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Handle with Care

It is good to hear that the Demra water project
is ultimately going to be buried. It was not
really, it was still-born. Way back in 1964.

Mysterious are the ways of statecraft. One mani-
festation of that is this Demra project which
would not make any headway in 27 years and still
did not quite die. The cost accumulating in the
quarter century to Tk. 800 crore appeared to the
authorities — plausibly the same people who
Demra in such a state of suspended animation for
so long—prohibitive and they decided on finally
killing and bu it. It is very rare to come by
such [lourish of forceful decision-making. Th
say a far cheaper ect — at more han -
abad — is being taken up to replace the Demra
good-riddance.

No doubt this sounds very
all for slashing and even jettisoning dream be-
hemoths carried from the past and come to
terms with the reality of our capacity. But before
we f{all for the dainty little thing at Saidabad —
whose picture we shall hopefully have in a year's
time. and nothing tangible of the thing itself —
we would do well to try to remove some misgiv-
ings that's in the nature of this thing. First, what's
the guarantee that Saidabad will not end in an-
other Demra? Who will guarantee that and how?
That project was not born ‘with a 800-crore Taka
bill around its neck. The cheap project at hand
can with time become dear again. What will be
the mechanism — one that we can depend upon
— to ensure that Saidabad doesn't take another
quarter century only te be ditched in its turn?,

And then it is very evident that Saidabad is no
true replacement for Demra. The two are not
water treatment plants in the same sense.
Saidabad is to use water drawn from rivers
alone. Sketchy reports tend to portray it more as
a sophisticated filtration complex whereas
Demra was projected to be the real thing — truly
trea water otherwise unusable. Saidabad, as
such, must of necessity be a halfway house to an
eventual resurrection of the now scuttled Demra.
Our dangerous population curve will bring that
eventuality nearer than we can now think of. The
point now arises is how far into the future will
Saidabad serve usefully and economically. It has
to be supplemented and in the end overtaken by
a subsequent plant that may be needed sooner
than a decade and a half. The population of the
metropolis will have jumped to far beyond the
10-million mark by that time.

It is universally agreed that lifting subsoil water
from the city and its surrounds is another name
for pushing the town over a precipice. We can
hardly contribute to large-scale land subsidence
in the city area that is certain to happen if we ex-
tract underground water a little too liberally.
Dhaka's present daily water need has been
worked out at 16 crore gallons. And what WASA
supplies is eleven and a half. To make up the
shortfall WASA will use deep tubewells and raise
the present figure to 14 crore. Are they sure this
is safe even on long term?

Saidabad will undoubtedly come as a Frcat help
in such a situation. Bangladesh's hydrological re-

alities, however, do not encourage drawing water
in large bodies from the rivers as a wise recourse
either. One is not worried in this case over the
reduced volume now available in our rivers get-
ting further reduced. The bother is rather with
how the rivers will react to this over a span of
time. For all one knows, there i{s no way till now
to compute that. Rivers in a deltaic basin, spe-

cially such as ours, is one of the most unpre-
dictable things in God's creation, and must be
handled with care.

Dhaka indeed needs the very thing they use in
water short megalopolises. The authorities must
show us the way in this.

Crisis at Blood Bank

Serious problems affect the Blood Transfu-

encour . We are

sion Department of the Dhaka Medical College -

Hospital (DMCH), undermining patient conii-
dence in the service, have recently come to light.
Conditions inside the city's major blood bank has
become quite deplorable, compounded by admin-
istrative inertia and mismanagement.

