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Dhaka Day by Day

No Time for Ennui

by Fayza Haq

Do foreign wives, accustomed (o the life of
tan cities of the world, find it
irksome and claustro bic in Dhaka? Cer-

tainly not, judging by remarks at a tete-a-
tete.

Busha (Sandra) Chindawongse. the wile of
the Ambassador of Thatland, due to leave
sh next month, says she will have

three times because of her association

¥

here with
I truly regret leaving them. They have given
:: so much of friendship and understanding.”
Sandra. as she is known to her friends.

for the women in Bangladesh.”

Hestia is another person wrapped up in so
cial work. Back home she is involved in
"Dharma Wanita” which forms an integral duty
for the wives of civil servants in Indonesia.
Here too she works for charitable causes.

There is a lot of similarity between the lives
of the Indonesians and his, Hestia be-
lieves. “The religion is the same. We too are
rice and fish eaters. We have a Sanskrit back-

yund as well and use words in our vocabulary
tke ‘prodhan’, ‘uttara’ and ‘stri’. In certain

parts of indonesia it rains in the same way as it
does in sh.” she says.

She is a proud grandmother of two children
and a mother ol three.

Sandra Chindlwnng;ﬂi Hm_tia Soemakna

“When I'll be -at the new post in Sweden I'll
surely miss my old Bangladeshi circle and
weep yel again. Swedish people are very pro-
gressive but they have not the time for you as
do people in the EasL™ :

Sandra has never been bored or listless for a
minute while in Dhaka. She filled her days with
acrobics, painting classes, German lessons,
bridge. tennis and for a while »goll. She did a
fair amount of charity work for handicapped
children. She helped the Zonta Club and the
WVA. She was very excited aboul the prospects
of a Thai- eshi Friendship Association
that will commence soon.

Sandra was fascinated with the "Jamdan{”
but would have found it difficult to look after it
abroad. However, she made numerous
"shalwar kameez” sets with Rajshahi silk. Her
only complaint was the dust that gave her a
cold in winter. Sandra is the mother of two
grown up children. ‘

Mrs. Hestia Soemakna, the wife of the In-
donesian Ambassador, speaking to "The Datly
Star” over lunch commented.”I'm interested in
all women from various strata of life and not
simply the wives of the affluent Bangladeshis, |
find it fascinating that two women, Sheikh
Hasina and Begum Zia are being nominated as

president.” .
4 is an author of two books in Indone-
sian — first. a book on human attitude and

behaviour, and the second an anthology of
short stories. She is at present working on a
manuseript on Bangladeshi women and their
involvement in politics. "l have great empathy

1S1tOrs Crow

Ekushey Mela

Buvers reluctant to pay full

Zaimi Khadija

1 was a ﬁchcr before she
diplomat husband, now an ambas-
adesh. She comes from Istanbul
and feels there 1s much more to Dhaka than

Beyhan Frnisoghu

Beyhan Frnisogn
married her
sador to Bangl

sweal, grime, stru and poverty. "Dhaka is
not just a city of rickshaws. Rickshaws are
there in Hongkong and Thailand. It is a place
of rich 'parathas’, ‘bakarkhanis’ and savoury
meat dishes”. Beyhan insists. "It is like mosi
other cities. The only difference is that there
are many more people in this city than you find
in most other places,” she adds. Easygoing.
good-natured and optimistic she to enjoy
every moment of her stay in Bangladesh.

An ardent enthusiast of Dhaka "nakshi
kathas” and brass items is Zaimi Khadija, the
wife of the Moroccan Ambassador, who has
decorated her home with Bangladeshi objects
d art. She has blended them well with her
fumishing obtained from [taly.

"I have spent a lot of time in collecting silk
saris from Dhaka that | have converted into
Moroccan kaftans to be embroidcred with gold
threads,” Zaimi says. She is also delighted with
the Bangladeshi pink pearl and has quite a col-
lection of her own.

Although Zaimi has access to the usual reci-
inue of servants she hersell makes the trudi

tional Moroccan sweetmeats for her gucsts
from honey arid almonds.

She naturally treasures her visits home dur-
ing vacation but is perfectly contented to
spend her time in Dhaka. She has a grown- up
daughter completing her education in France.

Of the total 199 stalls in
the fair, 178 are of books. the
rest being of different kinds of
tea and snacks, free health
services conducted by Shand-

rice

isations.
Bangla Academy has oflered

hani and some voluntary organ- -

The amor Ekushey Grantha
Mcla [Book Fair) has been
drawing a large number of visi-
tors since it was opened on
February 5 at Bangla Academy.

_The visitors. mainly stu-
dents, children, teachers, lit-

told a BSS Correspondent that
the sale condition is better
this time than the last two
ycars, but still the buyers are

‘reluctant to pay the full cost of

the books on account of price
hike.

74 books published since last
March in the Ekushey Book
Fair.

The number is half com-
pared to the last two years of
publications.

