming.

Schwarzkopl called the en-
gagement "a classic tank bat-
tle.... fire and maneuver.” he
said “our forces are in the
business of outflanking them"”
while “lragis are continuing to

shoot at us.”

On the fourth day since US
ground forces began to push
Iraqi circle and destroy what
was left of the 150,000-mem-
ber Guard in southeast Iraq.
That move., which would strip
the Iraqi president of his last
viable offensive military force,
involved more than 100,000
US troops. :

‘I'he operation was ham-
pered by rains that had tumed

the desert to mud and low .

clouds that hindered air sup-
port flights for ground forees.

Still, elements of the US VI |

corps and the XVIII Corps had
been able to defeat at least four
Guard divisions in two days ol
jHvl'iﬂgﬁtiﬂg. US military sources

Since Saturday, the US
troops had swept north from
Saudi Arabia in an eflort to trap
five Guard divisions that had
been poised on the lragi bor-
der north of Kuwait.

Aured

Allied never mtended

nquer Iraq

that we had to go through.. The
mightmare scenario for all of us
would have been to go throagh,
get hung up.... and then have
the enemy artillery rain
chemical wea down on
troops that were in a gaggtle In
the breach t there...Once
we gol through this and were
moving. then it's a different
war, then we're fighting our
kind of war. Before we get
through that, we're fighting
their kind of war, and that's
what we didn't want to have 1o
do.

On Getling Around the Iragi
Army: We knew that he had
very, very limited reconnais-
sance means. And thercfore
when we ook out his air foree,
for all intents and pu we
ook out his ability to see what
we were doing down here in
Saudi Arabila. '

Saddam chairs
Revolutionary
Command Council
meeting

NICOSIA. Feb 28 : President
Saddam Hussein on Wednesday
chaired a meeting of the Irag
lcadership that expressed the
hope that Moscow would be
able 1o secure a ceasefire In

the Gulf, state-run Baghdad
Radio reported, says AFP.

The Revolutionary Com-
mand Council and the ruling
Baath Party praised a speech
Tucsday by Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev in which
he said 1t would be
“inadmissible” for the coalition
o “exceed” its UN mandate in
the Gull

The meeting “expressed
the hope that the Soviet Union
and other [riendly ¢éountries in
the (United Natfons) Security
Council will be able to take
concrete measures o stop the
United States and its Allies
[rom pursuing their aggression

against lraq. its people and its
Armed Forces.” the radio said.

DHAHRAN. Feb 28 : Thou-
sands of Iraqi prisoners
poured into allied POW camps
in Saudi Arabia on Wednesday.
Many scecmed relieved or even
happy to be captured and off
the battleficld. reports AP.

"Thank you, thank you.” one
smiling Iraqi said Wednesday
to a member of the B2nd Air-
borne Division who searched
him for weapons.

US Gen. H. Norman
Schwarzkopl, commander of
the allied coalition, said
Wednesday the number of cap-
Iraqis had tooped
50,000 and was still climbing.

Some Iraqgis sought out al-
lied forces to turn themeselves
in. Several kissed the hands of
their captors, and a few even
gave themselves up to journal-
ists.

A US oflicial described one
instance in which an Iraqgi tank
and an armoured personnel
carrier came upon a US
humvee utility vehicle stuck in
mud.

“They helped the humvee
get out of the mud and then
they surrendered,” said the ol-
ficial, who requested
anonymily.

Many of the POWs appeared
ill-fed, poorly clothed and de-
moralized, according to nu-
merous pool reports f[rom
Kuwait and Iraq.

One soldier told his captors
that Iraqi soldiers had run out

| of food and water and had been

looting homes in Kuwait. "God
willing. Saddam will fall,” said
the young Iraqgl reservist, who
surrcndered in southern
Kuwait. "l.... have a special
me to Saddam Hussein :
lie should give up everything

- e

KUWAI

flag passing an abandoned T-62 Iraqi tank

coalition forces.

s R

Kuwaiti resistance burst out in joy and hoist the Kuwaiti
in Kuwait City liberated early Wednesday by

—UNB/AFP Photo
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Off the Record

Party General Secretary Jiang Zemin.

Mr. Sharil in China Tucsday for a four-day official
cooperation with China in industry,
and technology. It is his first visil 0 China sinee taking

Too much soft?

MOGILEV: A soft drink created by Mogilev lbod specialists
and scientists does not have a brand name yet, but s produc
tion will start in Mogilev in the summer of 1991, reports IAN

Experts say that helps to get rid of muclides in a human
body. supposedly stronttum and cestum

More precious
than life

COLOMBO: A middic-aged Sri-Lankan woman with |8
kilograms of gold has refused 1o leave Kuwait, for fear that
desperate Iraqi soldiers may grab her valuable possession. a2
Eculprcurcpuﬂtudayqum&dn&iﬂum reports Xin-

EL

Quoting returnees from Kuwait who had met the woman. a
Foreign Ministry official said the woman had stocked food for
three years and was lving in a shelter on the outskirts of

Kuwait city.

