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Rangpur on

Zaker Party | Ershad must know Po].lt:us of killing
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Reading out the 26- poing
manifesio Pirzada Faisal sad
Zaker Party believed that
establishment of Islami
Hukumat (Rule) on the basis of
Quran and Sunnah was the so-
lution to the multiple prob-
lems facing the nation.

Calling for a national con-
sensus to establish the idcals
of Islam he said that political
instability and poverty were
the outcome of the absence of
such a consensus.

Pirzada Faisal who is a
member of ZF's supreme pre-
sidium but who is not in the
election fray said during the
past nine there were
nine elections at the national
level and power changed
hands on seven occasions. But
on no occasion was powcer
transferred through elections.
This clearly indicated that

d:mu-crncy is yet to be institu-

The p-upul.luun has marked
a 60 cent increase in 20
years but the national income
has not kept pace with it
Poverty, illiteracy. Social
unrest, corruption terrorism
and immoral activities in-
creased mantfold due to politi-
cal instability, he said.

Pirzada Faisal said Zaker

Party was launched at a time
when ambivalence to identily
national objectives was weak-
ening the country.

Sheikh Shahid
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and the other part was rented
to Shantinagar High School en
monthly basis. Later, it was
published in abandoned
property "Ka" list of the
Gazette on September 23,
1986.

On August 6, 1975, a
person with the fake name of
Qamaruddin applied to the
Works Ministry demanding
ownership of the house,
through different Government
procedures the case was
referred to the court of
settlement for settling the
issue. In the meantime when
Qamaruddin died, Messrs
Property Development Ltd.
BRTC Bhaban, Dhaka, bought
the property from Mr. Bahadur
Ali and Mrs Razia Begum who
claimed to be the owners of
the property on the basis of
Warishan (heredity) and made
strong lobby in the Works
Ministry to declete the property
from abandoned list.

adviser of the Works
Ministry, other official and
former Secrctary of the
Ministry gave their opinion
against releasing the property
from the abandoned propertics
list without the verdict of the
court of settlement.

Without caring for these
opinions, former Works
Minister Sheikh Shahidul
Islam. with an understanding
with Messrs Property
Development Ltd. and with a
view to having illegal linancial
gain and to help others to
benefit financfally., prepared a
summary of the case to get

approval of the former
President to delete the
property from abandoned
property list.

But the former President
returned the summary to the
Ministry on November 26,
1988 without any decision or

L

Accused Sheikh Shahidul
Islam having failed to realise
his interest through the
President, finally took help of
falsehood and released the
property from the abandoned
property list by giving order in
the name of the President on
November 30, 1988, and on
the same day in a very hasty
manner took personal
initiative to complete: all
formalities of the Ministry lo
issue Government order
releasing the property [rom
the abandoned properties.

Anji-Corruption Bureau fis
investigating the case. Any
authority or person proved to
be nnrm?ctnd with the case, ;]::
Course ol its progress, mnay
be identified I:u accused of the
case, the handout added.
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adding. ‘Bumning or damaging
the BNP campaign camps can-
not hclp its opponents gain
ublic .vi':Ert "We don't be-
Eﬂt but we cannot
sit idle in the face of repcated
attacks cither”, she said.

The BNP leader accuscd the
interim nment ol not
maintaining neutrality in cov-
ering the ncws of the polls
campaign in the state-owncd
m:dl.n All political partics

nity but Lﬂ::‘ iﬁ]i:ﬂf: r::

jectnd by the pcople should

never gel the opportunily, she
observed.

She called upon the people
to be aware of those Indulw
in ‘politics of sweet words
pocms’ and said il they were
volted o power, misrule would
be re-cstablished in the coun-
try like the pre-'75 period. 'We
belicve in the politics of work
and preduction and not of
words' she said calling to vote
for her party to lcad the nation
towards development and re-
store all development-oriented
programmcs launched by the
late president Ziaur Rahman.

Khaleda Zia assurcd the
people that (I eleeled to

., her party would rcha-

itated the families affceted
in the Liberation War and also
in the anti-autocratic move-
ment against Ershad regime.
"Educational arca, the worst-
aflected sector during the au-
tocratic rule, would be looked
into and age for government

service would be raised to 30,
she announced amid clappings.

