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BNPfigning 0 |- 83 foreign journalists

of martyrs

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has called upon
people to renew the pledge to
resist any conspiracy.

In a statement on the occa
sion of ‘Amar Ekushey’ on
Wednesday Begum Zia paid
glowing tributes to the
Language Movement martyrs
and said patriotism was the
guiding spirit behind their
su sacrifices.

Their dream was to estab-
ltish an exploitation-free
sovereign . she said.

She said her party had been
struggling for the last nine
years to realise the dreams of
the Language Movement mar-

She said the upcoming par-
lamentary polls are crucial for
establishing democratic sys-
tem and urged people to
strengthen democracy vot-
ing for the nationalist forces.

Begum Zia said the ensuing
election has immense signifi-
cance as the six crorc voters

will safeguard independence
and democracy from conspir-
acy and betrayal or will step
into the quicksand of one-
party dictatorship.

~Hasina urges
people to remain
cautious
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina called u the
people to materialise ideal
for which the martyrs laid
down their lives on the im-
mortal Ekushey.

In a statement on the eve of
the Ekushey she said martyrs
of the 1| movement
made supreme sacrifices to
build an exploitation-free
Bangladesh. Their struggle was
against autocracy, communal-
ism, alien culture and reac-
tionary forces, the Awami

Chief said.
Sheikh Hasina said the
taught the nation to
achieve victory against the au-
tocracy through continuous
struggle. The nation achieved
independence through the War
of Liberation in 1971 under

the leadership of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, after
ng movement in 1954,
1968, 1962 and 1969 taking
lessons from the Language

Movement.

Certain were active
to subvert victory achieved
through bloodshed in the
streets, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the
people remember how they
were subjected to autocratic
rule after the killing of Shetkh
Mujibur Rahman and how the
fruits of independence inchud-
ing "Joy Bangla® slogan and the
four state principles were de-

The Awami League leader
paid tributes to the martyrs of
the recent democratic move-
ment that brought down the

t of Ershad.

Sheikh Hasina urged the
people to remain cautious so
that none can snatch the vic-
tory of the movement by fan-
ning communalism.

Newspapers
carrying Sikhs'
statements
to be seized

CHANDIGARH (India), Feb
20: India’'s Punjab state gov-
ernment told district officials
today to seize all newspapers

statements from Sikh
militants fighting for an inde-
pengent homeland, reports

Reuter.

State Home Secretary A. S..
Chadha told reporters district
magistrates had been ordered
to seize publications carrying
statements from militants or
advertisements announcin
the funerals of militants kill

by police.

He said newspapers were
also ordered not to print the

statements. Many newspapers
have disregarded such advice
in the past because of threats

to stafl. They have often pub-
lished statements in full and
carried advertisements an-
nouncing funerals where mili-
tants surface to make ant-gov-
ernment speeches.

In Chandigarh, the Punjab
state capital, nearly all news-

the rnment.
ﬁ.ﬁtlll a half-dozed

ts have been killed by
Sikh rebels in as many years.

radio and televisions o
world .

Indian journalists topped
the list with 27 expected to
cover the elections. Some of
them have already arrived in
thie city.

Leading Indian newspapers
like The Hindustan Times.
Financial Express, Ananda
Bazar Patrika, The Statesman,
The Hindu, The and
The Sunday will send their

to cover election

By Special Correspondent

representatives.
Associated Press will send

their bureau chiel of New
Delhi. Barbara Crossette will
represent the New York Times
of USA

A seven-member German
television crew are expected
to cover the polis. Besides.
German radio will send their
bureau chief of New Delhi. A
Russian correspondent will
also be sent by Novosti News

A three-men Japanese TV
Asahi crew and a newsman
from Tokyo-based Nihon Ketzai
Shimbun will cover the tlec-
tions. Sandra Jean Burton, a

Hong Kong-based Time
magazine cerrespondent is

also expected to arrive.

