If you miss your copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Circulation Manager imme-

diately on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX),

863035, 863036.
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~in and day out.
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Inside today

International

A solution must

begin with pullout,
says US

Saddam has told a
Soviet envoy he is rea-
dy to seek a peaceful
solution but Allies
must stop bombing.

Sport

Four new national ath-
letics records set.
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Business

Government restric-
tions on car procure-
ment continue, leading
to near monopoly in
business.
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ﬁetmpolit-é?l

Exotic orchids from Th-
ailand, ferns from Ne-
Sri Lanka adorn Lily
Rahman's garden. But .

she is trying to grow
a blood-red tulip.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Tarek Aziz to
meet Gorbachev

MOSCOW, Feb 13 : lraqi
Foreign Minister Tarek Aziz is
to meet President Mikhail
Gorbachev in Moscow next
Monday, presidential spokes-
man Vitaly Ignatenko announ-
eced today. reports AFP.

Candidate held
for dacoity

BARISAL, Feb 13: A candi-
date for the parliamentary
polls from Mehendiganj
(Bakerganj-4) constituency
Abdur Rahman Khan and an-
othér person have been ar-
rested last night for their al-
leged involvement in a dacoity

recently, police sources said
Wednesday, reports BSS.

Bihar Governor
dismissed

NEW DELHI, Feb 13: The
President, Mr R Venkatara-
man, tonight dismissed the
Bihar Governor, Mohammad
Yunus Saleem, and accepted
the resignation of Mr Surjeet

Singh Barnala as Tamil Nadu
Governor, reports PTI..

Chinese envoy

DAMASCUS, Feb 13 : A
Chinese envoy arrived in

Damascus today on the first leg
of a four-nation tour to find a
peaceful solution to the Gulf
war, officials said, reports

Allied bombers
hit busés
ROWEISIIED (Jordan), Feb
13 1" Allied bembers: hil two

buses full of civilians fecing
the Gull war in Kuwait and

iraq, killing about 60 pcople,

refligees reaching Jordan today
said, reports Reuter.

Primakov in Iran
NICOSIA, Feb 13 : Soviet

Yevgeny Primakov ar-
in lran today to briel

cn
riv

Iranian leaders om his Gulf |
E:a: mpission to Irag, reports i
ter

It was a well-known milita
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Let us devote our efforts to
ensure free and fair polls on
February 27. Cast your vote
judiciously and allow others
to exercise their rights. |
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ry target, says US

Baghdad bunker hit: 400 killed

shelter, :
usually occupied by women and
children in the night while the
at home, received
tremendous amount of bomb-

fsgd. the report said.

Arnett said Iragi officials
took reporters to the scene.
ﬂﬂm were still trying to

in a serics
nfdm‘lmdﬂtlwr.

“We were shown the bodie:
of 30 women and children.
charred beyond recognition.®
Arnett said. Ten more bodies
were seen on a truck.

Twe bombs punched
through the reinforced roof of
:he shelter in a complex con-
taining a supermarket and a
mosque In a western district of
. he said.

Iraqis regard thi
Mtrnﬂdy.'l:r:n;

raq has repeated
“e United States of bombing
civilian targets and says thou-
sands have been killed.

Arnett said air raids carried
out for most of the night
caused tremendous damage.

British Broadcasting Cor-
poration correspondent Alan
L: *le reported from Baghdad :
*Attacks continued for most of

it

RT

accused

the night. Targets around the ;

city were picked off one by
one”.

In Washington the White
House said today a Baghdad
bunkers destroyed by an Allied
air raid was a well-known mili-
tary target and implied that

spokesman Marlin Fitzwater
wld reporters.

Mecanwhile Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein assured the
Soviet Unton that he would co-
operate to find a peaceful solu-

tion to reglonal problems in-

Security Council meet on Gulf war
Saddam to cooperate with USSR for peace
50 oilfields ablaze in Kuwait

il
é
a-

Iraq reiterates threat to use non-conventional

weapons.

Iraq placed civilans therc on
purpose

*We don't know civil-
fans were at this location. But
we do know that Saddam
Hussein does not share our
sanctity for human life.”

cluding the Gulf War while at
the United Nations the
Security Council was sched-
uled to meet on Wednesday for
the first time sinee the war

began.
Meanwhile more than 50 oil

Rokeya Bng‘um of Bangladaah Customs shattered the 100m hurdles record with a time of 15.3 seconds on the third day of

the 19th national athletics.championships at the Army Stadium, Banani yesterday. —Photo Mohsin
UPs, Pourasavas entrusted | Imegular bank

The Acting President has
promulgated a new ordinance

entrusting I-u:f:n::m the union
parishads and the pourasavas
with some specific

responsibilities for the main-
tenance of law and order in
the interest of holding [ree
and fair parliamentary polls,
reports BSS.

