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All-Party Student Unity

(APSU) on Monday assured the

t of its fullest coop-

eration to foreign observers

whoe will be overseeing the

country’'s ensuing n-
tary polls, reports UNB.

The assurance came when a
five-member APSU delegation
called on Presidential Adviser
on Foreign Allairs Fakhruddin
Ahmed at his office.

The APSU leaders told the
Adviser that the Prague-based
International Unfon of Stu-
dents (IUS) would send a two-
member election observer
team to Bangladesh. a Foreign
Office spokesman sajd.

The delegation included Fa-

zglul Haq Milon, Joint Con-
vener, JCD, Shah Alam, Acting
President. BCL. Shafi Ahmed,

General Secretary. BCL (NS),
Nasseruddoula, General Scrre-
tary. Chhatra Union and Kamal
Hossain. General Secretary,
Jatiya Chhatra Leaguc.

Meanwhile, 28 observers
from four SAARC countrics
confirmed that they would be
monitoring Bangladesh's fifth
parliamentary polls. the
spokesman said.

The team of 28 cminent
jurists and humanists will in-
clude former Chief Justice of
India Justice P N Bhagwalti,
former Judge of Pakistan
Supreme Court Justice Dorab
Patel, Judge ol Supreme Court
of Nepal Justice B N Upad-
hyaya and former judge of

Supreme Court of Sri Lanka
Justice J F A NDoha.

Coordinated by the Colombo
based International Centre for
Ethnic Studies. the four

SAARC countries India. Pak- |
istan. Sri Lanka and Nepal will |

send a 7-member team each.

"Observers will be free to
choose places they will visit to |

watch polls”, the spokesman
said.

He said the Commonwealth
Secretariat is also likely to
send a 20-member team to
oversee the February 27 polls.

Besides, observers' groups
from the Washington based Na-
tional Democratic Institute
(NDI). the European Parlia-
ment and the Japanese Dict
(Law-making body) are ex-
pected to visit Bangladesh to
monitor the election.

Biman schedule to
hinder trade: MCCI

By Staff Correspondent

The Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry has
sent a telegram to Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, seeking his interven-
ton to increase the number of
Biman [lights in co rcially
fmportant routes in the coun-

try.

s = 'Tess release issued by
the MCCI| President Syed
Manzur Elahi in Dhaka on
Monday said Bangladesh
Biman's new flight schedule
for its domestic routes has
been posing serious problems
for the country's trade and in-
dustry.

The Biman has curtailed 11»
domestic services significantly
following grounding of its ATP
aircrafts. Even commercially
important routes like Dhaka-
Chittagong and Dhaka-Jessore
have not been spared. Flights
from Dhaka to Chittagong have
been reduted to 10 per week
as against 25 flights previously.
Stmilarly flights from Dhaka to
Jessore have been reduced 1o
7 against the previous flights of
14 per week. Both these two
routes are very important to
the business community in-
cluding those needed to travel
to Chittagong Export
Processing Zone.

-

Ekushey programme
Shahnama of
Ferdousi
discussed

By Staff Correspondent

The Academy held a
discussion on Shahnama of
Ferdousi

Moniruddin Yusuf as part of its
‘Ekushey series’ at
the A::ull:my premises on

Monday .
Litterateurs Rashid Haider

and Al-Mujahidi spoke.

On evening Hasan
Aril recited poems and Dodul
Ahmed and Fidra. Ahmed pre-

sented -SONgESs.
&-m ‘Sammilita San-

skritic Jote’' Monday staged

dramas, and presented recita-

tion and mass songs on the
fourth day of s 12-day

Ekushey programme at the
Central Shaheed Minar.
Today's programme: two
books ‘Science and Philoso-
phy’ and ‘Kazi Nazrul Islam: A
New Antholozy’ will be dis-
cussed at the Bangla Academy
premises at 4. 30 pm.
‘Sammilita Sanskritic Jolc’
will continue its Ekushey pro-

m— al the Central Sha-
Minar [roum 4 pm.