Chaired by Wadud Master,
the mecting was also ad-
dresscd by 34 lcaders ol BNP
and its front organisations in-
cluding the BNP candidate
from the Tcjgaon-Ramna con-
stituency Major (retd) Abdul
Mannan.

Thousands of people
thronged the mecting spot and
hundreds of others climbed on
the road-side building rools to
have a glance of the BNP
leader.

Freedom Party,
8-Party clash :
50 injured

SHERPUR, Feb 11 : At least!

50 pcople were injured, four ol

thenn seriously, when Freedom
Party workers attacked an
clection procession of Eight-
Party alliance Monday. reports
UNB.

Witnesses said, attackers
stormezd the procession with
hockey sticks, iron rods and
lethal weapons while it was:
passing’ beside Freedom Party’'s
office at Tinani Bazar this
cvening.

Four seriously injured per-
sons were admitted into local
hospital. They were identilied
as : Abdus Salam (27), [3abul
(19), Abdur Rahman Lebu (32)
and 1liia (50).
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bomb explosion at a victory
procession following the fall of
Ershad Government.

The meeti and gather-
ings were addressed, among
others, by Awami League and

8-party Alllance nominees iIn-
cluding Shamsuzzoha, Mosta-
fizur Rahman. Aminul Islam,
Mizanur Rahman, former Whip
Abdur Rouf, Azharul Islam and
Awami League UK Branch
President Nurul Islam Anu.

Referring the various proo-
lems of the people in the
northern parts Sheikh Hasina
said if voted to power, her
party would implement Jam-
una Multipurpose bridge pro-
ject. Sirajganj town protcction
scheme and other measures 1o
safe the northern districts
from the curse of the river

eroston and flood,

Sheikh Hasina strongly de-
manded publication of a white
paper on the total collection of
money by the Jatiya Part
Government in the name of
Jamuna surcharge.

Referring to the state prin-
ciples, Sheikh Hasina said sec-
uiarism would not be compro-
mised with under any circum-
stances. Referring to the pro-

paganda against it. she [irmly

staled that secularism does
rnol mean religion-lessness. but
the right of all to practice
their own religions.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami

lLeague and its allles are advé-
cating parllamentary democ:
racy becausc it is the right sys-
tem o suil our requirements.

Mizan wants
JP projection
on TV, Radio

Acting Chairman of Jatiya
Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury Monday caid
organisational activities ol the
party for the last few days
proved that jail. warrant of
arrest and oppression would

not be able to stop the
progress of Jatiya Party,
reporis BSS.

Addressing a reception at
Gulshan given to Mr,
Helaluddin Helal, president of
the city Jativa Sechhascbak
Party after his release from
jail. Mr. Chowdhury said Jatiya
Party sincercly wanted a fair
and impartial electon but the
activities and principles of the
government was contrary (o
thaL

Referring to the ban on
broadcast and telecast of the
Jatiya Party news in the state-
owned radio and television, he
said, ‘things were different in
|1988. when we participated in
parliament clections. By taking
part in that elections we saved
the natfon from a
constitutional crisis’

Central president of Jatiya
Sechhascbak Party Munshi
Abdul Latif presided over the
mecting.

Police Monday blocked a President Secretariat-bound procession of journalists, press workers and employees of

newspapers and news agencies at Bijoy Sarani.

E

. cancellation,

BTMC grapples with
Tk 320m shoddy deal

Moazzem Hossain

The Taka 320 million sho-
ddy deal for cotton purchase
that was cancelled after the [all
ol Ershad regime is awaiting
arbitration.

- Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC] saved
Taka 71 million by cancelling
the scandalous orders without
any tender, It proposed advo-
cate Ashrarul Hossain as the
arbitrator.

But, one of the three sellers
involved in the deal has not
agreed with BTMC's proposal.
It wants a different arbitrator
and also settlement of the case
outside Bangladesh.

The purchase agreement,
however, provides for arbitra-
tion in Dhaka in case of its
according to
BTMC sources.

The entire deal is now un-
der investigation by the
Special Tribunal probing into
cases of corruption and other
irregular deals under Ershad
regime.

The contracts for purchase
of 24,500 bales of raw cotton
for a total of Taka 320 million
were made on two separate
occasions — one on October
23, 1990 and the other on

November 12, 1990. The
prices were at least 12 US
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There were three sellers
involved in the procurement
deal: Hanslik. All American and
Marcot. H. N. Hasan Shibli of Al
Haj International was the local
agent for Hanslik. The agents
for All American and also
Marcot were the one and same

cents a lb (pound) higher than
those of other BTMC pur-
chases around that time and
also the international rates at
Liverpool in the U K.

