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MADARIPUR
BKB meeting
held
From Our Correspondent

o February 16: A regional
“meeting of sh Krishi
Bank (BKB) was held at
Madaripur regional office with
Kazi hidul Islam Babu in
the chair rtt.'c:Ly :;n:m
sector. mng others. Ja-
maluddin Shohel and A K. Azad
spoke on Lhe occasion.

NABINAGAR
Sports contest

From Our Correspondent
K 16: The upazila

level national sehool and
madrasha sports competition
was held recently at

Pilot High School Maidan with
much enthusiasm.

About 150 competitors
from 13 eddcational institu-
tions participated in 36 events.
The tion was inaugu-
rated by Upazila Chairman Ad-
vocate Md. Kamaluddin.

Ahter the . UNO
:cﬂ.h te Mr. Pirjada

hidul Harun gave away
prizes to the winners.

JHENIDAH
Minor boy
crushed

under wheels

February 16: A minor boy
was crushed under the wheels

of a Faridpur bound minibus
Thursday on Dhaka-Khulna
highway near Deputy Commis-
sioner's office, police here
sald, reports UNB.

The inecident occurred
while the victim Rahmat (7).
son of a teacher Harvon-ur-
Rashid and a student of KG-1
of the local Al-Hera Islami In-
sijtute was crossing the road
on his way home afier attend-
ing his classes.

Police seized the mintbus
‘Ulka Partbahan’ (Number BA-
2054) but the driver managed
lo escape.

Angry students and mob
damaged at least 10 vehicles
creating barricade on the high
m:y in protest against the in-
s umbenl .

3 Laler a mourning proces-
L out by the
of the schools.

2 brickfield

owners sued

From Our Correspondent

February 16: Kushtia police
has started two le cases
against two brickfield owners

nnd-;rnlulhqﬁullmndm
place coal as per govern-
ment instruction. Brick field
owners are Jhantu Mondol and
Khaleque Mia. The ficlds are
located at Baotail four mfles
away from Kushtia town. Abdul
Hamid. an employee of Khaleq
Mia has been arresicd.

Bullock shortage

prevailing Lthroughout
the district causing serious
obstacle © cultivation.
According to informed
sources, 80 o 70 per cent
families have no bullocks to ull
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llossain, Seerclary D S.A. Sved
Mohsin Ai Chairman Maulvi
Bazar Mu . Israil Miuh,
A. M. Yeahya Mujahid and Mr.
Abdur Rahman.

BRAHMANBARIA
Shortage of
doctors, medicines
hampers treatment

F;:hruary 16: The 50-bed
district hospital is beset with
manifold due to lack

of blood bank, shortage ol
medicines, doctors and ac-
commodation, reports UNB.

According to informed
sOurces, many emergency pa
tients from far flung areas are
to go back disappointed with-
out any medical attention.

The number of doctors is
also too small to cope with the
rush of the patients. It is al-
leged that many do not attend
their patients in time.

Sufferers say most of the
time they are to buy medicines
from outside at exorbitan:
prices.

Surgical patients are the
worst-sufferers due to lack of
blood bank and appropriate
instruments, it is alleged.

Moreover, patients are
packed like sardines on floors
and verandah of the hospital
because of bed shortage.

Local people urged the
concerned authorities to turn
the hospital into a properly
equipped 100-bed one to cope
with the rising needs of the

patients.

PANCHAGARH
1600 power

pumps to be
distributed

February 16: Bangladesh
Agriculture Development Cor-
poration has taken up a pro-
gramme (o distribute 1600
power pumps to [acilitate frri-
gation in eight northern dis-
tricts during this year, official
sources said reports UNB.

The district-wise allocation
of power pumps are: Pancha-
garh-55, Thakurgaon-190, Di-
najpur-420, Kurigram-180,
Lalmonirhat-60, Nilphamari-
105, Gaibandha- 190, and Ran-
gur-400.

After the implementation of
the scheme, agri-production
especilly paddy will be in-
creased in the area.

