N The Eaﬂgﬁ_ﬁt&r

Dhaka, Sunday, February 24, 1991

On Tuesday, Mr. Yeltsin delivered yet another
attack on the Soviet leader, asked for his resigna-
tion and transfer of his power to the collective
body, the Federation Council in which Mr. Yeltsin

would undoubtedly be a dominating figure.

The latest reports from Moscow suggest that
this is the first time Mr. Yeltsin has outright de-
manded the resignation of President Gorbachev
and that there is no hint that the Soviet leader
will be a member of the Federation of Council.

The situation is complex, and so is position
held by the maverick, leader of the Russian
Republic. There is no doubt that Mr. Yeltsin
wants to pace up the reforms so that millions of
Soviet people may not face the severest winter
since the World War II. The question is, can Mr.
Yeltsin achieve his laudable objective by removing
Mr. Gorbachev and replacing him by what may
well turm out a squabbling Council? Again, in such
a situation, can the leader of the Russian Republic
prevent the emergence of a dictator from within
the armed forces ? Could Boris Yeltsin be such a
leader ? -

A great leader by any standard, Mikhail
Gorbachev is of course not blameless. Maybe he
has been too hasty in acquiring too much power
for his office as the President of the Soviet Union.
Again, it is possible that the Soviet leader paid
more attention to ending the cold war with the
United States than on bringing bread and
sausages to the empty table of the Russian

peasant.

Herein lies the contrast between the Russian
experiment and the Chinese reforms. In Beijing,
the emphasis right through the whole decade of
the eighties has been changing the rural scene,
bringing better seeds and fertiliser to the farmer,
even providing him with loans to buy tractor and
telephone.The farmer thus experienced affluence
he has ever known during the past four decades.
The Russian experiment went the other way
round. It filled the Soviet with new ideas
and hopes — all very essential in changing the
society — but left the stomach empty. What is
needed is for both Messrs Gorbachev and Yeltsin
to work together, shoulder to shoulder, to tackle

the challenge facing this great country, the Soviet
Union. :

Sexist Terms

Some time ago, there was an uproar when
some women journalists protested against the use
of the term newsmen in the columns of the
International Herald "Tribune. The Paris-based
daily quickly succumbed. Now, instead of
newsmen, we have journalists or, count your
blessings, reporters. However, once we are
obliged to do away with what some peoplé call
sexist terms, one can draw up a pretty long list.
For instance, according to a table just prepared to
the National Union of Journalists of Britain, we do
not have businessman (instead we have business
manager, executive, boss, business chief etc.), we
do not have cameraman, but photographer or
camera operator, No, we do not have manhood,
but adulthood ; no man-in-the-street but average
citizen ; and, believe or not, no woman doctor but
just doctor. Finally, for our Bangladesh Foreign
Office, we should no longer use spokesman but
just official or representative.

One can of course change all these terms and
do away with sexist language. But can we change
our attitude?

A staff journal of a UN body reported some
years ago that when a male executive was out of
his office, he was attending an important staff
meeting, but if a woman was not available, she
was in a washroom. A male executive may be out
on a mission; the woman is on a sick leave, A
man may have taken a day off to see an art
exhibition; a woman is spending the afternoon at

a beauty parlour.
You cannot win them all.

Whoever among the immoral dwarfs of the
aggressive alliance wants to try his luck will meet

with blazing fire.

— Latif Nusayyif Jasim

Iragi Information Minister. |

Our assessment of them is that they are on the
verge of collapse.
— Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf.

Commander of the US forces in the Gulf

Election '91: Tasks of the Day-

he electoral storm
will be over and the
o shier the e
sc par
polls on February 27. Whi-
chever party t:rhwn:lﬂmthn of
parties wins majority and
whosoever else forms the
opposition. there will certainly
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establish democracy with
public accoun . That is
exactly for what people
fought for years but were
deluded time and again.
Hopefully, history will not
repeat itself, and standard
rules of democracy will be fol-
lowed to give the system of
representative a
firm institu shape. True,
the form of government will be
an important factor for this.
One can only hope at this stage
that any over the
system will not distort its out-
come.