S

TV Tuesday

500 Opening

5.20 News in Bengali

5.30 Cartwoon Film: Abbot
and Costello

565 Shikhhangon : Educa-
tonal programme

6.20 Notun Diganta : Science
Programme

7.06 Nazrul songs

B8.00 News in Bengali

8.30 Sampratik: Current
aflairs
Drama Serial:

translated by i

Annual general |
meeting of DUJ
. begins today

The 16th annual general
meeting of Dhaka Union of
Journalists will begin at the
National Press Club at 10 am
l'-nd;rl. reports 1SS,

tlosopher and education-

ist Principal Dewan Moham-
mad Azrafl will attend the
inaugural session as the chief
fuest.
The working session of the
_E'It'cung will begin at 3 pm.
e General Secretary. (he
Treasurer and Unit Chiefs will

submit their re A cultural
flunction will held in the
evening.

On 13 the working

session will begin at 10 am. In
this session discusston will be
Secretary and the Treasurer of
the DUJ. In the evening a cul-
tural flunction will be held.
Election of DUJ will be held

on February 14.

Ophthalmology
employees join
Suhrawardy
strike
By Staff Correspondent

The 3rd and 4th class em-
ployees of the National Insti-
lules of Cardiology and Oph-
thalmology will start a two-
hour token strike from today
(Tuesday) demanding removal
of the Project Director of
Suhrawardy Hospital.

The employees of
Suhrawardy Hospital are in
strike since 4th of this month
on the same demand. The In-
stitutes of Cardiology and
Ophthalmology are situated in
Suhrawardy Hospital
Compilex.

A meeting
Suh

of the
rawardy Hospital Employ-

ces Action Committee on |

Monday decided to continuc
their programme

Sports Reporter

lance Natk M Mujibur
Ruhman of Army wen the firs
gold of the four-day, 34-cvent
mect by clocking 3min 68 .6
seconds for the men's 1500

Shab-e-Meraj
today

The Holy Shab-e-Meraj
marking the ascension of the
Prophet (SM) to the heavens
will be observed tonight with
due religious fervour, reports
BSS.

On this glorious night in
620 A.D., the Prophet was
blessed with the sacred
"deedar” the benign provi-
dence.

As in the rest of the [slamic
world, devotees throughout
the country will engage them-
selves in nightlong prayers
secking divine blessings.

Waz mahfils, congregations
and visits 1o the graveyards of
the ncar and dear ones for of-
fering fatcha are the other
features of the holy night.

The Islamic Foundation on
this occasion has arranged a
grand Waz Mahfil at the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
today after the Maghreb
prayer. -

Under the auspices of
Haqqani Anjuman, a discussion
on the significance of Holy
Meraj, Fateha and Urs-e-Kul
(special prayer) will be held at
the Shahbaz Mosque, near the
mazar of three national leaders
on Wednesday at 9 am.

BediBaBnnl

PROGRAMME
Rotary meeting

~ The regular meeting
of the Rotary Club of Dhaka will
bc held today (Tuesday) at 5
pm at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

Seminar on
solar energy

A one-day seminar on “role
of solar energy and fuel situa-
tion in Bangladesh” will be
held today at 9 am at the audi-
tortum of Council
of Scientific and Industrial Re-
scarch (BCSIR). Jointly organ-
ised by BCSIR, Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Commission,
Renewable Energy Research
Centre and BCC Foundation,
the seminar will be inaugu-
rated by Profl. Zillur Rahman

ui, Education Adviser to
the President as chief guest
while Alamgir M.A. Kabir, Ad-
viser to the President on So-
cial Welfare, Women's Aflairs,

Youth and Sports will be pre- |

sent on the occasion as special
guest,

Journalists training

By Staff Correspondent

The training course [or
journalists, arranged by
Bangladesh Society for the
Enforcement of Human Rights
will start today (Tuesday)
moming at the National Scout
Bhaban auditortum.

Justice Ruhul Islam, Chair-
man of Bangladesh Press
Council, will be the chiel guest
of the inangural ceremony. says
4 press rejcase.

Nilufa's new record

BJMC's second gold medal
came when Nilufa Yasmin
thared 5854 metres in the
women s long jump. setting a
new national record thal
eclipsed Najma Haider Raleza's
1988 mark of 5.5] metres.