Bangla Academy has failed
to fulfil its goal not only in

e UE—

beath anniversary
of Salam today

The 14th death anniversary.

of Abdus Salam. former Edetor |

ol Bangladesh Observer and
first Director General of the
Press Institute of Bangladesh
(PIB), will be observed today
(Wednesday), reports BSS.
A Milad Mahfil will be held

this occaston alter Asr
prayer at his residence 671/A
Dhanmondi Restdential Area,
Road No. 32.

Friends, relatives and ad-

mirers have been requested o
attend.

45 Bangladeshis
return home

A batch of 45 Bangladeshis
returned home on Tuesday

from Tehran by a Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)
flight, foreign office sources
said. reports UNB.

They were among 115
Ba esh nationals
u:;ﬁ:d crossed the nm-hm
border into Iran from the war-
ridden Iraq.

Of them, 24 were flown
back home from the Iranian
capital a week ago.

About 78,000 Bangladesh
nationals, employed in Iraq
and Kuwait, have been evacu-
ated since the occupation ol
the tiny Sheikhdom by

Baghdad on August 2.

on

Release of Kabir

demanded
By DU Correspondent

Vice Presidents
General Secretaries of the hall
students unions of Dhaka
University in a statement on
Monday condemned the arrest
of Shafiqul Kabir, Vice
President of Salam-Barkat Hall
of Jahangirnagar University.
They also demanded to release
Kabir immediately.

The students untons are of;
Muhasin Hall. Surjasen Hall,
Rokeya Hall, Ziaur Rahman
Hall, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Hall, Salimullah Hall, Fazlul
Haque Hall, Shamsunnahar
llall. A. F. Rahman Hall and

Kuwait-Bangladesh Moitree
Hall

Shafique was arrested on
February from Barhatta upazila
of Netrakona district.

An internationally super-

vised National Coverage
found that Universal Chi
Immunization (UCI) was

achieved for all six antigens in

| Rajshahi division and for BCG

and |

in Bangladesh, reports UNB.
The UCT's target was to ful
fil 80 per cent children of 12
to 17 months age under the
Expanded Programme on
Immunization (EPI) by 1990
but it could not be achieved.

The survey was released on

at a seminar on "Child

rights and Role of Mass
Media", jointly arranged by
Centre for Sustainable Deve-
lopment and Visiens iIn
cooperation with Radda
Barmen at the Jatiya Press Club.

The survey said that UCI
rogramme only exceeded

achicving 86 per cent but
immunization for DPT-3 and

Measles could not atiain 60
and 685 per cent of the target
respectively.

‘Giving a breakdown of the
success in immunization the
evaluation su sald : In
Rajshahi BCG, DPT-3 and
Measles attained 97, 85 and
82 per cent of the targets re-
spectively.

in Khuina diviston BCG,
DGCT-3 and Measles achteved
B8, 68 and 70 per cent re
spectively.

in Dhaka divisien BCG,
DPT-3 and Measles achieved
84. 66 and 57 per cent of the
targets respectively.

In Chit division BCG.
DPT-3 and Measles achieved
75. 57 and 55 per cent of the
targets respectively.

The UNICEF, SIDA and
WHO iIndependently super-
vised the survey from January
26 & February 5 this year,

Immunization target
yet to be achieved

The EP1 goals for the 1990s
are . Eradication of Polio by the
ycar 2000 . virtual eradicaiwn
of Measles and neo-natal e
tanus and reduction by one

third of young child mortality.

The seminar was addressed
by UNICEF Representative in
Cole P Dodge. New
Delhi Representative of
UNICEF John Rudy. Dr Lutfer
Rahman Talukder Roknuz-
zaman Khan Dada Bhai. Clas
Kamal Chowdhury., Rozalin
Kosta. Saleem Samad and
Mahh ezullah.

Speakers said that immu-
nization results have been
more impressive with coverage
jumping from 18 per cemt in
1988 w0 50 per cent at the
end of 1989 and June 1990
returns indicate 70 per eenl
coverage for Measles and DFPT-

R
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22 DU teachers'
call to change
Gulf policy
By DU Corvespondent

Twenty -two teachers of [h-
aka Untversity in a statement
on Monday called upon the
fpnecrnment o ¢ the

‘wrong forcign policy regurd
ing Gull war

and scidiers were con

to cooperate with the Al

forces in the Gull as legney of

the deposed Ershad govern
AR et foreign poi-

. .

They termed the deciston
of sending Bangladeshi sol
diers o Saudi Arabia as vioks-
tion of our non-aligned foreign
policy and decided 0 hold a
meeting of the representatives
of different organisations today

The stalement was signed
by Prof Syed Maksud Al KM
Saduddin. Rangalal Sen. Sardar
Fazlul Kartm. Sirajul Islam
Chowdhury. Borhanuddin Khan
Jahangir. Meghna Guha Thak-
urata and others

o

The 21st batch of Rajshahi Cadet Collcge with (from left) Ehsanul Kabir, General Scerctary of the Old loys Association. Prof

Shamsul Haque

Shamsul Kabir, Vice-President of the Association at a function at National Press Club on Tuesday.

