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Old Town, New Hopes

that
mage of alleys
and courtyards
and bulldings
heavy with o
secrets, s all
abuzz with elec-
tion elation. In
these ancient
sireets, new

are tak-
ing their first
breath.

Says Sala
huddin, a long-
time resident ol
the area. "1 ha-
ven't seen such
[ree elections
since 1962. To

day. people arc
going to the

polls happily.
Just a while ago.
elections meant
sirens and mo-
lorbikes and vi-
olence. This
ime the women
muld go with

fear.” Al
thl: rashgun]
school polling
station, the po
lice officer out-
side beams at
the end of the
day. "No prob
lems.” he an
swers, when

asked if there A disabled youth came all the way

by S. Bari

arduous trip

to exercise his

to make the future of a nation. A 93-year-old
woman climbed hesitantly to the first-lloor
women's booths, to cast her vote with a trem-
bling hand. A man in a wheelchair made the
to the centre.
anybody wanted to vote. Anyone who hadn't
was obviously a victim of the caprices of the -

who was

voter's list.

numbers of
women crowd
the centres,
even in  this
conservative

t of town.
I'm so pleased
it went well, 1
never imagined
it would be like
this,” enl.h_un:n
Mrs. Haseena
Imrat, a local
housewife. What
did she hope for

tions? "For
pecace. For my
children to get
a decent educa-
tion." People's
wants are often
so simple, and
yet so elusive.
As we spoke
with people lin-
i & Ing up, a police
¢ officer requests
. s not to talk to
| voters before
they cast their
ballots. "I know
you are journal-

might think you
are influencing

pressed at this
devotion to
duty, we decidc
Lo interview
SOMC MmMore po-
licecmen: "No, |
didn't vote" says
Parvez, a stout
smiling olfficer,

has been any democratic right at the Vikarunnessa Noon School in city

trouble, “N.& on Wednesday. —Star photo

our station wis’

completely peaceful.” His in the fact Were on duty; that's sixly thousand votes
shines as bright as the brass buttons on his gone.”
uniform. A rietary air marks the voting: )

presiding rs and policemen alike display You know.

the smooth pruoeadlng: with a housewifely

“"All the

incredible opportunity to

Directive to take

proper care of
diabetic patients

Adviser |(n

Youth and Sports and Presi-

dent of Diabetic
Association M A Kabir
inaugurated the con-
structed seventh cight

Innrrlnl'l:l‘-m-lnbulldtn;nf
Bangladesh Diabetic Hospital
in Dhaka on Thursday, reports

BSS.
The sh Diabetic
Assoctation extended the

treatment of diabetic pa-

people are BNP,” volunteers
one youth with a grin. The old town has a large
Hindu population, most of whom voted Awami
ann but the rivalry today is unaggressive,

fairly relaxed. Every rickshaw
pﬂ-’ ‘every shopkeeper has gone to vete.

Wha! ts uppermost in ﬂcrynrtn mind is this
practise their right

But there is no rancour in his voice.

they offered me one hundred

taka to join them. But my vote is priceless,

isn't that right?" Philosophises a rickshaw pull-

hopes.

tients.

Aflter inauguration of the
buflding, the Adviser visited its
different rooms and wards and
directed the concerned offi-
cials to take proper care and
attention of the patients.

Gaffar

arrested

KHULNA. Feb 28 : Police
arresied former Minisier for
Civil Aviation and Tourtsm H M
A Gallar late last night from a
house at Shamsur Rahman
road in Khulna City, re s
RSS ¥ o

Mr. Gaffar who was
absconding since the fall of
Ershad regime contested the
parliamentary polls on JP
ticket from Khulna-58
constituency but lost to Awami
League candidate.
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er. The festive feeling rings through the nar-
row roads coloured with campaigning banners.
As the night grows darker, jubilant supporters
of victorious candid
those streets which
city's history, and old |

s sing in the streets,

nearly all of this
a echoes with new

from these elec- .

ists, but others

potential wvot-
rs.” he said po-
litely Im-

Japanese team
meets Hasina

The visiting Japanese par-
llamentary delegation Thurs-
day met with Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina at her
32 Dhanmondi residence,
party sources said, reports
UNI3.

Japanesc contribution -in
the economic development of
Bangladesh came up for dis-
cussion in the meeting,

The two sides stressed
continued Iriendly relations
between the two countries,

Bangladesh
troops safe

According to the latest in-
formation received from Saudi
Arabla. all members of the
Bangladesh Army contingent
there are sale, an ISPR press
Frlcult said Thursday, reports
ISS.

