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NEWS BRIEFS

withdrawal
PARIS , Feb 20 : The Allies
have given Iraq
night to withdraw
unconditionally from Kuwait,

Jean Lecanuet, Chairman of
France's Senate Commission

on Foreign Affairs and Defence |

said here today, reports AFP.

OIC meet
today

CAIRO, Feb 20: The Organ-

isation of Islamic Conference

(OIC) is expected to call for
Iraq's unconditional
drawal from Kuwait when nine
members meet in Cairo on
Thursday but delegates said

could face a dissenting
line from the PLO., reports
Reuter.

Allies reject
‘peaceful
attempts’

LONDON, Feb 20: The Allies
have rejected all of Iraq's
"peaceful attempts” to find a
solution to the Gulf crisis, Iraqi
Radio said today in a broadcast
monitored by the BBC, reports
AFP

Iﬁraeli attack on
Palestinians

RASHAYA (Lebanon), Feb
20: Three people were hurt
today when two Israeli fighter-
bombers launched a missile at-
tack on a Palestinian position
in central Lebanon, regional
ﬁﬂty sources reported, says

Black rain in
Bushehr

NICOSIA, Feb 20: Black,

greasy rain caused by smoke
from burning oil wells in
Kuwait pou on the lranian
Gulf port of Bushehr today, the
Iranian news agency IRNA re-
ported. It was the fourth black
rainfall on the city, almost due
east of Kuwait, reports Reuter.
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China for immediate withdrawal: Soviets stay optimistic

As the world awaited on
Iragl response to Seviet
President Mikhatl Gorbachev's

last-ditch peace p Us-
led forces in the were in
full readiness to launch the
ground war to free Kuwait, re-
port agencies.

iragqi President Saddam
Hussein should announece his
intentions on Kuwait"within
the next few hours”, French

Foreign Minister Roland
Dumas said in Paris on
Wednesday.

Spokesman Louis Le Pensec
expressed the government's
"conviction" that "the next few
hours will be decistive”.

Soviet officials ex
optimism on Tuesday t lraq
would agree to pull out of
Kuwait., probably under the
terms of a peace plan pro-
posed by President Mikhail
Gorbachev,

A series of spokesmen in
Moscow expressed varying de-
grees of optimism in com-
ments to foreign news organi-
sations that Baghdad would ac-
cept the Gorbachev package, {f
only to save itself from a mas-

ressed

sive U.S. -led ground assault.
Karen Karagezyan, a

Gorbachev spokesman, told

Reuters the Kremlin expected

a reply from Bagdad "in the

* Baghdad bombed

* Soviets optimistic

* Iraqi troops will be
defeated in short
order: US general

* [Iran appeals for delay
in ground action

* draqi army on verge of
collapse : Schwarzkopf

* Iraqi border post des-
troyed

* Pravda discloses Gor-
bachev's peace plan

* EC welcomes Soviet
plan

coming days — in one day or
two", But he said the Soviet
President had set no time
limit for a response.

Reuter from Dharan says:

Allies ready
for G-day

Allied forces poised in forward
positions to strike at Iraql
troops on Wednesday were

the order for G-day—
the start of the Gulf war
ground offensive.

American Lieutenant-
General Calvin Waleer told
commanders at a huge supply
base within earshot of the
aerial bombardment of Iraqi
positions: "It doesn't appear
that it's going to be long." He
also said that Ilragl troops
would be quickly defeated if
such an attack is launched.

The outspoken general,
who surprised President
George Bush at the outbreak of
the war by saying the Army
would not be ready until mid-
February, on Tuesday dis-
missed suggestions that Soviet
peace. initiatives would affect
his preparations for war.

“Iraq will be defeated in
short order if we start a
ground campaign.” he pre-
dicted.

One thousands battle-ready
British troops of the "Desert
Rats" —the 7th Armoured

See Page 12 Col. 3

Fairfax report shortly

Star Report

wealth, The team also talked
to some officials of a foreign
bank, it is learnt.

The: US-based detective

organisation Fairfax, working
under contract of the
Bangladesh

“unearthed mt
clues on the alleged amassing
of wealth abroad by former
president Ershad and his
wife Raushan.

Foreign ‘Affairs Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed told the
Daily Star that Fairfax, which
had been hired over a month
ago to investigate the alleged
transfer of wealth, would
submit its report very soon.

A Fairfax team that came
to Bangladesh early this
month stayed in Dhaka for
ten days and inte d the
persons involved including
the associates of Ershad to
get clues about the transfer of

stay also met Ershad at the
Guishan prison. However offi-
cial sources declined com-
ment on the matter.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment, through its Embassy in
Washington, struck a deal
with the US-based detective
organisation to carry out an
investigation,

The demand for a probe
had been made by the politi-
cal :

Fairfax has so far collected
some evidence of corruption
by Ershad . says a source.

