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River Violence and
Firearms

There is more than one element of irony in

the recent aitack on a motor launch and the

death of four Ansars in that horrible incident on
the placid waters of a Barisal river. The first
inyolves the name of the river which, as they
come In such evocatively poetic vein all over
Bengal, especially Barisal. is Lata — a kind of a
creeper and a twig and a tendril rolled into one.
And the name of the passenger vessel—Firdaus.
the paradise — was the second bit of irony that
lent an extra edge (o the Poe-esque horror
drama enacted last Friday allermmoon.

But those were mere coincidences,
unintentional and quite devold of meaning. The
third point of irony involves a world of
signilicance. At a time when the administration is
crying hoarse over the importance ol recovery of
illegal private arms and politicians and their
parties also doing no less but themselves not
surrendering as much as a machete not to say of
modern automatic-firing instruments ol sure
death — this is a case of looting government arms
for use in private violence. This episode in
Mehendiganj — another cruel play on words—is
quite a measure ol the success of the arms
recovery campaign mounted by the present
government.

This t needs to be stressed over and over
again if only to expose the limitations of our
major political parties who are captives of their
own past doings having little power to go for
actions and positions warranted by the exigencies
of the hour but are nevertheless contrary (o their
performances when in power. All the (hree
parties that were in power distributed arms (o
hordes of rullians in order to underwrite a
perpetual hold on state power. The unfortunate
and unwise and clearly criminal action [ailed to
respond to the need for which it was undertaken.
It delivered nothing by way of saving anyone but
was capitally useful in harassing others. The
parties are miserably failing (o extricate
themselves [rom the despicable legacy of this and
are very evidently unable to distance themselves
from the role of bullyboys that they unmistakably
were during their span of rule. This augers very
ill for both the election and the prospects of

alter that.

il the accepled keepers of this land and this
policy can be so irresponsible with regard to
such an important aspect of the state and
societal being — the votaries of by-now a ficlitious
Siraj Sikdar — the dacoits looting arms [rom the
Firdaus gave slogans in his praise — stand (o be
rebuked for what? There is of course that
question of brutality. The dacoits came only for
the arms and did not molest one single
passenger. There was provision for eight armed

Ansars In their alloited cabin — charged with

securing the vessel against criminal raids. One
was absent, but his rifle was there. Four were
sleeping and too loitering about the vessel — all of

their riflles reSting in the cabin. Only one was in -

the cabin reading the Koran after saying his Asar
prayers — when the raiders struck, shooting
point blank the devout deputy platoon
commander. They knifed three olther Ansars. The
toll was four Ansars dead and three injured —one
of them losing his mind because of the harrowing
experience.

That is quite a cruel thing. But compared to
the atrocities that every now and then visits
riverine travel this is a rather tame and insipid
tale. A regular way with the river dacoits,
especially in the infested waters of Barisal, is to
throw overboard women and children and
passengers (rying to put up resistance. That is on
top of knifing and shooting dozens. How to make
river travel safe is a dillerent subject but one that
is crying [or attention and appropriate action.
Recovery of illegal private arms has a relevance
here. The dacoits come armed with firearms.
Mere daggers and knives would not pay them
now. How easy would it be to make them
igcrfl;;cfwe if there were no firearms in private

Allied heads of state
to decide ground war

PARIS, Feb 11 : Defense

when the

at

ground campaign to

he Gulfl war happened
bec - ause Iraql
President Saddam 1ns
s¢in gol "o big for his

breeches.” and the US—once
Saddam's sponsor—decided 10
*‘ll‘ll}' him. according 10 US
academic Noam Chomsky

And in the . the US
hoped w0 secure its hold on
the world's resources
and the profits they create.

The US-led multinational
force did not go to war in the
Gulf to repel aggression or 10
install the so-called “new
world order,” Chomsky argued.

In fact, what we have seen
is not a new world order. but
rather a continuation of the old
one, he said—"just an
extension of the war against
the Third World that has been
going on for 500 years".

- While many in Europe
wanted to avoid a military
confrontation with Iragq,
"Washington insisted on it",
Chomsky said in a recent
speech to the London based
Catholie Institute of
International Relations.

- "From the very first days
the US moved instantaneously
to cut off the possibility that
sanctions might work and
flatly rejected any form of
diplomacy. That's what's called
going the extra mile”, he said
sardonically.

Chomsky, a professor of
linguistics at the: Mas-
| sachusetts Institute of Tech-

NICOSIA, Feb 11: French
Jaguar fighter-bombers joined
the air bombardment of Iraq's
bridges yesterday as the Allies
stepped up efforts to choke
President Saddam Hussein's
forces of supplies, reports AFP.

Aided by good weather, the
Allies flew a massive 2,800
sorties against bridges, Iraq's
elite Republican Guards and
l other target in 24 hours,

bringing the war total to
50,000, U.S B
Richard Neal said in Riyadh.