On this basis, an excess
ayment of over Taka 71 mil-
an in foreign exchange would
bave been involved if the
orders had not been cancelled.
And BTMC, already in financial
straits because of losses in-
curred over the years, would
have been burdened with un
additional load of yet anothers
shoddy deal. The purchase
order was cancelled in

December 12.

The entire deal was fi-
nalised at Textile Ministry
level with approval of the
highest authorities, the sour-
ces said. The supplies were
made on deferred payment

. basis carrying a 4.75 per cent

rate of interest on the amount
under 180 days suppliers’
credit.

group — Messers Enamul Islam
and Rounak Khondoker ope-

rating under two names
Comimpex and Febrecot. The
procurement orcers were for
two varieties of staple -- 1/32"

| and 1".

24-hour strike: |
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of Journalists (BFUJ), Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJ),
Bangladesh Newspaper Press
Workers Federation (BNPWF)
and Bangladesh Newspapers
Employees Federation(BNEF)

jointly held a central rally at a
National Press Club Monday.

Presided over by Reazuddin
Ahmed, President of BFUJ, the
rally was also addressed by
Amanullah Kabir, Secretary
General, BFUJ, Zahirul Haq
and Ruhul Amin Gazi respec-
tively president and general
secretary of DUJ, Jahangir
Kabir and Mir Mozammel
Hossain respectively president
and secretary general of BNEF,
Mosharral Hossain and Bazlur
Rahman Milon respectively
president and secrctary gen-
eral of BNPWF.

In his speech Mr.
Reazuddin Ahmed urged the
Acting President to withdraw
the new ordinance and to an-
nounce the new Wage Board
Award in one month's time.

Mr. Amanullah Kabir said

the interim government had
created a new black law in-
stead of repealing the Special
Powers Act., Printing Press Act
and other black laws. Mr.
Zahirul Haq said the interim
government had [failed to
maintain neutrality.

The leaders also warned the
Acting President not to be as-
soclated with the owners to

foil the legal rights of the em-

ployees.
After the rally a procession
headed towards the

President’s Secretariat but po-
lice halted in near Bijoy Sarani.

— Star photo

Perez
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"As 1 am not a military ex-
pert. I cannot evalualc how
necessary the military actions
taking place now are". he
noted. "What we know about
the war, which | prefer to call
hostilities, is what we hear
from the three members of the
Security Council which ‘are in-
volved-- Britain, France and
the United States -- which ev-
ery two or three days report to
the Council, after the actions
have taken place.

Health Organisation and
UNICEF is to visit Iraq this
week to deliver medical sup-
plies for children, Washington
raving opposed the delivery of
food.

"What we are doing on hu-
manfitarian grounds is con-
cerned with the medical needs
of the population. . . it is my
conviction than milk is not
food, but medicine for young
infants,” the UN Chief said.

Royals
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skiing last month “as the
country stood on the brink of
war and playing with her gang,
very puhlicly at a high-spirited
dinner in a London restau-
rant.”

Buckingham Palace, in a
rare public response to a
newspaper article, issued a
statement defending the royal
family’'s behavior and setting
out a long list of Gulf-related

royal engagements.

ue :huf Shﬂkh Hnnnn :ddrulmg a huge puhlll: meeting at Pirgachha,
— Star photo

Five-Party to
uphold workers’

interests

By Staff Correspondent
Five-Party alliance leader

and Workers Party General
Sccretary Rashed Khan Menon
has said if voted to power five
party will uphold the intcrests
of the workers.

He was speaking at several
rmeetings in Barisal on Monday.

Mr. Menon said the allance
would [ix minimum wages
equivalent to the price of five
maunds of rice. He said no
worker would be sacked unless
speciflic charges against him
were proved in the Labour
Court.

Five-Party leader said his al-
Hance would introduce (ree
education upto class ten.

Maximum ceiling of land
will be flixed at 50 bighas,
Rashed Khan Menon said.

Agricultural loan system
would be restructured, he said,
adding that agricultural loans
would be made available to the

genuine farmers.