RAJBART
Road blockade
by workers

February 16: A textile mill,
workers blocked highway
transport near Goalundo
upazila Tuesday disrupling
communication between Dhaka
and southern districts for
more than three hours. re-
ports UNDB

About 700 workers of
Goalundo Textile Mills put uj
road blocks at 6 am protesting
closure of the mills.

The management closed
the mill Saturday morning
aller workers’ refusal to work
on Fridays without remunera-
ton.

The protesters, however,
withdrew the barricade at 9am
following a meeting between
the management and the
workers' union. where the au-
thoritics assured reopening of
the mill soon.

The workers urged the au-
thorities to reopen the mill by
Sunday morning. otherwise.
they warned of an all-out ac-
tion including road blockade
and hartal.

The DC and the SP visited
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MAULVI BAZAR-

awaits reconstruction

From Our (hmdent
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Chadnighat Bridge over the Monu river on

during the Liberation War in 1971.

MAULVI BAZAR, Feb 16:
The Chandnighat Bridge over
the river Monu which was
damaged during the War of
Liberation still awaits recon-
struction.

This is a vital bridge on
Maulvi Bazar—Kulaura Juri
Road which connects Maulvi
I3azar district headquarters
with Baralekha, Kulaura, Raj-
nagar upazilas and a part of

Sadar upazila. The bridge was .

constructed during the Brilish
rule and a part of the bridge
was damaged during the War of
Liberation causing. much
sufferings to the wvehicular
traffic and the passersby.

The Roads and Highways
Department. however, re-
stored communication by in-
stalling Bailey bridge on the
damaged portion of the bridge.
And every year a huge amount
of money is ppent for repair

Kulaura Juri Road damaged
-Star photo

and maintenance work.

It is learnt that the author-
ity concerned has laken up a
scheme to reconstruct the
bridge. And in this connection
a survey was made long before.

But for want of proper fund the
scheme has not yet been im-
plemented.

The local people expect the
authority will do needful for
early reconstruction of the
bridge.

Problems grip Jamalpur
Ashek Mahmud College

JAMALPUR, Feb 16 : Ashek
Mahmud Government College,
a prestigious institution of the
district has been plagued with
manifold problems like short-
age of teacher. classrooms, ill-
equipped laboratory and li-
brary

it is learnt that many posts
of teachers are lying vacant
since long. Only 52 teachers
are not doing justiee to such a
large number of students on
the roll.

This year the college
carned a unigue distinction
and one student stood first in
the B. Se, examination held
under Dhaka University de-
spite limited laboratory [acili-
tics. There are only three labo-
ratory rooms which can hardly
accommodate Science stu-
dents. The Science students
has been doubled after the in-
troduction of B.Sec. course.

From Our Correspondent

Moreover, the classrooms
are so congested that it is
hardly sufficient for 50 stu-
dents. But over 80 students are
accommodated in the con-
gested room. As a result, the
students even find difficult to
stretch their legs. Worse still
is the number of fans which
are not adequate.

Despite rich collection of
books in the college library,
the students are unable to go
into the library en masse be-
cause of space shortage.

On the other hand some
portion of the lib is being
used as store rm:zr keeping
construction materfjals. The
college hostel meant for 400
students has no visitors room
and the guardians who visit
their wards have to remain
standing. A dilapidated room
meant for cafeteria is hardly

congenial for having snacks
because of the dirty environ-
ment.

On the other hand, accom-
modation for teachers is not
provided in the campus. They
live in rented houses which eat

up a substantial peortion of
their salary.

Teachers expect the gov-
ernment to provide them with
necessary [acilities so that they
could teach the students with
peaceful mind.

Moreover, a famous institu-
tion of the district has no
transport facilities available for
the stafl and students.

People of the area feel that
the concerned authorities
should take steps on urgent
basis regarding the overall de-
velopment of the institution,

Medicare absent in Pabna

TB Hospital

PABNA. Feb 16 : The TB
Hospital of Pabna has been
tl::uad with multiple prob-

due to absence of neces-
u%rflncilmu causing immense
suflerings to the patients.