The payment Fairfax is to
receive. for carrying out the

investigation has not as yet
been fixed bunt Foreign
Hiniltnr mumes na}' that thtn

tective organisation's r:p-ort

Fairfax, it may be recalled,
was sometime in the past
hired by Marium Mamtaz
(Mary) who claimed to be the
second wife of ousted
President Ershad and it was
during that investigation that
a Fairfax team found evidence
of the accumulation of wealth
abroad by Ershad.

The organisation also
named a multinational bank
that had carried out the
transactions and the results
of its findings were also
published in many foreign

newspapers.

Move to expedite
proceedings in
arms case

against Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

The Attorney General is ex-
pected to approach Ershad's
lawyers to expedite the pro-
ceedings in the arms case. The
one-judge Appellate Division
of the High Court stayed the
further proceedings of the
arms case in the Special
Tribunal of two weeks on
Monday.

The tribunal could not sit
on Wednesday as scheduled
earlier.

Defence Counsel of Ershad
Barrister Kazi Shahadat
Hossen, when contacted, said
he would file a case against the
earlier judgement of the High
Court Division Bench very
soon. |

Attorney General Aminul
Huq, when contacted, said if
the defence counsel of Ershad
failed to submit the prayer
against the judgement within
the time granted by the
Appellate Division he would

See Page 12 Col. 2

They are out to foil
our victory: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia on Wednesday warned that
her party would launch a fresh
movement if the armed mis-
creants, attacking BNP ac-
tivists throughout the country,
were not dealt with immedi-

She alleged that the mis-
creants, backed by a rival polit-
ical party and patronised by
the ousted regime of Ershad
were again out to foil BNP's
possible victory in the parlia-
mentary polls . "We are show-
ing tolerance in the interest of
peaceful holding of the polls.
But further attack on my party
leaders and workers will not
be tolerated”, she cautioned,
She urged the government to
take stern action against the
armed hoodlums. »

Addressing a big election
meeting at Dhanmondi the
BNP chief asked her party
workers to have patience un-
der the circumstances and an-
nounced amid cheers that BNP
would reply to all those terror-

ist acts through
February 27.

Throwing a challenge to the
Awami League leadership, Be-
gum zia said, if you seek peo-
ple's mandate in the ensuing
elections, let’ them exercise
their rights freely.

She criticised the post-in-
dependence regime saying
that it killed democracy by in-
troducing one-party rule,
snatched people's democratic
rights, created famine, sub-
jected people to black laws
failing to fulfil their hopes and
aspirations in independent

Bangladesh.

BNP government intro-

duced multi-party democracy,
politics of development and
led the nation towards pogress

by launching the 19-point pro-
gramme, she reminded peo-

ballots on

ple. v
She said her party forced
the illegal and autocratic gov-

ernment of Ershad to step
See Page 12 Col. 2
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Th! Central Shlhnd Minar just after midnight yesterday.

The programme of 'Sha-
heed Day' (Ekushey February)
went off to an auspicious start
immediately after midnight
Wednesday with placing of
wreaths by Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed at
the Central Shaheed Minar,

The A.ntb; President, ac-

his muncﬂ ol Advisers and the
chiefs of three services, ar-
rived at the Shaheed Minar
from the robin-crossing side.
it was the first visit to the
Shaheed Minar by the head of

Amar Ekushey today

By Staff Correspondent

state to mark the occasion in
eight years.

The Central Shaheed Minar
was overcrowded. The
Ekushey Udjapan Committee
found 1t difficult to manage the
rush of people.

The Acting President was

Today's Daily Star includes a

3-page Special Supplement on
the Ekushey February, the

Lanmma:hhrtrnDﬂy

ent |

-

— Star photo

received at the Shaheed Minar
premises by Prol.
Moniruzzaman Miah, Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka University
and Prof. Anwarullah, chief co-
ordinator of the Ekushey
Udjapan Committee.

As the Acting President ap-
proached the foot of the

Shakeed Minar people from '« |

sides broke cordons to enter
the area and have a glimpse of
him.

After the placing of wreaths
by the Acting President. the

See Page 12 Col. 2

Ekushey symbol
of protest:
Shahabuddin

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed on
Wednesday said the "Ekushey
February,” always a symbol of
great protest against injustice,
autocracy and exploftation.
would once again inspire the
nation to march towards its
cherished goal of democ¢racy
through the holding of free
and fair parliamentary elec-
tions now only six days away,
reports BSS.

In a message on the eve of
"Ekushey February”, the Acting
President said the day com-
memorating the historic
Language Movement is pledge-
bound to establish a happy.
prosperous, democratic soci-

| ety based on justice and fair-

play. He also said the day is
See Page 12 Col. 7

Eight receive
Ekushey Padak

The Government on
Wednesday announced the
"Ekushey Padak" award for
1991 to eight distinguished
personalities in the fields of
literature, education, journal-
ism and art, reports BSS.

