for three days between
30 and I The
decor at the Shilpakala

Academy was simple and
seoothing. Intermitiently

satting at mosquitoes, the
sizable audience sat patiently

w_pdnlulm
lightened

a number
laudable and I-v-u,‘l

truly pleasurable perfor-
mances. :
Though much of the coun-
try's Rabindrasangeet talent is
to be found in the capital. fa-
mitliarity sometimes breeds
beredom. Singers [rom eclse-
where bring fresh voices and
an unconscious style with
them. Among the many singers
present at the festival, those
young singers who travelled
from Barisal. or Jamalpur, or

several other towns, deserve a
special hand for their enthusi-
asm and effort. Their singing
may not have been ex-
crptlun-l or even worth the

trip, but a “national” festival
should be just that.

The high points of the

three-day programme were
provided by young and old
alike. In the recital portion,
Prajna Laboni gave a lively

ing of the poem "Monerey

kaho je.” Her diction is
clear, and if once or t-rln: :he

Third National Rabindra Music Festival

lapsed into affected tones, her
wit and verve make it a plea-

sure to listen to her. Veleran
Syed Hassan imam's “Balaka“
was strong and captivating. his
modulations sophisticated.

Among thg . Flora
Ahmed, lkhtiar Omar, and
Habibuddin Ahmed were
greatly appreciated for solid,
pleasing performances. Mita
Huq, as usual, charmed the
car with her sweet tones in
'A.I thuh-lr rangey rang

" Mita's voloe is
unununl and she sings with
understanding. the basis of any
n-tum‘!ﬁcstnuunn of Tagore

. other show-stopper
was Moinuddin Nazir's flelk-
style "Bashonte ki shudhu” in
his clear rich voice.

Salma Akbar sang a lively
duet with her husband Sajed
Akbar, and her solo "Dhoney
janey achhi bhuley” deserves
mention for a melodious volce
and genuine effort.

Kishwar Kamal proved that
hers is one ol the most indi-
vidual talents in the city. Her
"Tumi aeto aalo jaaliecho”

Fresh Voices, Unconscious Style -

\

seemed to fill the audftorfum
with a different. somehow
wistful, A young
British artiste, Glen Arm-
strong. displayed an tmpecca-
Ht sense of tune and rhythm
in his rendition of "Baahire

pathcy bibaagl hiyaa.

better talent could
be lound In provincial 1owns
the festival's effort 1o promotc
and bring together artisics of
Tagore music I8 commendable
The audience was composcd of
a large variety of people. not an
exclusive intellectual crowd
that kind of p:ruhr support is
the lifeblood any festival of
this nature. Mixing young and
romising talent with estab-
hed veterans makes for a
balanced and colourful pro
gramme. bul some of the
weaker performances should
have been leflt alone. The fests
val cannot afford to lose the
audience's support duc lo
these weak links in an other
wis¢ strong chain  Scveral
promincnt artistes on the Hst
fatled to show up at all

Dedicating the lnale to all
the martyrs of the country —
from the 1952 Language
Movement to the 1990 upris
ing — was a gesture the orga
nizers of the festival can be

proud of
— 8. Bari
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gourse, an ac Illh-ﬂ:l
writer. Far (rom b» a stay-
at-home the author, Mr.

pressible urge — an itch, as

they say. for going places. He
was abroad for nearly a couple
of months in 1982 which has
inevitably provoked this inter-
esting bool.

The book ts divided iInto
two parts — the first. appro-
priately titled Tomar Sokashe
Probhu'. deals with his pil-
grimage to Mecca in Septem-
ber 1982 and the second. The
World Has Become Small. ts an
account of his im ions of
the places he briefly visited in
October the same year

movement is growing
A among American scicn-

tists in favour of
unmanned spaceflights.
Unmanned probes, they argue,
provide a cheaper option, and
can go re no man will ever

e Probes ltke Ulysses can fly
over the Sun's in an or-
bit that will long remain too
expensive for manned space-
flight. The European probe
Giotto was sent through Hal-
ley's comet on a mission far
too dangerous to risk ‘human
lide.

