By DU Correspondent

Justice Abdur Rahman

Chowdhury called upon the:

Acting President to be more
vigilant and responsible in
order to ensure a free and fair

the Dhaka Untversity Central
Students Union (DUCSU) to
congratulate the personalities,
involved in the Language
Movement.

The meeting held at the
TSC auditorium was ad-
dressed. among others, by Dr
Nurul H Bhuiyan, Mahbub
Anam and Shamsul Alam with
Dr Wakil Ahmed in the chair.
Mobasher Hossain read out the
written speech of Principal
Abul Kasem. -

Justice Abdur Rahman
siressed the need for exercis-
ing democratic tolerance in
the personal life and said one

might not implement democ-
rtr.'y in' national I.ilv'c without

Revealing the history of
Language Movement Justice
Chowdhury said the movement
was not confined within the
language only. It was the
movement of l{lt aspiration of
our liberation.

Dr. Wakil Ahmad stressed
the need for concluding the
controversy over 'Bangladesht
and '‘Bangali’ nationality and
said we were Bangladeshi as a
citizen of Bangladesh and Ban-
gali as our language was Ben-
gall.

Dr. Nurul Haque Bhuiyan
said the total deprivation of
the people of this land insisted

- the Language Movement.

Shamsul Alam deplored that
the real history of the Lan-
guage Movement were not still

written. Immediate steps
should be taken in this regard,
he opined.

Principal Abul Kasem in his
written speech revealed the
incidents and tives
the Language Movement.

ufl

Arms Act
amended
again

The Acting President has

promulgaled ag Ordinance u-
tled “Arms (Amendment) Or-

dinance 1991° for further

amendi the Arms Act of
1878 a view to further
ensuring peace lnd discipline

mﬂlz the com Plrithn

Under I.I‘Ill Ordinance an
new section has been inserted
after Section 17 on the Arms
Act of 1878 empowering the
Government to impose re-
striction on the movement of
anyone with his licenced arms.
according to a Press Note is-
sued by the Home Ministry in

Dhaka Wednesday.

If any person moves alonfg
with arms violating Sub-Sec-

tion (1) of the Section "17 A"
then any Magistrate or police
officer or anybody empowered
by name or by office by the
government can disarm such
person and can cancel or sus-

pend his Heence under Sec-
tion 18,

-

JP second |
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and democracy would be insti-
tutionalised.

Mr. Chowdhury reiterated
that if a free and fair election
was held his party would se-
cure the second highest place.
He. however, did not mention
who would secure the top po-
siton.

- The JP acting chairman ex-
pressed his optimism that the
ousted president H.M. Ershad
would return from all the five
scats he was contesting.

Referring to the allegation
of transfer of huge amount of
moncy abroad by the former

Export
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tea 22.50 million Dollar. frozen’

foods 11.42 million Dollar and
Iiriculturl] products 7 million

Bcaidcu losing market in
Irag and Kuwait, demand con-
straints in the West and the
United States. higher [reight
and msurance ¢ s, lower
import of raw material and in-
ternal inflation have been
pointed out by officials as ma-
jor causes of the estimate
shortfall. -

Sinee the war began on
January 17, insurance charge
on each 20-cft container has
increased by about 300 US
Dellar, the officials said.
Demand in western markets is
also on the decline, they
added.

Also production cost of ex-
portable items has gone up
about 2 per centl owing to do-

mestic Iinflarion, cansing diffi
culty in maintaining the export

prices al competitive level,
trading circles said. :
Export earnings decreased
by about 29 million US Dollar
in the first half of the current
fiscal (July-December, 90).

president, Mr. Chowdhury said
‘send enquiry teams to those
countries and prove the allcga-
tions against him.’

Continuing, he said, ‘if he
was found guilty of the erime
he would loose his party
membership. We will take this
decision in our party meeting
to suspend him'. he added.

"If the former president is
so hated a man why he is not
allowed to face the people
freely and openly”, he asked.

Referring to the arms re-
covered from Ershad's resi-
dence, Mr. Chowdhury reiter-
ated that a president could
keep ecight arms without li-
cence but those were to be e-
galised within six months if he
quit the posL

Mr. Chowdhury alleged that
the present government was
harassing
Jatiya Partly including its
chatrman. "Our chairman is

being humiliated by the gov-
ernment as number of cascs
are being framed one after an-
other against him”, he added.
Referring to the on-going
campaign, the former prime
minister said it was highly re-
grettable that opposition par-

ties were engaged in
mudslingings. These are
against the norms of

democratic practice, he said
adding "all parties have their
failures and achievements
when they were in power, but
only the failures of the Jatiya
Party were being pointed out.”

