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Will Peace Have a Chance ? |

Iraqi Fore Minister Tariq Aziz is to have
talks with the Soviet leadership today. This
follows the surprise announcement by Iraq Friday
last that it was willing to withdraw from Kuwait if
certain conditions were met. This for a
negotiated solution to the Gulf crisis followed
hectic diplomatic activities by the Soviets and the
[ranian &mmnent. President Bush has already
termed the offer as a "cruel hoax". However many
world leaders do not consider it to be so. The
offer made Iraq does not comply with UN
resolution which calls for an unconditional
withdrawal from Kuwait. However we still
consider the Iragi move to be one in the right
direction. It is an ope in peace, that all

should work together to make real.

In this context the between Tariq
Aziz and the Soviets are extremely important.
Mmuﬂhmmmzykm that by itself this
- offer is unlikely to make any headway. The
conditions will have to be tly modified,
if not withdrawn altogether. The talks are likely
;?dgrm useless without flexibility from the Iraqgi

An element of understanding must also be
forth from the side of the allies. For them
to remain rigid will only help the hardliners in
this war to win the day. The call by President
Bush for the overthrow of Saddam further
complicates the issue. In this regard President
Bush may be well advised to let the Iragi people
decide on the fate of their present leader or of
those who are to come in the future.

As the Soviet envoy said, this offer by Iraq
should not be brushed aside out of hand. A few
points have been made through the few weeks of
war we have had. It is now clear that the Allied
force under US leadership is willing to go all the
way to drive Irag out of Kuwait. Whatever doubts
Saddam may have had about US's resolve should
have been removed by now. On the other hand
the US must have also realised that Saddam and
his Iraqi troops have not been the piece of cake
that they had given the world to understand. The
Iragis have fought bravely and had held their own

uite remarkably. Finally neither party has any

oubt as to tremendous cost, . ally in human
terms, that the nd offensive will cost on both
sides. In other words the logic of a negotiated
settlement to the Gulf war is strong and sound.
Time must be given to allow it to come to
fruition. .

The postponement of the Allied ground
offensive, at the request of the Soviets, is a very
welcome development. Though many suspect that
Saddam is likely to use the time so gained to
further strengthen his position for an ultimate

und battle. We, however, do not believe so.

dad has suffered enormously and its overture
for peace apﬂeam to us to be genuine and sincere.
However an honourable way must be found so that
Iraq can withdraw with some of its crushed
ity mollified. The temptation on the part of
ied majr be to punish dam. But the wise
to do wo be to make overtures to win
the goodwill of the Iragi people, which may as yet
be a while in given the suffe they
have one due to the relentless bombing by
the Allies. Even then the gesture will have a
meaning and move to spare the Iragis any
further agony make a contribution, however
modest, in any post-war reconciliation which is
bound to come about.

All eyes are now focussed on Moscow where
talks are to be held. We urge the Iraqi Foreign
Minister to make realistic proposals and not to
turn this into another rhetoric-filled exchange of
well-known positions. We hope the Soviets be
able to use their considerable diplomatic skills to
act as faithful go-between help turn this
opening into real negotiations for peace.

No More Celluloid Folly

Recently, the Bangla Academy hosted a
discussion meeting entitled "Our Mass
Movements and Films" as part of its Ekushey
programme. The consensus of opinion that
emerged suggests a strong public dissatisfaction
with the failure of the film industry to play the
role expected of a major medium of art and mass
communication. Specifically, the industry has
failed to poriray the people's struggles for their
rights an om.

Undoubtedly, censorship and a general lack of
democratic atmosphere have contributed to this
lack-lustre performance. However, the fact
remains that our history has been ill-served by
the film industry. How many feature films on the
country's War of Liberation, or the genocide
perpetrated in 1971, can one name? The epoch-

movements of 1952 and 1969 remain
conspicuous by their absence on the big screen,
All we are left to do, it seems, is to sadly reflect
on what might have been had Zahir Raihan lived.