Reception

Staff Correspondent

Deputy High Commissioner
of India Satyabrata Paul hosted
a reception at the chancery
premises in Dhaka on Thurs
day to say goodbye as he com-
pleted his assignment in
Bangladesh.

He ig leaving for home soon

Education Adviser Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui. high Gowv
ernment officlals, diplomats,
journalists and eclites of the
city attended the grand rceep-
Lhon,

Qul khwani

The qulkhwani of S.C.G
Samdani. the News Editor of
the Department of Films and
Publications (DFP) will be held

afier Asr er at his

nce, 3/C. old Sobhanbag
Officers Colony in the city.
reports BSS.

His relatives, well wishers,
friends and admirers have

Hearing of
Moudud’s case
continues

Hearing of the arguments
on the detention case of
former Vice President Moudud
Ahmed continued Thursday
before a single judge bench of
the High Court Division, Mr.
Justice Bimalendu Bikash Roy
Chowdhury, reports BSS.

Mr. Aminul Haq was still ar-
guing in support of the deten-
tion. The court adjourned the
hearing on February 24 on the
prayer of both the sides till

Thursday.
Barrister Rafiqul Haq ap-
peared for Moudud Ahmed and

was assisted by Mr. Azizul Haq,
Mr. Aminul Hagq. Attorney
General appeared for the state
and was assisted by Mr. Abdul
Wadud Bhuiyan, Additional At-
torney General.

The hearing resumes on

March 4.

Japanese p-u]l nburvers headed by Mr H]l‘ﬂ]l:hl Fakuda {cantre} in Dhakn.

Pollution in Karnaphuh
river termed alarming

The ESCAP has warned of
the consequences of pollution
in the Karnaphuli estuary if in-
dustrial and urban' develop-
ment in the Chiltagnng area
continue unchanged. "It is
alarming”, it said in a report,

Next to population the most
important ecological variable
affecting the environment in
Bangladesh is water. The eco-
logical significance ol changes
in the water regime can be
traced to agricultural produc-
tion, fisheries produetion, de-
scriification, health, forest de-
struction, domestic and tndus-
trial disruption. Any change in
the normal hydrological
regime can have widespread
implications,

Each ycar about 26,000 sq,
km or 18 per cent of the coun-
try is flooded by monsoon
rains. During severe [loods, the
aflected area could be more
than 52,000 sq. km or 36 per
ecent, equivalent to 60 per cent
of the net cultivable area. The
floodplain ecosystem has
adapted to this [looding
regime over the millenia. The
waters seep into the soils and
percolate down to recharge

the underground aquifers.
gﬂs beels and baors are
providing spawning habi-
tat for fish, :ﬁng hq:ﬁ:lt for
migratory birds from Europe
and Asia and gmundwnlcr
recharge well into the dry
son. The silt load carries nulri-
ents to fertilize the sotfls. The
onset of the floods _initiates
spawning cycles in fish. each
species seeking out spercific
habitats. Finally as the pressure
of the fresh water reaches the
coastal area, both on the sur-
face and underground. it
pushes back the inland intru-
sion of salt water,

Most of the watcr originates
outside the country. the
Ganges flows for aboul 2 600

r — - =T=
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PROGRAMME

'he Seventy Second birth
anniversary of noted Journal-
ist. Coloumnist and Politician
Khandaker Abdul Hamid shall
be observed on March 1, 1991,
according to a press relcase.

To commemorate the occa-
sion a Milad Mahfil and dis-
cussion meeting on the life
and ideology of late Khandaker
Abdul Hamid will be held in
the auditorium of Sherpur
Town at 4 pm. Similar pro-
gramme has also been chalked
by local BNP workers at Sher
pur Town.

By Staff Correspondent

kilometres, of which, only 250
km. lic in Bangladesh, The
Brahmaputra, from its origin in
Tibet to the confluence with
the Ganges is 2,800 kilome-
tres, yet the river flows for

-only 270 km in Bangladesh.

Over the years. the hydrologic
regime and the natural pro-
cesses have been changed.
Vegetation in the Himalayas
has been reduced causing
faster runoff resulting in
shorter flood surges and lower
flows in the dry seasons. Peak
discharge during monsoon
season for the Brahmaputra is
121,000 eubic metres per sec-
ond. yet drops to 3,650 in the
winter.