A manned presence in
space is expensive because
crews need a life supports
system, food and unlike re-
mote sensors, cannot work 24
hours a day. Extra payload
mass is taken up by devices to
ensure crew

it ts claimed gmter scien-
tific return could be obtained
by launching a large number of
unmanned satellites instead of
one manned space shuttle.

The argument is helped by
the failure of the US Congress
to approve the national Aero-
nautics and Administra-
tions [NASA] budget. The
biggest cutbacks are in the
manned spaceflight pro-
gramme, with $125 million
chopped from the Space Shut-
tle and Operations programme
alone.

The manned Moon and
Mars landing missions have
been abandoned altogether and
further sa s come from
abandonment of unmanned
Mars probes that would have
pru::Ed a manned landing.

These missions may be re-
instated in later years. How-
ever, the space station budget
is slashed by $551 million,
bringing it down to $1.9 billion
and NASA to redesign.

Freedom Space/Station is
an international project involv-
ing Japan, and the Eu-

ropean Space Ageney so there

US scientists are divided over whether manned space flights should continue. Some
say unmanned probes are not only much cheaper. They can also go where man can
never go. The debate has hotted up with the decision by the US Congress to cut
heavily the budget of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).
The cuts, report Gemini News Service, have major implications for the future of the
Freedom Space Station and have led to the abandonment of plans to land a person
on Mars. — By Geoffrey Hugh Lindop.

will be limits on how drastic
the redesign will be. It may not
be [ully operational until the
tumn of the century — by which
time the design will be 10
years out of date.

Congress has not approved
the $16 million funding for
developing a space lifeboat for
Freedom. Known as the As-
sured Crew Return Vehicle, it
will be permanently docked to
the station and provide a
means of emergency evacua-
thon.

NASA has two options. It
could use some of its other
funds to develop the space
Hfeboat or it coukl ensure a
Union. Japan and Germany
plan their own versions.

Despite the massive cul-
backs. the manned space pro-
gramme will still spend around
$6 billion in the year, leaving
little cash unmanned missfons.

Highlights of TV's
Ekushey Programmes:

BTV authorities have
chalked out an elaborate
programme (0 commemorate

Ekushcy February, the great
language '

Highlights nlfh{he pro-
gramme include a week-long
session of discussion, to be
produced by Kazi Abu Zafer
Siddiqui.

Kazi and Shahida
Arabi will present ‘Aa-mori
Bangla Bhasha'-a children's
drama and 'Abar Shei Falgun’,

a special magazine programme
respectively.

‘Smarancy Baraney'—a sp-
ccial musical programme will
be produced by Fakhrul
Abedin.

‘Samikaran’ is the title of
the special drama written by
Abidur Rahman on the occ-
asion of the Ekushey. The
drama will be produced by
Alauddin Ahmed.

- Mehdi Mahbub

TV Friday

MORNING TRANSMISSION

. B-00
8-10
B-15
8-40
9-10
9-40
10-00
10-05
11-15
12-30

News in Bengali.
Notun Kunri.

News in Bengali

Closing.

Opening and Recitation from Al-Quran.
Cartoon Film : Adventures of the Galaxy Rangers.

Film : Mork and Mindy.
Probaha : Current Affairs.

Educational Film : The Ascent of Man.
Moner Mukurey : Retelecast of old drama.

EVENING TRANSMISSION

3-00
'3-15
children.
3-40
5-560
6-45
‘8-55
7-08
7-45
B-00
8-30
. 9-00
10-00 News in English.
10-30 Film: L. A Law.

News in Bengali

News in

Film : Just Our Luck.
Bahurupee : Variety programme.

Opening and recitation from Al-Quran.
Alor Dishari : Programme on Islamic teaching for

Movie of the Week : The Kid With the 200 1Q.

Sports programme.
Janamat : Population programme.

Modhu Chhanda : Modem songs.
Programme summary.