He said if this kind ol activi-
ties continue then no political
leadership would grow in the
country. He urged all the polit-
ical parties to forge unity,
identify problems and (ry o
solve them in the greater na-
tional interest.

Foreign Office
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Ministry at the behest of the
highest authorities. The post
was a personal one and was not
created as per existing admin-
istrative setup of the ministry.
But no action has yet been
taken to abolish the post or
redressing the irregularity in
appointment.

After the changeover the
Foreign Ministry also issued
order to the Ambassador to
Poland to 'come back on charge
of irregularities in dealing with
the matters related to mutual
interests. But he did not re-
spond to it.

Foreign Ministry source al-
leged that in many cases the
Establishment Ministry was
_not forthcoming in implemen-
ting the decisions regarding
withdrawal of firregular ap-
pointees [rom different mis-
sions. : .
On the other hand. all ir-
regular appointments by
Education Ministry and Infor-
mation Ministry abroad have
been cancelled.

Recently the audit team has

reportedly unearthed a huge
bungling in the expenditure of
Moscow mission of Bangladesh
but no administrative action
has so far been taken.

When asked recently
whether any case has been in-
stituted against the former
regime about alleged misman-

nt and corruption in the
Foreign Office, Foreign Affairs
~ Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
told this correspondent that
the legal department of the

ministry was scrutinising the
allegations before lodging any
case.

At least over two dozens of
appointiments in the Foreign
Ministry are reported to have
been illegal and many were
drawn from a particular privi-
leged service. Sometimes
many appointments in the
Foreign Ministry had been
given without discussing the
matter even with the Foreign
Secretary. Most of the ap-
pointments were given as a
matter of personal benefit.

Jalaluddin Ahmed, a stu-
dent leader, was given a job of
second Secretary at Bangla-
desh mission in Sydney in
1987 without the consent of
the then Foreign Secretary.
The contract is to expire in a
month or two . Megnwhile, a
petition has been submitted to
rcnew the contract. But the
administrative branch of the
Foreign Ministry has nol yet
taken any decision in this re-

gard.

Indian held

with arms

SATKHIRA, Feb 13: Three
people including one Indian
were arrested along with arms
and ammunition from Tarali
village under Kaliganj upazila
here Tuesday night, reports
UNB.

According to police, in a bid
to commit dacoity they hurled
bombs on the police and were
ultimately arrested.
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Democracy

age | Col 7
party mﬂﬂt mlr snatched
away people's democratie
rights including
speech by introducing black
h-t “ IEIIHIM hl‘-" .“dt'
ence.

Comenting on the Ershad
regime. she said it pushed the
country on the brink of de-
struction by its lllegal rule. ‘It
is only BNP government which
cnsured of all basic

s. introduced the politics
development and started
hndl:tﬂu country towards
nce through its devel-
opmen! oriented pro-
grammes legom Zia claimed
and plcdged 10 resume all the
programmws il elected.

She refterated that the na-
tionalist forces have no alter-
native to protecting the coun-
try's sovereignty and restoring
democ .

Begum Zia termed the
February 27 clections as very
important because adding it
was time to evaluate all the
three post-liberation govern-
ments.

Two local BNP leaders Mo-

BNP chief Bagum Khaleda Zia spenkmg at a b]g puhhc ra]ly at Bamla High School ground

under Mnhﬂmmadpur thana yesterday.

freedom of

- Begum Zia

jammel Huq and Abu Md
Khan also

Earlier in the morning the
BNP chiel conducted a mass-
contact programme taking
rounds in Dhanmond{ and Mo-
hammadpur areas. She also
addressed a number of
gatherings in both the places

After the Bosila meeting
Begum Zia also addressed an-
other public meeting at Kam-
rangirchar.

When she arrived in Lalbag
on her way to Kamrangirchar,
got a rousing re-
ception from people including
housewives who gathered on
narrow roads dunl:lng slogans.

21 officials to
conduct poll in

enclaves
Authorities have

21 officials to conduct polling

in Dahagram and Angarpota
enclaves, in ndditinn to

necessary sccurity measures,
reports UNDB.