Forest vegetlation on the
Barind Tract in the northwest
and in the Madhupur Tract,
north of Dhaka. has been
greatly reduced, decreasing
the amount of water held by
the surface soils and reducing
percolation into the aquifer.
Dams have altered the hydro-
logical flow. The Farakka Bar-
rage. in India, has reduced dry
season flows in that portion of
the Ganges which [flows
through Bangladesh, by 50 per
cent, Haors, becls and baors
have been drained or cleared
for agriculture, reducing fish
spawning - habitat and the
amount of water percolating
into the underground aquifers
during the dry season. Most of
the haors and beels .of the
Ganges-Brahmaputra floodplain
have been converted into agri-
cultural land; Chalan Beel, in
the northwest. once covered
more than 100,000 hectares
and has been reduced to less
than 2,500.

Embankments, rpad con-

struction, dralnaﬁt channels,

r_

Withdrawal of
promotion

decisions urged
By Staff Correspondent

Service Structure and Wel-
fare Committee of the Engi-
necrs in a statement on Tues-
day demanded immediate
withdrawal of the government
decision regarding promotions
in the Secretary and Additional
Secretary posts. :

The statement said that the
decision protecicd the inter-
ests of a cerlain guarters in
burcaucracy.

The statemenl suggested
that such decisions should left
for the elected government.

The statement was signed
by Mr. Ruhul Amin, Member—
Secretary of the Commitice.

i Weather
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Thundershower likely

By Staff Correspondent

Rain/thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty
winds is likely to eccur at one or two places over Rajshahi,
Dhaka divisions and the rtginns of Comilla and Sylhel.

Weather Is likely to remain

dry elsewhere over the country.

Night temperature may [all by 1-2 degree ceisius.

Yesterday's westerly low lies over Uttar Pradsh. Bihar and
adjoining West Bengal. Another low lies over casiern Madhya
Pradesh and adjoining Orrissa. Seasonal low lics over south

bay

The sun sets today (Friday) at 6.02 p.m. and rises on

Saturday at 6.2]1 a.m.

Outlock for subsequent two days : Little change. Extended
outiook for another five day days : Weather may improve,
The highest maximum temperature on Thursday was

recorded at 32.8

celsius at Jessore and the lowest min-

mum of 15.2 degree at Mymensingh and Srimangal.
Temperature and humidity of some cities and towns record

on Thursday are :
City /1owm temperature in celsius humidity (%)
max min 9am 6 p.m
Dhaka 31.0 19.2 a8 s
Chittagong 3.4 19.5 82 D
Rajshahi 30.5 16.3 3 -
Khulna 3.7 17.2 B4 56
Cox's Bazar 318 19.0 ™ &7

The minimum temperature of some internatwnal cities

river training and river clo- " - To improve dra and
surcs have all changed the control floods, salinity, tidal
normal flow patterns aflecting  waler intrusion and river ero-
fish reproduction and utiliza- sion.

tion. The direct loss of fish

harvest from flood-land re- The plan hopes to increase
moval has been estimated at  the irrigable area to 3.8 million

37 kilograms per hectare,
Studies of the eflects on fish-
eries, [rom submersible em-

bankments in beels and haors,
have postulated reduced pro

_duction and dominance by low

" Water Plan has- tar

Japanese observers
hold press
confce today

The nine-member election
observer group from Japan

headed by Mr. Hiroichi
Fukuda, a member of the
Japanese Parliament and

brother of the ex-Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Takeo Fududa, will
hold a Press Conference today
(Friday) at 9:30 am at Sonar-
gaon Hotel Ball Room-1 on
their observations of
Bangladesh Parliament Elec-
tion. Journalists from all the
news media have been invited
to attend the conference, says
a press conference.

Food situation
reviewed

The overall food situation
of the country was reviewed ai
a high-level meeting of Food
Planning and Monitoring
Committee (FPMC) held in
Dhaka Thursday with Food
Adviser Prof lajuddin Ahmed
in the chair, reports BSS.

hectares which is over 87 per
cent of the potential area. Fur-

thermore, an extent of 3.2 mil-
lion hectares is to be brought
under flood control and im-

proved drainage. The National
geted

Renowned Businessman &

social worker Mr. S M.
Shahjahan passed away on
24th Feb. 1991 at his
residence, House No. NWIJ-10,
Road No. 50, Guishan, Dhaka.

value species. (Inna lilla ....... Rajeyun).
. groundwater use to increase by All relatives & well wishers
Finally, with lower dry sea- 200 per cent. The irrigable |[]are requested to attend his

son flows there is less pres-
sure counteracting the land-
ward migration of salt water
into underground aquifers in
the coastal areas,

Industrial development is
being encouraged. Many ol the
polling industries are located
along major waterways and ef-

arca is to be further increased
by the use of low-lift pumps,
deep and shallow tubewells
and hand tubewells. Develap-
ment plans for the Barind
Tract call for up to 1,000 new
deep tube wells to tap the
groundwater reservoir.

