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literacy by the end of the year
~— that's the goal of the trail-
blazing Kerala state govern-
ment. Though average income
per head in the lush sduth-
western Indian state 1s below
the national average, social
benefits more than make up
for this.

The state has the best pni-
mary health care service in the
country. Public health care
centres are sftuated for easy
access for the population.

The fruits of this s
can be seen in the low infant
mortality rate of 27 per 1,000
as com to 86 per 1,000
for the whole of India. On top
of that, average life expectancy
in the state is 68 years, almost
ten years above the national

average

The people of Kerala also

level of nutrition,
with tapioca and fish providing
the main sources of
Millions of children receive
noon meals at their nurserics
and schools. Annual population

*of Hteracy

by Radhakrishna Rao

BANGALORE (India): Total well below the national average Women in Kerala marry

of 2.2%.
The state’s remarkable de-
t is attributed among
other things to a high degree
. Al present about
70% of Kerala's population is
Iterate. Two of its fourteen
districts, Kottayam and Er-
nakulum, reached 100% liter-

acy last year.

A unigue mass movement
invelving thousands of literacy
workers is all out for the
ultimate goal 100% literacy

lhmf'lout the state by the
end of 1991. If the movement

is successful, Kerala will be the
first state in the developing
worlkd state to achieve this

goal

The state is dominated by
the Nair community, which
given its matriarchal tradi-
tions, has n women a high

le in the social hicrarchy
omen have a very high profile
in the movement for literacy
and women literacy workers

growth is running at 1.79%, outhumber men.
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later and have fewer children
compared to the rest of the

country. degree of
literacy 18 also reflected in the
lower infant mortality rate,
hl:t:: and nutrition.
has a long history of
radical Htics. In 1969 a
Marxist- government im-

lemented sweep land re-
which distributed land

to the poor. The current
communist government was
elected in 1987 in democratic

elections.

Non- -
ala People's Science Movement
(KSSP — Kerala Shaster
Sahitya Parishad ) also enjoy
wide public support in their
social welfare campaigns. The
KSSP gets it message for lit-
eracy and environmental
awareness across by drawing
on local folk dancing tradition

and street parades along with
posters and phlets.

The literacy level is
alse reflected in the high
newspaper circulation and

e

Kerala: Full Literacy
y the End of 1991

readership. enhancing the so-
cial awareness ol the popula-
tion. Public protests erupt
spontancously if social services
are not up to par, with the re-
sult that the medical infras-

tructure, for example, is very
to public needs.

In the World Bank's at-
tempts to define a new index
of human development based
on other indications than GNP
(gross national product)
growth, Kerala's development
pattern has been named as a
model for other developing
countries.

However, the state's
unique political history and
radical land laws. few other
Third World countries are
likely to match Kerala's record
of aehievement.

But Kerala state is living

that real quality of life —
alth. food, education and
land for the people — is a more
legitimate yardstick with
which to measure the ad-
vancement of a population than
just their economic state of al-
fairs. / PANOS
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The high degree of literacy among the Keralans is also reflected in the lower infant mortality rate, better hygiene and

Saddam drops ME issues ?

NICOSIA, Feb 22 : For the Kuwait

first time, Iraq seems to have
agreed to withdraw [rom
Kuwait without lin to
other Middle East issues,
the Palestinian cause

Hussein  has
championed, AP.

The Soviet-Iragi as it
was presented carly Friday
morning may have contained
several points objectionable to
the United States and many of
its allies.

But noticeably absent from
the main pointS coming
out of Moscow was Saddam's
insistence that pulling out of
Kuwait must involve a com-

Middle East peace
* including Israell withdraw
from Arab lands #t has
occu since 1967. %

That has been a mainstay of
Iraq's policy since Saddam's
peace initiative of Aug. 12, ten
days after his invasfon of

Saddam

At the time, Saddam pro-

posed “that all the occupation

, and those that have

portrayed as occupation

-fni the region, be re-

solved simultaneously and on

the same ples and basis

that should be laid by the (UN)
Security Council.”