The official said that the woman who had worked as a do-
mestic alde had old departing Sri Lankans that she would
rather die under the bombs and the bulicts than given up her

gold treasure.

However, it was not known as to how the woman had ac
quired such a quantity of gold, the official added.

A total of 96,000 Sri Lankans registered in Kuwait before
the outbreak of war, a large number of them are believed 0

have fled with their employe

rs to other ncighbouring coun-

trics. Kuwait are largely women who stay back for various rea

Schwarzkorpf
on Saddam

RIYADH: Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkorpl, Commandar ol
Operation Desert Storm. on Wednesday was asked his im-
pression of Iraqi President Saddam Husscin as a military

SONSK.

;tmlcﬁint. reports AP.
Ha

. he answered with a small smile, drawing laughter

from the Wednesday cvening news briefing in Riyadh. Saudi

Arabia.

“As far as Saddam Hussein being a great military siratcgist.
he is neither a strategist, nor is he schooled in the opera-
tional art. nor is hé a tactictan, nor is he general, nor is he as
a soldier. Other than that, he’s a great military man, | want
you to know that,” he said drawing more laughter.

Traqi POWs top 50,000

Let's live in peace.”

At a POW hospital in Saudi
Arabia, one Iraqi soldier said
he and his comrades had been
ltving on grass and rainwater
for the past 28 days.

On a medical evacuation
flight, one prisoner pointed to
a 9-inch scar across his stom-
ach. "Iraq. Iran,” he said, re-
ferring to Iraq's eight-ycar war
with its Persian neighbor.

lle then patted his ban-
daged right leg and said. “lraq,
America.” Shaking his head
slowly, he concluded: "Iraq no
good.”

But some Iragis remained
defiant even aflter capture. "We
were not afraid of the war-
plancs.” one prisoner said.
"Saddam is good.”

Dozens ol flatbed trucks.
buses and other vehicles
streamed south from Kuwait
into Saudi Arabia on their way
to the temporary camps that
are being operated by the

Saudis.

Several Iraqis who had
wandered into Saudi Arabia
from southern Kuwait tried to
surrender Tucsday to Associ-
ated Press photographer Greg
English and other journalists
traveling down a road. The
journalists gave the Iraqis food
and cigarcttes and dirccted
them to nearby Syrian (roops.

In one instance. lour Iragis
approached a US soldier, fell
to their knces and then kissed
his hand in apparent apprecia
tion.

The large numbers of Iraqi
POWs have strained the allics
resources, but have not yet
overwhelmed them. allied ofl}-
cials said.

In some casecs. the POWs
have pointed out mineficlds
and information on
which Iragl units are ready to
surrender and which are likely
to offer resistance.

“Chances of peace

CHANDIGARH. India. Feb
28 : Sikh Leader Simranjit
Singh Mann said on Wednes-
day that killings by Indian se-
curity forces had wrecked any
chance of talks to ecnd a
decade of separatist violence
in Punjab, reports Reuter.

“The tyranny let loosc by
)clhi now has become unbear-
able.” He told a news conlfer-
ence, denouncing the killing of
six ts mistaken for mili-
tants by Indian soldicrs on

“Stkhs have o choose be-
tween liberty and death,”
Mann said. adding that he
would call a meceting of his
Akali Dal Party tomorrow
(Friday) to discuss a more mil-
itant .
“In view of what is happen-
ing, it is not worthwhile to
have dialogue with the centre.”
he said.

Mann had met Indian Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar last
December to demand sell-de-
termination for Stkhs and had
cautiously welcomed the idea
of further talks.

But this month five of the
militant who have been

for 10 years for a -
rate mr:ﬂ of K.E
tan—land of the ure—
criticised Mann a said
Shekhar could not deliver
peacc.

Nearly 800

wrecked: Mann

day Indian news agcncics re-
ported at least 12 more deaths
since Tuesday night.
Mecanwhile the government
announced compensation lor
the killing of the six farmers
by soldicrs, saying each lamily
would get 50,000 rupeces
(2,700 dollars) and their vil-
lage 100,000 rupees (5.400
dollars) for development work.

Villagers said the six left
Nuthuke Bur], near the Pak-
istani border, before dawn on
Monday to meet a tanker
driver who had promised Lo
scll them some diesel on the
black market.

A senjor army officer, who
asked not 1o be identified. said
his men challenged the six as
they headed out of the village
in a pony and trap carrying
cans and an ofl drum.

The six ran assuming they
were militants, his men shot
them dead, the officer saild.

Early on Wednesday Indian
authorities setzed s of
Punjab’'s most widely-read

per. the Punjabi-lan-
guage Ajit. and closed s
printing plant for the night,
coasting it a total of m
copies, s Ma ng
Reulers.