Two Swedish radio corre-
spondents, a correspondent of
Czechoslovak news agency will
cover the elections.

Derek Brown. Delhi-based
bureau chief of the Guardian of
United Kingdom is expected
to arrive shortly. Radio
Australia will also send one
representative. Besides two
other Australian journalists are
also expécted to arrive. More
correspondents from Sweden,
Norway, USA, UK. Denmark
are likely to cover the polls.

‘Amar Ekushey today
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Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University and the Dhaka
University Teachers
Association placed wreaths.
were by leaders
of Bangladesh Federal Union ol
Journalists, Dhaka Union of
Journalists and National Press
Chub.

The processionists were
carrying Lnnnrl. Volunteers of
the Dhaka University Central
Students Union virtually failed
to discipline the overenthusi-
astic barefoot processionists.
They could not announce
names of the organisations
which were among the first to
place wreaths.

However, discipline was re-
stored 15 minutes after the
Acting President left the minar
premise.

The observance of the Sha-
heed Day is of special signifi-
cance this year as the nation is
marching ahead for the
restoration of democracy
through the February 27 elec-
tions after ousting a nine-year
autocratic rule. In a to
the nation on the eve of the
day President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed paid

homage to the language mar-

Tribals coming
back, getting
enrolled

A h:r number of tribal
people of the hill tracts are re-
turning home to exercise their
rights of franchise taking the
advantage of the t's
decision to extend the last
date for enrolment of their
names in the voters’ list, re-
ports BSS,

According to information
received in Dhaka, 310 tribals
in K chhari submitted
their names to the Chiefl Elec-
tion Commissioner when he
visited the place on February

" Khaleda
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compromising movement and
fulfilled all its commitments in
the past. If elected. BNP would
establish democracy.  rule of
justice, and development-ori-

‘ented politics and meet basic

needs of people, the BNP chief
reiterated. Regarding the ab-
scond ministers and other
accomplices of Ershad. she
called upon the authorities to
arrest them without further
delay.

The BNP chief expressed
resentment at the decision not
to send Ershad to jail. If voted
to power, all the culprits in-
cluding the former president
would be tried, she assured
her audience.

Regarding the killings of
students, housewives including
Sharmin Nizam alias Rima,
Mahia Islam and Sogera Mor-
shed and inumberable others,
she said all the killers would
be tried. -

Chaired by Lokman Hossain
Fakir, the meeting was also
addressed by BNP ers Ja-
hanara Begum, Jamiruddin
Sarkar and Firoz Noon.

Ershad
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file a writ petition to vacate
the stay order.

Meanwhile, the three-
member medical board has
checked ex-president Ershad
and that he is medi-
cally fit to face the trial

The trial was scheduled to
begin on February 16. But due
to fliness Ershad was not pro-
duced before the tribunal and
the judge of the tribunal
ordered formation of a three-
member medical board to in-
vestigate the health condition

| of Ershad.

tyrs and hoped that observance
of the day will once again in-
spire the nation to achieve
democracy by holding free and
fair elections.

Begum Khaleda Zia, Chair-
person, Bangladesh Nationalist
Party, in a statement on the
occasion said patriotism was
the main guiding force of the
language martyrs who fought
for democracy and people's
rights.

Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina said that the movement
of language martyrs was against
autocracy, communalism, alien
culture and reactionary forces,
and urged the people to guard
against conspiracies to undc
the fruits of the democratic
movement.

Bangladesh Awami League
will hoist black flag at its cen-
tral office, bring out mourning
procession at 6.30 am and
place wreath at Shaheed Mi-
nar.

sh Nationalist Party
(BNP) will hoist black flag at
its central office. The national
and flags will also be
flown at half mast. It will hold
a rally at Mirpur Road near
Balaka Hall at seven in the
moming. From there mourn-
ing procession will proceed
towards Azimpur Graveyard to
pay ho to the martyrs.
And then lay wreaths at Sha-

heed Minar.
Fﬁc-ﬁrﬂy Alliance will

bring out mouming procession
at 6 am and lay wreath at Sha-
heed Minar.