Holding of "free and fair”
elections and smooth transfer
of power by the interim
administration to the elected
government under a yet-to-be
agreed arrangement amo
the major political parties wi
mark the beginning of demo-
cratic rule after long many
years. Precisely how many
years after is an issue of exten-
sive political debate. Rival par-
ties or alllances in the current
electoral battle look at this is-

' sue from their 'own points of

convenience. This is perhaps a
non-issue for the average citi-
zens who want to see democ-
racy and public accountability
taking firm roots now. with
unfafling commitments by the
political parties to practice the
same, would like to see
Bangladesh stepping into the
future with bold efforts to help
overcome its chronic problems
of rampant poverty, mass
unemployment, severe malnu-
trition. widespread illiteracy
and inter-related causes of
backwardness. The dawn of
the twentyfirst century and a
new millennium is now less
than a decade away. Many
countries around the globe in-

N experiment in open-

ness that could pro-

duce a form of long-
dreamt regional unity is
place in the Caribbean. Leading
it is Shridath Ramphal, the
Guyanese diplomat who retired
last year as Commonwealth
Secretary-General.

Ramphal heads a eommis-
sion of prominent West [ndi-
ans who are touring the region
and talking not to the gov-

| ernments, but to the people.

In towns and villages through-
out the 13 territories of the
Caribbean Community
(Caricom] from St Kitts and
Dominica to Guyana and Ja-
maica, they are asking every-
one to tell them frankly what
they want.

They have urged the people
"to respond in great numbers,
and share with us your con-
cerns, your fears, your hopes
and your aspirations for the fu-
ture of our community of West
Indian peoples.”

West Indians have never

been shy to speak out and ev-
erywhere the Commission has
gone—and it is only half way
through its task—people are
doing just that. They have re-
sponded because they say that
in 30 years of independence
the politicians have never re-
ally asked them to open their
hearts,
A booklet introducing the
commission admits: "Over the
period since Caribbean coun-
tries achieved political inde-
pendence, it has become evi-
dent that small states, on their
own, lack the capacity to de-
velop to the full their natural
and human resources.”

The last any public
consultation ;li'nﬁu kintru took
place was in 1938 when the
British set up a Royal Commis-
sion under Lord follow-
ing civil disturbances in their
then colonies.

The current Commission is
quite independent of
Caribbean _ governments,
although it has their blessing.
The idea for it came from
Prime Minister Arthur Robin-
son of Trinidad and Tobago. He
had warned that "the
Caribbean could be in danger
of becoming a backwater,”

The cost is being borne by
Sweden, the Netherlands,
Canada, Britain and interna-
tional bodies like the Latin
American Development Bank,
United Nations Development

cluding those in Asia have
made phenomenal in
h-tMnrﬂrecdm;m

we still remain in the same old

development more equitably
distributed? Or are we des
tined to suffer and reconcile
ourselves in uity to the
third or fourth bottom-line po-
sition in the world economie
atlas? It is for the future
democratic government to an-
swer. But the answer will de-
termine the course of events
for the coming years — the
turn of the century and per-
haps beyond that too. The
durability of demoeratic sys-
tem will also largely depend on

Bangladesh econc ™ ted
in the 1980s :':d :e,n:m
structurally atrophied. It s no
less surprising that rate of in-
vestment should decline. the
rate of rate into
one of the lowest in the Third
World, that revenue collections
should remain at an unc

level over a decade, that the
share of current expenditures
should in the last half of the

opment strategy
Development aid is neo

longer an “open-ended relief
kitchen”. Claims. irrespective
of our own , Can
no further be made to
‘anrelieved generosity’ from
the doners. De in use
of resources can no longer be
sustained. The country will
have to look increasingly
within itsell to build an
"agenda for sustainable devel-

". Development aid has

become an uncongenial
arena where competition

must be sought
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Average citizens would like to see
'» overcome its chronic prol

how the political leadership
comes to grips with
economic {issues. How the
clected handles
its t agenda will
indeed be the central factor in
determining the outcome of
the return to democratic poli-
tics in

Formulating such an agenda
presents a formidable task be-
cause of an unfavourable devel-
opment inherftance, il not any-
thing else. The point has
rightly been elucidated by Prof,
Rehman Sobhan, Planning Ad
viser to the interim govern-
ment, in his obser.ations at
the recent biennial conference
of Bangladesh Economic Asso-
ciation.