.

—Star phntu

Wednesday, She’ll-:h Ha&ina said
this was the time for restoring
democracy by voting in favour
of 'boat’' in the parliamentary
election,

At the village doctors con-
vention she said that post-'75
governments had grabbed
power through conspiracies
and the use of guns.

Sheikh Hasina said that the
two previous governments
plundered Tk. 50.000 crore
the country had received in
foreign aid.

She said late President Zia
made Ershad Chief of Army
Staff. But later Ershad killed
Zia due to a conflict arising out
of the sharing of hoarded
wealth.
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Sheikh Hasina said that
although there was an indica-
tion of parliamentary system in
the joint declaration of the
three alliances before the [all
of Ershad another woman
leader had forgotten her
commitment to the declara-
tion which amounted to a be-
trayal of the declaration,

Presided over by Dr. Abdus
Sattar, President of
Association, the rally was ad-
dress among others by special
guest Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin,
and lvy Rahaman,

She said that if voted to
power her party would meet
the demands of the village
doctors. One of their main

demands is registration.

the

| Arms case
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there was a heated discussion
but due to the timely interven-
tion by the Attorney Gencral
the sitnation was controlled.

The hearing in a packed
courtroom continued till 4.30
pm. A Division Bench compris-
ing Justice Abdul Bari Sarker
and Justice Habibur Rahman
Khan is hearing the Rule.

Kazi Shahadat Hossain as-
sisted by Sk Rezaul Karim ap-
pecared for the petitioner.
Aminul Haque, Attorney Gen-
cral, Mr Abdul Wadud Bhutyan,
Additional Attorney General AF
Hasan Arif, Deputy Attorney
General appeared [or the gov-
ernment. The hearing will
continue today (Thursday).

Awami League president Sheikh Hasina addressmg a ‘grand convention of village doctors
at Bangabandhu Avenue yesterday.

—Starphntn

Investment treaties
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countries excepl Bangladesh
and Nepal. The Japanese in-
veslors necd to pay double tax
on interest. dividend, remit-
tances and shipping in the ab-
sence of this treaty. The
Japanese investors, therefore,
ignored Bangladesh and moved
to comparatively profitable.
places in Singapore, Thailand,
the Philippines, Hong Kong
and Malaysia. Those countries
also offer investment protec-
tion through a treaty.

The signing of the tax treaty
will provide mutual exemption
of tax for shipping and airlines,
lower tax on interest dividend,
remittances and tax holidays to
foreign investment.

Bangladesh and Japan Busi-
ness Federation in a joint
communique a year before last
ca'led for signing the tax trealty
and the investment protection
treaty. The negotiations con-

clided in November last year
when it could not be signed

due 1o political upsurge.
The Japanese Ambassador

in Bangladcsh Tokeo Iguchi
who is going home on March 3
will sign the treaty before his
departure

Tokeo Iguchi told the Daily
Star that the Japanese in-
vestors were expected to take
growing interest to invest in

.Bangladesh after signing of the
treaty. He also saw the

possibility of bigger Japanese
investment here dfter the
political stability is restored

Five pipe guns

recovered In City

By Staff Correspondent

Muhammadpur police re-
covercd five pipe guns and
ammunition from an illegal
arms manufacturing factory
and arrested five persons

| APSU to observe

anti-Autocracy
day

The All-Party Students
Unity (APSU) will observe
“anli-Autocracy day” Thursday,
reports BSS.

A student and public rally
will be held at 3 p. m. at the
Baitul Mukarram Mosque
premises demanding immedi-
ate trial of former President H.
M. Ershad. his nhll’l‘.inf to
Central Jail and arrest ol his
cerrupt associates including
Mizan Chowdhury, Kazi Zafar,
Anwar Hessain, Naziur
Rahman, Col (Retd) Gaffar and
Major (Retd) Manzur Qader

call
off strike

The physicians of Shaheed

Suhrawardy Hospital resumed
their duties from Wednesday
by postponing their strike in
public interest, said a press
release, reports BSS.

-

Hasina calls
for announcing
Wage Board
award

Awami League chief Shetkh
Hasina Wednesday called upon
the Government to announce
the Wage Board award for the

In a press statement., she
said the latest amendment 1o
the Newspapers Employeces
({Condition of Services] Act,
1974, was undesirable and
| unacceptable to the journalists
| and others affected by it. She
called for announcing the

award immediately.