The Iraqgi leader said that
should include "immediate and
unconditional Israelf
withdrawal from occupfed Arab

lands in Palestine, Syria and

Lebanon; a Syrlan withdrawal
from Lebanon; mutual with-
drayals by Iraq and Iran and
: ment for the situation

i Kuwait.”

The withd raﬁn!s. unac-

" ceptable to President, George
- Bush and his allies, has

continued to be part of Iraqi

. péace proposals through the

one issued a week ago on Feb

15.

The Revolutionary Com-
mand Council, headed by
Saddam, said then that an
Iraqi withdrawal "should be
linked to an Israeli pullout
from occupied Palestine and
other Arab territories in the
Syrian Golar 'leights and
Lebanon.”

"Should Israel resist, the
Security Council is to apply
against Israel the same mea-
sures applied against Iraq,” the
RCC said in its proposal, which
was termed by Bush to be a
"cruel hoax.”

To many Arabs, the linkage
ed on an equal application
of UN Security Cou resolu-

tions. To Iraq and its sympa-
thizers, it seemed unjust to
impese sanctions and go to
war to enforce resolutions
aimed at getting Iraq out of
Kuwait while such measures
were not taken to enforce

Resolution No. 242, which
calls for Israell withdrawal
from those areas it took in the

‘1967 Arab-Israeli war.

Those territories include
the West Bank, taken from
Jordan, and the Gaza Strip.
won from Egypt. The occupied
territories are home to 1.7
million Palestinians who would
like to"form an independent
state there, a goal staunchly
opposed by Israel.

The eight points of the
Soviet plan disclosed in
Moscow dropped the demands
for linkage, but they left the
door open for possible addi-
tions.

The final term announced
was that talks would continue
between Soviet and Iraqf
offictals on_ other "details and
specifications,” with results on
those talks expected to be
announced later Friday.

In anticipation of great

tank battle

WASHINGTON, Feb 22: Two
of the world's best tanks,
America's M-1 Abrams and
Iraq's Soviet-made T-72, are
on course to collide. in what
could be one of the great tank
battles in the history of war,
reports AP.

U. S. military officials are
confident their tank has the
edge in speed, man-

oeuverability, armor and tec-

hnology. Even more important,

the American tanks will be

backed by attack planes and
helicopters firing tank-killing -
missiles.

will be eru-

Air supre

cial because of the nature of
ground offensive, which -

this
could be quite different from
major land battles of the

Tanks rumbiled back _
for hundreds of miles during
the north African cam of
World War [I pitting the Allies
against German Field Marshall

have destroyed 750 of the es-
‘timated 4,000 Iraqi tanks in
the Kuwaiti theater, U. S. offi-
cials said. Those include the T-

72s as well as older, but still

dangerous, T-55s and T-62s.
The U. S. military has about
2,200 tanks in the Gulf, a
combination of the highly
touted MI1-Al's, older model

. M-1s and amaller M-60s as-

en 3,000 GCérman  and

Soviet tanks e in the
Soviet city of Kursh in 1943.

This time,
forces will be

deeply entrenched, well-de-
ed and largely

the advantages they can get.

Already, coalition air strikes

the coalition
ta

immobile
enemy. The allies will need all

- row-like

signed to the Marines.
Coalition forces have an addi-

_tlonal 1,200 tanks in the ficld.

Military .officials said that in

" & head-to-head battle, the 3-

milllon-dollar M1-A1l is clearly
superior to the T- 72, the best
tank on the Soviet export
market and known in Iraq as
the "Babylon lion.”

The four-man U. S. tank has
a depleted uranium, ceramic
‘and steel armor with a density
1.5 times that of ordinary
steel. Its main gun, firing ar-
e tangstén-and-uranium
is

“machiné gun and two 7.62mm

The T-72's 126mm gun is
slightly larger than the MI-
Al's gﬂ:mn gun, and, like the
American tank, is laser-guided.
But the M1-Al has a better
range and is more accurate,
hitting targets nearly two
miles away. It has computers

- dating

“mobility

that automatically adjust the
firing position of the gun to
lock in on the enemy, and
electronic held from the Air in
locating entrenched targets.