Treatment s hampered due
to absence of medical officers
and nursing stafl who are now
working on deputation to
Pabna General Hospital.

Due to shortage of drugs,
the patients are not provided
with necessary medicines.

Moreover, patients com-
plained that poor vitamin and
mal-nutritious diet is being
supplied to the patients.

On the other hand, campus
and wards remain very dirty
emitting bad odour all the

time. Cattle, dogs, and cats
move freely in the wards round

the clock.

Rly earns Tk 49 or
in nine months

h#ﬂ‘lmﬂm
ern ne ecarned Taka

From Our Correspondent

per cent more compared to
the last financial year.

The income came from pas-
senger fare to the tune
of Taka 2.20,71,000, Taka
3,98,.97.000 from and
Taka 39.90,000 from parcels
and Taka 97,18,000 from mis-
cellancous sources. -

A large number of women
are suffering from severe side-
effects using ‘Norstate or
‘Depo-Provera’ injection for
birth control in the district.

The side-effects are. due to
adoption of overdated injec-

I:Inn.ﬂuﬂ?pﬂ.

Fuel crisis hits Boro
production

Production of Boro crops
will not achleve the target in
Pabna due o fuel crisis this
SCASOT.

According to the Agricul-

tural Extension rtment,
Pabna, the of cult-
vation in the was esti-

mated at 11,0760 acres of
land. Transplantation of Bore

seedling but
ﬂxm“h

the target, it is apprehended .

Besides, wheat, mustard,
sugarcane and pulses have
been cultivated in 55,000
acres, 30,000 acres, B750
acres and 75250 acres of land
respectively.

Hclnw}l?ﬂc Agricultural Ex-
tension Department arranged a
two-day training programme
on ‘Farming System on Differ-
ent Agro-Ecological Zone' .

Building materials
scarce in Borguna

~ BORGUNA, Feb 16: Short-
age of building material has ad-
versely affected construction of
new houses and repair of old
ones in the district, reports

_'mhm*ulﬂlhnin Munshigon) district.

Netrakona roads

in bad shape

NETRAKONA, Feb 16 : The
condition of roads in all upazi-
las of the district is deplorable
creati

lar

Roads linking
with Kendua, Kalmakanda,
Purbadhalla, Atpara and
Madan, require urgent repair
and reconstruction. The suffer-
ings of the people
Kalmakanda, Durgapur and the
northernmost border upazilas
know no bound.

The Netrakona-Kendua road
needs to be repaired and
linked with the district and
upazila headquarters.

The road was constructed
during the Pakistan period.
Since then, nothing was done
for its improvement. Hundreds
of vehicles including buses,
trucks ply on the road every-
day. Accidents take place off
and on due to narrowness of
the road. The road runs from
Netrakona district headquar-
ters to Kendua upazila head-
quarters is in bad condition
and it has become unfit for ply-
ing of vehicles. Holes and pot-
holes have developed on the
road. -

It may be noted here that it
is the only connecting road
between Netrakona istrict
headquarters. Nothing was
done for the repair of the road
since the liberation although
several representations have
been given to the conecerned
authority.

Smuggled goods:
worth Tk 6 lakh

recovered
From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Feb 16: Indian
goods worth about Taka
6.00,000 were recovered and
six smugglers were arrested by
BDR personnel of Dinajpur and
Thakurgaon districts recenily

BDR personnel of 16 Phul-
bari Battalian recovered differ-
ent kinds of Indian goods
worth Taka 1.,02.120 f[rom
Banla Hili. Bhaigar. Panchhibi,

Jutipara and Atapara border

Netrakona

arecas. Sudhii Chandra. Mu-
niruzzaman ancd Bulbuli were
arrested in this connection

during the raids.