Nilufa's teammate Jesmine

the silver with a jump ol

My five
athletes. including 138
women. from 17 teams are
taking part in the meet. which
rated Presiden
for Youth and

s ace middle-
distance runner Subedar
Mushtaque Ahmed and
Shamima Sattar Mimu were

s V1 C (IO DO

APSU to help foreign
observers monitor polls
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in city on Monday, demanding a rise in its quota of students for admission in Islamic

University. - —Star photo
| 44 Bangladeshis

Jute bags

Bangladesh has so far ex-
ported 2.51 crore pieces of
jute bags to various countries
of the Middle East (ME) since
October last, reports UNB.

Plea to allow gas
to brickfield on
industrial rate

Bangladesh Brick Manufac-
turing Owners' Associalion
(BBMOA) has thanked the
carctaker government for
reintroducing gas to brick-
fields, rcports BSS.

The Associatlion in a rcsolu-
lion adopted at a meceting
Thursday stated that during
the last few ycars, the brick
industry was thrown into dis-
array and crisis because of ar-
bitrary decisions of the past
autocratic government with-
drawing gas f{acilitics from
brickfliclds imposing arbitrary
ralc on cxcise duty and sclling
sccurity deposit in cash. These
deeisions caused immense sul-

fering and loss Lo the owners
ol the gas-fed brickfields, the
resolution added.

The association urged the
Eﬂwrnmm o declare the
rick manufacturing as an in-
dustry and allow gas to brick-
ficlds on industrial rate.
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®# Weather

¥

while the country's lowest
Rajshahi.

Sun sets today (Tuesday) at 5.562 pm and rises on tomor-

row (Wednesday) at 6.35 am.
Outlook for su

on Tuesday were:

Cities /Towns Temperature
Maximum
Dhaka 28.6
Chittagong 27.5
Khulna 30.2
Cox's Bazar 28.6
Sylhet 27.1
Rangpur 27.8
Rajshahi 29.6
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may increase

By Staff Correspondent
Weather will remain dry over Bangladcesh during the next
24 hours. Night temperature fell by one degree Celsius a1 few

places last night (Monday) and may rise by

al many places tonight (Tuesday).
The lowest temperature at Dhaka was 17 degrees Celsius

t two days: Little change.
Outlook for another five days: No change.
Temperature and humidity of important cities and towns

since war

Negotiations for exporting |
another 2.5 crore pieces are at
the final stage, according to an
Export Promotion Bureau
[EPD) press rclease issued

Monday to clarify the

country's perlormance in jute
bag export to the ME.

EPB also depied recent
press reports that Bangladesh
lags behind its neighbouring
country in availing the oppor-
tunity of the increasing market
of jute bags in war-torn ME.

The neighbouring country
had so far received export
orders for only one crore
pieces of jute bags, the Bureau
said.

It said the government had
been making continued efforts
to meet the increasing de-
mand of jute bags in the mid-
dle-eastern countries.

Moreover, the Jute Min-
istry, Bangladesh Jute Mills
Association (BJMA),
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corpo-
ration (BJMC), Jute Goods Ex-
porters Association and the
EPB itsell are making con-
certed efforts to achieve this
years export target from the
jute sector.

Besides maintaining close
contact with local exporters,
the government has asked
Bangladesh missions in the
middle-eastern countries to

keep a close watch on trade |

upportunities there, the press
releass added.
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one to two degrees

was 12.4 degrees Celsius at

{im Celsius) Humidity (in pc)
Mintmum Yam Gpm
17 68 48

16.5 A3 82

16.4 85 ol

17 78 80

17 BO 6l

14 .4 (. 14] 67

12.4 80 65

Minimum lemperature if some international cities:

Karacht: 14 Degree Celstus
Dethi: 18 Degree Celshus
bLetfing: -04 Degree Celsius
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Sport

Calcutta:
Singapore:

18 Degree Celsius
24 Degree Celsius

Forty-four Bangladeshis,
who crossed over to Iran frona
Iraq in the wake of the out-
break of the Gulf war, will
reach Dhaka today (Tuesday),
from Tehran, reports BSS.

Foreign Office sources said
these Bangladeshis would
reach Dhaka by a PIA flight this
morning from Karachi.

Meanwhile, the sources said
that Foreign Ministry was in
constant touch with
Bangladesh embassies in' the
Gulf countries and reports
from there said all
Bangladeshis in the region in-
cluding the troops in the Saudi
Arabia were safe and sound.