The lack of seriousness in the film industry is
also reflected in the t and quality of films
currently being produced for general release. The
head-long descent into absurdity and fantasism
has sought to make Dhaka a parody of Bombay.
But what we've got is a very poor imitation with
none of the Indian cinema's innovations and
advancements in direction, cinematography, and
acting skills.

How have we come to this state of affairs? Lack
of money? Out of the question. Lack of skilled

nnel? Not an insurmountable problem. Lack
of good story and screenplay writers? Most
unlikely. Lack of initiative and daring? We may
have hit the nail on the head ! '

In defence, the film-makers say they are only
responding to market demand. Apparently, sheer
escapism is what the cincmaoiguer of today wants.
Is that a fact? Or is it the other round? Isn't the
industry forgetting that a large, educated,
cinema-loving section of society has been driven
g};t of the movie halls by the sheer banality on
It is this thirst fu;rﬁuud quality films that has
allowed the video market to flourish. The middle-
class movie market is potentiglly a massive one.
But so long as the indu makes films that only
appeal to the most p ¢ of man's instincts,
with no room for intellectual satisfaction, video
will remain a mortal threat to cinema. By not
catering to this increasingly affluent and
numerous market, the industry is really shooting
itsell in the foot. We would prefer not to see the
day when massive state funding is needed to save

film- in this country, because government
money rarely comes without s s. The sooner
the industry wakes up to its folly, the better for it

and the of us.
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sanctions, followed quickly
Australia, who was anxious to
see cricket with South Africa
resumed as as
The African National
Congress (ANC) pointed out
that the I was
only just beginning. The
laws t be going,
but blacks from Nelson Man-

dela downward still had no

on their way out. The chal-
is to use their removal in
a way that will help the blacks

Britain, which under Mar-
garet Thatcher put itself in the
centre of the sanctions contro-
versy, has set its sights on the
next Commonwealth summit
meeting, which takes place in
Harare in October. Prime Min-
ister John does not want
to find himself, like Thatcher,
at the centre of Common-
wealth storms over -Sguth

Ever since the Nassau
summit of 1985, Britain has
stood apart from the other 49
member countries. When two
years later the Commonwealth
formed a nine-nation commit-
tee of foreign ministers of
Southern Africa under the
chairmanship of Canadian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Joe
Clark, Britain refused to join.

Sanctions Conundrum Follows
Scrapping of Apartheid Laws

by Derek Ingram

In his dramatic speech, President of South Africa F.W. de Klerk announced the repeal of

the key apartheid laws, including the Act under which babies are registered at birth by
race. The move immediately produced controversy over the lifting of sanctions.

Now the for healing
has lrr!vul.u-" will not
want © continue the Britain-
versus-the-rest stance adopted
by Thatcher at Commonwealth
meetings. It is not his style.
Foreign and Commonwealth

Hurd will
:ﬂ‘-rh:ﬂﬂd-' try
in this situation the new
Commonwealth Secretary-
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
becomes a key mediatory fig-
ure.

The de Klerk speech, al-
most one year from the
Nelson Mandela was re ;
has set the stage for radical
change in South Africa. The
laws to be Land
Acts of 1913 and 1938, the
Group Areas Act and, most im-
portantly, the Population Reg-
istration Act—are expected (o

disappear by April. The last
Acl. under which babies are

negotiations for a new South
Africa could n. At the
moment the paths towards
this goal do not meet. The
anti-a forces aim to
hold a "patriotic conference”
on March 21 to discuss strat-
egy. The other black partics
will then come into play with
the ANC.

The ANC wants an all-party
conference soon afterwards.
The government is likely to
agree to this—Mandela is
thought to have the nod from
de Klerk—but perceptions of
what should be the terms of
reference differ widely.

The ANC wants a con-
stituent assembly elected that
would draw up the munu‘-;:
new constitution. In
meantime the conference
would set up an interim gov-
ernment o oversee the tran-

sitton untifl a new parllament
was clected and a democratic

government formed on the
basis of the constitution.

