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Of Sticks, Twigs and Leaves

Most of the women of the

to work in our cities are often widowed, divorced
or separated. They cling on o whatever source of
that they can get hold of and make their

st Taka eke oulL Thelr jobs
existence and they have Nitle time for respite or

recreation.

Ferozar Ma. who originally comes from
ikganj. s a widow of 46, with two grown

rs Jahanara and Feroza. Ferozar Ma is not
a “Tokai" as she has a full time job as a cook-maid
at a house in Dhanmondi, and is paid Tk 275 plus

other benefits like food
clothes, a bed for the
night, and medicines. But
she spends her spare tme
collecting branches ol
trées, dry leaves, emply
cigarette boxes and
sweelmeatl containers,

with other ri-
vals in the vicinity for the
booty.

While she sells the
cigarette and sweeuneal
boxes to earmr only as
much as perhaps Tk 10
per month, this gets her
part of her pocket money
which comes to Tk 40 a
month. With this she ob-
tains her stock of “pan- §
supari” which keeps hcr
going as she labours in
her mistress's kitchen

are their entire

by Fayza Haq
classes whogo  in no way covers for her and that of her
child. Her mother, in fact, parts with Tk 200 from

her own salary for the upkeep of her homeless

The ﬁu of Ferozar Ma's other daughter,
Jahanara, who works in a garment [actory

. Is far

from a bed of roses. “Her husband beats her up

through the heat of the e

ks o the stcks and B

branches she gathers atl
stx different houses in the
neighbourhood. they arc
used o keep the fires lit
al her sister Rabiyar Ma's
hovel at Jhikatola. Ferozer
Ma is beholden to her
sister for sheltering and
feeding her divorced

daughter Feroza and her
three-yearold grandchild
Shati.

Rabeyar Ma
more than the usu

Ra

ires
load of dry wood to keep her
fires lit. This is because she supplies lunch in tffin
boxes to eight shop keepers in the neigh |
Different customers have different tastes and
beyar Ma has to cater to them all. Some like fine
rice, some care for only vegetables, d!lt others
musi have their “murgh-mussalam”. *

Feroza herselfl has a job of a sort @8 a house-
maid. She wils al two different houscs but only
brings home Tk 100 a mhonth for her effort. and this

The collector of wastes.

phanagec.”
bourhood.

'Mass movement not
reflected in films'

By Staff Correspondent

. Bangla Academy on Saturday

organised a discussion on "our
mass movement and films™ as a
part of its me in con-
nection L commemora-
tion of Amar Ekushey. 91.

Film maker Kabir Anwar
presented the key-note paper.
Gaziul Huq, Syed Salauddin
Zaki, Morshedul Islam partici-
pated in the discussion. Khan
Ataur Rahman presided.

Kabir Anwar said different
mass movements which were a
part of our herilage were not
refllccted properly in our films.
He said workshops free Ifrom
the influence of bureaucracy.
film-educated workers and
positive political decision were
necessary for the production of
good and healthy films.

Salghuddin Zaki said ab-
sence of healthy film criticism
was responsible for the pre-
sent crists in film industry.

Gaziul Huq said aspirations
of the masses could not be re-
flected in films unless there
were democracy in the coun-

try.

In his prcﬂidcnual speech
Khan Ataur Rahman said aflter
the fall of autocracy a scope lor
production of people-oriented
films was created for the Hrst
time.

Moinuddin Nazir, Hasi
Biswas, Iflat Ara Khan, Rokaiya
Hasina and Tapon Mahmud
rendered Rabindra sangect in
the evening.

Selina Hossain will preseni
key-note paper on "growth of
democratic values™ at 4.30 p.m.
on Sunday at Bangla Academy.
Mohammed Abu Zafar, Asad
Chowdhury and Rizia Rahman
will discuss while Professor
Anisuzzaman will preside.