Proceedings
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The arms were handed over
to the committee headed by
the Chiel Metropolitan Magi-
strate on December 24, two
days before the expiry of the
deadline set by the gov-
ernment for surrendering of
illegal arms.

The petitioner alleged that
the criminal case was filed
with a collateral purpose.
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to Washinglon to uniel Bush on
the progress of the 25-day-old
war.

He told reporters [lying
home with him that the air
campaign had reduced the
fighting power of some Iraqgi
divisions by as much as 40 per
cent.

Although Cheney did not say
when a ground and amphibious
assault might begin, a senior
American military official said
some US forces just arrived in
Saudi Arabia and they need
three or four more weeks to
preparec.

“The guys just off the boat.
they could use some more
time,” the official told the As-
sociated Press in Riyadh on
condition of anonymity. He was
referring to the ground uni::
recently arrived {rom Europe.
Such forces have the spe-
clalised M-1 battletanks de-
signed to take on Iraq’s Soviet-
made T-72 tanks.

iraq said it would welcome
a ground assault by the allies.
who now have about 700,000
soldiers in the region, includ-
ing 505,000 Americans.

Meanwhile, President Sad-
dam Hussein told Iraqis not to
look for a Gulf war victory in
the future because they had al-
ready won just by withstanding
more than three weeks of Al-
lied bombing.

In a solemn. somelimes
rambling speech filled with re-
ligious references, Saddam
said the Iragi people grew
“more radiant before the
whole world™ with every hour
that the war raged.

*The most important thing
is that their phecnmmtl‘l G:g
Almighty 1s getting ra
more uublin:. because Jihad
(Holy War) is the road to
glory.,” he said in speech
broadcast by Iraqi Radie on
Sunday.

It was the first time Sad-
dam's voice was known to have
been broadcast since he gave
an interview to the US Cable
News Netwoerk(CNN) two
weeks ago.

“Every hour and day that
has passed since the beginning
of the siege against the gather-
ing of vanguard believers in
iraq is an hour and day of de-

‘Iher:fur:, those of the
sons of our nation and the

mits the end of this war |
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that announced the trial of Chen Ziming However. Chﬁ--rg
were allowed to read the notice. reporta AP

350 arrested in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM. Feb 11 Israell security services recently ar
rested 350 militants with the [slamic movement Hamas in
the oecupted West Bank and Gaza Strip. an army communigue
said Sunday. The swoop yielded a quantity of pistols and other

fircarms. alongwith the organisations archieves.

ment said, reports AFP

the atatle

Journalist missing in Gulf

CAIRO, Feb 11:

An Egyptian journalist working for the

Middle East News Agency (MENA) in Baghdad has not been

heard from since the start of the Gulf war.

press reports sasd

Sunday. Mahmoud Abdel Azim had chosen o stay in the lrag

capital to cover the war but neither MENA nor his family has
heard from him since January 16, reports AFP.

Earthquake rocks Guam

MENLO PARK (Caltfornia), Feb | 1: An carthguake measur-
ing 5.8 on the Richter Scale rocked Guam but there were no

immediate re

ports of injuries or damages. the US geolagical

survey reported Sunday. The gquake hit the U. S. territory at
12:15 a.m. (1415 GMT) and was centered about 240 kilome-
ters (150 miles) northeast of the pacific sland. said AFP.

14 Vietnam martyrs alive

WASHINGTON, Feb 11:

Fourteen men among the 58 175

names carved in the black granite Vietnam Memorial of those

who died

in the war are alive,

according to Defense

Department records. It's a very sobering thing, said veteran
Andrew Hilden. But | Guess we have been able to laugh about
it--that we've got a walking dead man around. The Pentlagon
has publicly acknowledged three of the |4 names listed by

mistake, reports AFP.

14 killed in bus ambush

PIETERMARITZBURG(South Alrica). Feb 11:

Al least |14

people were killed and 11 injured when two buses were am-
bushed on Sunday evening near Pietermaritzburg. capital of
South Africa's strife-torn Natal province, a police source said.

"We have 14 bodigs and expect to find more.”

he told Reuters.

It was not immediately known who was responsible for the

attack.

Pak-Tunisia PMs talk Gulf

LONDON, Feb 11:

The Pakistant Prime Minister,

Mr.