The government opposes
clections for a constituent
asscmbly and the Inkatha

Movement led by Chiefl Gatsha
Buthelexi wants a federal eon-
stitution —an idea totally op-
posced by the ANC. Despite
such fundamental differences
the momentum for ton
cxints and the all-party confer-
ence could be sitting by July.

Optimists predict a new con-
stitution and clections within

I8 months.

The immediate problem in-
ternationally is how to handle
;n:thn-. The ANC wants

m in as a card
for Mwmpp:m Bitter
experience has taught them two
suspect white motives until
words turn into action. They
have to be satisfied that the
abolition of apartheid 1is
“irreversible.”

That point may be near, but
the detainees are still held and
the vote has still to be given to
the blacks. The ANC does not
sce why i the West really
wants to help them it 1s not
prepared to wait a little and
help their negotiations.

The British are keen to give
de Klerk some reward for his
political bravery and are anx-
fous to secure their traditional
trading relations against the
day n business prospects
with South Africa begin to
blossom. It has already unilat-
erally lifted bans agreed with
the Commonwealth on new in-
vestment, tourist promotion,
and cultural and scientific
links.

The British argue that
sanctions are ineffective any-
way and are having little effect
on the economy. The reality is

end sanctions when de
Kierk's reforms were
tabled. The British wanted
immediate action but wemnt
along with the rest of the
Community .

The United States will not
rush to end sanctions. Presi-
dent George Bush cannot want
to stir on the jssue &t
the time when he has large
numbers of black troops fight-
ing in the CGull

The Commonwealth
ministers deciding their posi-
tion at the London
meeting. are Mm
a fuller meeting
two later in New Dell in ad-
vance of the Harare summit
and are uniikely to agree to any
major relaxation of sanctions
until they have seen the colour
of de Klerk's money.

oming now to

implementation, it is to
be recognized that
Bangladesh is characterized by
a 'soft’ and 'negative’ state.
Softness relates to the fact that
the country lacks institutional
capacity to implement
development programmes
effectively. The institutions are
often weak or inappropriate,
They are deficient in stafl
strength, trained manpower
and rial capabilities as

1 well as financial wesources.

Also, the existing capacity is
not properly utilized and the
bureaucracy often creates
impediments instead of
performing the assigned tasks
— the negative influence. the
reasons arc bureaucratic pro-
crastination and corruption.
These flaws in the institutional
apparatus of the government
have led to distorted and
wasteful public management of
resources — in respect of both
mobilization and utilization:
also, substantial proportions of
resources have been siphoned
off by corrupt people manning
and influencing the institu-
tions at various levels.

The t is that serious
attention must be given by the
forthcoming democratic gov-
ernment to the task of
strengthening and cleansin
both political and h'l.lrenucrnﬂgc
institutions. This is surely
casier said than done, particu-
larly in this country where
corruption and shirking of re-
sponsibility have become virtu-
ally institutionalized attributes.
But the fact remains that no
amount of lament will be of any
avail. The government will
therefore have to brace itself
for serious actions to lift the
state apparatus from its pre-
sent soft and negative to a pos-

itive, pivotal force behind all

FUTURE DIRECTIONS OF DEVELOPMENT

‘Soft' and 'Negative' State

deters Implementation

by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad
Thhhﬁemm'mdmen&debweauﬂ:mmmv&mmtwﬂﬂﬂu; Sunday. Issues discussed
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need wide debates to generate consensus,

suggests

national agenda. It is crucially
important to implement fi-
nancial discipline and work
ethics in various political and
bureaucratic institutions ruth-
lessly, and to design and un-
dertake and appropriate man-
power development plan to
improve the institutional ca-
pacity to implement the na-
tional agenda eflectively.