"The M1-Al is immune to
iragi anti-tank weapons in a
frontal attack and it has a gun
which is more accurate, has
more range and can penetrate
more armour than Ilragi guns
said”. Kenneth Brower. an in-
ternational research fellow at
the Sandhurst Royal Military
Academy in Britain.

Iraq opened some eyes
when its T-55, a Soviet model
back 30 years and
more, effectively used night-
vision eguipment in the attack
on the Saudi border town of
Khafji. But the M1-Al is able to
magnify lights in the night
without giving off beams that
make it vulnerable to enemy
fire.

"We can see through the
smoke he can't said one Army

The M1-Al has far greater
-it can fire with accu-
racy when traveling 35 to 40
mph (about 55 to 72 kph)

the Iragi systems still
have to stop and fire.

The Iragis will try to elimi-
nate that advantage by slowing
down the allied advance with
deep trenches, barricades and.

possibly,
weapons.

In that event, the MI-Al
can close its hatch gnd make
use of a sophisticated air-
circulation system designed
for operations in areas
contaminated by
chemical or biological attacks.
But the three-man T-72s,
many buried up i their turrets

in the desert sand and large
impervious to cluster bom

attacks,
strengths.

The diesel-powered T-72
consumes far less fuel than the
turbine-powered M-1, making
the American model more de-

dose have some

pendent on gallons (2.1 mil-

lion liters) of fuel, and 640
trucks and trailers, to keep a
tank division going during a

24 hour, high-intensity offen-

The Iragis also have been
able to test modify their tanks
including mounting the
1256mm guns on some of their
T-558 during eight years of
desert warfare with lran.

"The Soviet T-72 has some
serious advantages over our M-
1 Abrams.,”" said former
Pentagon weapons analyst
Pierre Sprey. Besides the
higher fuel consumption. the
M-1's air Mlters must be
changed as often as every few
hours. Both these factors erode
the Abrams’ crucial edge in
mobility, Sprey said.

The key will be the coali-'

tion's ability to flush the Ilraqi
tanks out of their bunkers,
making them vulnerable to A-
10 attack planes with super-
sonic Maverick missiles

use of chemical’

nuclear, |

Education

Gulf crisis

he Schumacher College

in Totnes, UK, said to

be the world's first
colicge bascd on ccological and
spiritual valucs, could in ycars
to come prove 1o be one of the
first sicps towards a guict but
dramatic global revolution.

"We arc at the dawn of a
new era, an era of ecology and
spirituality,” says Director
Satish Kumar.

"We must participate in a
sustainable global way of life or
[ace extinclion. Our »i-
bility is to change, to think

and act locally, to re-
duce our necds, to limit and
control technology.”

Set amid the B00-acrc
grounds of Dartington Hall
near Totnes in Devonshire, the
ncwly opencd collcge is draw-
ing students from around the
world inicresied in exploring
inner and oulcr aspects of "the
green revolution.”

Kumar sces the college as a
scedbed for ncw paths of de-
velopment. "The world s
mesmerised by Western tech-

and the Western way of
hife. t unlimited economic
growth is unsustainable and
ccologically impossible. There
will either be a catastrophe or
some kind of quantum leap in
consciousncss.”

lHe draws on the
of intermediate technology cx-

in Fritz Schumacher’s

Small s Beautiful, which

has been applied in many pro-

jects in the developing world.

“Non-violence must enter Lhe

worlds of science and industry.

Non-violent technology fis

smallscale, subject o human

control. Ecology and Develop-
ment are one concepl.”

Professor James Lovelock is
lcading the [irst five-week
coursc on the licalth of Gaia,
the Earth Goddcess of the
Grecks, and his name for the
idea that the Earth is a scll-

regulating and cvolving organ-
ism.

From Gaia's point ol view
mankind is a plaguc on the
carth, destroying and poison-
ing life on all levels, obstruct-
ing evolution. This view has
provoked a storm in scientilic
circles.

Lovelock rctains a sturdy
independence Lthough he pre-
viously worked on the US Na-
tional Acronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) space

mme and is visiling pro-
m ol Cybernetics at Read -
ing University.