Death condoled

The ex-students of Bera B.B.
High School. Pabna, residing
in Dhaka. condoled the death
of Azimuddin Ahmed, a senior
teacher and President of the
School Students Association,
on Saturday. says a Press re¢-
lcase.

regularly and often comes home late at night
There is not a minute's peace in that house,” her
mother says. The husband is a rickshawpuller,
but he brings home nothing

With the nagging problems of two discontented

to his wife.

daughters and an oft-ne-
glected grandchild
Ferozar Ma keeps hersell
occupied cooking the
daily ‘daal bhat’ and fish
curry for the family she
works for. She will tell
you with a proud smiic 1
can make a meal com-
prising roast chicken.

‘palau korma’, ‘kebab’,
pudding and ‘firni’ for
iwenty guests.”

Having done thresh-
ing of rice in the village
for three years 15 years
M g0, Ferozar Ma drifted Lo
the city, guided by her
more enterprising sister.
She tried to do her best
for her daughters. She
B spent Tk 4,000 for the
{ clder daughter's wedding
and Tk 3,000 more for
.| the younger oncs

8 nuptuals, butapparently
. both the marriages have
. | proved to have been total
i disasters. She constanuy
#1 saves her new clothes and
£ wasty morsels from the
“oey  kitchen for her daughters.
£° | .3atall her persistant ef-
forts are never enough.
Her latest concern is her
grandchild. "Because of
her Feroza can't get work
ina garment factory. We'll
have to put her in an or-

Ferozar Ma is not working for prestige, honour,
name, or any sense of glamour or excitement
which a career woman will go
struggle and work all her life? My head often spins,
and heart pounds unusually, but if | decide to quit
work who will feed”
‘kistmet’ of having had sons to support me, even if
there is no qhestion of an old age pension as my
mistress tells me exists abroad.”

in for. *"Who wants to

and clothe me? L wish | had the

Bijoy Mancha
at JU opens

SAVAR, Fecb 16 : The Vice-
Chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University Prol. Kaji Saleh
Ahmed. inaugurated the Bijoy
Mancha at the Mir Mosarral
Hossain Hall premises today,
reports BSS.

Feb 27 public
holiday

The government has de-
clared public holiday on
February 27 on the occasion of
the Jatiya Sangsad clections,
an official announcement said
Saturday, reports BSS.

It said: "This public holiday
will be observed in all govern-
ment olffices. courts, au-
ionomous and semi-autono-
mous organisations. bank.
insurance companies. mills.
factories and industrial estab-
lishments etc. throughout
Ba sh”.

The holiday will not be ap-
plicable to newspapers. |l
added.

DU registered
graduates’ poll
on March 12

The election of 25 repre-
scntatives from the registered
graduates of the Dhaka
University to the Senate will
be held on March 12, reports
UNB.

it will be for the first time
that direct election of the reg-
istered uates will be heid
for this .

Strike in BTV
withdrawn

By Staff Correspondent

The Non-gazetted Employ-
ecs Union of Bangladesh Tele-
vision on Saturday called ofl
their strike alter a tripartite
meeting between the autho:
ity. All-Party Students Unity
(APSU) and the union leaders.

"We postponed our strike to
respect the request of APSU."
President of the union Sheikh
Sohrab Hossain told The Daily
Star.

Some 1,200 non-gazetted
employees had started indefi-
nite strike from February 7 to
realise their one-point demand
of a complete job structure.

The union leader said that
230 promotionable posts were
approved by the Government
in August last year but the au-
thority did not yet implement
it.

Saturday’'s meeting was
presided over by Dr Saadat
Hussain, Director General of
Radio and TV, which was at-
tended by Joint Secrctary,
Ministry of Information. LI
Bhuiya, Dircctor (Admn). BTV,
Chowdhury Fakuruzzaman,
APSU leaders Khairul Kabir
Khokon., Ashim Kumar Ukil,
Shafi Ahmed and Nasirudozza.
Union Pres and General

 Secrethry Giasuddin Ahmed
were also present at the mcet-
ing

" Reinstatement of 21

newscasters demanded

The Bangladesh Sangbad
Pathak Samity, the association
of radio and television news-
casters, in a memorandum
sent to the Director of News,
Bangladesh Television Saturday
called upon the TV authoritics
to reinstate 21 English and
Bengali newscasters who have
been kept out of the monthly
schedules for the past few
months [or no apparent reason
or rhyme.

