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The charm of Geneva lies in the walks by the lake and in the gardens, and in sipping drinks at bistros. A few
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an increasing amount of Japanese. Due to the tourist invasion every summer, natives are hard to spot.

A Travelogue.

:

fera nor
Mediterranean islands, but
Geneva has sph r;nd
peaceful scenic beauty, and it
is wonderful to visit a place
where the phones work and
the trains leave on time.
Geneva is spread along the
banks of the Lack Leman, or
Lake Geneva , the deepest and

largest i Alpine re-
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a picture-
cap, and announces to the
tourist: "the

visitors come away conicnt,
having rcally seen what the
locals call the “American Mont
‘Blanc.”

By the lakeside, pansies,
petunias, tulips, and roses are
splashed over the huge and

intricately designed flower
beds. In";'nct. flowers adorn

walk down the busy Mont

The Champs-Elysees of
Geneva is the Rue du Mont
Blane, particularly attractive in
the evening. All the watches
and jewellery you could wish to
buy are on this streel
Bucherer and Rolex, Cartier
and Plaget line the sidcwalk.
Teenagers and young couples
stroll around, while street per-
formers display their talents.

The charm of Geneva lies in
the walks by the lake and in
the gardens. and 4n sipping
wine at bistros. A few ycars
ago. a great deal of Arabic was

house once rented by Percy b.
Shelly and Mary Shelly. Few
people know that it was on
these quiet shores that Mary
Shelly wrote “Frankenstein”

and chilled generations of
readers.

nature of the
Genevese is . they are fa-
mous for their austerity and
reticence. Laws are strict (no

tourists. The pa
and restful, dotted with stu:
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Geneva University and the old town.

Ground war to begin at several points

WASHINGTON, Feb 23: A
ground war for control of
Kuwail, which seems increas-
ingly likely. could be a frustrat-
ing. bloody affair despite
weeks of punishing Allied air
attacks against entrenched
Iragi troops, US military ofli-
cial say, Reuter.

Even if American-led coali-
tion forces use speedy ar-
moured columns and highly
mobile airborne and amphibi-
ous troops in coordinated
drives 1o encircle Iraqgi troops
and artillery, close combat will
take a toll on the attackers.

“It's- not going to be a
snap...war is a bloody thing.”
Army Lieutenant-General Tom
Kelly. a senijor official with the
Joint Chiefs of Stall, told re-

this week.

"l can still draw up 15 sce-
narios every day that will cause
us a lot of problems.” Gulf US
Commander General Norman
Schwarzkopl told the Los
Angeles Times newspaper.

Senior Pentagon officials,
who asked not to be identified,
stressed there were still a half-
million Iraqi troops in and
near Kuwait and that mine-
ficlds. chemical artillery
shells, allies.

"Even if you don't take them
head on, it will probably be

frustrating at points lo say the
lcast. Don't look for this thing
o be over in a week.” said one
of the officials.

The official refused to give
any hint at the tUming for a
ground war after Iraqi
President Saddam Husscin
vowed in a speech on Thursday
that his country would con-
tinue the struggle in the Gull
war, confident of victory .

At the White House,
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater
implied President Bush
had not yet made a final deci-
sion on when to launch a
ground offensive.

When and f Bush gives the
order for the attack by ele-
ments of a 700.000-strong
coalition force, it is cxpected

to result in an attempt to en-

circle, divide and conquer
rather than a broad. head-on
charge against entrenched
Iraqis.

Instead of thrusting whole
Allied divisions across 100
miles (160 km) of Saudi bor-
der into Kuwait at once, de-
fence officials have indicated
that a ground war would begin
at several points, including an
amphibious landing in north-
eastern Kuwait and a strike
into southern Iraq west of
Kuwait.
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fired from Baghdad

NORTHRN SAUDI ARABIA.
Feb 23: has started firing
Scud missiles from inside its
capital, Baghdad and is now
aiming at military rather than
civilian targets, according to
US Patriot anti-missfle battery
commanders, reports Reuter.

A Pentagon spokesman ac-
cused the Iragis of using
Baghdad's civilian population
as shields for their missiles,
which are priority targets for
Allied bombers.

Colonel Joseph Garrelt,
Commander of 11th Air
Defence Artd Brigade, said
on Friday that lraq's switch to
military targets for the mis-
silecs a Saviet weapon
adapted to extend its range —

reflectcd the American and
Allied build-up to a land assault
lo liberate Kuwait after a
month air war.

"They were targeting civil-
fans. Now they're trying to lar-
get some of the more tactical
targets, where troops and
cquipment are located,” he
told reporters.