Under the ordinance titled
Union Parishads and Pouras-
avas (Special Responsibility)
Ordinance 1991, the union
parishads and pourasavas will
perform the specific task of
mulnl;aln{ng law and order in

with JS poll duties

their respective areas during
parliament election. In the
event of any failure to
discharge duties, the
government, according to the
new ordinance, would dissolve
the particular union parishad
or pourashava, a PID handout
said Wednesday

The ordinance entrusted
upon the union parishads and
pourasavas the following re-
sponsibilities for the mainte-
nance of law and order in their
respective areas during the
parliament elections period
beginning from the last date of

. free and

withdrawal of candidature until
seven days following the
polling :

a) maintenance of law and
order, b) keeping constant
contact with members of law
enforcing agencies and
extending wall necessary
assistance, c¢) resisting all
attempts to break law and
attempt to disrupt peace and
informing the concerned
officials about these attempts,
d) stopping all attempts to foil
fair elections and
informing such attempts to
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foreign trip
By Shahiduzzaman Khan
Twenty high officials of the

| Telephone and Telegraph

Board went on a three-month
training programme to Ireland
recently without the approval
of the Executive Committee ol
the National Economic Counci
(ECNEC).

The training programme
was scheduled to be funded by
the World Bank. As a rule
Technical Assistance Project
Proforma (TAPP) should be

~placed before the Planning

Commission and after ils ap-
proval thé ECNEC should rec-
Sce Page 10 Col 8

School

| ing nine

fields in Kuwait, are now on
fire, BBC quoted an American
official as saying
A Pentagon spokesman said.
the Iraqis had deliberately
started the fires to create
smoke to conceal their posi-
tons. But he said, they hadn't
had any significant impact on
Allted tions.
Meanwhile Allied
bombed Iraq's Republican
Guard and frontline troops in
Kuwait during the night. US
military sources said today.
But there were no ex-
changes of ground fire be-
tween troops dug in on both
sides of Saudi Arabtan border.
US and Allied planes are fly-
ing more than 2,500 sorties

every 24 hours in the cam-

paign to weaken Iraqgi t

and pave the way for a land of-
fensive to drive them out of
Kuwait.

Four battalions of Saudi and
US artillery, US Marine Corps
aircraft and the battleship
Missouri pounded the Iraqis
for three hours.

lanes

US pilots said they did not
find any missile launchers used
by lraq to fire Scuds at Isracl
and Saudi Arabia. There was no
sign of any missiles being fired
during the night.

French Jaguar Aght-bom-
bers destruyed atreraft shel
ters in south eastern lraq with
laser-guided misstles today.
spokesman Colonel Francots

said.
tions in southern Kuwait. and
retumed safely o base.

in aneother development,
American forces beat back an
iragi reconnaissance patrol
and exchanged artillery fire
with Iraqi gunners on the
northern Saudi border with
occuplied Kuwatt, the US mili-
tlry said on Tuesday.

ols are constantly
tuung the border to discover
Allled strengths and weak-
nesses.

With its air force grounded,
and lacking satellite observa-
tion. Iraq's only way to plot
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Foreign Office yet
to mend its ways

By Staff Correspondent

No action has been taken to
remedy the irregular appoint-
ments in foreign service given
by the past regime.

Meanwhile, the Foreign
Office officers and employees
seem to be restive over delay
in removing the appointment
anomalies.

The officers who have long
been trying to get these ap-
pointees removed say they
were taken in and posted, both
inside and outside the country,
viclating thé extsting reerutt-
ment rule of the ministry.

They also alleged that the
administration was mum over
the allegation of corruption

against the men appointed by
the previous government. The
cadre service officers, in this
context, cited the case of MHG
Mohtiuddin, the brother-in-law
of former president Ershad,
who has a government
order to come back and is re-
siding in official residence in
New York at the cost of gav-
ernment funds though he has.
been suspended from his rep-
resentative to UN job of per-
manent.

Another  case ‘was -that-of |-

Major (Retd) Mostala Kamal

who was appointed Deputy

Chief of Protocol of Foreign
See Page 10 Col 1

Zia, Ershad must be

tried, says Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina has said that democracy
in the country has been under
the boot for the last 15 years
and the rule of juntas began
after August 15, 1975.

UNB adds: Addressing
another huge election rally at
Dhanmondi Maidan last night,
she asked the people to resist
any heinous design against
transition to democracy
through Feb 27 elections.

Hasina said, "My politics is
not aimed at capturing power
but saleguarding democratic
rights of the deprived multi-
tude and ensuring their eco-
nomic emancipation.”

"Ershad and late Zia must
be put on public trial on
charges of violating the coun-
try’'s constitution”, she said
amidst cheers from her en-
thusiastic supporters.

Hasina also said those in the
autocratic regimes who em-
bezzled public fund and smug-
gled a major portion of their
ill-gotten fortune out of the
country for last 15 years would
have to give account to the
people.

Addressing the grand con-
vention eof village Doclors
Association as chiel guest at
Bangabandhu Avenue on

Sce Page 10 Col 3

Reject those who killed
democracy : Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia on Wednesday
called upon people to reject
those elements who did not
redeem their pledges.