The BDR personnel of 11
Thakurgaon Battalion searched
a truck on Dinajpur-Thakur-
gaon road and recovered dil-
ferent kinds of Indian goods
worth Taka 1,30,790. Smug
glers Moti Mia, Nazir Khan and
Yousufl Ali were also arrested
from the truck, Besides. Indian
steel goods worth Taka 50,000

were recovered from the
house in a village of
Ranisankail upazila.

LLaw, order

situation in
Tangail discussed

TANGAIL, Feb 16 : The
Deputy Commissioner of Tan-
gail held a meeting with the
political leaders and repre-
sentatives of candidates for
Jatiya  Sangsad election,
Chairmen of Upazila,
Paurashava, union parishads.

nment officials and stu-
ent leaders Wednesday at
Bhashani Hall.

The meetings discussed
various measures for a fair, im-
partial and neutral election.
The Deputy Commissioner
sought cooperation of all con-
cerned for holding the coming
election peacefully and suc-
cessfully. ‘

28 projects
implemented

CHITTAGONG. Fcb 16:
About 75 per cent work has
been done on implementation

of 28 uplift projects costing

Taka 3.20 crore, local govern-
ment sources said here, re-
ports UNB.

Financed by Asian Develop-
memt Bank (ADB). the LGEB
took up the work of those
fiood rehabilitation (FDR) pro-
jects during the last financial
vear.
It has becn disclgsed at a
recent review mecting that the
work of 10 projects for con-
structing 10.50 km road, 14
projects for bricksoling work
on 20.27 km road and con-

struction of three and
three culverts were up
during the year.

of lhedpmjectl. the con-
struction 18.29 metre long
bridge at Raipur in Fatikchhart
upazila was taken up at an es-
EH’IMHI cost of Taka 12.60

Kutcha latrines

pose health

hazard

NARAIL., Feb 18: Un-
nned construction of kutcha
. have posed a threat 1o
health and sanitation in the

hindrance to vehicu-

of

The Baily Star 9
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. Political scene

'Hammer songs' draw larg
crowd at Bakerganj

Star report

Fakir Alamgir, a known figure in the field of
pop and people's songs has currently earned
name as "hammer singer". He is extensively
touring parts of Bakerganj and has already held
over a dozen open air shows describing the

importance of "hammer”,

Mr. Rashed Khan M::nnn.- leader of the Five-

Party Alliance and General

Secretary, Workers

Party has engaged "Fakir Shaheb" to canvass in
his favour. Menon is contesting the polls from
lwo constituencies, Bakergonj-2 and Bakergonij-5.

His election
Fakir Alamg

symbol is hammer.
ir is drawing large crowd in course

of polls campaigns and the audience enjeying his
performance very much. Skillfully, he is mention-

- ing 'hammer' in his songs and speeches.
Fakir rendered "songs on votes" in front of

Town Hall
Friday.

But the rate of his fee for

not known.

Our Maulvi Bazar Corre-
spondent adds: The Returning
Officers of Maulvi Bazar have
been taking necessary prepa-
rations for hdlding a free, fair
and impartial parliament elec-
tion in the district.

A meeting of different par-
ties and elite of the district
was held on Thursday at Maulvi
Bazar with Mr.' Jatindra
Prashad Tonchongya, Return-
ing Officer and Deputy Com-
missioner in the chair.

The Returning Officer
called upon all to implement
government instructions for
holding a free, fair and impar-
tial election on February 27.
Leaders of different political
parties assured the administra-
tion of their cooperation and
to follow code of conduect.

The total number of voters
in this district is 813,593. Ac-
cording to district Election Of-
fice, 1427 polling booths in
385 centres have been set up
in the Maulvi Bazar district.

To conduct the election
385 Presiding Officers. 1427
Assistant Presiding Officers
ancd 2854 Polling Officers have
beesn ippainicd

at Barisal and at Shahid Minar on

this new job was

posiers have given thc area a
[estive-look.

Awami League, BNP, Jatiya
Party. Jamaat-e-Islami, BKSAL,
5-party alliances, Zaker Party,
Janata Dal, JAGPA, Khelafat
Movement have fielded their
candidates for the elections.
Independent candidates are
also in the race.