In the memorandum, the
Samity called upon the TV
News authoritics to ensure
that the said 21 newscaslers
are included in the monthly
roster not later than February
22 failing which its members
would have no option but to re-
frain reading the news bul-
letins.

ers in a spot over strictly polit-
jcal issues that have nothing to
do with newsreading. They
also complained of being sub-
jected to unnecessary harass-
ment and humiliation and
degradation in the eyes of the

general public. The Samily,

urged upon all concerned to
put a stop to such unwarranted
activities.

Following is the list of 21
newscasters who have nol
been seen on the TV screen
for sometime now: Rehana
Parveen, Saleh Akram,
Shamima Nasreen, Monwara
Begum. Abdul Hye, Rizia
Jobed, Aminul Huque, Nilufar
Banu, Leena Khandaker, Saqi
Rizwana, Imran Ahmed, Mun
Mun Ahmed, Khaleda Firdous,
Dilruba Alam, Ehsan Ahmed,
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Adviser for Food and Cultural Prof lajuddin Ahmed addressing a discussion meeting on

'‘Amar Ekushey organised by Bangla Academy on Friday.

A children's procession in city on Saturday
Hossain. Hossain, a pro-democracy activist,
dead when he, with slogan let democracy
mass agitation against autocratic rule of H. M. Ershad .

-

in commemoration of the death of Shaheed Nur
was Killed in police firing in 1987. He was shot
be free' embossed on his back, participated in a

—Star photo

Call to arrest musclemen

Tk 50cr spent on President's

Awami League leader Dr.
Kamal Hossain on Saturday
urged the caretaker govern-
ment to arrest musclemen and
recover illegal arms to ensure
free and fair elections on Feb
27, reports UNB.

"The mass upsurge of 1990
brought about fall of the auto-
crat. Now time has come fto
establish democracy .. We want
to see the country free from

‘mastans, illcgal arms and black

‘meney*, he told an election

meeting in Monipur here.

Dr. Kamal. whe is contest-
ing the ensuing election from
Dhaka-11 constituency, called
upon the people to vote for
“boat”, the election symbol of

Bankim's works

discussed

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Lekhok Shibir
Saturday discussed on
Bankimchandra in its opening
day of amar Ekushey . says a
press release.

Badruddin Umar discussed
on the contribution of Bankim
in Bengali literature,

Sattar denies
manhandling
NARAYANGANJ, Feb 16 :

Former Chief Whip of the
Jatiya Party M. A. Sattar today

contradicted a news item that |

he was ‘manhandled’ by stu-

-

Awami League, for what he
called installing a constitu
tional government accountable
to the people.

The struggle ahead will be
to restore democracy and build
the country as dreamt by

Bangabandhu, he said.

The AL presidium member
said Sheikh Mujib was killed at
a time when he had been suc-
cessfully, carrying forward, the
rehabilitation .and reconstruc-
lion works in a country rav-
aged by the bloody war of in-
dependence. His assassination
paved the way for autocracy, he
added.

Criticising the past regime,

Secretariat : Dr Kamal

he said Ershad had spent Tk.
50 crore in renovating the
President's secretariat, Tk 22
crore for beautification of
Bangabhaban and installed
sodium light in the city at a
huge cost. The money could be
used in amelorating the lot of
common man, he said.

He also criticised Ershad

for trying to cling to power by
using religion in politics.
"Ershad  is. intesned,  some
of his ministers detained while
other associates including
Leader of the Opposition in so-
called parliament are abscond-
ing. Their trial will be held on
the soil of Bangladesh”., he

RU Provost, 4 othersu

locked in hall office

RAJSHAHI. Feb 16 : Angry
students today held a Provost
and four house tutors of a
Rajshahi University hall for an
hour, charging them with
favouritism in seat distribution,
reports UNB.