BKSAL will hotst black flag
at its party office at 6 am and
will bring out a mourning pro-
cession at seven in the mom-
ing to lay wreaths at the Sha-
heed Minar.

Sammilita Sanskritik Jote
will bring out a mourning pro-
cession at seven in the moum-
ing and lay wreaths at Shaheed
Minar.

National Awami Party (NAP
Bhasani) will arrange a rick-
shaw-pullers rally at Shahbag
in protest of the VIP regula-
tions.

Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Mukti Andalon will hold a
mourning procession. In the
afternoon it will hold a discus-
sfon meeting at party office
followed by a cultural function

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
will bring out mourning pro-
cession from Curzon Hall area
at seven in the moming and
lay wreath at the Shaheed Mi-
nar.
Programmes taken up by
the government include spe-
cial prayers for the shaheeds,
Quran Khani and milad. Islamic
foundation will hold a ten-day

flnng programme {including a

fair of Islami books.

Ekushey February is a public
holiday. Newspapers have

brought out special supple-
ments and {ssues

Che Daily Star

Zia resorted to killings
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Mohisha Islampur.
Munshibazar, Teenchara,

lalima Bazar, Monikandi. Char
Borohashpur, Kolashdi and
Matzkandi.

AL Secretary General
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
Sheikh Selim., Abdul Wajed
Chowdhury. Abdur Rouf Mas-
ter. Imamuddin Chow-dhury
and Kazi Abdur Rashid spoke
at these meetings.

Shetkh Hasina warned the
people against the machina-
tions of Jamaat Razakar and
Albadrs who were out to de-
cefve the people in the name
of religion. She said if they
were voted, Jamaat would
again engage itselfl in trad
religion and disrupt socia
harmony.

On the other hand, Sheikh
Hasina told the gathering that

if vote for the or
s of paddy people's re
for democracy would again

land into the hands of auto-
crats. She said it was only boat
which could ensure democ-

racy.

Sheikh Hasina said to stay
in power Ziaur Rahman re-
sorted to killing. all sorts of
unconstitutional means and
corruption. She said only to
make his power secure, 600
officers and 25,000 jawans of
the army were killed during
his tenure. Another 400 de-
tenus were killed in jail.
Moreover to preserve his

, he (Zia) hanged Col
Taher, his comrade during the
Liberation War
Awami League chiefl charged
that the way Zia came to power
through arms by killing
democracy. Ershad did the
same thing The ministers of
Zia and Ershad during last |15

years amassed hu black
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to the leader of a
political party who Is contest.
ing the election from
Nagarkanda, Sheikh Hasina
salid she had betrayed with
bloods of Bangabandhu and

ined hands with Zia clique to
ome minister. She asked
the people not to vote for this

;5

Sheikh Hasina sald trial of
Bangabandhu's killers will be
held

After winding up her tour to
the south-western districts
Sheikh Hasina will reach the
capital today (Thursday)

Jamaat will do
away with
'family rule’

Acting Amir of Jamaat-e-
Islamt Abbas All Khan
Wednesday said his party
would establish a stable politi-
cal system so that autocracy
never came back, BSS.

Addressing a public meet-
ing a! Basabo Maidan in Dhaka.
Khan said Jamaat would estab-
lish full Islamic democracy if
voted to power.

He said the past govern-
ments had pleaded for democ-
racy but in fact they estab-
lished autocratic and family
rule. Jamaat would do away
with this practice and estab-
lish ideal Islamic social system

and democracy, he .
Khan alleged that sorhe

parties were violating election
code of conduct. He called for
maintaining neutrality by the
administration during the
election.
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A Patriot anti-missile missile streaks toward an Iraqi Scud over Tel Aviv on Tuesday evening.'
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Brigade — were told by their
commander on Tuesday the
ground war would be nasty but
short.

