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S a prime  destination
for tourists and
terroristd from the
Middle East. Thailand stands
to suller from fear and lost

slr. leln:r=ln¢

to foreign
diplomats and Thai police
SOUTNTeS.

Officials sald that efforts to
locate potential terrorists
_ t w0 be staying in
at the moment were
. but they added
that an will remain in
oo e
pates. Interior tiry a
police officials said they were
working with foreign intelli-
gence agents.

Two lragis were detained as
“sect risk suspects.” said
Thai fals. ragql officials in
Bangkok downplayed the de-
tentions as mere cases of
mﬂm.' but the Iragi

said it was not his

country’'s job to try to control

anti-American sentiments
t the world.

l is not in a pesition to
ask of Muslims and
Arabs in the world to lessen or
control their hatred of the
Americans.” said Ambassador
Monir Shihab Ahmed.

But Filipino officlals said
that two Iraqt terrorists who
accidentally exploded a bomb
on their way to a US library in
Manila had come ([rom
Bangkok and were due to re-
turn to Bangkok with explo-
sives the next day.

Authorities in that country
have the Iragi consul
general, Muwatak al-Ani. who
was accused of assisting the
bombers by dropping them ofl

in a car.

An official sald the two were
relatives of a former Filipino
embassy official and had plans
to smuggle explosive compo-
nents to Bangkok tucked into
rubber shoes.

The boiched terrorist at-
tack and repeated warnings by
the US embassy here in
Bangkok,that “bad guys arc
*up to something”™ has cast a
shadow of the city's once vi-

brant tourist industry and
rfised fears . of terrorism.

The warnings and visible
security precautions ol troops
in combat gear carrying MI16
machine guns threaten to cur-
tail the country's booming
tourist trade, according to tour

agents and government offi-
clals

Tﬁmughnut Asia, the Gulfl
War has sparked protest. de-
batc and fears of turmeil

Gulf War Casts Shadow
Over Tha: Tourism____

tourists dislike the searches

Foreign
but call them a necessity. Philip Gorton

These fears are not limited to
predominantly Islamic coun-
tries, but are spread through-
out the region near diplomatic
headquarters and tourist
havens.

Thatland's massage irs
and bars have long been the
rest and relaxation centre for
Middle Eastern men evcer
since the oil boom of the 70s
and 80s increased their eco-
nomic clout.

In 1988, the hijacking of
the Atr Kuwait jetliner was
planned and initiated here.

Weapons were loaded onto the
plane at Bangkok's Don Muang
Airport. :

*Terrorists. like the rest of
us, see Thailand as a free
country,” said a Western em-
bassy official. Many feel they
can move more comfortably
amidst the vast foreign popula-
tion of one of Asia’s mosl cos-

mopolitan cities.
in this respect, Bangkok's
dilemma is not unlike t of

neighbouring Manila. Both ci-
ties have limited controls on
foreigners entering the coun-
try and are known as "R and
R" points for Middle Eastern
tourists.

When suspected terrorists
do arrive in Bangkok they are
usually asked cordially to leave
the country, according to Thai
customs officials, who have be-
gun to body scarch all incom-
-ing tourists since the outbreak
of the war in the Gull.

_ said foreign tourists
dislike the searches, but called
them a nccessity.

Movement is not restricted
once a foreigner enters the
country and in Bangkok, a city
of seven million, there arc
many locations (o plan an at-
tack. Most international
terrorists travel under [alse
identification., making tracing

all the more difficult,
according to one analyst in
k.

Tracking of lerrorists is
carried out at an internatfonal
level by Interpol, an interna-

tional police Information net-

work which kee member
forces informed the move-
ments of suspects.

But the terrorist threal is
not limited to suspects from
the Middle East because
Bangkok has many Thai “hit
men” wiling to excreise their

profession for a few hundred
dollars.
In addition. the Lebanon-

based Japanese Red Army is

said to be wholly supportive of.

the Iraqt occupation of Kuwait
and i1s suspected to have
slipped some of its members
into Thatland over the past few
weeks.