‘QUL-KHAWNI, on lst
March, 1991 (Today) at his
residence after Asar and pray
for his departed soul.

A-05 — Wife & Sons.'

[luent disposal takes place. in
most cases, without pre-treat- wdm CLASSIFIED
ment. The large volume of ef- change ADVERTISEMENTS

fluent generated daily by pol-
luting industries in urban arcas
such as Dhaka, Chittagong.
contain both degradable and

persistent organic and inor-

ganic wastes and toxic meatal-
lic compounds and chemiecals

Self sufficiency in agricul-
ture and flood control are two
of the main priorities of gov-
ernment planning. The cur-
rent Five Year Plan has among
its objectives:

- To provide a timely and
dependable supply of irrigation
water and '

Classified Advcrusements
will be received by us on
weckdays from 9-30 A. M.
o 5 P. M. except Fridays
on the Telephone. Payment
may be made Bank

Order/
Cash, 48 Hours before
Publication.  Telephone
Nos. 863035 PABX
2460234 Ext-20
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In any equation when one of
the major variable has been al-
tered to the extent that the
hydrological regime has been
changed as outlined above.
other quantities in the equa-
tion must adjust. Symptoms of
ecosystcm adjustment are evi-
dent in Bangladesh.

Weclls in the rural areas
were originally hand dug to tap
ground water and thus were

relatively shallow. They pro-
vided adequate water supply
under normal conditions.

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF
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Calcutia 21 -2
Bombay IR ml 15
Colombo = Delht I3
Hongkong 19 =

DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT
Per Single Col. Inch Situation Wanted, Tuition  TK. 100/- g
General Display TK. 400/- | Wanted (Students only) (Minimum) ;
— For 16 words. |
Readers Advertisement Each Extra
Legal Notice Word TK. 10/-
Company Prospectus TK. 500/- a
' Public Notice Situation Vacant, Houses  TK. 150/- :
. Appeal Notice | & Flats (To-LeyWanted), ~ (Minimum) |
o . Educational, Books and for I6words |
| Admission Notice, Magazines, Lost & Each Extra !
| Exhibition, Books & Found, Motor Car & word TK. 15/- |
Magazines, Missing, Cycle (For Sale/Wanted), :
Milad Mahfil, Religious TK. 300/- | Matrimonial, Offices and :
. Matters, Scholarship, Godown (To Let/Wanted) !
| Qul Khwani, Coachin : sk ' |
, 4 Birth, In Memorim, !
Centre, Chehlum Acknowledgements, :
Academic, Theatres , Kennels and Livestocks,
| . Situation Wanted
| Cincma TK. - | Personal, Scholarships
| g S 00 :
ponsored Supplement Stamps, Coaching, ;
{| (50 : 50 basis) TK. 800/- | Chehlum, Quikhwani,
'V :
Special Position | e _;
i  Busincss and Professional,  TK. 200/-
Misiowsast Shins 6% x 30l cha] Notice, Admission (Minimum)
Maxim ; | Notice, Financial, Public for 16 words. ||
um Size 10" x 4 Col. '
TK. 1000/- Per Col. Inch INoﬂCcTﬂlﬁlm, Each Extra :
' Properties, Trade word TK. 20/~ |
Back Page : Announcement, Auction
| Minimum Size 6" | Nofice.
: BOX SERVICE CHARGETK. 150/ |
For Govt Advertisement | — :
, Front Page 100% extra On Gowt. 'For Advertisement booking
Approved Rate | g '
| Back Page 0% extra On Govt and further information :
Approved Rate Please Contact :
:
| Any other Guaranteed Position Advertisement Manager
| For First Spot Colour 28/1 Toynbee Circular Road,
Jii 100% extra if on Front page Motijheel, Dhaka- 1000
| %. 75% extra Inside page cach column Phone : PABX-246023-4, 863035
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