The greatest long-terrn as well as short-term
threat looms as a result of the woeful lack of
equipment for tes and screening blood. It is a
known fact that no blood donated by members of
the public is screened. So, what are we g the
- patients? Whether free of cost or at hundred taka
per bag, unscreened blood may well be Infected
with such diseases as jaundice, syphilis etc. In
other words, patients, rich and poor alike, arriv-

ing atl the DMCH blood bank for rejuvenation
may well leave in a far worse shape, at death's
door. A ful

ly conscious Eeatl:nt may be in a posi-
tion to demand that he T%t:fn blood donated by
one of his close relatives. makv give him some
peace of mind, but the threat of fatal infection
remains. ' '

Furthermore, blood transfusion has been
identified as one of the channels through which
the AIDS virus HIV has been able to spread so
quickly. In the absence of any national policy on
AIDS detection, it is indeed an example of gross
negligence that no initiative has been undertaken
to screen donated blood for possible HIV infec-
tmni

There is also a big question mark h over
the hygienic condition of the needles used to ex-
tract blood at the DMCH. When the trend is to
move towards disposable esasan
precaution, the practice here is still to use multi-
use ones, lea the health of the donor, as well
as the receiver of that blood, hostage to fate.
When we hear of the Health Directorate failing to
supply even the required number of empty b
bags to the DMCH blood bank, we to under-
stand the depth to which the malaise has pene-
trated. It ce is not in our interest to create

¢ or uncertainty in the public mind; but si-

nce, in the face of official indifference, would
hardly help matters.

Even if we, at this particular moment in time,
choose to ignore problems that are strictly man-

ent-related, others remain that need to be

addressed seriously, and acted upon quickly. The
issue is of vital importance in the field of public
health, and therefore cannol be treated casually,
nor be allowed to be stuck in an administrative
morass. Since we are not talking about temporary
reliel here, rather about a matter of life and
death, it is to be hoped the concerned authorities
will take note of the grave public concern.

alleviation.

endemic povert on
independence a has
remained - in it ever
since al
leviation has a central

dictatorship over-
thrown, there is now an op-
portunity for a democratic

8

talks and grandiose promises
from the ruling cliques, but
their to poverty has, if
| anything. me stronger
over the years. They now seem
to have lost faith that there are
solutions to their poverty

| problem — a mentality of ac-

cratic process, it has to be
l demonstrated to them that
there is a genuine commit-
ment on the part of the gov-
ernment, as well as all demo-
cratic forces to solve their
rty problem. And this can

by developing eco-

stage of the development pro-
cess.

It is essential. therefore.
that the processes of establish-
ing a democratic order in the
country and economic eman-

cipation of the people must be
pursued simultaneously — by

takin ple into confidence
and ng their interests and
aspirations at the forefront in
both the processes. Empty slo-
gans such as "people are the
source of all power” and
"politics of production” will
not do. The whole nation
needs to be enthused and gal-
vanised through effective, peo-
ple-centred political and eco-
nomic programmes. This is

he situation even

without a war has alr-

eady brought about!/
economic t0 many countries,
including China.

But while the Gulfl crisis is
proving detrimental to some

nts of China's ecoménty,
mﬂm created an upparnu;*:
nity for the country to increase
oil exports.

According to Li Jinhua of
the Foreign Ministry, China
suffered a "heavy" economic
loss of US$2 billion as a direct
result of its implementation of
the United Nations sanctions
against Iraq, especially in
trade, transportation and civil
aviaton.

At the same time, the
planned export of about 24
million tons (168 million bbls)
of crude oil will actually reach
29 million tons (203 million
bbls) as a result of the Gull
crisis.

The export increase of 5
million tons of crude is not
dramatic due to the high do-
mestic crude consumption and
a limited increase in crude
production, according to Jiang
- Yunlong, vice-president of
China National Chemical Im-

FUTURE DIRECTIONS OF DEVELOPMENT
Democracy and Economy need
Simultaneous Attention

by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad

The author discusses some
future directions of

:

issues that need attention of development planners.
would deter achievement, he observes. This is the first part of the
and concluding part will be published tomorrow.

Indifference to these in

hmﬂhrm
ship. How can do it is for
them to decide and work out
their . But 1 cannot
be ac if the poor mass
remain alienated without or
with very limited access to
sources of income (lund. other
assels, credit) and bases of so-
clal power [education, train-
T s

A Mortgaged Future

The task ahead is very
formidable and challenging. It
is widcly recognised that the
1980s has been a lost decade
(from the point of view of de-
velopment) for Bangladesh as
well as that clearly recognised
is that the country faces a
mortgaged future. The decade
of the 1980s witnessed re-
duced and depressed public
and private investment rates,
Low domestic and national
savings (% of GDP saved and
domestic savings plus foreign
remittances) at only about 2%
and 4-5% respectively were a
major reason. Another major

port and Export Corporation
(SINOCHEM), a state-owned
com that controls most of
the country's oil imports and
exports.