"A decade of autocracy has
left us an unequally personal-
ized development process
where all power and patronage
was increasingly centralised
and development administra-
tion was lelt without any guid-
ing norms. Allocative decisions
tended to be arbitrary and no
historical ‘memory accumu-
lated to provide a set of prece-
dents needed to sustain disap-
peared administration. All

!

19808 come to exceed that of
development expenditure and
that foreign aid should come 10
underwrite the entire
development budget.”

Now at the turn of a hope-
fully democratic chapter in our
history. the immediate back-
drop of a debilitating econoinic
situation thus provides yet
more a compelling reason to
face the challenges with bold-
ness, determination and
transparency. Certainly Bang-
ladesh is a country where
there Is no alternative to opti-
mism. For the nation that
gained {ts freedom at a high
cost for a better life, it is im-
possible, without hope, to go
through the deprivations that
face the poor teeming millions
whose votes are being solicited
in the elections. The changing
international context in which
markel economic forces and
private enterprise (not of
course crony capital as the pri-
vate sector in Bangladesh is
largely identified, rightly or

wrongly) are receiving greater /

altention for economic re-
forms in erstwhile centrally

recent developments in the
Gulf.

For the elected govern-
ment, the most daunting task
will therefore be to set its pri-
orities for a sustainable eco-
nomic agenda in the light of
the new economic realities
after two decades of indepen-
dence. It s an intriguing chal-
lenge at the same time. A sus-
tainable development strategy
will call for strict measures to
avoid any laxity that only in-
duces the lapse into high
spending and low saving. E[l-
forts for mobilisation of re-
sources through an efficient
fiscal and monetary system
must be stepped up. A varicty
of unconventional ways based
on tapping the underutilized
human and material resources

ment, poverty alleviation ef-
forts will of course merit

priority attention.

20
billion development dollars in
last two decades. The out-
standing external debt is now
over 10 billion dollars, owver
hall of the total size of our
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Yet then, the poverty syn-
drome continues in an un-
abated manner.

Eradication ol poverty is an
imperative need to help ex-
pand the domestic markets by
raising effective demand
([demand backed by purchasing

power} for sustaining the

West Indians Asked to

Map out their Future

by Derek Ingram

A unique exercise in democracy is being carried out in the Caribbean. A non-government
commission financed from outside the region is touring the islands asking the people to
plan their future. At public meetings up and down 13 countries people are invited to speak

their minds.

Programme (UNDP) and the
com secretariat.

The 15 Commission mem-
bers include Alister Mcintyre,
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of the West Indies and a
former UN Under Secretary-
General, Professor Rex Nettle-
ford, the Prp Vice-Chancellor,
William Demas, former presi-
dent of the Caribbean Devel-
opment Bank, and Frank Ram-
persad, Co-ordinator of
the 1990 Caribbean Economic
Conference.

The aim of the commission
is the highlight a common
identity and to move the
Caribbean away from the petty
bickering and the clinging to
every vestige of sovereignty
that. has the region for
so long. The hearings so far
have shown that the people are

The CARICOM
countries

I {||||Ocean
Pacific
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ahead of most governments.

They want less hassle from
officialdom in a variety of ways,
such as [reer movement be-
tween islands. Just to travel
from one island to another to
do business you must often get
passports or permits. People
want a common currency—
raising questions of monetary
union and a central bank that
are echoes of the arguments
going on in the European
Community.

Time and again, people are
voicing their disenchantment
with government. They are
complaining, says Ramphal,
that governance is flawed. In
some small island states par
liament hardly meets—in St
Kitts and Nevis (population

- 43.000) the commission ound

it had not met for nine

by
I.'T
~ith effect fron

months.

Press freedom is a concern.
Although the Caribbean press
is freer than in many areas of
the world, there are weak
spots.

The commission is looking
at matters of health care,
poverty, the widespread threat
of drugs, humans rights,
women's rights, education,
sport and cultural links, as
well as relations with the non-
English speaking Caribbean,
Latin and Central America.