Iragi forces shot down a US
Marine Corps Harrier AV:8
Jump-jet over Southern Kuwait

| on Saturday and the pilot had

been listed as missing in ac-
tion, he said.

That brought the number of
planes downed since the

aguars fired as
30 laser-guided missiles at
:I::rrll:lgnu in southeastern Iraq in

rigadier General .

' Jumhurya

As the euphoria in the US b
more attention.
anti-Vietnam war
year-old war against the Third

are gaini
veteran of t

Allan Thompson writes from London

the start, all it wanted was a war with Saddam.

been onc of

nology, has long

the most famous anti-war

thinkers in the US. making his
mark during the Vietnam War,
He is also a staunch critic ol
the mainstream media and

an air strike in perfect
wecather today, French
spokesman Colonel Francois
Regnault said. It was the first
French attack against Iraqi

hri#l.
planes carried out a
second strike t an Iragi

artillery unit in Kuwait before

retuming safely to base.
Colonel Regnault said the
effect of the raids, were begin-
ning to make themselves felt.
French pilots had spotted a
reduction in light artillery fire
which seemed to confirm the
Iragis were beginning to suffer
supply problems, he said.,

Allied warplanes on Satur-
day destroyed a second bridge
in central Baghdad, the July 14
bridge collapsed under a hau
of bombs and missiles.

On Tuesday Allied aircraft
knocked out the city's Al-

Official 1 radio reported
that US-led Allies had carried
out 57 raids on Iraqi residen-
tial areas and military positions

_he calls American in the

World who has managed
to combine with a
highly -successful academic
career.

In an interview with Gemini
News Service, Chomsky said
Saddam’s crimes did not
matter so much to the US as
long as the iragl leader posed
on direct threat to the US
scheme of things in the
Middle East. That changed
when Saddam asserted his
indcpendence.

"Saddam Hussein showced
that he's an independent
nationalist, and that can't be
lerated anywhere™ by the US.
| mean it's not because of
anything bad that he did,
Saddam Hussein was a
murderous gangster on Augusl
| and he was George Bush's
favourite [riend and trading
partner.

"The invasion of Kuwait
adds minimally to his already
existing crimes, but it added
one critical crime—he showed
he was an independent

eesssssssssssssssssssssmmms [nternational

US Harrier fighter downed

Allies hammer Iraqi bridges,
59,000 sorties made so far

overnight Saturday and ecarly

A Riyadh report adds: Iraqgi
Forces shot down a US marine
corps Harrier AV-8 jump-
over Southern Ku m
a US spokesman here to-
day.

Brigadier General Richard
Neal said the plane’s pilot had
been listed as missing in ac-
tion.

That brought the number of
Allied planes downed since the
start ol the Gulf war to 25, of
which 18 have been American,

The coalition forces had de-
stroyed 39 [ragi planes.

Brig. Gen Neal said that
over the past 24 hours a fur-
ther 2,800 coalition air sorties
over lraq and Kuwait had taken
place.

This brought the total num-
ber of Allied air sorties since
war broke out January 17 to
59,000, he said.
Meanwhile, Iraq said today
that allied warplanes launched

planes and re

nationalist. Up until then (the
US) assumed that he could be
kind of bought off and worked
into the American system. But
when he forcibly invaded
Kuwait that showed he was just
too independent and had to be
destroyed.”

Chomsky said that on the
face of 1, Saddam's invasion of
Kuwait was little worse than
the US irwvasion of Panama.

"Al the time when the UN
and the US reacted (to the
August 2 invasion of Kuwait),
there was simply nothing to
differentiate Saddam Hussein's
invasion of Kuwait from the US
invasion of Panama.

“Casualties were about on
the same scale, maybe a little
worse in Panama. If there
hadn't been such a strong
reaction to Saddam Hussein,
it's possible he might have
done what the US did in
Panama and put in a puppet
government .

"Look, we went through the
same story with Manuel
Noricga. Noriega is a very
minor crook compared with

657 raids on its territory
overnight, "aiming al residen-
tial areas.”

A milita spokesman
quoled by the Iraqi News
Agency(INA) said"Vengeance
will be strong and decisive.”

“These crimes cannot go by
without the Americans, their
agents and slaves, paying for
them with their own blood,”

he said.

1 on Sunday said it had
ll‘lﬂ:a'gﬂ'lﬂ‘l three more: allied
ted 164 more
raids on its soil.

Iran meanwhile reported
today that the allics bombed a
major oil refinery and petro-
chemical complex at the
southern Iraqi city of Basra.

"A could to thick black
smoke hung over the area”
this morning. visible from the
western Iranian border, the
Iranian news agency IRNA said.