He said his company de-
cided to Increase crude ex-

“because the/Gull crisis |

caused oil prices to roc
from US$20 to US$30-40 per
barrel after August 2, when
Iraqi troops invaded Kuwait.

Every year the central gov-
ernment allots about 90 mil-
lion tons of crude oil (630 mil-

and also cu

reason was demand manage-

ment initiated in the
1980s within the frame-
of IMF and World Bank

induced stabilization and

structural ustment

ks in invest-

ment due to requircments of

funds for rchabilitation and re- ,

construction in the aftermath
of widespread damages caused

unprecendent floods ol
1987 and 1988. Yet another
important reason was that the
investment pattern in the
decade was biased against
growth as investments in pro-
ductive activities such as agn-
culture and industry were de-
emphasized and more atten-

tion was given to unproductive
activities, services and con-
struction. Hence, the eco-
nomic growth rate during the
decade was n ahead of
the population rate so
that there was no dent made
on the deep rooted and mass
poverty in the country. At the

same time, due to foregone in-
vestments in productive activi-
fies the already weak produc-
tive capacity ol the country
took a further jolt. Also wg-
glected were investments in
education and health —both
the sectors received lower
percentage allocations in per-
centage terms compared to
the 1970s. As a result the hu-
man resource base of long
term development was ad-
versely affected. Also, depen-
dence on foreign aid increased
further during the decade.
Thus while the economic per-

A

1990 fell to 3.5 million tons
(24.5 million bbls), due to the
price hike of oil on the world
N v
o N n as
mestic crude for ‘:rgdhl"tw
State encourages refineries
manufacture oil products with
foreign-supplied crude and
export the flinished products
to the crude supplicrs.

The volume of processed

formance in

social sectors 'virtually,
meurigaging the future of t
country.

Investment
In any a t to stop the
rot, first ol all re must be /

more investment in the econ-

omy. particularly in productive

and social sectors. First of all,
public investment must be so
planned as to maximize the

shares of productive and social

private investment in produe-
tive sectors. Toward augment- -

ing investible resources seri-
ous efforts are needed lo raise
savings for investment. If cor-
ruption can be controlled, rev-
enue collection and public
sector savings will improve.
Moreover, ways will neced to be
found to have the richer sec-
tions of the society contribute

more to the national exche- '’

quer and also invest more in
productive activities. If stabi-
lization and structural adjust-
ment programmes are to be
pursued. the conditionalities
should be reviewed in the light
of democratically determined
true needs and interests of the

tons (4.55 million bbls) up
from 1988. Most of the output
was produced [rom major oil-!

ids in the eastern part of thej
E\mlry such as Daqing in the}
m": ’

rtheast and Shengli and Li-

he on the edge of 'Lthnh£|4
Sea. ;

In 1990, crude outpul is;
expcected to total 138 million
tons (966 million bbls). China’
now is the fifth largest crude

nation and renegotiated as

IIIHL" as productive activ-

ities are concerned, a
focus should be 0 raise agri-
tm-

cultural ction and
prove u tion of installed
and

major focus should be small
and rural industries which
hold a great potential for em-

vestment planning in this

country : ‘

a) Primacy of agriculture in the
development process of the
country must be reflected
in investment allocation.

b) Emphymnt generation,
and net rate of return
on investment, should be
the basic consideration for
selecting projects. Of
wddtde, best utilization of
capital and environmental
issues must be given due
weightage in the project
selection

c) Subject to b). investment
should be substantially in-
creased for the production
of those and services
which the poorer classes
eorslume. By and large. such
activities are labour-!/
intensive and will fall in the
category of small scale and
rural industries and other
aclivities. Since these

Gulf Crisis Spurs China's Oil Sector

Xu Yihe writes from Beijing

duction level, aceording 1o the
China National 1"+ % 1, Cor
poration (CNPC)

The shortage ol «ride has
caused China lo turn its atien-
tion to the Tarim Basin in the
country's eentral Asian |
of Xinjiang to prospect for oil.