Teachers on olher courses
include Jonathan Porritt, a
lcading figure in DBritain's
Green movement, the US fu-
turist llazel llendcrson, the
Chilcan "barcfoot” cconomist
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A New College for a Quantum
Leap in Consciousness

Manifred Max Necf, and Rupert
Sheldrake, Fellow of Clare
College, Cambridge, whosc
controversial book The Rebirth
of Nature was slated as
"dangerous” and "M for burn
ing” by influential figures In
the sefentifie cstablishment
Dr Guy Claxton, a wriler on

psychology and Buddhism. has
takcn a sabbatical from lectur
ing in education at the Univer-
sity of London to join the col
lege stall. “The college 1s con-
cerned with the environment,
but admits that we cannot ool
our hearts — the spiritual is
what rcally matlers.”

" Among the 27 students on
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them to lake a holistic ap-
proach lowards dcevelopment

st ta gty
Eﬁmn revﬂlutiﬂlggrnpirad
r:Al Gemini News Service

the

the first flive-week course,
which costs 1,080, are an In-
dian biologist and environmen
tal activist, the founder ol the
Alaskan Groen and a stu-
dent of animal husbandry from
Ljublfana University, Yugoslavia.
British studcents include a Ro-
man Catholic pricst, a com

puler programmer, a radio
producer, a lcacher in man-
agement studies and an
occanographer.

The ncw college refleets
the central clements in Satish
Kumar's life, spintuality and a
commitment to peace. Born In
India, at the age of nine he be-
came a Jain monk. At 18 he
joincd the Gandhian move
ment for land reform which
redistributed four million
acrcs of land to India's land-
less.

Then, aged 27, he read an
article aboul the Btitish
philosopher and peace cam-
paigner Bertrand Russell who
had been imprisoned for
protcsting against nuclear
weapons. It caused a tremen-
dous sensation in my mind.
lHere is a man of 90 putting his
lifc on the line — what am |
doing for pcace?”

BAGHDAD, Feb 22: Bicycles
and horse-drawn carts ply
the streets of Baghdad.
Modern day detergents are
used to wash clothes in
streams and rivers. candles
and kerosenc lanterns have
replaced the electric bulb,
reports Reuter.

It has been five weeks to the

day since the United States |

and its Allies began hitting
Baghdad with bombs and
missiles, devastating the an-
cient capital city and
forcing its four million
people to adapl to primitive
living conditions.

Water and electricity supplies
have now been cut for a
month, fuel sales to private
motorists and basic food
items arc strictly rationed.
Essential items sell for up
to a 100 times their pre-
war price on a flourishing,
black market.

Life has become harder, but we

. must not forget that war is
war. We just have to cope
with it,”" said university
lecturer Falah Hussein, who
says he could endure the
hardships brought abouit by

the Gull war, but was
concerned about his
students.

Reading under the light of a
kerosene lantern of a
candle can be unbearable if

electricity is not restored
soon. But some Baghdad's
say something good is
coming out of all the
devastation and hardships.

"Look”, said rubber factory
owner Hussein Ali Pointing
to his stomach. "Thanks to
the war | have lost weight
and never complain of
health problems after three
wecks of exercising.”

Ali, 55, explains that his
doctors advised him before
the Gull war erupted on
January 17 to walk cvery

Hctld me “it is good for my
heart.” .

The optimists ecven see and
improvement in the en-
vironment as an indircct re-
sult of the war.

"The sky is clearer and there
is so much leass smoke in
the air,” commented re-
tired chemistry teacher
Alila Osma. 54.

Spiralling black market prices
have ifed everything
mﬂmumu
a time like this.

‘tarnished by his

"But this is nothing new.
Traditional cultures such as
the Buddhists and Taoists and
many indigenous peoplc say
this. In India we always say :
“"The whole Earth s my fam-
tly.” Now modern science is
arriving at the same conclu-
slon.

"M there is a luture for hu-
manity then it begins with od-
ucation,® says Kumar.
"Smallscale makcs human re-
lationship possible. It makcs
non-violenl ecological spiritual
valucs an integral part of life.

“Schumagcher College is an
instrument of devcloping this

new world view. There are no
institutions where this can be

done for universities and col

lcges are loo entrenched in
the old ways. The College Is a

place where can live a
different lifcsiyle, grow and
evolve — clean the toflets,

study, meditale.”