Sustainable Development

In, order to alleviate
poverty, growth must be accel-
erated. And development pro-
cesses pursued should be envi-
ronmentally sound to be sus-
tainable on a long term basis.
Unfortunately the kind of de-
velopment that is pusued in
Bangladesh, as well as else-
where, which is devoted to the
exploitation of natural re-
sources for achieving material
progress and the persisting
poverty have both been causing
serious damages to the fragile
environmental base of the
country. The technology being
used has been causing envi-
ronmental degradation and the
poor exploit environmental

X

resources just to eke out a liv-
ing. The problem is very com-

lex. Part of the solution would

e in choosing technologies
which are capable of producing
fast enough growth without in-
tolerable adverse effects on the
environment. But the question
is : are such technologies avail-
able? Bangladesh naturally
cannot develop them. The
worldwide heightening of en-
vironmental concerns, particu-
lerly over the past decade,
have led to the development of
many green technologies [so-
called because they are envi-
ronmentally benign or cause
tolerable damages to environ-
ment] and many others may be
on the way. In Bangladesh, the

important environmental con-
cerns relate to deforestation
(less than 9% of the country's
landmass is under forest, while
for a sound ecological regime
the proportion should be about
259%), soil degradation, urbani-
sation, extinction and threat-
ened extinction of many
species wild life etc. These
and other environmental con-
cerns must be taken serfously

into account in planning de-
velopment in Bangladesh.

In many respects, it may
not be technological hardware
only, but also the human be-
haviour pattern that causes
considerable damages to the
environment. In this case, a
knowledge and awareness
raising process will be helpful.

In so far as the poor are
concerned, no amount of
preaching will dissuade them
from exploiting natural re-
sources because often their
livelihood depends on it. So
the solution lies in accelerat-
ing growth which is a central
concern of development plan-
ning in Bangladesh. However,
along with efforts to accelerate
development, raising aware-
ness about the ill effects of
environmental degradation and
benefits of smaller families for
the families themselves as well
as environment can serve use-

ful purposes.

Preponderant Role of Cul-
tural Traits
The types of political and

socio-economic systems that
are established or sought to be

established by the people of a
country, as opposed to being
imposed by a dictatorship, are
a reflection of the dominant
cultural traits of the people
themselves, which determine
their lifestyles (their charac-
ters, attitudes. behaviour pat-
terns, relationships with fellow

human beings) and the values
they hold and endeavour to
establish.

[t may be noted here that
there seems to have developed
a king of cultural acceptance of
poverty and dependence on
foreign aid, donor influences
and dictates in Bangladesh.
There is a widespread accom-
modation to both. In the pre-
vailing situation, ald condi-
tionalities are formulated by
donors from the vantage point
(assumed by them with our ac-
quiescence] that since they
hold the purse string they
know best as to what should be
done conce

in Bangladesh and how. The

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address. |
ADAB proposal

Sir, The Association of

Development ncies in
Bangladesh (AI%} recently

in a press conference at
National Press Club pre-
sented a six-point proposal
for establishing democracy,
human rights and rule of
law in Bangladesh. It has
been stated
president that the objective
of this six-point proposal is
not only economic devel-
opment but to make le
conscious about their t-
ical rights as well.

We very much appreciate
the above mentioned de-
velopment propesals of
ADAB. But we expect ADAB
to come out with a well-
defined and carefully

chalked-out m&gnmme in
support of their develop-

by the ADAB
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| Letiers for Dibliciation in these columnz should bel

| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

ment plan. We are particu-
larly interested in knowing

how ADAB will be con-
tributing in realizing their

proposals.

M. Zahidul Haque, Assistant
Professor, Bangladesh Agri-
cultural College, Dhaka-
1207.

More sports coverage

Sir, 1 like your newspa-
per very much. But the sp-
orts page needs more life. |
mean more international
sports news. A Dbetter

of racket sports,
weekend results of Euro
soccer and news of «-not so

popular sports (Formula-I

driving, baseball, basketball
and ice-hockey news from
the US, for example) will
add more dimension.