International alerts and ar-
rest warrants for at-large
members of the Red Army
have been tssued by Japanesc
police.

he need to protect
the environment
and the conserve
val-uable res-ources have
begun to eclipse the days of
throwaway con-sumption. Ger-
unrm':'lul-unﬁbﬂe industry,
too, now embraced ways of
tematically taking old vehi-
cles apart with the aim of
reusing select components or
at least refurbishing them.
Vv n took the first step
in this direction, and now the
Bayrische Motorenwerke
(BMW) has taken into opera-
tion the first facility for the
large-scale and complete dis-
assembly of aging vehicles.
This pilot project seeks to re-
cycle significantly more com-
poncnts than has been done to
date.

The aim of this major un-
dertaking extends to the
manufacture of the vehicle,
where designers are to take its
future processing into consid-
eration. Environmental com-
patibility is the guiding con-
cept here. The designs engi-
neer thinking of "tomorrow” is
to also consider "the day after
tomorrow” in light of the aver-
age vehicle lifle span, which
may reach up to thirty years.

The major BMW project
facility i{s now probing ap-
proaches to the proper sorting
of materials in vehicles and
how to recycle the compo-
nents. One targel is the reduc-
tion of the variety of dillcrent
plastic materials used in car

manufacture. The approxi-
mately 20 different kinds of

. plastic currently used— weigh-

ing on average about 100 kilo-
grams posc a sorting
dilemma. For instance, the in-
strument panel would be
easier to recycle il just onc
were used instead of
three. The pilot project will
also examine time
and costs Ineurred in the dis-
assembly process and the
earnings which can be

......................

A good measure of the interest of the German automobile industry in environmental
BMW. Successful rec

On January 19, the US em-
tssued a travel advisory
for all of Thatland. saying that
“credible” threats of a possible
ierrorist attack had been re

ceived.

Over the weckend B0 sites
around the city were given
spccial security. The security
measures covered residential
areas, banks and embassics.

Meanwhile, tour agents and
government officials warned
that the visible signs of a secu-
rity met could act to frighten
tourists who have not already
fled the country.

“People are buying tickets
to go home and tourists are
cancelling their reservations,”
said Manus Surapisitchat. the
managing director of OTC
Tours in Bangkok. "They feel
the war will not be over carly.”
—Depthnews Asia.
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HOW TO CASH IN ON
TOYS FOR THE BOYS

LONDON : s Time 0o
rummage aboul in the allie, o
raid Lhe old toy-chest. Yesicr-
day's playthings have become
today's collectables and
premium prices are being paid
for on the the art market.
“in the past two ycar,” says
llugo Marsh, head of the
department in Christic’'s Sou
Kens , “our turnover has
doubled.”

A tin-plate ocecan liner
madc in Germany (cirea 1919)
by Marklin was knocked down
al Sotheby’s for pound 14,300,
whilc Phillips West Two ex-
pect a Marklin model of
Leipzig station, to feich meore
than 20,000 when it
gocs under the hammer. In

achieved through the
refurbishment and 1 resale
of the is.

A trial run of the procedure
now involves the laking r
of the vehicle and the refur-
bishment of the motor unit,
the rear-wheel transmission

stem, the ignition system.
the lights, and the water
pump. Following the disman-

protection is provided by this recycling pilot project run by

pends on efficient ways to separate an

cost-effective and meaningful re-use of components assured.

-Autol_ndt;stl-;r_EmbracesRecyclingIdeas

tling. the chassis is crushed
and sent off for processing as
steel.

All the remaining parts are
sorted in various ways and re-
conditioned. Customers for
these parts range from indi-
vidual rs to industrial sec-
tors ranging from the plastics
industry to power utilities. —
INP.

A L] Y :

ing de-

d sort distinet materials in a product. Only then is the

An

collectors’ market for the
of the past has

original box ) in 1983,
turn-over in the first year
pound 250,000 and scven

ycars on |l

pound

13,500,000. That Rgure he

says will probably double iIn
1991 when he moves his Bri-
tish shop, from his current
prcmises in Edgwarce to more
modish Mayfair .

Keen toy-collectors who
have bought from the less-
than- us North London
shop include the Sultan of Se-
langor, Michacl Jackson, Frank
Sinatra, Willilam Shatner, an
American scrap merchant who
last year spenl pound 3m and
hordes of Japancse. The late
Malcolm would hare up lo
Ed from his DBallcrsea
home on his llaricy-Davidson
and “choosc a couplc of boals
on a Salurday morning,” says
Levitt.