She also stressed the need
for increasing the public and
private advertisements for
helping the economy of news-
papers and news agencies.

Sheikh Hasina said the
Awam{ Government of
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman had passed the News-
papers Employees (Condition
of Services) Act in 1974 -
viding for the setting up nrt;;l:
Wage Board. Since then four
wage boards were formed and

three awards had been imple-

mitnted, she added.

Let BSP surrender
benefits given
by Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of journalists, press
workers and general emplo-
yees of newspapers in a
statement on Wednesday al-
leged that the Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSP) is
conspiring to undo the Wage
Board and create misgivings by
resorting to lies.

They said the Wage DBoard
was nobody's gift but formed
under the Newspaper Employ-
ees (Condition Services)
Act, 1974. After the formation
of the present Wage Board,
BSP had sent its representa-
tives and on the basis of a
unanimous decision 25 per
cent dearness allowance was
given.

Due to reasons unknown
BSP is now demanding dissolu-
tion of the Wage Board, the
newspaper industry leaders
said. They asked if the Wage
Board is to be rejected because
it was constituted by the auto-
cratic ruler, would the mem-
bers of BSP reject all facilities
extended to them by the gov-
emment of Ershad.

They called for immediate
announcement of the [inal
Wage Board Award, and with-
drawal of the recent amend-
ment ol the Newspaper Em-
ployees (Condition of Services)
Act, 1974, The present pro-
gramme of movement will con-
tinue till the realisation of the
demands. they said.

The newspaper industry
leaders said BSP leaders want
to deprive journalists. press
workers and general employ-
ees of their legitimate dues,
and spend income of the in-
dustry on luxuries and building
of their own fortunes. They are
owners and at the same time
editors of newspapers. By us-
ing these identities they ex-

tracted benefits from the gov-
crnmem of Ershad oun differ-
ent occasions,

They said it was due to
black laws, threats from the
government and unwanted in-
terference by owner-editors
that journalists could not dis-
seminate news with objectivity
and truthfulness for a long
time. BSP had even opposed
programmes taken up by jour-
nalists against closure of
newspapers. Even during the
mass upsurge of November
when journalists, press work-
ers and general employees
stopped work., some BSP
members tried to bring out
newspapers, they complained.

The newspaper industry
lcaders said on more than one
occasion in the past BSP
members increased prices of
newspaper, advertisement
rales and enjoyed benefits of
reduced prices of newsprints
in the name of implementation
of Wage Board Awards.

They said the president and
the general secretary of BSP
who are known as responsible
people in the society issued
false statement that they paid a
lowest minimum of Taka 500
as dearness allowance to jour-
nalists, press workers and
other employees, even though
the basic pay of many workers
and employees is less than
Taka 500 per month.

The signatories to the
stalement are: Reazuddin
Ahmed. President and Amanul-
lah Kabir, General Secretary of
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists, Zahirul Hugq.
President and Ruhul Amin
Gazi, General Secretary of
Dhaka Union eof Journalisis,
Mosharral Hossain. President
and Bazlur Rahman Milan,
General Secretary ol Newspa-
per Press Workers Federation.
Jahangir Kabir. President and
Mir Mosharral Hossain, Gen-
ecral Secretary of Newspaper

Employees Federation. -
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18 police injured in Punjab

CHANDIGARH, Feb 13 Sikh militants blew the mof off a
paramilitary police barracks near the Punjab state capital of
Chandigarh in a bomb attack which injured at least 18 po-
licemen, police said today, reports Reuter

Witnesses fear to give evidence

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 13: Two witnesses at the kidnap
and assault trial of Winnie Mandela refused 1o give evidence

today. saying they were [rightened. ;
21 “If | proceed o give evidence | don't know

Barend Mono,

I fear for my life.”

what will happen afterwards, reports Reuter.

Grenade blast in Peshawar

PESHAWAR, Feb 13: Unknown assailanis threw a grenade
at the compound of an international aid group helping Afghan
refugees on Tuesday night but it exploded harmlessly. The at-

tack on Afgha

n aid in the northern city of Peshawar was the

third against groups assisting Afghan refugees since the Gulf
war began last month. reports Reuter

Plane missing in Philippines

MANILA. Feb 13: A six-engine Cessna plane carrying five

people, including the

governor ol Aurora province., and an

army pay-roll is feared 1o have crashed into a mountain in the
northern Philippines. the military said today. The planc has
been missing since Tuesday after taking off from Nueva Ecija

province, reports Reuter.
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Allied movements is lo probe
on the ground. 1
Marines and | gunners
artillery fire across
the border between Saudi
Arabia and occupied Kuwait on
Tuesday.