Iranian President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani appealed
to US -led Allies on Tuesday to
delay a ground offensive so
Irag could be persuaded to
quit Kuwait through diplomatic

eflorts.
Meanwhile: The Soviet

Ambassador to the United .

Nations, Yuli Vorontsov said he
expected Iraqi Foreign
Minister Tareq Aziz to returm
to Moscow Wednesday anlld he
ho for a positive reply 1o
thcpaienc: ppl:n, detafils of
which are still secret.

Meanwhile a Soviet news-
paper said on Wednesday
"having already decided the
date of the land attack .... the
leaders of the anti-lraq coali-
tion are hardly going to show
interest in a peace plan which
would deprive western gov-
ernments of their own plan —
the destruction of Iraq's mili-

and economic potential
and the removal of (lraqi
President) Saddam Hussein
irom power.”

The Communist Party daily
Pravda, in an editorial head-
lined "give peace a chance”,
echoed the criticism.

Meanwhile, General
Norman Schwarzkopf, com-
mander of the U.S. forces in
the Gulf, said the Iragi army
"on the verge of collapse”, after

hmuﬂnﬂlmnthuf;\l]ﬂ

attacks, the Loss Angeles
Times reported on Wednesday.

In an interview in Riyadh,
Gen. Schwarzkopf{ described
Iragi forces as "hurting very
badly”.

"Our assessment of them is
that they are on the verge of
collapse,” he was quoted as
saying,

Allied air attacks are de-
stroying about 100 tanks a day,

NICOSIA, Feb 20: Iraq said
today its forces inflicted heavy
casualties on Allied troops who
mounted an attack across the
Kuwaiti border, reports Reuter.
“

In a report from the Iraqgi
capital, it said explosions
rocked part of the city for
more than four hours.

"Heavy bombardment of
Baghdad was resumed and ex-
plosions were heard every five

minutes.” it said.
Allied air attacks on

Kerbala, an Iragi city held holy
by Shiite Muslims, have killed
52 people, wounded 250 and
da ed 25 mosques and
churches, according to an
Iraqi toll to an Iranian
journalist on Wednesday.

The Us Defence
Department on Tuesday ac-
cused Iraq of faking bomb
damage to a mosque in the
southern city of Basra and de-
nied that allied bombs had

caused the damage.
Rear Admiral Mike
Mcconnell, an intelligence

list with the Joint Chiefs

Staff, said Iragi engineers on

8 neatly removed the

dome of the Al-Basrah Mosque
and destroyed the second
storey to make it look like

ke

—AFP photo

Allies ready for G-day

bomb damage.
In another development

China told Iraq's Deputy Prime
Minister on Wednesday Iraq
should immediately withdraw
from Kuwait, the official New
China News Agency said.

"Chinese Premier Li Peng
urged Iraq to seize the oppor-
tunity and take immediate and
concrete measures and actions
to withdraw its troops from
Kuwait,” it said.

Meanwhile, four Foreign
Ministers representing the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
plan to go to Baghdad on
Sunday to discuss its proposals
to end the Gulf war, an Indian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said on Wednesday.

European Community
Foreign Ministers on Tuesday
welcomed Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev's appeal for
an unconditional Iragi with-
drawal from Kuwait and
pledged political and eco-
nomic support for restoring
stability to the Middle East
after the Gulf war.

The Italian government be-
lieves Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev's initiative to obtain
a ceasefire in the Gulf war is
"perfectly in line with the
United Nations resclution call-
ing for the withdrawal of Iraqg!
troops from Kuwait” a govern-
ment spokesman said onmn
Wednesday.

Syria said on Tuesday that
Iraq's unconditional with-

drawal from Kuwait was the
only way to end the Gulf war.

Two leaders
provoking
anarchy : Inu

CHITTAGONG, Feb 20
Hasanul Huq Inu, General
Secretary of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (Inu] and
leader of the Five-party
Alliance today expressed his
concern on future of democ-
racy and alleged that the lead-
ers of two major political par-
ties were inciting people for
anarchy, reports BSS.