He said highly successful
Patriot defence batteries were
being moved north to guard
forces poised to invade Iraq
and KuwaiL

* We think he is going to
fire more at tactical targels
and probably less at civilian
targets,” said Lieutenant-
Colonel Kevin Campbell,

The attack could come as
carly as this weck. the same
week that US marines 46 years
ago launched an attack on the
Japanese-occupied island of
Two Jima in the Pacifie. Those
forces had been softened by a
massive air and naval bom-
bardment, but the attackers
suffered nearly 23,000 dead
and wounded in capturing the

. jungle island during World War
i

" All but about 200 of the
2:1.000 Japanese defenders

died, many in suicide attacks.
Major-General  Harry
Jenkins Commander of a

' 17.000-man US marinc am-

phibious force in the Gulf, told
reporters on Wednesday that
he would try to avoid a direct
attack on Iraqi defences in any
risky assault on the beaches of
Kuwait.

He said abroad the com-

mand ship USS Nassau in the °

Gulf that an amphibious land-
ing would likely cause substan-
tial damage to civilian property
on the coastline.

Jenkins, who commands an
amphibious force that has been
at sca for six months, said pos-
siblc rations for his troops
included a full-scale landing.
or motc limited operations or

Allies to encircle, divide
Iraqi troops, retake Kuwait

even a decoy assault or feint to
1ic down coastal defence
troops while Allied ground
forces launched attacks else-
where.

He said that much ol the
Kuwaiti coastline is urban and
that buildings, many ol them
fortified by Iraqi troops, would
be targets for naval gunfire and
air strikes before marines hit
the Leach.

in Saudi Aranbia on
Thursday, US Marine Briga-
dicr-General Richard Neval
suggested that fighting to
liberate Kuwait city, for ex-
ample. could be very difficult.

They (Iraqis) have woven
themselves into the very fabric
and structure of Kuwait city,
he told reporters.

US Chiefs of Stafl Chairman
General Colin Powell and his
Gulf commanders stress that
mobility and air power are
keys to isolating and chopping
up Imagi defenders, many of
them in underground bunkers.

"I'm not going to go ;tupidly'

into what he (Saddam) believes
is his strength... We will go
against his weaknesses with

our strengths,” Powell told re-
porters returning with him

" from a visit to Saudi Arabia last

month.

Gulf crisis

dents preparing for summer
exams under de
founded by Calvin
1559.

The high smooth walls of
the old town border the park.
From these walls an old
WOIMEn red a | of
boiling *::t:r on mﬂll: hl::d-
ing army of the Duke of Savoy.
in 1602 : she thus saved the
beleaguered Protestant en-
clave. Geneva still remembers
her on the night of December
I2th, every year, and breaks
large pots made of (what else
7) Swiss chocolate.
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For night life, make sure

you have a lot of cash. Cales
and are fairly popu-
lar, but drinks are expensive.
For a | r eveni the
Hilton dﬁn-dhm:tque,
and the Grand Casino Is open

to anyone over IR
The United Nalions

grounds deserve a visit. The
white facade of the Palace of
Nations, as it is called, domi-
nates the wide crossroads
which 1s home to the World
Health Organization, the In-
ternational Telecommunica-
tions Union. and the Interna-
tional Committec of the Red
Cross. Tours of the main UN
bu are available, lasting
about minutes. The atmo-
sphere i3 subdued and elli-
cient. and the calcteria bursts
with dozens of diflerent lan-
guages. The grounds arc
charming, with large well-kept

lawns, and old, impressive
trces. Peacocks strut noncha-

lantly by the monument to Man
in Space. A tiny pond is Wwpped

by an ornate golden globe. a
present from Woodrow Wilson,
and coins thrown in the pond
help the UN High Commis-
stoner for Refugees.

Geneva has been likened o

the Tower of Babel for the lan-

and races seen on its
sireets. At the same time, the
surroundings are exquisitely
Swiss : spanking clean. cowolly
efficient, and discreetly opu-
lent. The population of barcly
200,00 recefves more than 2
million , visitors a year.
Shouldn’t you find out why on
your next trip to Europe ?
Take a break from France and
Italy to enjoy trains that run on
time and strects that actually
sleep. But then go back for
some excitement. On your way
down South, the train conduc-
tor will tell you without a trace
of a smile, "We can tell you ex-
actly when the train will reach
the [talian border. but after
that, we cannot guarantec ar-
rival.” As it happens, the train
is 2 hours late. and you had
better keep a sharp ecye on

your luggage in Italy.

War to gear up
democratisation:
Naguib Mahfouz

ZURICH, Feb 23: Naguib
Mahfouz, the Egyptian winner
of the 1990 Nobel Prize for
Literature, believes that the
Gull War will speed the pro-
cess of democratisation in the
Arab countrics, a Swiss weekly
reported Friday, says AP.