Robert Forbes, the million-
airc's son, says form New
York, "Like father, | have
always been inated by toy
boats ever since | with
them hs a child in puddies,
ponds and the bathtub. Our
colicction here on Filth Av-
enuc has been accumulated
over 25 ycars. At the timc
pcople were flabbergasted al
the prices we pald — now they

; | Ihe [, We
1vc“r:‘n rgvm batthc- ;hipl.

submarincs and lincrs which
1,000 peoplic a weck come lo
scc in our muscums.”

Exhibit A at Mint & DBoxed
in New York will be “The
Charles” a 19th-century, gaily
painted toy hosc-recl, (an carly
fire enginc) manufactured in

. Connecticut, which Levill has

just sold lo a German industr-

alist for a rovord
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The resullt was astonishing, ™
sys

The fact that he has unhin;
ited cash has nol cndcarc!
him to morc modestl collcd
tors, cspecially since he has
broughli markcting skills (his
lavish brochure s maldled 1
10,000 and am ¢n
treprencurial flair to a previ
ously amalcur world.

Although toy-collectiors
conlain in thelr ranks such
showbiz namcs as Phil Collins
and Rod Stcwart, there is also
al culture of lower-pro
file h toy-enthusiasts
who regularly congregalc
“swap mects” from Sandown 1o
Gloucesicr o Donnington. A
Hornby -00 locomotive madc in
1963 may change hands for
pound 500 a Corgl Magic
Roundabout Train might nct
pound 250, a Maichbox
miniature Coca-Cola lorry

und 50. Alicionades also

unt Bonhams in Chelsea
{their next sale Is In mid
Scplember), who repert Lhal

Lhe [astest arca is cull
TV, Nlm-or comic-related
ftems, such as the Yellow

Submarinc, Thunderbirds or
L3atmobilcs.

"I admit that 1t is a male
chauvinist hobby” says Jeflrey
Levitt. “Nincty-five per ecnt of
my customers are men . IU's
undoubtedly a case of toys for
the boys. —J. D. :

— s —— ——

WASHINGTON, Feb 16
Iraq's proposal Friday to pull
out of Kuwait amounts to a
complicated bid to convert an
impeding military debacle inlo
a diplomatic triumph for Sad-
dam Hussein and Palestinian
Arabs. President George Bush
rejected the ploy.

"When | first heard the
statement f[of withdrawal)”, .|
must say | was ", Bush
said. "Regrettably, it seems it
was a cruel hoax”. '

US officials were quick to
point out that the offer. condi-
tional like all us over-
tures, followed many days of
destnuctive bombing raids that
led one US g::hl to describe
the Iraqi ry situation as
"precarious”.

Rejecting the proposal
outright., Bush called for "the
Iragi military . and the Iraqi
people, to take matters into
their won hands, to force Sad-
dam Hussein, the dictator, to
sicp aside. ”

Sen. Sam Nunn, chairman
of Senate Armed Services
Commitiee, said that "il there
are conditions attached to the
Aithdrawal, then [ don't think
it will go very far toward a
cease-fire”.

. But the Iraqi offer puts
pressure on Bush to keep Arab
nations in the war coalition
even while jnsisting again that

their disputc with I[srael over

tion of the West Bank
and Gaza can be addressed
only after the Gulf conflict
ends,

By reiterating that Iraq
-must pull out of Kuwait un-
conditionally, the White House
held fast to its refusal to link
the war to Israel's hold on the
‘territories and their Pales-
tinian inhabitants.

"Not omly was the Iraq
statement full of old unaccept-
able conditions, bul Saddam

“Hussein has added new condi-
tions”, Bush said.
- Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the
other Arab nations in the
coalition are under pressures
of their own. While diplomats
try to keep the war and the
Arab-Isracli dispute separate,
Saddam has to link
them in the minds of millions
" of Palestintans and other Arabs.

The Iragi t has had
considerable success in the
strects and in the bazars in
converting his annexation of

Kuwait into a rallying cry for
Isracl to yield the territory to
Palestinian control.

While US Seccretary of State
James A. Baker 111 has said
repeatedly that no one believes
Saddam invaded Kuwait to
help the Palestinians. the logic
of his argument fs lost on the
multitudes for whom the Iraqgi
president is now a folk hero.