Inu was addressing a pro-

jection meeting at Agrabad

Lucky Plaza square here this
aflternoon. Presided over by
Saycd Mohammed Yunus the
meeting was also addressed by
Ashok Kumar Sen, Advocate
Liakat Alf, Abdur Rab, Nurul
[slam and Nuruddin Jahed
Manju, Five-party Alliance can-
didate for Chittagong-8
[Doublemooring-Port] con-
stituency.

Inu said the two parties
would not be able to form Fw
ernment even if any one of the

two b 160 parliamentary
seals, use of their weak
leadership.

He advised the major par-
ties to strengthen democracy
by adhering to democratic
norms before ascending to
power, otherwise the elected
government even would not be
allowed to remain in power by
the vested quarters.

Inu said that only a govern-
ment of national consensus
would be able to solve the
growing socio-economic and
political problems.

A'TPs
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Aviation Ministry told
Daily Star that they are expect-
ing the report from the five-
member enquiry committee
within a week. The committee,
headed by a group captain of
the Air Force, was constituted
to look into the causes of the
accident at Saidpur airport in
December in which one of the
ATP aircraft was involved. This
committee is mainly investiga-
ting the material cause and
human error.if any. responsi-

* ble for the accident.

Meanwhile, one engine of
the aircraft, that caught fire in
the accident., has been sent to
Canada for a through check by
its manufacturer Pratt and
Whitney. "We are also waliting
for a renrt from the manufac-
turer about the cause of the
accident”, says the ministry
source. Future flight opera-
tions by ATPs will depend on
these reports, he said.

Biman bought three ATP
aircraft from British Aerospace

at a total cost of US 50 mﬂhnn.

Dollars and two of these were
delivered in September last
year. But after frequent snags
in the new aircraflt and after
the Saidpur accident, both the
ATPs were grounded while
rnment decided not to
take delivery of the third one.
A three-member team of
British Aerospace recently vis-
ited Dhaka to negotiate with
the t for a settle-
ment of the issue. The discus-
sions ended inconclusively but
are expected to be resumed
SOON.

Government is on

pace. But. British Assoapare

did not step

mz‘;-*anmu

_l':“ settle the
e are w

gotiate further”, said the min-

istry source.
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The Midnight File

50 000 Bangladeshis,
15, Filpines. and

11,000 Indians. §
5.000 Thais in the

surrounding the present military hostilities, the report sald

says Xinhua

20 drowned in Andhra Pradesh

NEW DELHI. Feb 20: At least 20

NEW DELHI, Feb 20

At least |3 people were killed late

Tuesday when members of a left-wing group clashed with a
private army of farmers in the crime-prone castern Indian
state of Bthar. The deaths occurred in Tishkore village near
the state capital Patna when activists of the Indian People’s

Front (IPF) and Mazdoor Kisan

Sangh (worker and farmers’

forum) clashed. the Press Trust of India said. reports AFP

60 hurt in Indonesian blast

JAKARTA, Feb 20: At least 60 people were Injured when
dynamite stores exploded ecarly today in a huge Indonesian
oflfield run by US company Caltex. but the US embassy said it
was probably not an act of terrorism. reports Reuter.

Ferry catches fire in Philippines

MANILA, Feb 20: A ferry caught fire off the central Phillp-

pine island of

Leyte but navy ships rescued all 176

board. the navy said today. The 943-tonne Princess Mika,
owned by the domestic irm Georgia Lines, was on its way
from Leyte to the southern city of Surigac when fire broke out
on board on Monday. reports Reuter

No new talks on Panama canal

PANAMA CITY, Feb 20: President Guillermo Endara, react-
ing to a growing debate on the future of the United States
military in Panama, said on Tuesday he will not re

the 1977 canal treaty. "The head of state has categort

de-

termined that during his term. which ends. August 31, 1994,
even if the United States proposes a new negotiation. he will
reject it.” a statement from the President's office said. re-

ports Reuter.

o :
CAPE CANAVERAL (Florida), Feb 20: The space shuttle

Discovery's planned March 9 lift-off could be delayed after US

space agency engineers said on Tuesday they had found to
cracks in door hinges. reports Reuter.