Provost Dr. Faisul Islam
Faruqui and the four house tu-
tors of Suhrawardy Hall were
locked in the hall office in the
afternoon.

Later. they were rescued by
student leaders of the hall
union from the hour-long con-
[inement.

Witnesses said the enraged
students also disconnected the

nameplate ol the Provost and
smashed windowpanes of the
hall office where the teachers
were holding a meeting.

and ammunition during the
last one month.

A police press rclease said
the arms recovered were: one
rocket launcher, one SBBL
gun. one .303 rifle, seven pis-
tols and revolvers, 16

ipeguns, two bayonets, two
E-urgazinta and 151 rounds of
different types of bullets.

Rotary meeting
cancelled

The regular weekly meeting

Death anniversary
of Nurul Momen
observed

The First death
of Nurul Momen. satirist
former professor of the
Department of Law of the

Language

Movement

Adviser for Food and Cull-
ural, Prof lajuddin Ahmed
urged the artists the
spirits of Language
War of Liberation and recent
democratic movements thro-
ugh their works. These are the
sources of inspiration for our
existence, he added., reports
BSS

Prof lajuddin Ahmed was
m alL a F‘Il' m cer-
emony of ninth young artists
exhibition organised by Bang-
ladesh Shilpakala Aca-demy
in Dhaka on Sauurday.

116 selected pleces by 94
young artists were displayed in
Lthe exhibition. The theme was
* Bangladesh Language Move-
ment to Liberation War”.

The function was
over by Director-General of the
Academy. Kamal Lohani.

The Adviser stressed the
need for spreading the works
of art on national evenis to the
remote corners of the country.

Momtaz elected
Dhaka Bar

President

Mr. AK.M. Momtazuddin
was eclected President of the
Dhaka Bar Association in the
general clection held on Febr-
uary 13 and 14, a Press release
of the assoctation said. reports
BSss

Seven other office bearers
and 15 members of the Exec-
utive Committee were also
eclected for the 1991-82 term.
The office bearers are: A K.M.
Momtazuddin, President. Mun-
shi Fokrul Islam, Vice
President, Abdul Gaffur, Vice-
President. S.M. Altal Hossain,
General Secretary, ABM Waliur
Rahman Khan (Walf) Tre-surer,
Gazi Zillur Rahman, Assistant
General Secretary. Abdul Hye
Fakir, Library Secretary and
Md, Shamsul Haque , Cultural

bers of the Executive
Commitice are Abul Kalam Md

Akhtar Hossian, Roxana
Khandker. Md. Rezaul Karim
Nejam, HM Lutful Kabir

(Babul), Gazi Md. Shah Alam,
Md Emranul Hasan Majumder,
Md Nazrul Islam., Monzil
Morshed, Mahmmad Majei-
uddin, Md. Borhanduddin,
Mahbubur Rahman Khan Lodi,
Md Mahbubur Rahman, Md
Abdur Rahim. Md. Delwar
Hossain and Sarder Mustalizur
Rahman.
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Chhatra Sena
seminar

Seminar on ‘Amar Ekushey’
organised by Islami
Chhatra Sena will be held to-
morrow (Monday) at 4 p.m. al
TSC of Dhaka University.

Principal Dean Mohammad
Azraf will attend the seminar

General meeting
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Outlook for subsequent two days : Little change. Extended 2760
outlook for another five days : Tempo-thundery -activity WILLS KINGS
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Temperature and humidity recorded at important cities CAPSTAN FILTER 24.00
and towns are: STAR FILTER 18.00
: STAR FILTER 9.00
Citites and towns  Temperature Humidity (%) STAR SPECIAL HLTEH' 6.00
(in Celsius) :
Max Min 9 am. dpm:. @ - | Dy $ $ 0909090 - f e .
Dhaka 26.6 16.2 41 32
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Colombo 21% Delhi ¢ ‘memory of the Language Movement. —Star photo