THE VIDEO SCENE

The news of the hour is def-
initely Gulf war and if you are
interested to watch the real
happenings. you better run to
your nearest video library and
ask for the video cassette: ti-
tled Gulf War (part 1 and 2).
It's a five-hour cassette shown
on the BBC TV . This docu-
mentary film shows the hap-
penings of the first seven days
of Gulf war, the power of Allied
Forces, Saddam's arsenal, the
planning of Desert Shield and
Desert Storm.

Well if you want to gel away
from the harsh realities of life
you better take a nose dive in
the world of Hindi movies be-
cause six new movies were re-

leased last week.

‘Top Ten (Hindi)

1. Hum—Stg. Amitabh
Bachhan, Govinda, Kimi Katka-
r. Danny, A. Kher.

2. Saugandh —Mukesh Kha-
nna, Pankaj Dheer, Raknee,
Rupa Ganguly.

3. Jeena Tere Galimain—
Kavita Kapoor,Suraj. Tinnu
Anand, Archana.

4. Patthar Ki Insaan [acti-
on}—Vinod Khanna, Jackie Sh-
roof, Sri Devi Poonam Dhilon,

5. Saaya (soctal drama) —
Satrughan Sinha, Poonam Dhil-
an, Danny.
end | have to mention sadly,
this is a topical commercial
Hindi movie. Saugundh,
Patthar Ki Insaan, Saaya
Deewane and Aag Laga Do
Sawan Ko are also new releases
and they have joined the hits
chart.

Two new Pakistani dramas
have arrtved lately — Hawa Ki
Betdi (Two parts) and Khwaish
(Three parts).

If you are interested to
watch movies with your
childern. you better borrow
the hilarious Blackbeard Ghost,
Walt Disney's Swiss Family

.S M. Mamoon —

Utpal Dutta, Hugh Grant.

Robinson. In Search of the
Castaways, Absent Minded
Professor. My Dog the Thief
and Home Alone.

The recently concluded
Pakistan and West Indies one-
day series is also available in
the market for sports lovers.

6. Star Buzz-8 {ﬂdc:ﬂ
magazine program)

7. Deewane(romantic ac-
tion)—Supriya Pathak, Anura-
dha Patel, Shekhar Sumon,
Anupam Kher.

8. Aag Laga Do Sawan Ko—
Kuldeep, Nandini,Sargam, Ajit.

9. Khilaaflromantic)—Chan-
key Pandey, Madhuri Dixit.

10. Atk Din Achan-
ak(Directed by Mrinal Sen) —
Shabana Azmi,Aparna Sen,
Rupa Ganguly, Arjun Chakrav-

arty . ;
Top Ten (English)

I. God Father (part-3)— Al
Pacino, Andy Garcia (the movie
is based on Mafia.

2. The Two Jakes(detectve
thriller)—Jack Nicholson (Sec-
ond part of China Town).

3. The Rutantga Tapes(-
action thriller)—David Dukes,
Susan Anspach.

4. B3- hours till Daw-
n{thriller)—Robert Urich, Pet-
er Straus.

5. Strong Medicine(part
one and two)—Ben Cross,
Patric Duffy (Arthur Halley's
thriller).

6. Crimes and Misdemean-
ors{drama)—Woody Allen, Mia
Farrow, Alan Alda.

7. Psycho IV({horror)—Anth-
ony Perkins.

8. Deaf Smith and Johnny
Ears(western)—Anthony Quinn,
Franco Nero.

" 9. State. of Grace(action)—
Sean Penn, Ed Harris.

10. The Bengali Night-
(drama based upon Calcutta life
during the British period) —
Shabana Azmi, Supriya Pathak .

Jewel Aich presenting a breathtakingly new magic
number at a fund-raising show in the city recently.