She was ad;lrcnlnﬂaa I:ﬂ
campaign rally in Bosila H
round under
Mohammadpur thana from
where she is contesting the
polls.

“We promised not to partic-
ipate in any elections under
the autocratic regime of Er-
shad. We kept word by boy-
cotting all the polls held dur-
years of autocratic

BERLIN, Feb 13: Former
Soviet Foreign Minister Ed-
uvard Shevardnadze said on
Tuesday his troubled country's
reform process appeared
doomed but could still be res-
cued if democracy-minded cit-
izens joined forces, reports
Reuter.

Asked in a German televi-
sfon interview il perestroika
was finished because of eco-
nomic collapse and ethnic un-
rest, Shevardnadze replied : "If
I'm to be really open and
honest, this kind of change

to be looming.”

"But | think perestroika and _

new political ideas can be

saved if our society really
wants it, if democratically- tn-
clined people join forces," he
added

The ZDF Television net-
work said it was Shevard-
nadze's first foreign media in-
terview since he abruptly re-
signed in December in protest
against what he called creep-

ing dictatorship.
Bhwnrdnad:c said there
were still * in our coun-

try who could hold up the dan-
gerous process” of relapse to
Stalinist authoritarianism.

He was interviewed at his
modest Moscow office where

he is setting up a foreign pol-

Perestroika doomed

icy think tank with nthr:r
furmer diplomats te focus on
nﬂ:ﬁnﬂl conflict and disarma-
t.
Shevardnadze said his res-
ignation was intended as.a sig-
nal that Perestroika was in

grave danger.

"My resignation was the cry
from the soul of a person who

saw a danger growing, saw how
the reaction of backward fae-
ing people became ever more
audacious.” he said.

"It was the response of a
man who grasped that he
could only turn to- the whole
people. This s historic strug-

gle for democracy.”

Country's export shortfall is
likely to go up to 392 million
llar or 1410 crore in
the current fiscal year due to
lingering crisis in the Gull, ac-
cording to a latest official es-
timate available on Wednesday
r:pnmlm
' Offictals appeared con-
cerned about the latest esti-
mate of loss, about double the
earlier at 100-200
million Dellar in the worst
possible turn of the Middile

| East situation.

The interim government,
however, has initiated moves
to look for alternative mar-
kets. Several trade delegations,
officials said. are ltkely to un-
dertake exploration tour of the
countries of Asia-Pacific region

and Europe shortly.

They said the Commerce
Ministry, in view of sagging
exporis, was now work i'nr
downward ltuhuluim‘

s

Export shortfall may rise
to Taka 1410 crore

Bon US Dollar or Tk, 6067
crore.

According to governmenl
projection., all the major ex-
portables-jute, jute goods,

menits, leather, lea and
n foods-will [all far short
of targets.

Item-wise latest assessment
of losses are as lollows: H‘-ﬂr

jute 31.11 US Dollar,

99.50 million
ther 67.45 million Dnlll!'
1562.92 million Dollar,
See Page 10 Col |

The Ordinance
amending the Newspaper
Employees (Condition of
Services) Act-'74 must be
withdrawn immediately.

And the

final Wage
Board award must be an-
nounced without further
delay.

Repeal all black laws
including Specinl Powers
Act '74.

Twentyfour-hour to-
ken strike will be ob-
served in all newspapers '
and news agencies of the
country on Febru-ary 17.
No newspapers will come
out the next day.

Hearing in
Ershad's Arms
case quashing

continues

Supreme Court
Correspondent

Former President Ershad in

a petition for quashing of the
arms case against him heard

before a Division Bench of the
High Court Division on
Wednesday challenged the le-
gality of his trial.

Kaz{ Shahadat Hossain
placed the petition and afi-
davit-in-opposition filed by the
government. He submitted that
since there is a clear protec-
tion under the law the trial is
liable to be quashed. Whilé he
was on his leg the courl rose
for the day.

rmment is contest-
ing the Rule. Attorney General
and others were eager to see
that Ershad f{aces the trial.

Al one stage in the hearing

Sec Page 10 Col §

JP hopes to get
second place

Acting chairman of the

Jatiya Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury said  here

Wednesday that the coming
parliamentary elections would
provide ‘a fair trial for democ-

" in Bangladesh, reports
BSS.

Talking to the members of
the Overseas Co nts
Association Bangladesh
HJCABI. Mr. Chowdhury how-

., sald "We also eould not
ﬁir trial for d:muj
ring our lenure”,

He said expeciled
that a free, fair and neutral |
clection would take place un-
der the present government
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Dhaka, Tokyo
sign lax,
investment

treaties soon
Star Report

Dhaka and Tokyo will sign a
lax Ureaty and an investment
protection lreaty soon 0 en-
cmlrlﬂ-.hm investment

The tax treaty
be ned within this