Nawaz Sharil, held talks with his Tunisian counterpart. Mr

Hamed Karqui. on the Gull war in Tunis Jast night,

BBC re-

ports quoting Tunisian radio. Mr Sharil who arrived in Tunis
as part of his tour of Arab Maghreb countries sald his visit was
aimed at finding a peaccful solution to the Gull crisis. reports
PTI.

stamped with his great victory,
God willing.” Saddam said.

He praised the steadfast-
ness of the Iraqi people. most
of whom have been left without

or running water by Al-
lied bombing. Food is scarce
and no petrol is avallable for
private vehicles.

Saddam said the date of
Iraq's victory was the day the
United States decided to go o
war.

The Iraqi leader said US
President George Bush had ac-
knowledged US weakness by
forming an alliance with other
countries.

*(Bush) lost his credibility
on the day he brought the
weapon of confrontation which
the West had built up against
the entire Warsaw Pact o con-
front a single Third World
country — a country of Arabs to
which they used to refuse to
attach the importance which
God wanted for them as human
beings and proprietors of a di-
vine message.”

Saddam said that although
Bush had called on the whole
world to help him. lraq had
called on no one but the faith-
ful and God.

In Washington meantime,
President Bush said, "1 heard
what Saddam Hussein said,
and 1 didn't hear him say any-
thing about him getting out of
Kuwait. Of course that's what
the whole world is wanting to
hear.”

President Bush said on
Sunday he had no objection to
a new S-oﬂ:l attempt to end
the Gulf war but said he was
going to decide on the timing
of a ground offensive “at the
right time.”

Buih told reporters it was

Gulf war won : Saddam

“all right” that Sowviet leader
Hihhlll Corbachev decided to
despatch an envoy to Baghdad
to convince Iragi President

Saddam Hussein to leave
Kuwaft.
“It's all right”, Bush said

during impromptu remarks on
arriving at the White House
from a weckend visit to his
Camp David retreat. "He's stay-
ing with the coalition. That's
all right.”

Gorbachev has voiced con-
cern that the US-led forces
were exceeding the United
Nations mandate: to oust Iragl
troops from Kuwait. He sent a
personal envoy, Yevgeny Pri-

makov, to urge Saddam to
withdraw his t
Bush * dod questions

about launching a ground of-
fensive inst | positions
in Hm?t!- I-.‘:"'ll make all
those declllunnl at the right
time."

Bush brushed aside vows by
Saddam to fight on against the
Allies, despite the cost to lraq.

Command Council meet

Meanwhile., President Sad
dam Hussein chaired a meet-

ing of Iraq’'s decision-making
Revolutionary Command Coun-

cil overnight Sunday just hours
after vowing to fight on against
a US-led coalition.

PLO warning

Mecanwhile, PLO Chairman
Yasser L one
statned with | blood
the Gulf war will

The Palestine Liberation
Organisation [PLO) backs lraq
against a US-led coalition of 28
countries fighting to expel it
from Kuwait.

He accused the United

States of sabotaged Arab
allempts to the Gulf eri-

s80
sis peacefully.

' Khmer
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ern in western Cambodia and
more than 7,000 civillans have

been trained to repair Cambo-
dia's infrastructure when
peace cCOmes.

A reporter saw dozens of
new U.S. supplied farm ma-
chines during a trip through
guerilla held territory.

Washington aids the two
non-communist guerilla
groups: the Khmer People's
National Liberaiion Front led
by former Premier Son Sann,
and the forces of Prince
Norodom Sthanouk, lormer
ruler of Cambodia.

They are allled with the

communist Khmer Rouge
against the rnment Viel-
nam installed after it invaded

Cambodia in December 1978
and ousted the Khmer Rouge
regime.

Guerilla leaders llj" the
United States has asked them

Rouge

lo stop seizing more lerrilory
and, instcad. consolidate their
control of areas they have cap-

tured since the Viet-
namese troop wi wal in
September 19886,

The U.S. has au-

thorised up to 20 million dol-
lars in aid this year, mostly lor
areas of western and northern
Cambodia under non-commu-
nist control. That eould pay for
the largest development pro-

in impoverished

gramme ever in
rice country that has known

little change for centuries.

American offictals said more
than 1,000 medics trained n
the U.S. programme (real
more than 100,000 civillans
cach month.

deﬂpﬁ sOme
of whom walk for weeks from
ﬁwrnmlnl cnnl.nIH arcas,

Ve

come Into the guerilla
rones for medical treatment

r