Anti-warrally | Bdycation being affected
by terrorism : Prof Huq

By Staff Correspondent

Friday

esh Muslim Leaghne
will hold a rally after Juma
prayer on Friday demanding
immediate stoppage of Gulf
war, reports UNB.

The rally will be held at the
southern gate of Baitul Mukar-
ram National mosque, says a
press release.

It will be followed by a pro-
cession to be led by party Sec-
retary General Muhammad
Foyez Bux Kaderi and other
leaders of the party.

133 smuggling cases
filed in 15 days

The Inspector General of
Police A. M. Chowdhury Mon-
d;{'cdircctcd the district police
0

Police also filed 133 smug-
gling cases and arrested 201
persons and Tecovered smug-
worth Taka

National Professor Muham-
mad Shamsul Huq on Monday
urged all to help create an at
mosphere conducive to overall
development of education.

Addressing the founding
anniversary of the Old Rajshahi
Cadet Assoclation he said free
atmosphere which is needed
for culture of knowledge was
being affected by terrorism on
the campus for some time,

He hoped that education
woulld get the highest priority
after the election when the
deéemocratic process would be-
come stronger and the educa-
tional arena be free from ter-
rorism.

He satd economic develop-

ment in the advanced coun-
tries is the oulcome of
progress in education. The

Asian countries, which are now
developing fast are reaping the
benefits of culture of knowl-
cdge. science and technology.
There is no alternative to
speedy expansion and im-
provement of the standard of
cducation if Bangladesh is to
develop keeping pace with
these countries, he said.

A former Foreign Minister
and Vice-Chancellor. Prol. Huq
called for universalisation of
primary education and restruc-
turing ol edueation at sec-
ondary and higher levels to
improve standard. Post-gradu-

. former Foreign Minister, Muhit, President of the Association. Amanullah Kabir, Seeretary General of BFUJ and

— Star photo

Urs mubarak

A four-day Urs Mubarak of
Madhushah will begin on
February 14 at the Viti Bishara
Bhr.,hn Sharil In Nabinagar
Upazila under Brahmanbaria
district. reports BSS.

The programmes of the Urs
Mubarak include waz and mi-
lad mahfil. khatme Quran, zikir
ajkar and distribution of tubar-
rak.

Lohani accorded
farewell

Bangladesh Press Institute
Officers Association and PIB

- Employees and Press worker

unions accorded a farewell
reception to Kamal Lohani.
former Director of the Insti-
tute. Kamal Lohani has been
appointed the Director Gen-
eral of Shilpakala Academy.
says a press release.

Presided over by PIB Offi-

erary and cultural activists, The books on contemporary  publication but also its all de- ials to take every possible gled goods ate education should be | cers - Association President
have been crowding the stalls  politics, language movement, velopment works including re- measure to recover illegal 17.21.733 during 15 days, he Jaker Pﬂﬂy to strengthened further to create | Rafiqul Islam Nasim the fune-
in the book fair, a major fea- poetry and juvenile literature search for the session 1990- ‘arms and check dacoity, re- added. i Sk congenial atmosphere for | tion was addressed by Director
ture of the three-week long arca those sold well. 91, academy sources said. BSS. . _Talking to the senior police rehabl]ltate creative research. he said. General Enamul Hug, Kamal
programme ol the Bangla "Razakarer Chhara” of Lutfar The exp:ndlture for the He said Pﬂ"m must mo- officials at the rﬂﬂﬂlghu_’f Amanullah-Kabir, S'Eﬂﬂ:tﬂl'f Lohani. Shamsul Hussain,
Academy. Rahman Riton is the much- publication in this fair has | bilise its full force to recover meeting at the police head- homeless pe{)ple General, Bangladesh Federal | Shamsul Huq Akon. Jamal
A member of the Book Pub-  sought after book by the chil- been estimated at Taka 9 lakh | illegal arms and curb all sorts quarters in Dhaka. the Inspec- Union of Journalists was the | Uddin and Azad.
lishers and Sellers Association dren. which is one lakh fifty thou- of heinous'crimes including tor General asked them to be By Staff Correspondent special guest at the function
— £ y i sand less than that of the last | dacoity, murder and kidna more active to quickly com- Jaker Party Supreme Pre-  organised by the Old Rajshahi Bureau Of
[ l yors: ther ndieil ﬂ:ﬁ He “Hmm" ﬂ;“ o wik sr:l ﬂ‘lﬁcal:::l “nu“::. I:;“ﬂ:i sidilum member Mostafa Amir Cadet Association at the Ay
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e e s e - S thieis ks the Gl power, his party will rehabili- Vvelopment. —— ‘ )
| == - to publish at least 11 books, W"’l"" country. tate the people rendered Presided over by Mubhit, Ubllcat[[}ns
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