If possible make it two-

sports-page a day.
Mushfig-Uss-Salehin, Res.
Model College Dhaka.

In protest of war

Sir, Recently there was a
news item in the press re-
garding the instance ol
death of a 68-year-old lady,
in Vienna, in front of the
US embassy protesting
against the war in the Gulf .

This happening is not a
new one. People have
ended their lives, as scar-
ring marks of  deepest
protests against so many

things. Mainly it happened
in case of war. During the
long and seemingly unen-
ding Vietnam war, this was
quite a common pheno-
menon.

No human being wants
to die. They may belong to
any culture or faith, but the
basic instincts are same in
case of everyone. War bri-
ngs wrath of death, de-
stroying hundreds and
thousands of innocent lives,
which no one in ene's sane
state of mind would want.

However, the method of

protest is no less a matter
of concern than the war it-
sell. It gives a message that
the person thus protesting
does not want to continue
life on an earth where the
price of a valuable life is
next to nothing ! What
more protests the blunt
warring 'heroes’ need to
calm their frenzy!

Sikander Ali Gopibagh,
Dhaka.

Self-employment

Sir, Unemployment is a
major problem in our coun-
try. which is over-
burdened with problems
like overpopulation, food
scarcity, poverty etc. Each
year thousands of graduates
and post-graduates are
coming out from various
universities. Naturally,
when have studied so
hard and completed their
education, they hope lo get
employed soon.

Government has been
the single largest employ-
ing sector, but even here
recruitment had been
stopped for the last few

years. So jobs are now
harder to find.

In view of these prob-
lems, | think people start
thinking more about self-
employment as an alterna-
tive. There are lots of in-
come-generating projects
which require small capital
at the initial stage. How-
ever, require a lot of
hard . If such projects
can be sustained. the prof-
its, believably, won't be any
meagre.

In this type of employ-
ment both time and earn-
ing is one's own. | think
students who come out of
the varsities, can give this
idea some thought
S.M. Hasan
Pabna

Dowry deaths
Sir, Al there an
anti-dowry law has been

development °

conditionalities often create
straight jackets allowing Htfle
or no flexibility, and non - ér
deficient performance in rels-
tion to the conditionalities
brings forth strictures and
warnings from the donors,
which are swallowed and fu-
ture good behaviour promised.
In the process, national
sovereignty is clearly compre-
mised. In order to l.y.“ﬂ na-
tional self-respect and

sovereignty in decision ll'-llh-‘j
ing. another culture is there-

fore needed to be developed
that does not allow such com-
promises.

Thus only when a cultural
environment exists such that
people cherish the goals of
establishing a democratic po-
litical system and a people-
centred, exploftation-free.
seil-reliant economic system,
that they will endeavour to re-
alize the and will restist
and fight forces that may seek
to establish autocratic and ex-
ploftative regimes. Hence, it is
crucially important that due
emphasis is given to the estab-
lishment of an appropriate
cultural environment in
Bangladesh as the above goals
are pursued. Otherwise, the
process that has been initiated
is liable to degenerate and dis-
integrate with disastrous con-

sequences,

In concluding, it may be
strongly sugfest that the issues
discussed above should be
widely debated toward gener-
ating national consensus as to
how best to approach them.

papers a case of suicide or

murder, due to dowry re-

lated reasons. This is more
t in the rural side.

E?EEEHE is no end to
workshops and seminars,
where educaled people or
experts talk on such sub-
jects. All the time we seem
to be discussing aboul

and it's ill effects.
We, as concerned citizens,
feel that something more
than just talks is needed In
this area.

Some strict and tougher
approaches may preventl
deaths due to , and
also save innocent lives.

If the administration
keeps a close watch and ca- .
tches and punishes the
culprits responsible for
such . | am sure it
will at least reduce if not
eradicate this curse.

It is time some ac-
tion has taken. Girls

nol responsible for the
rty of their parents!
the poor parents ef-
commit a sin by rea-
a girl child!

Bashir, Rangpur.
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