The 1independent Das
Magazin said that in an inter-
view, the Palestine probilem.
According to the weekly, he
blamed Iraq's President Sad-
dam Hussein for the war.

"A ceful solution was in
the hands of Saddam Hussein,”
Mahfouz was quoted as saying.
"He should have pulled back”

from Kuwait.

In reply to a question, he
said there was "no doubt” that
the war had opened a new
chapter in Arab history.

"All at once, the war has
exposed all Arab problems.”
he went on, according to the
weekly, "It has shown under
what enormous pressure we
live. The reason for the crisis
are the dictatorial regimes.
There would have been no war
if Iraq had a democratic gov-
ernment.

"Another reason for the cri-
sis ts that the Arabs spend
their money in Europe not
in our countries,” he added.
But the future will change that.
We will see more cooperation
among Arabs and also more
democracy.

"Democracy requires a long
process of education.” he was

______
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RIYADH : Saudi journalists watch in anticipa
over the Soviet peace proposal at the Hyatt Hotel press room,

tion US President George Bush's TV address
here, February 22.

quoted as saying.
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By the Shores of Lake Geneva

A Day on a 'Crazy’

Brazzlzan Be__gch

from sand
frum sakad and Arabtan deliea
“h—oﬂ“. my a man
sleeping. o A up s sheth) »
mmﬁmm hats, magaziners, suntan ofl
the roofs of the surrou ceven tatloos and bikinis
ﬂuh.mnﬂldhhtdnﬂl (including the microacopie
tu across . He muodel known as fiodenial,
ﬂuhth“hﬁh dental floos) = %
seconds and wonders what the Prasanha s resting before
skies are like over lpnema his third trip down the brach
Beach in Rio, some 40 miles near Lthe rochy division be-
away, where for the pas! five - tween ipancma and Copaca-
mhhﬂﬂhhmbc: bana known as Arpoador. it is
sclling picol'es, the done o surfers, their leeny-
version of a Popsicle. It 1s a bopper girlfriends and
summer . and even W poor people. whom Dias
the weather sn'l clear many of the arew’s residents
there will still be others m-ﬂﬂﬂﬂ-
Copacabana is the city's longest and most
‘ famous beach, but Ipanema is Rio's favorite
enough perhaps 1o buy 150 of tels and restaurants and caters  urbanites. Pessanha. a subur
his picoles. Pessanha pulls on 10 Wourists as well as locals. bano himsell. says he under-
his clothes, kisses his wife and “lpancma has tourists too. bui stands how the locals feel
Witle girl goodbye, and is out of Ipanema will always be Rio's “They have a point.” he ex
the house alter 6. He favorite,” says Edson Ferreira.  pluins, “because now you have
picks up 200 of the ice-cream |, the vender, rushing to sell Dias  many more ratos da Praia
bars from the and packs more beer. "It's not just the young beach rats who steal

them into an ice-filled Styro-
foam box, then boards a bus for
Rio. He arrives in Ipancma at
9, just as the sun breaks
through the clouds.

At about the same Lime,
Sergio Dias, a Rio business-

man, and his wife Leila Leal, a

high school teacher, are wak-

ing up in a nearby apartment

building. Dias. like Pessanha,
looks out the window first
thing. "Maravilha | Marvelous|
& he says, voicing the
thoughts of thousands of Carto-

cas, Rio's citizens, whose most

fervent prayer during the week
is for a sunny weekend. After a
letisurely breakfast, the couple
gather the onh sscssions
they will need for the rest of
the day-aluminum beach
chairs, a newspaper arnd some
money for beer and snacks -
and as they have been doing
most sunday's for the past 18
years. head off to the lpanema
beach. "It's the most important
thing in our lives.,” says Dias,
44, as he settles into his chair.
"Hey. Edson I” he yells, mo-

tioning to is favorite vender.

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 23:
The UN Security Council.
which for months has played a
key role in the Gulf crisis,
waited and watched on the
sidelines on Friday as Moscow,
W n and did a
diplomatic dance L peace
plans, reports Reuter.

Secretary-General Javier
Perez De Cuellar the
Soviet Unfon "for having made
such an important eflfort” with
a peace plan it put forth and
said he considered Iraq's will-
ingness to withdraw from
Kuwait "really very, very im-
portant”.

But all eyes were on the 15
members of the Security
Council, who authorised the
resolutions that led to the mil-
ilary action against lraq over
its invasion of Kuwait last

Ambassadors of the council
members were on standby

waiting to be bricfed by the
Soviel Union on the latest de-
tails of its peace plan negoti-
ated in Moscow with Iraq's
Foreign Minister.