The Basin, about the size of
Spain, will be China's best bet
for super-large inland oilfields.
It has an estimated reserve ol
between 10 and 30 billon tons
(70 and 210 billlon bbls) of
crude, and eight trillion cubic

China's maqjor oilfields have reached a production plateau

lion bbls) to the 37 refineries
administered by China Petro-
chemical Corporation (SINO-
PEC), the country's largest
petrochemical production gro-

up. with a combined proc-
cssing capacity ol 124 million
tons of crude (868 million
bbls) a year.

To help make up the differ-
ence, SINOCHEM imports an

average of five million tons
(35 million bbls) of crude a
year. But imperts of crude in

imported crude oil will total
4.5 million tons (31.5 million
bbls) in 1990.200.000 tons
(1.4 million bbls)] more than in
1989.

This government scheme
has kept the refineries run-
ning and eased domestic crude
shortage, according to Shen
Huaren, newly appointed pres-
id-nt of SINOPEC.

In 1989, China produced
137.65 million tons of crude
(964 million bbls}. 650,000

producer in the world after
the Soviet Union. the United
States, Saudi Arabia and Mex-
ico.

Experts say even the mod-
est growth rate has been
achieved with great effort.
Most of China's major oilfields,
which have pumped oil for 10-
30 years, have reached a pro-
duction plateau,

It is by using advanced
technology and developing the
subfields in outlying areas of
existing oilfields that the oil
sector maintained its pro-

metres of natural gas, respec-
tively, about one-seventh and
one-quarter of the country's
total, according to @Qiu
Zhongjian, an official of CNPC,
who is in charge of oil explo-
ration and development in
Xinjiang,

China has injected three
bilion yuan in the past two
years for oil exploration in the
desert{Basin. But drilling has
prmrtd‘ very expensive due to
harsh natural conditions of
strong winds and high tem-
perature,
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. investment iIn

that huge ‘white elephant’ {
projects. inappropriale

technology and ‘wrong
prioritization of projects are
strictly avoided. Often

to the country's future
prospects. In such cases
foreign aid must not be
taken and the & roast
not be 'mdertaken.

i tey b cowwTuche «i

Of the 27 wells already sunk
in the Tarim Basin, 16 have oil
of rommercial value, and
others being tested. The Basin
is expecled to turn out
150.000 tons of crude f[one

millon bbis) in 1990 and ong-
million tons (7 million bbis) th

1991.

China plans to inject several
billion ynan and introduce for-
eign technology and equip-
ment in the next five years o
accelerate ofl exploration and
development in the Basin.

it s hoped the Basin will
replace warning supplies of

the major wells in the eastern
part of the country.

Though China has intensi-
fied effort to produce and ex-
port more oil in the wake of
the Gull crisis, the negative
impaet of the crisis on the
world economy is certain fo
inflict some hardship on
China's as well

Thus, Chinese Min-
ister Qian Qichen stressed
during his week-long Middle
East peace tour in November,
that China will not stop peace
efforts as long as there s any
hope of peaceful settlement of
the Gull crisis. .
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Pseudonyms are accepted.

address.
Foreign alumni
register

Sir, Education is the
base for advancement of
civilization which reflects
the level of development in
all sectors. Development
processes in Bangladesh
are progressing gradually
with strong efforts to keep
pace with other developing
nations despite her various
drawbacks and limitations
coupled with setbacks suf-
fered oftentimes owing to
apparent mismanagements
and irregularities in the
domain of respective sec-
tor.
Towards a prosperous
nation in a short range of
time, the experts in the
country can play best the
vital role of upgrading the
standard of the country's
socio-economic infra-
structure; and what is
needed most for the objec-
tive is a converted strategy.
As a first step forward, the
personnel with advanced
| expertise in the country
should be readily available
to combat the of the
‘ nation's development as

these columns should be

|Lerters for pugﬁcutian in
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
However, all communica- |
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and |

well as to implement the

Pprojects accordingly.