They have forcked King Hus-
scin of Jordan to risk his
strong tics with Washington by
denouncing the allied war ef-
fort and espousing solidarity
with Iraq. And they could
make it very hard for king

Fahd of Saudi Arabia and Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
to keep fighting--and keep
risking more Arab lves--now
that Saddam has offered to pull
out if Israel will do the same.
Saddam's other condition --
that the United States with-
draw its military forces from
the area --could ex the re-
gion to a resurgence of lraqi
wer despite the losses Iraq
suffered. '
Allied bombardments have
taken a heavy toll of Saddam's
armories, especially his decadly
Scud missile launchers. Blut he
retains a powerful army and

NEW YORK, Feb 16 : CBS News
Reporter Bob Simon and his
three-man crew, who dis-
appeared in the northern
Saudi desert last month,
have been held in Baghdad
for two weeks, CNN
reported Friday, says AP.

The crew was reported
missing at the Kuwaiti
border on Jan 21, four days
after the war started. Cable
News Network quoted what
it called "reliable sources”

| as saying Lhe fate of the

crew would be decided by

Hussein.
The four were picked up by an
Iraqi military jeep patrol in
a remote part of the Kuwait
border, said CNN
correspondent Peter
Arnett, reporting from Iraq.
They "are still being inves-
tigated by the Iragi intelli-
gence service to determine
the full circumstances of
I their capture,” he said.
Arnett said that. "apparently.
there are three categories
| they can fall under:
Innocents who could be re-
| leased, prisoners of war or

sples. ’

Iraqi President Saddam

' CBS crew held
in Baghdad

"I am told that President
Saddam Hussein will
personally determine the
outcome of the cases. He
has apparently becn

forwarded the many appeals
sent to Baghdad on be of
the CBS staflers.”

Three of the crew were
wearing military uniforms
to pass by Saudi
checkpoints in the guise of
American soldiers, Arnett
said he was told.

"They said they wanted to get
closer to Kuwait than was
permitted at the time.” the
crew told investigators, ac-
cording to Arnett,

Along with Simon, the missing
crew members are pro-
ducer Peter Blufl,
cameraman Roberto Alvarez
and Soundman Juan
Caldera.

Arnett said he was told the
crew was being held in a
district of the city near the

former residence of the |

u.s.
guards.
“My sources say that the health
of all three is good. They
are being fed three meals a
day, the same food as their
investigators,” he said.

Embassy Marine

more¢ lanks than Britain and
France combined.

Even so, the White House's
abrupt dismissal of the Iraqi
leader's initiative drew some
dissent.

"This may or may not be the
break we're looking for.” said
Democratic Sen. Paul Simon.
"But we should be open to ne-
gotiate 1l Iraq is ready to nego-
tiate.”

And former Assistant Secre-
tary of State Richard Murphy, a
specialist in Arab aflairs, said:
"I think we have a big break in
Iragi policy here, as of today.
Iraq has listed a number of
things which it sces linked to
their complete and uncondi-
tional withdrawal.

Gulf crisis

Iraqi offer a
step towards
peace: Iran

NICOSIA. Feb 16: Iran’s
Foreign Ministry said Friday
that the Iraqi proposal to
resolve the Gulf War was "a
step towards peace,” the Ira-
nian news agency reported,
reports AP,

The agency also said Iraq’'s
Deputy Prime Minister,
Saadoun Hammadi, was to ar-
rive in Teheran late Friday to
discuss the proposal with [ra-
nian officials.

In a communique issued in
Baghdad, Iraq’s ruling Revolu-
tionary Command Council said
for the first time that it was
prcpared to abide by the
United Nations demand to
withdraw from Kuwait. But the
council listed a series of condi-
tions which it said should be
met as part of the deal.
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WASHINGTON : In this still frame taken from a Cable

‘News Network (CNN), television broadeast, an unidenti-

fied Iraqi citizen fires a

gun into the air on February 15 as

people in Baghdad celebrate an announcement that Iraq is

prepared to withdraw fr

om Kuwait according to UN
Security Council Resolution 660. The Ir

announcement

linked the withdrawal to 2 number of conditions.

—Phote AFP/UNB.
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American analzsts say

Saddam's offer to
demoralise Iraqis

WASIHINGTON., Feb 16 :
Iraq's conditional offer to
withdraw its treops [rom
Kuwait is scen by experts and
diplomats here as a sign of
weakness, reports AFP.