Mizan’s call to

RANGPUR. Feb 20 : The
Acting Chairman of the Jatlya
Party Mizanur Rahman

the people of Rangpur to vote
for former Président Ershad

on February 27, reports BSS.
He was addressing a big
public election meeting here
at local Public Library maidan
this afternoon. Aztzur Rahman,
President. Rangpur District
Jattya Party. chaired the meet-
ing. Sharfuddin Ahmed Jhantu,
Sadar Upazila Chairman. was
also present in the meeting
Mizan Chowdhury said that
former President Ershad had
initiated development activi-
ties and during his rule upazila
system was introduced,
salaries of teachers increased
and High Court bench outside
Dhaka set up. Ershad also
wanted that none should be il-
literate by 2000 AD. he added.
Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury also said that former
President had initiated a
programme by acquiring
money from different sources
for the construction of the
Jamuna Bridge, but he ex-
resscd doubts whether the
ridge would at all be com-
structed after the fall of
Ershad. '

He said, "1 would not say
that the government since lib-
eration to 19756 and from 1975
to 1982 did all bad work.
Rather those ments also
worked for the people”.

Later he offered munajat to
Almighty Allah for early release
and health and welfare of
Ershad.

He also sald Ershad had

Shahabuddin
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imbued with the spirit of self-
determination and cultural

pride of our people.
Justice

Shahabuddin

the heritage of 'zh:::
February” which inspired the
nation to step forward from
one victory to another would
once again inspire the people
o lead towards democracy.

The Acting President also
said the “Shaheed Dibash”
which carries the blood-
stained memories nl'ml.hc lan-
guage martyrs was the source
of inspiration of our national
awakening

He paid homage to the
great language martyrs, saying
that the national awareness
which was created the
sacrifices of “Ekushey
February” had finally led the
nation o freedom.

He said due to the sacrifices
of the has

Our
attained its glortous .

vote for Ershad

worked during floods., con-
structed roads and bridges and
set up Pathakali Trust

The Rangpur District Jatiya
Party organised the meeting
and people from far-flung areas
were brought in several trucks
to show the strength of the
party. About 20 processions
reached the venue with plac-

ards and plough.

Shah Moazzem
won’t contest
from Munshiganj-1

Shah Moazzem Hossain,
ty Prime Minister

Party, has withdrawn his can-
didature from the Munshiganj-
one constituency in the com-
ing Jatiya Sangsad election,
according to a press release in
Dhaka on Wednesday, reports
BSS.

The announcement was
made by Abdul Hai Khan, chief
polling agent of Shah Moazzem
Hossain, through a statement

Shah Moazzem Hossain
through a letter of authorisa-
tion had empowered Abdul Hai
Khan to take final decision re-
garding his candidature in the
coming Jatiya Sangsad elec-
tion. His letter was released to

the peess. .
Mizan playing
bourgeoise
tricks : Nirmal

Acting first secretary and
coordinator of the Five-party

Allianece Nirmal Sen
Wednesday criticised the
statement made by Jatlya Party
Acting Chairman Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury

the "so called neu of the

-government of Ershad, reports
BSS.

While addressing an clec-
tion meeting at Bansbaria in
Gopalgan]. a leader of the
Sramik Krishak Samajbadi Dal
Nirmal Sen sald Mr
Chowdhury's claim of so called

neutrality of Ershad ﬂ:‘
ment was nothing but a
Mr Sen said lcaders of the

brand of Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury were very
to play bourgeoise tricks in

Itics. But can never
baflled by rhetorics, he
sadd

Mr Sen said when the
farmers wepe being driven
away from their heasth and
homes in the name of realising
the wm““:lhm these
people played n-w
they usurped the people’s
money .