The recipients of
awards are: Dr. Ahmed Sharif
and Prof. Kabir Chowdhury
(literature), Prof. Salahuddin
Ahmed and Prof.A. M. Haroon-
ar-Rashid (education), Faiz
Ahmed (Journalism),” Begum
Sanjeeda Khatoon (music). Md.
Aminul Huq (drama), and Kazi

A. Baset (painting).

Oil import bill in the first
half of fiscal 1990-91]
increased by B0 million US
dollars. The rise was unex-
pectedly lower than the pro-
jection made immediately nftcr
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait.

An official task force esti-
mated in October that the an-
nual oil import bill in 1990-91
would increase by 244 million
dollars. The projection was
made on the assumption of oil
price at 36 dollars a barrel in
the international markets. The
domestic retail prices of
petroleum prices were raised

By Moazzem Hossain

an ave of 85 per cent

from mid-April to October 1.

The prices in the interna-
tional oil markets shot up to
40 dollars a barrel at one stage
as the immediate fallout of the
Gulf crisis. But, the market was
calm later. The prices have
come down further after the
outbreak of the Gulf war, quite
contrary to what was pro-
jected.

The December purchases of
crude ofl by Bangladesh from
Saudi Arabia were priced 27
US dollars a barrel. The rates
for imports in January were

even lower.

For six months up to
December, 1990 country's im-
ports of Petroleum, Oil and
Lubricants (POL) were valued
220.85 million dollars. The
comparative figure for the
same period in 1989 was
140.80 million dollars.

While the oil prices are siill
unpredictable and will largely
depend on the developments
about the Gulf war, the 13-
member Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) is already worried over
the tumbling prices in the in-

Oil import bill rises to

$ SOm

ternational markets. A formal
OPEC ministerial meeting is
due for March 11 in Vienna to
discuss the price situation.
Meanwhile, the present
domestic petroleum prices are
likely to provide a strong cush-
jon for the government to mo-
bilise additional funds from
Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-
poration. The profitability of
the corporation and its con-
tributions to the budget would
be higher than what was antic-
ipated before the Gull crisis
with current trends in interna-
tional oil markets continuing
knowledgeable circles said.

Zlaresortedtokﬂlmgs,
says Hasina

NAGARKANDA. Feb 20:
Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina today said her
party was pledge-bound to
eradicate poverty and hunger,
reports BSS.

"If voted to power we will
ensure the five basic needs of
the people —food, shelter,
clothing, education and health-
care”, she declared in a big
public meeting here

The Awami League chief on

the final day of her six-day cur-
rent round of tour addressed
eight big public meetings in
Kashinathpur, Alfadanga.
Bashpur, Kashiani, Sadarpur
Nagarkanda, Kaderi and
Rajbari in the greater Faridpur
district. Besides she also ad-
dressed at least 40 wayside
gatherings including Harid
ashpur Ghat, Dumudia, Bijoy-
pasha, Gopinathpur. Gona-

See Page 12 Col. §

Check posts
to search for

illegal arms

The government has de-
cided to set up check posts at
convenient points to search for

fliecgal arms, explosives and
other da s materials in
all kinds of transports., an
official press release said. re-

ports BSS.
The government also de-
cided to

the entry of
all kinds of transports inchud-
ing the motor cycles within
400 yards of any polling cen-
tre,

Concerned district magis-
trates under Clause 144 of
1898 Act would imposc such
restrictions in due time

Police Commissioners
would also impose similar re-
strictions in their respective

metropolitan areas.

Govt awaiting

Inquiry reports

to decide fate
of ATPs

Star Report

Bangladesh Biman is await-
two enquiry reports to de-
the future of two ATP air-
craflt which were inducted into
the fleet of the national air-
lines. The two ATPs of Biman
procured from Britain remain
grounded since early January
due to technical faulits.
A high official of the Civil

See Page 12 Col. 6
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selecting the right pumps as per your need.
Areas of use of the above mentioned pumps :
e Boiler ¢ Process Plant ¢ Multistoried Buildings
e Springlink ¢ Condenset ¢« Cooling water Circulation
-Fira Extinguisher « Pressure Boosting e HOt water

Stop wastage of valuable foreign
currency. Remain free from import

hazards.

We announce with pleasure that after long years of experiment we have
successfully started production and marketing of high pressure
Multistage Centrigual Pumps of different sizes and standard under
joint technical management of world famous KSB Germany and Miinars

Save the country from the wastage of valuable foreign currency and keep
yourself away from import hazards. Frommwmyoummaopmm

Please Contact .

Milnars Pumps Limited

Zirat Chamber, 31, Bangabandhu Avenue, Dhaka
Phone Office 257798, 237346, 864108

Factory . 892385