In Faridpur - 1 Constituency
the following candidates are
constesting: Shah Mchammad
Abu Zafar (JP), AK-M. Shamsul
Bari Mia Mechan (BNP),
Moulana Habibur Rahman

(Jamaat), Md. Abdur Rouf
Master ([AL), Md. Lutfar
Rahman (ZP), Md. Mozaller

Hussain Chunnu (JD), Moulana
Siddiqur Rahman (Khelafat),
Abu Zafar Mia (BKSAL), Abu
Syeed (5-Party]. Abu Syeed
Miah (Independent).

Begum Sajeda Choudhury of
Awami League, A.K.M. Obaidur
Rahman of Janata Dal, Md. Abul
Hussain of B.N.P’., Golam Rasul
Mia of Jamaat. A.K.M.
Khairuzzaman Batu of Zaker
Party, Saifuzzaman Zuel of
Jatiya Party. Al-haj Abdul Hye
Azad of Khelafat Movemenit and

...........
..........

Candidates contesting from Maulvi Bazar district. From
top left: Saifur Rahman (BNP), Azizur Rahman (AL),
Giash Uddin Choudhury (JP), Maolana Ibrahim Khali
Azadi (Zaker Party), Abdul Hoque (JSD-Inu), Iman Uddin
Ahmed (AL), Ashad Uddin Batal (BNP), Abdur Rahman
Choudhury (JP), Sayed Abu Zafar Ahmed (CPB), Nawab
Ali Abbas Khan (JP), ANM Yoeusuf (Muslim League),
Sultan Mohammad Mansur Ahmed (AL).

Netrakona

Our Netrakona Correspon-
dent adds: A big meeting was
held on Thursday at Barhatta
High School premises while
renowned poet Nirmolendu
Goon who is the prominent
independent candidate in the
coming parliamentary election
and the General Secretary of
Bangladesh Kobita Parishad
presided.

Nirmolendu Goon said
people would be able to elect
the candidates of their parties
if follow the eode of conduct.

Another meeting was held
on Thursday at Dugia High
School under the auspices of
BNP. Abu Abbas a prominent
candidate, Abdus Kuddus Ma-
sudul Aziz and Abdur Rashid
addressed the meeting and
urged the people to vote or
worthy and honest persons so
that socio economic stability
could be established.

Faridpur
Our Faridpur Corres-
pondent says : Hectie
campaign for February 27 par-
hamentary polls in on in
all the upazilas Faridpur
district. Different political

parties ficlded 40 candidates
in five constituencies of
upazilas under Faridpur -

Kabirul Islam Kanchan of
JAGPA are contesting from
Faridpur 2 Constituency while
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yousufl
of BNP, imamuddin Ahmed of
Awami Leauge, All Ahsan Md.
Mujahid of Jamaat, Abdul
Mannan Mollah of Zaker Party,
AK.M. Obaidur Rahman of
Janata Dal. Saiful Islam Nily of
Jatiya Party, Abdur Razzak
Molla of 5 Party. Abu Younus
Pasha of BKSAL and Md. Kaisar
Ahmed (Independent) are con-
testing from Faridpur-3
Constituency. In Faridpur-4
Constituency Chowdhury
Akmal Ibne Yousuf of B.N.P.,
Mossarral Hussain of Awami
League, Adel Uddin Howlader
of Zaker Party and Abdul Latif
Mia of Janata Dal are contest-

ing-
Dinajpur
BSS from Dinajpur adds: A
total of 12.24,400 voters will
clect six members of the Jatiya
' from 67 can-
didates in Dinajpur t in
the coming election.

An officials source said the
Is will be held in 2288
under 572 centres in

six constituencies.

The candidates of major po-
Mtical parties wa Awami
League. Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), Jamaat-e-Islami,
Jatlya Samajtantrik Dal WJSD),
are facing each other.