College students form a di-
verse mix. Richard Nolan, 5§57,
a former mining engincer wilth
the Australian National Coal
Board, Is now a lecturer in

England's West Country is drawing

mu&nﬂuhﬂdm “ﬂ
ﬂ&hmﬁ%

it has already won the

holistie approach can
shown 1o work then | think &
will catch on. Fundcrs are be-

lic believes Alricans have a
head start on Westerners In
irying to understand Gala. “In
Africa we do nol make much
distinction between the mate-
rial and spirflual, antmate and
inanimalc.”

Kumar admits the collcge Is
a tiny beginning, but there are
alrcady encournging signs such
as a goodwill from
Cacchoslovak President Vaclav
Havel and an invitatien for
Kumar to visit him.

GEMINI NEWS

Tom Asiton is Associate Edi
tor of Gemini News Service.
lle previously worked for
Channel 4 Television and was
Chief Sub-Editor at Visnews,
the international TV news

agency. He has
widely in South Asia

Gorbachev Plan

ing diplomatic
rabbit from hat

MOSCOW, Feb 22 : Mikhail
S. Gorbachev appeared to pull
another diplomatic rabbit from
his magic hat Friday with the
Kremlin's announcement that
Iraq had accepted his plan to
end the Gulf War, reports AP.

His strong diplomatic effort
sent a surge of hope
throughout the world and
could put new glow on the
Nobel Peace laureate's global
image, which has been badly

bloody
crackdown against the

scparatist Baltic republics.

If it leads eventually to a
settlement of the Gulf War, it
could bolster the Soviet
President’'s position at home,
where he s been under
attack from hard-liners
demanding a further ecrack-
down, and from radicals
demanding quicker reforms.

His main political rival.

Boris Yeltsin, on Tuesday
demanded that Gorbachev
resign. Yeltsin accused the
Soviet leader of amassing
personal power atl the expense
of reforms and ol leading the
country to dictatorship.

A negotiated settlement to
the Gulf War would enhance
the Soviet perception of Gor-
bachev as a world leader of
historic dimensions, and could

him enough momentum o
drive Yeltsin from the political
SCENEC.

Yeltsin's own Russian
federation parliament, with
prodding from Gorbachev's
allies, already is weighing a
possible no-confidence vole to
dump Yeltsin as its president.
Yeltsin's removal from office
would leave Soviet radicals

without a clear leader.

BAGHDAD: Picture received from the Algerian Press
Agency (APT) captioned as showing a tearful Iraqi woman

holding her wounded child after allied bombi

here,
—AFP B PHOTO

Ending the war also could
steal thunder from hard-Hners,
izoolosdaberrity S

ratehd
nlpmrmvcrﬁh have objected 10
the use of US military foree
against Iraq. a longtime Soviet
ally.

Gorbachev had expressed
public concern that the UN-
backed foree in the Gull not
broaden the war from Kuwail
into Iraq.

And mainstream Seoviel
media have been warning that
the United States intended 1o
use the war to establish a
permanent foothold in the Guif
— alt the expense of the
Kremlin and many of s
former allies in the region.

The war fever in the Gulf
scems 1o have spilled over into
Soviet domestic polilics, em-
boldening some military
officers 1o use force against
scparatists in the Ballle re
publics.

Sovict roopy attacked the
Lithuantan television tower on
Jan 13, killing 14 people, and
later hit scparatist forees in
neighbouring Latvia, killing six
people.

Radicals and hard-lipers
alike have blamed the ineident
less has disavowed any advance
knowlcdge of the attacks.

Gorbachev and his inner
circle seemed uincly stu
by the lhlrpﬁrnltrnnlhlﬂ
reaction against the crack-
down, and have managed (o
curtail violence in the Baltics
this month.

lic is Laking some eflious
sicps toward reform in eco-

nomics. as well.

Although Gorbachev secms
(s have abandoped his carfler
Fll‘kh ol IM_ Ml an
end of the Gulf War would
probably reduce the pressure
from hard-linces 1o retreal
from the sicpsirs since 1981,