Cuts Put Manned Space Station Plans in Jeopardy

shuttle remains with
I"'I'H.'dnm while a crew is on
board. Shuttle missions are
designed to last only a week,
whereas Freedom should be
manned for three months.
Once the Space Station or-
bital base has been established
it will be possible to overhaul
satellites in low Earth orbit.
Communications satellites, the
mainstay of Western technol-
ogy. are in too high an orbit to
be reached from Freedom.
NASA had planned to over-
come Lhis problem with a
space (ug — an unmanned craft
to ferry communications satel-
lites to and from the station. In
1990, NASA drppped these
plans when it realised that the
$85 million needed, to de-
velop the vehicle would not be
approved by Congress.
~ The next generation of
space shuttle will be more ltke
an aircraft. [t will take off from
a runway, fly into space, then
make a runway landing. If the
US wants to stay at the fore-
front of space technology it

must develop such a craft,
Other countries are contem-
plating developing their own
version,

The most advanced form of
acrospace plane is now on the
drawing boards of British
Acrospace. Without funding al
home it Is destined for the
wastepaper bin unless backing
can be found from another
country, such as the Soviet
And a strong lobby is still back
ing manned spaceflight.

People are more versatile
than machines and can react
more quickly to unforeseen
circumstances. Repairs can be
performed in orbit with a
manned crew, often making
ingenious use of the limited
tools and equipment available.
Innumerous instances of direct
intervention of astronauts has
saved the scilentific value of a
mission.

A more compelling reason
for manned presence in space
is the exploitation of the min-
eral wealth of asteroids at a
time when the Earth's re-
sources will be harder to mine.
— Gemini News.

BOOKS

In the first part of this book
a devotee's mind singing Lhe

ory of God has found its

liest expression. In any belief
tolal and unconditional sur
render to the Creator is an
essential requirement leading
to a happy communion with
Him. While observing the rites
and rituals connected with pil
grimage such as performing
Tawal and Sace at Mecca, ston-
ing satan at Meena. open-air
congregation of the ptlgrims at
Arafat, wvisiting the raoza
mubarak of the Prophet at Me-
dina, the author felt a spiritual
uplift following an overwhelm-
ing sense of surrender of the
scll. He has given vent to his
great joy and ecstasies in a lu-
cid and fascinating style,
which shows that religious
sentiments can be a very fit
and absorbing subject of liter-
ary exercise, The rest ol the

b

Rome, Zurich and London
from October 5 to 31. These
storic cities are so famillar to
so many all over the world that

it 1s hardly sible for anyone
to 1ind anything new and un®

known to write about. But it is
not really a tale of the cities
visited or a traveller's guide
describing places ol tourist
interest. On the contrary, it is
an account written in chaste
Bengali of the author's per-
sonal glimpses of the days he
spent in those cities and recol-
lections of the strangers he
met there.

He recounts the memories
of his journey which anyone
coming across the book will, |
belteve, find quite interesting.
Evidently different from what
is usually called a travel story,
it is a highly readable literary
composition. - An Old Trav-
eller.

Dear Mita,
I am writing on behalf of a friend. She married the man of

her choice 10 years

ago and had a daughter in a year. | really
do not know what started it, but after two

years, their

Bgc started getting sour, [t started with the usual argu-
ts, verbal abuses and ultimately degenerated in the

husband ahuulng her p

ically. Since the last 7 years he has

husband ? [f he takes partial responsibility for the care of the
child then that is the best solution. Talk to him, maybe you
have never approached him in this way. Best of Luck

been committing acts of violence against her and yet she re-
fuses to Jeave him. Her excuses are, the child or that her hus-
band really does not know what he is doing, etc. The child,
on the other hand, is torn between the parents and shows
signs of suffering psychological trauma. [ would like to know
what makes her stay in a situation like this or why doesn't
she leave him ? What can we do to help, as she refuses to take
the advice of friends and relatives ? | know she needs profes-
sional help but none is available. Please print my letter so that
others like her will have the courage to write.

Samina (real name withheld)

Shegun Bagicha, Dhaka

Dear Samina,

Thank you for your letter. There are many incidents of wife
abuse even (n the upper class of our society but few people
mwﬂﬂngmta!k;ﬁmt!tas this challenges the popular no-
tion of our "stable marriages.” This {s a very complex problem
and difficult to answer in this column. One of the reasons why
abused women continue to stay with their husbands is
because over the years her self-esteem has been so eroded
that she has lost all the strength to protest. She has fallen
into what {s called the "dependency syndrome.” The reasons
she gives for staying are just excuses. She lives in a world of
tllusion that someday her husband will turn a new leaf and all
will be well. Another reason of course is financial. Few women
are economically self-sufficient enough to walk out on their
husbands and be on thefr own. They will ultimately have to
depend on someone. My only advice to your friend is to slowly
start looking at herself and increase her self-worth. To get
some kind of professional training and gradually start
thinking of a career. Also to look back and try to think what
went wrong in the marriage, why does her hitsband behave
the way he does. I am sorry the advice is inadequate but it
could be the beginning of something.