Earlier on Friday, the
Uniled States demanded that
Iraq begin a mass withdrawal
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Home of The Girl [from
Ipanema, the 1980s song about
a beautiful r. as well as
the culto do corpo (body cult),
Ipanema s more than just enc
beach. It's a series of highly di-
verse and intriguing micro-
communities that give the
coastline a myriad of personall-
tes. "It's " says Pes-
sanha, as he takes a break in
the 102°F weather and cx-
changes one of his Dragao
Chines [Chinese Dragon] pi¢
coles for a lemon-based drink
from another vendor. “You have
arcas for jocks, cute women,
the liberals, artists and intel-
lectuals, families with Hutle
kids. gays, even an area where
pllots hang out. | fecl as if |
visit 20 beaches every day. but
it's all lpanema.”

The onc thread holding
these multi-flavored groups to-
gether — other than sand. surf
and sun — s the hundreds of
vendors like Pessanha who
tramp up and down the beach

from Kuwait by noon (1700
GMT) today or face a ground
campaign. The White House
said withdrawal was a last
chance for Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein to “save his
country.”

Soviet Ambassador Yuli
Vorontsov was ¢ to call
a mecting or at least informal
consultations at which time
the United Stales and other
Allles were ex o pre-
sent their conditions for
peace. Bul diplomats said
Vorontsov had not yet reccived
instructions [rom Moscow,

There was uncertainty aboul
wha! the council could do even
after it was briefed on the
Soviet ;

" ceasefire will have 1o
come [rom the Allied coalition
fighting the war”, sald a west-
crn diplomat on the council.
"THe United Nations autho-
rised war but didn't declare
war on Iraq so it can't declare
a ccasefire either.” .

Another said he believed
the Soviet ﬁm " was the be-
ginning of the end but only the
beginning and it's quite a long
emd.”

Post-war Iraq to be
yet another Lebanon?

NICOSIA, Feb 23: One of the
grimmest post-war scenarios
in the Gulf is that Iraq, ravaged
by war. could become another
Lebanon, a cauldron of disor-
der and a breeding-ground for
terrorism, reports AP.

If the war topples Saddam
Hussein and his Arab Baath
Socialist Party, some analysts
believe a power vacuum could
jead to armed conflict between
ethnic and religlious factions.

“The risk of civil war is very
real, very likely.” said an Astan
diplomat in . one ol
the few in the Iraqgi
capital. "The frustration. the
desire for revenge could cx-
plode like a volcano.” :

Even some t offi-

governmen
cials in Baghdad now
uwm
in Irag i Saddam is top-
pled, which increasingly ap-
pears o be an American and
British objective,

One iragi official, speaking
on condition he was not
identified, said that afler ycars
of repression. "“many, many

people have old scores to
settle.”

Lack of a strong central
authority left Lebanon
vulnerable to 15 years of civil
war in which as many as
150,000 people were killed.

Palestinian refugee camps

iraq has 40 tmes the land
six times the

Many believe the
military or forees in
I with outside help could

UN Council in
. anxious wait

| offer,

Hall an hour later. Pes-
stops o rest again.
"Best spot on lpanema.” he
says,” but | wounld never tell

to go lopless without bet
hounded by dirty old |

young) men. The women “love:

us,” says Magno Junior, 23, a
university student. "They feel

safe around us beeause we're
decent and know how to be-
have properly. Right, .7
He tarns 1o his frends, all

knth.

Pessanha smiles. "Crazy

beach.” he says, picking up his
Styrofoam box and heading
home, —J. M.
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Iraqi radio
mum over
Soviet plan

~ LONDON., Feb 23 : Imaql of-
ficial radio resumed its daily
broadcasts with a mes-
sage of defiance that contained

| no reference to any acceplance

of the Soviel peace proposals
for the Gull war, reports AFP.

The radio, monitored in
London by the BHC signed on
at 0230 GMT, at least hall an
hour earlier than usual

*This is Baghdad.” it said.
“Here is the graveyard of the
criminal invaders, who were
alarmed o find among the
Arabs someone thal can stand
up to thelr ambitions or aspire
0 & betier future”®.

“This Is . Lhe house
of peace, and the house of war
if imposed. In peace, It is par-
adise, and tn war, it is a fire
that burms the aggressors”,

It went on:"This is Baghdad,
the city of the world. To those
who an it, and fortu-
nate are who i
This is Baghdad, the radios of
the Republic of lraq and the
voice of the Masses.”

In Moscow earller Friday
Soviet spokesman Vitall
lgnatenko said lraq had
a “positive reply” o the
which
things calls for an uncondi-
tional [ragl
Kuwait.
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