"It is most likely a sign of
weakness”., Marvin Feuerw-
erger, an analysts at the Wash-
ington Institute for Near East
Policy, said.

The offer was designed to
split the 28-nation coalition
seeking to drive Iraqi forces
from Kuwait. he said, express-
ing surprisc that Iraqi Presi-

dent Saddam Hussein had not .

resorted to such a ploy carlier.

However, key Arab mem-
bers of the anti-Irag coalition
— Egypt. Syria and Saudi Ara-
bia rejected Baghdad's pro-
posal as unacceptable.

The Soviet Union a former
close ally of Iraq reacted more
favorably to the initiative.
~ Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev expressed “sat-
isfaction and hope” at Irag's
offer., which the lragl news
agency said was a nse to
Soviet diplomatic efforts lo
find a peaccful scttlement
the month-okl war.

(Soviels) don't want
to jeopardise their relations
with US, said Mr. Feuerwerger.
“They cannot make us slop

bombing. They cannot stop the
war”

A State Department official
said in Moscow :"l don't think
they can do anything”.

The conditions Baghdad at-
tached "ware so outrageous’,
said the official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity. Mr.
Hussein was acting "as if he'd
won the war”, he added.

Iraq offered to quit Kuwait
in exchange for an [Isracli.

withdrawal from its occupied
territories and the pullout,
within a month, of all foreign
forces from the Gull region.

tions by the

draw from Kuwait immediately.
However. that resolution
states that any withdrawal
must be unconditional.

"It could be a sign of poten-
tial greater mhmumcmd the
State Department official. In
addition, it "could be demoral-
ising for the people of Iraq”
who would wonder why their
country was again at war after a
fruitless eight-year conflict
with Iran.

Baghdad surrendered all
the territorial gains it had
achiteved in the 1980-1988

conflict in a bid o curry favour
from Tehran when it became
apparent the US-led coalition
would fight.

One western di t said
Iraq’s reference for the [irsi
time since the August 2 inva-
sion o a withdrawal
from Kuwait signalled that iraq
was in trouble.

But, said the L. who
spoke on condition ol
anonymity. It is too early to 1cli
if Ba aims to win over
the Sovicts, divide the allied
coalition or simply cul a deal.

chbhwledatEgdememw:
LIMA, Feb 16 : Leftist rebels protesting the Gulf War h a
Embassy

heme-made bomb at the Egyptian
damage to the building but no casualtics.
AFP

causing significant
police said, reports

Autigoritics

blamed the Tupace

in Lima on Friday.

Amaru Revolutionary

Movement (MRTA) and said it was the 12th attack carried oul

by that
In the
car at the

since the war broke out Japuary 17.
latest incident a bomb was thrown from a moving
Egyptian mission in the well-to-do San Isidro Dis

trict of Lima. The blast damaged the front of the bullding and
shattered windows in bouring ones.

The MRTA, one of

ru's two main leftist Insurgent

groups, has declared support for Iraq as it fights off the US-

led coalition.

16:

Feb
Minister
Moshe Arens said lmaq's con-
ditional offer on Friday to leave
Kuwait showed President Sad-
dam Hussein was starting to

JERUSALEM,
Israeli Defence

feel from the Gull al-
lied forces, reports Reuter.

"1 don't want to give a reac-
tton until | read what is there
and what Isn't there, but |
think it should be clear that
Saddam Hussein has begun o
understand that his condition
is difficult” Arens told lsrael
Televiston.

Prime Minister

“Everybody who s involved
in this confrontation realisos
that if they arc really inter

ested in bringing peace (o s
area, all this war machine und

its masters have to be removerd
from the area,” he sakl.

Shamir spoke in an inler-
view with the British Broad:
casting Ccmﬂnn hours be
fore Irag to withdraw
from Kuwait in return lor a
series of concessions by Israc
and the US-led coalition.

The lragl statement linked
its withdrawal from Kowail
with an Isracli withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip, Wes!
Bank, Golan Heights and South
Lebanon

Former Defence Minisier
Yitzhak Rabin said the lrug
announcement was no dillor-
ent from conditions sct |0
days after its invaston of Kuwail

kst Angust.