Marine spokesman said the
Americans were aiming at an
Iraqi artillery site. two radar
installations, a mechanised
company position and a possi-
ble command unit.

Huge explosions rocked
lIranian border towns overnight
as Allied atrcraflt stepped up
their bombing of targets in
eastern Iraq., the national
Iranian news agency IRNA said
today.

It said planes were in action
against Iraqi border towns
throughout the night. drawing
anti-aircraft fire from ground
defences.

"The smoke of explosiens
which billowed into air at half
an hour intervals during the
night was visible in Irantan

GS of Zahurul

Huq Hall
relieved

The General Secretary of
Sgt. Zahurul Huq Hall Student
Union of Dhaka University was
relieved from his responsibili-
ties, says a press release
Wednesday, reports UNB.

Md. Masum Ahmed, GS of
the hall, applied to the Hall
Provost on November 22 last
year requesting relief from the
post.

Provost Prol. Monsur Musa,
who is also the President of
the hall student union. re-
lieved him with effect from
February 11.

DUJ election
today

The two-day 16th annual
ral conference of Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJ)
ended in Dhaka Wednesday
with a call 10 realise the just
demands of the journalist
community including the

announcement of the Wage
Board Award immediately. re-
ports BSS,

Presided over by Mr. Fazlul
Karim, a senior member of the
union, the concluding session
adopted the annual reports
placed by General Secretary
Ruhul Amin Gazi and Treasurer
Kalkobad Milan.

Earlier,
part in the discussion on the
reports.

Prominent union leaders
including BFUJ chiel Reazud -
din Ahmed, Secretary General
Amanullah Kabir, Habibur
Rahman Milan, Syed Zafar and
Sl‘-hjllhn Miah were present.

annual general election

of the IZH.U Hh:htkllnd-y
Thrpnl will take place be-
W) AM and 5§ PM with a

of one hour from | PM

2 PM.

IS5 members Look,

400 killed

border cities,” the agency said
in a report from the province
of llam bordering Iraq.

Iraq on Tuesday reiterated,
its threat to use non-convens
tional weapons in the fight
with the anti-lraq coalition.

"The Iraqis have deter-
mined to fight the gathering of
villains with faith, self-confi-
dence and bellefl in the justice
of their cause, not only with
familiar ' conventional wea-
," parllamentary speaker
Saadi Mahdi  Saleh sald
Monday in a radio address
monitored by the BBC.

He added that the Iragis
were standing behind thetr
President. Saddam Hussein,
and that the coalition feared
the lraqi forces, which had
long years ol combat experi-
ence and “lethal, developed
weapons.”

Poll duties
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concerned officials. e) kceping
an eye that electioneering are
held peacefully and handing
over trouble-makers to the law
cnforcing agencies. ) taking
effective steps 1o stop any
attempt to desiroy posters,
election symbols or banners. g
looking for manufacturers or
carrier of illegal flire arms or
explosives, and informing thx
concerned authorities in case
they fail to arrest them and h)
resisting attempts to violate
election rules and regulations,
and extending possible
assistance to concerned
officials in*the application of
rules and regulations.

The ordinance further says
if any union parishad or
pourasava does not try their
best in dischar the re-
sponsibilities or s laxity or
deliberately fails to perform
duties, the government
through gazette notification
may dissolve that particular

union parishad or pourasava.

Foreign trip

ommend any project for the
President's approval

The World Bank refused o
fund the project as it had no
approval of the ECNEC.

High offictals of the Tele-
phone and Telegraph Board
then approached a com-
mercial bank and arranged a
loan of Tk. 1.06 erore to pay
for the training trip which
took place in two phases. =

The bank loan. taken in an
irregular way. has accrued high
interests and althou the
World Bank has o re-
lease the loan of Tk 1.06 erore
after the project po» pproved
by the NEC 1+:00 iy, & M-
vised TAPP howl 10 M
before the Mlunning Commis-
ston for the addivional money
on inleresis.

Those who the
training included an-
;rn mmhu'n -nd directors
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