Dear Mita,

I am a working mother of a 2 year-old son. | am a banker
and therefore my work is very demanding. After my son was
born | took off work for a year which meant giving up a pro-
motion, yet [ do not regret my action. A year ago | rejoined
for various reasons, one being financial and also because 1 en-
joy working. Since then | have been finding it very difficult to
balance the demands of my and my profession. | feel
guilty about leaving the baby alone all day with the maid and
constantly worry about him. My husband is rather indifferent
and suggests that | stop working if coping with it becomes
too difficult. What should | do ? Do you think my child will
suffer psychological damage due to my absence from home ?
Do you think | am an unkind mother ? Please advise.

Sonia

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Dear Sonia,
Yauhummiudnnhmummnuﬂmm
. In our society, where women are still expected to play

mwmmgmgnwm & is hard to

ﬂ"ﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂwmm
humwlmhnmchldrmqfﬂumnp?[ﬂm

Dear Mita,

| am 22 years old and studying final year honours at D.U.
My problem is the same as some of my friends and therefore |
am writing for all of us. Our parents want us to get married
before the honours examination or will wait till just after. We
want to study further, complete M.A.. embark on a career,
then think of marriage. Some of their reasons are that this is
the best time to get married, since women, once cross
23 or 24 do not remain so eligible, or are considered over-

qualified by most males. We really do not see any logic behind
this and are resentful of their attitude. What should we do,

please advise. Are we burdens on our parents that they want
to get rid of us ? Why is it so important to get married?

Please help |
Najma and Friends
Dhaka University.

Dear Najma & Friends,

The answer to your question is no, you are not burdens on
your parents, who love you and want the best for youw And yes,
it is very nt to get married but the issue here is when
should you marry? | was delighted to read that young women
are thinking of careers before settling down, as this was not
so when | was your age. | would ltke you to look at this prob-
lem from your parents’ angle. They want their children to get
settled during their lifetime and (f they come across an eligt
ble suitor they are obviously tempted to get you married. Be-
ing resentful does not soluve the problem, rather communicate
your thoughts and feelings on this issue to them. Demonstrate
. your determination to pursue a career.

mnl}mrdaylmdtnhontingm::f "doctor brutality”
in this newspaper. The article was titled "Haunted Memo-
ries.” and was written by a victim whose family had suffered at
the hands of a gynaecologist. We have heard such stories many
times before but have never taken any action just because it
did not touch us personally. Why don't victims such as
| mentioned take these doctors to court and sue
malpractice? | am sure if more people did this, doctors
hesitate to commit such crimes.

aEE

iﬁ

Mo

Dear
Yes, | have read the article, which was sad and shock-

ing. Pegple do not take these doctors to court because pri-
mrlythrphnuemjnﬂhhaurj:ﬂi:ﬂ:phnﬂmﬂ'ﬂﬁ&
son they hesitate is because of the financial burden this might
create. There has to be a joint, wﬂmhm

these doctors. mmumfmm—mf a concept
very popular in the WestL People who through stmi-
Wﬂlpﬂr&rﬂimddﬂwﬂurﬂrﬂdm uplwltf

ac-
that uﬂmﬂ-mi‘f
as well

tion. | am sure
other concerned

Kun by a trained and experienced Family mq Marri-
age counsellor, assisted bfa team of
doctor, psychologist and this column will
answer questions IEIIUM to l’mlly marriage,

laws, and social and interpersonal re-
lationships

Please address letters to Mita, The Daily Star, GPO
Box 3257 or to 28/1, Toynbee Circular Road, Hnl.q
heel, Dhaka- 1 000.

health, family