Hence, a National Regis-
ter may be created, and
updated annually, for the
country’'s Alumni of Foreign
Institutions, prefe cat-
egorized by the major sub-
jects, that will help identify
the personnel required for
the particular pro-
ject/purpose as need be.

M. Rahman,
Zila School Road,

Mymensingh.

Instructive

programmes on BTV
Sir, Television is a pow-

erful medium. Therefore, it
can also be a very eflective
medium to instruct a larger
number of uneducated
masses. But this opportu-
nity has not so

been utilised in this
u)d‘whl‘:n utilised the ap-
proach had been _half

ma
tion and, health used to be

either boring or not so in-
teresting ones to keep one

from going to sleep.

However. recently, I
have been observing that
BTV has a lot of pro-
grammes on health, family
planning and education.
These programmes are in-
structive educative, infor-
mative, and have improved
a lot. Nobody expects that
things would Improve
overnight, but there is the.
need to improve and ex-
tend them as much as pos-
sible. Now that the pro-
grammes are becoming in-
teresting, let us hope the
trend continues towards a
target of achieving mass

literaey.,

ot
Dinajpur.
Detrimental
ordinance
Sir, The recent am-
endment made to the
Newspaper Employees

(Condition of Services) Act
1974 by the caretaker gov-
ernment seems to us as an
undemocratic decision.
There may be a number of
genuine reasons on the
side of the government to
justify its position for
delaying the announcement
of the Journalists' Wage
Board award. Such delay
would have caused some

momentary loss to the
Journalists, but the new
ordinance is rather

detrimental to the interest
of the journalists and

growth of journalism in this
country.

Hence, it is strongly felt
that the Newspaper Em-
ployees (Condition of Ser-
vices Amendment) 1991
Ordinance be withdrawn
immediately and at the
same time nece mea-
sures should be taken to
repeal the Special Powers
Act of 1974 and other
black laws in the greater
national interest and to en-
sure healthy growth of the
institution of democracy.

M. Zahidul Haque,
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh icultural
College, Dhaka.-1207

Computer technology

Sir, Computer technol-
ogy has completely taken
over the printing and pub-
H:hm,glrm,mtnnﬁ.

However, just like any
other modern scientific in-
novation, it also has both, a
good and a bad side to it

It has made printing a
quicker and less time con-

suming process. Has given

it a brighter, cleaner look.
Has earned it more of ap-
preciation .
However, the other side
of this is the t of those
who to make a
iving by being just

compositors. They seem (o
be going out of trade. Now
this is quite a pity,

particularly in a third world
couniry like ours, already
over-burdened with various
complex problems, two of
which. are unemployment
and qf?_rpupulatlnn.

The compositors were
those people whose earn-
ings are just enough to live
by. There are also others
poorer, and rendered oul
of job now. So for those like
them, it is al least no boon
as yet . Because Il Is quite
expensive to have a com-
plete computer training,
which might help them to
get a job.

Thus computer training
at a cheaper cost and also
through the print shop
owners seems (o be a good
alternative.

Taslima Abedin,
Narayanganj.

No mud-slinging

it is a m:tttrt::'
great regret that during

campaign for the election
some of our leaders have
started to guarantee Lhe

sove ty of the country,
independence of the coun-
try. honesl govern-

ment... "elect honesl can-
didates,” “vole for...lo save
the nation” etc as If the
sole agency and authority
have been entrusted o

them.
Our present leadership
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has fo ten ‘Tolerance’
“If a man is unable to wip.
out his own tende lo
anger, how can he

' any one for the lack of seilf

control ability?” Conse-
quently one of the leaders
has declared that he has
220 honest and patriotic

"~ candidates. Possibly such

After the election :.m
February 27, 1991 let our
leaders work out on the

:
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