Family planning
workshop begins

A three-day annual project
development workshop -1991
of Family Planning Association
of Bangladesh began at the
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute Auditorium at Gazipur
on Monday, reports IUNB.

Presidential Advisor of the
ministries of Social Welfare,
Women Alffairs and Youth and
Sports and President of the
Family Planning Association of
Bangladesh Alamgir MA Kabir
inaugurated the workshop.

Presided over by Azizul
Haque Chowdhury, Vice Presi-
dent, Family Planning Associa-

‘tion' of ladesh AB). the
mw%hﬁ‘ s also ad-

dressed by Kazi Anisur Rahman
Honourary Secret General,
FPAB and Mukarram H.
Chowdhury, Director General,
FIPAB.

Plea to lift ban
on book

Country's four leading jour-
nalists in a statement Monday
demanded liffing of ban on a

book of poet Minar Monsur,

reports UNI3.

The book "Ei Abaruddha
Manchitra” was banned by the
toppled Ershad government in
April. 1983,

The signatories of the
statement are: Reazuddin
Ahmed, Amanullah Kabir, Altaf
Mahmud and Shajahan Mian.

DU inter-hall
cultural
competition ends

A three-day inter-hall cul-
tural competition of Dhaka
University concluded at the
TSC auditorium Monday, re-
ports UNB.

The Dhaka University Cen-
tral Students Union (DUCSU)
arranged the festival which be-
gan on Saturday.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. M.
Moniruzzaman Miah dis-
tributed rrlnr.u among the
winners of the cultural com-

pelition Monday evening.

BJMC's Nilufa Yasmin bettered the women's long jump record on the
19th national athletics championships at the Army Stadium yesterday.
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OIC role for peace

in Gulf needed

Organisation of Islamie Tonfer-
II:_::I:: (OIC) should play its role
r

Mr. Islam Nabi, Pakistani
Minister for Production and
s.pecial envoy of Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif, called on the
Acting President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at the Presi-
dient's Secretariat in Dhaka on

Monday, reports BSS.

-During the meeting the en-
voy handed over a letter of the
Pakistan Prime Minister to the
Acting President explaining as
to why Pakistan looked into
the current Gulf war as a mat-

ter of great tragedy, an official

spurce said, v

Mr. Nabi told the Acting
President that Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil recently visited
Saudi Arabfa, Iran and other
Gulf states where all wanted a
peaceful solution to the Gull
crisis on the basis of Iraqi
withdrawal from Kuwait.

The special envoy said the

ful resolution of the

war.
The Acting President reit-
erated Ban h's stand on

the Gulf issue and said it did
not support the Iraqi occupa-

tion of Kuwait. Both the people

of Kuwait and Iraq are dear to
us, he added.
Justice Shahabuddin

praised the initiative of Pak-

istan to help resolve the Gulfl
crisis and said it would be
better to put in united efforts
by all concerned to end the
war.
Presidential Advis®r for
Foreign Afflairs Fakhruddin
Ahmed, Foreign Secretary Abul
Ahsan, Member of Pakistan Na-
tional Assembly Malik Allah Yar
Khan and Pakistan High Com-
missioner in Dhaka Anwar
Kemal were present.

- Govt urged to revise
policy on Gulf °

Eighteen prominent per-
sonalitics Sunday urged the
government to revise 'wrong
policy’ on the Gulf issue and
pursuc the prescribed princi-
ples of non-alignment, reports
UND.

In a joint statement, thcy
also called upon the people to
voice their strong protest
against 'imperialist conspiracy’
lor preventing a possible World
War lll.

The statement said the
bombardment by the US and
Allicd forces on the innecent
people of Iraq and destruction
ol ccological balance, natural
resources and ancient monu-

ments have opened up a dark

chapter in the history of
mankind,

e e——— I I e i

Criticising the bent-knee
foreign policy of the Ershad
regime, the statement said it
had sent Bangladeshi troops
to fight against Iraq, witheout
taking inte account people's
opinion.