Economic prospects are a
priority. The idea of the
commission was largely
prompted by widespread fears
that the Caribbean economy is
about to be squeezed by the
abolition of the European
Community's internal trade
barricrs on January 1 1993

Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM) was «

Barbados. Guyana. Jamaica. Trinidad and To

and the free trade area be-
tween Canada and the United
States and probably Mexico.
Unless the Caribbean can get
its act together and raise pro-
duction and exports, its future
is bleak.

At the same time people are
deeply concerned about retain-
ing their cultural identity. The
Caribbean is bombarded by US
aqt;ﬁl:l television. It needs to
res tting out more

by oameit g
ing satellite time for regional
programmes. [t needs better
regional radio and TV machin-

ery 1o produce the material.

The commission is not con-

fining its hearings to the re-
gion. It is also to hold meet-

ings with Wes! Indians abroad.
In April it will go 1o Dritain.

Sir, How devoid our pre-
sent day politicians are
from the realities obtaining
in the country will be evi-
dent from their current
election campaign. Nation-
alism, secularism or reli-

gion, reminiscence of the -

golden era when they were
in power and even which
form of government is
more democratic and more
suitable for the country, are
no issues of vital impor-

tance to the commonman. -

But unfortunately the lead-

ers of our main stream po-
litical alliances have no
other things to offer but to
harp on these old tunes
like a warped gramophone
record days in and days out
in their election campaign.

The only issue that is of
utmost importance to the
common people is that of
quick economic develop-
ment of the country that
will bring some comfort to
their abject and dismal
lives. Our leaders of the
major alliances are vague
on the subject. To bring

about any noticeable

changes in the economy in
shortest possible time, a
thorough shake-up of the
present day system is re-
quired which will entail:

a] Dealing all corrupt
practices with iron-hand.

b) Establishment of rule
of law and total discipline
in our political and social
life as well as in all aspects
of economic activities cov-
ering the industrial, trad-
ing, transportation, com-
munication and public util-
ity sectors.

¢) Totally disciplined
labour front and en-

trepreneurs and business-
men aware of their
obligations and committed
and dedicated to the wel-
fare of the society and not
the get-rich-quick syn-
drome that is seen nowa-
days in our trade, com-
merce and manufacturing

whether our present day
leaders have the courage (o
try to bring about that

change.
S.A Moazzam
Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka

Drug addiction

Sir, Drug addiction has
become a common malaise
of our society. This Is spe-
cially so, about the
generation |.e, Lhe
leenagers.

Among the various types
of ., the most easily

and to which the
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resources in past
have been one cause for
lower allocations of availlable
resources for uctive sec
tors. Financial sector is also

;

:l:rmt“u or pledges made by

political parties or particu-

larly those who win peo
les’ mandate will be

aled into actions t

these exercises.

The author is the Economic
Editor of The Dally Star

Later it will talk to people in
New York. Washington and
Toronto, as well as to groups of
West Indian academics.

Since the US went
into Grenada in 1983—led as
deputy commander by the man
who is now at the head of the
allted forces in the Gull, Gen-
eral Norman f—the
Corthraas Shgiodt e’ Pl
sadly little intcrnational atten-
thon

Grenada highlighted the
vulnerability of tiny island

After an 1ll-co at-
tempt at federation in the
Fifties at a time when most of
the islands were still British
colonies each went its own
way. The formation of the
Caribbean Community
{Caricom) produced only Hm-
ited and tion.

The undemocratic nature of
the Forbes Burmham regime In
Guyana and the 1979 coup In
Grenada strained relations and
prevented Caricom's develop-
ment. Formation of the Organi-
sation of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) as a result of
lessons learmed from events in

Grenada proved more promis-
Ing.

For today's world more
comprehensive machinery is
needed. The commission
hopes to come up with an-
swers. It will publish =&
progress report in July, bul
the @s will go on o De-
cember. Its full report, likely
to be a bulky document, will be
ready early in 1992, The
commission will then travel
throughout the West [ndies
explaining its findings.

As puts it: “"We alm
to MWMHMM.
pragmatic. We are lUrying con-
sciously to subordinate scpa-
ratism and when iL comes out