The signatorics to the
statement have convened a
mecting at Dhaka University
Teachers-Student Centre
(TSC) today (Tuesday) at 4 pm
to formulate programmes of
protest. '

The signalorics included
Prol KAM Saaduddin, Prof Ser-
ajul Islam Chowdhury, Prof
Sardar Fazlul Karim, Prof
Borhanuddin Khan Jahangir,
iJr.Rangalal Scn, Ahsanul 1lug,
Habibur Rahman Chewdhury
and Md. Mestafa Chowdhury.
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Dateline Chittagong
| place m*ur Kasiaich rmmn

school while the cleetrie wires
woere found at Halishahar from

CHITTAGONG, .Feb 11 :
Sammililg , Peshajibi, Sangsad
formed its. 41- e Organi-

sing Commiltce at a con-
[erence of professionals here
Salurday, a Sangsad press
release said, reports BSS.

The conlerenee held at lo-
cal zila parishad hall, with
Sangsad Convener, Advocalce
Badiul Alam presiding, also ap-
proved the constitution of the
Sangsad.

The organising commillee
is: President, Advocale Badiul
Al.un; General Seeretlary, Pri-
neipal Muhammed Taher;
Treasurer, M. Abul Kashem:
live Vice-Presidents,, two
Assistant General Secrelarics,
and one Publicity Seerelary,
one Offfice Secrclary and 29
members of the Execulive
Commillee .

Jute cuttings gutted

Another report says : Fire
damaged a stock of jute cut-
tings al Hakkani Paper and

'Board Factory opposite of

Kalurghat bridge here Sunday
alternoon, fire service sources
seuidl.

The [ire originated from a
jute cutting machine, extent of
damage could not be assessed
immediately. -

Mcanwhile, Patiya police
recovered lwo fire arms along
with lour ammunition and fifiy
kg ol clectric wire and ar-
rested wo  persons  early
Sunday, district police said.

The fire arms, both country
made guns, woere recovered
aficr they were abandoned atl a

Biman 99 for 2

where
rested.

Jamaat call

to shun
I F A -
mud-slinging

CHITTAGONG. Feb 11: Lo-
cal Jamaat -E-Islami leaders
Sunday urged political parties
to shun terrorism and mud-
slinging against one another
during election cam n a
Jamaatl press release said, re-
ports BSS.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Dewanhat here they said
terrorism and polities of

would not bring any
for any party rather such

activities would feil the march
to

lwo persons were ar:

The meeting held with the
North Pathantolly Jamaat
‘Nazem' Mr. Khairul Islam in
the chair was addressed b

Khan Pathan, M. Nurul Amin
and Mustafa Kamal C howdhury.

4 injured by
short circuit
By Staff Correspondent

Four persons were injured
when a sheort circuit eccurred
from the clectric generator in
Baitul Hossain building at 27

ﬂn'lnjurei persons arc an
clectrician, a gencralor opera-
tor, a helper and a manager of

down

with the help of the fire extin-
guishor of the building

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Bim-

An were comifort-
ably potsed at clo-
se of play on the

first day of their

two-day Navana
Premier Division cricket leag

ue match at the Dhanmandt
Cricket Stadium, having made
99 for two wickets in reply to
Rupali Bank's 196 all out in 75
overs.

Dulu, 64, and Babu, 53,
were the main scorers for win-
less Rupali Bank whose other
batsmen failed to come

with the exceptions of Nadim
and Prince who with 12 each
were the only others to reach
double figures.

Aminul Islam Bulbul was the
pick of the Biman bowlers bag-
ging four wickets for 28 runs
while Enamul Haq Moni
two for 44 and Dulu,

and skipper Shanu picked up
one each.

Biman's in-form opener
Ja continued his excel-
lent o this season by

scoring 54 while his partner

ITlrtqul:unlln Munir again

failed to get going. lalling for
just two. Sumon was batting on
33 and Bulbul was yet to get off
the mark. Biman have another
55 overs to get the remaining
97 runs for victory.

ABAHANI-TARUN

In anether match. Surje
Tarun, after restricting reign-
ing champions Abahani Krira
Chakra to 209 all out, had
made 47 for the loss of two
wickets in 14 overs at the
haka Stadium.

Abahani were pulled out of
p trouble by a briliant ef-

dec
fort from their skipper Rafiqul

help of eight fours to
rescue his side which was toi-
tering on 59 for the loss of six

wickets.

mmmthum}

out, added 111 vital runs for
the seventh wicket with Nadis
Shah who was run out for
well-made 51. The only other
Abahani batsman to reach dou-

ble figures was
Golla who made |

Javed Omar
7.