The Basra complex was [irst
bombed on January 28. IRNA
said.
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: AMMAM, Feb 11: Iraq's
Deputy Prime Minister said on
Sunday was willing to
enter Arab talks on the Gulf
war with no r conditions if
the United States withdrew,
reports Reuter.
"We are prepared to enter
(Arab) negotiations without any

| conditions but we want the

United States not to interfere
in our affairs,” Saadoun Ham-
madi told reporters in re-
sponse to a question.
Hammad{, the highest-level
Iragi official to visit Jordan
since the Gulf war started,
made no mention of a possible
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait

as demanded by UN Security
Council resolutions which
sanctioned the use of foree. .
His proposals seemed to
offer nothing new beyond
President Saddam Hussein's

August 12 proposals that have

been rejected by the US-led
allies.

Hammadi urged Arab coun-
tries to sever diplomatic ties
with the 28-member alliance
bombing Iraq.

"The least Arab countries
can do on a political level is to
boycott diplomatically all coun-
tries of a sion and to re-
ject United Nations Security
Council resolutions that are

Minister Pierre Joxe said Sun-
day that key heads of state in
the multinational coalition
would decide together on
when the allied ground war
would begin in the Gulf, re-
ports AP.

Joxe will go to Washington
on Tuesday to consult will US
Defense Secretary Dick Ch-
‘eney, the Defense Ministry an-
rounced. Cheney also planned
to meel with British Secretary
of Defense Tom King,

In this recent tour of Saudi
Arabia, Cheney did not indicate

Kashmir
militants
declare 5-day
ceasefire

SRINAGAR, Feb 11: Muslim
militants declared a five-day
truce today in their bloody

for Kashmir's seces-
sion form India as a gencral
strike paralysed the snow-cov-
ered valley, reports AFP.

The cease-firc, which has
the backing of several militant
ﬁ:m came a day before

begin to celebrate a
r::gbul festival called Mehraj

force Iraq to withdraw from
Kuwait would start.

The French defense minis-

ter, in a television talk show,
said there were advantages and
disadvantages to prolonging
the current air phase of the
war. '
Prolonging the air war
could help spare lives in a
ground offensive but could also
work against the morals of
waiting ground troops, Joxe
said.

“The final decision will be
made by those who have the
supreme responsibility and it
will not be the ministers of de-
fense,” he said. -

Joxe affirmed France's in-
dependence while remaining a
:R:l coalition ally, during and

r the war.

France was the object of re-
strained criticism during the
months leading up to the war
as it sought to protect its nu-
merous alliances with Arab na-
tions while supporting UN
resolutions t Iraq.

Joxe replaced former De-
fense Minister Jean-Pierre

Chevenement, who resigned’

two weeks ago because of his
opposition to the Gulf war.
Chevenement represented
those in the governing Social-
ist Party who distrust US ini-
tiatives and seek to maintain
an independent French policy.

- Sccrclary

Perez anguished over
civilian plight in Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Fcb 1 ;
General Javier Percz
dc Cuellar expressed anguish
to the Security Council on Fri-
day over the plight of civilians
in lraq and occupiced Kuwait
and said he particularly hoped
weapons of mass destruction

b would not be used in the Gull

conflict, rcports Reuter.

In a sombre, almost dc-
spairing stalcment to council
members during clesed door

consultations he said there was

no sign Iraq was ready to com-
ply with UN Resolutions call-
ing for its withdrawal [rom
Kuwait and the conflict
showed no sign of abating.

A massive military con-
frontationist underway in the
region, with immense implica-
tions for Iraq, Kuwait and,
more widcly, the world as a
whole, he said referring to the
clash between Iraq
United States led Coalition.

This did not mecan diplo-
matic efforts to

the contrary, they nceded Lo
be intensified, said the UN
Chicfl whose statcment was
later made public.

. A namber ol Arab and othcr

and the

resolve tLhe
crisis should be put on hold on

countrics have becn urging a
cease fie, but most council
members are unwilling even to
dcbate the war as long as
Baghdad shows no signs of
complying with the council's
demands.

Urging the belligerents to
abide by the Geneva Conven-
tions, Lhe Seccretary-General
said : "In particular, | would
hope that this conflict will not
result in the use of chemical
weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction. :

Perez de Cucllar told
council members | eannot but
in the present circumstances
draw atteniion to the steadily
worsening plight of the civilian
population of Kuwait whose
sullering has been mounting
since August 2 and of the civil-
ian population in Iraq, which
for three wecks now has been
cxposed to aerial action.

Referring to the Allied
bombing campaign, launched
on Jan 17, he said, "It is
disturbing to hear, from vari-
ous rcports, that civilian casu-
altics arc mounting and that
damage to residential arcas
through out Iraq has becn
widespread

Hammadi seeks US pullout
Iraq ready for talks without conditions

being used to destroy Iraq.” he

said. -
Baghdad last week cut

diplomatic ties with Saudi Ara-

bia.
Door not
closed : V. ;

A report [rom Nicosia says :
Iranian Foreign Minister Alj
Akbar Velayati said on Sunday
that Iraq had not yet closed
the door to a peaceful settle-
ment of the Gulf war.

Velayati's remarks con-
trasted sharply with the
rhetoric from Iraq which said
its decision to fight the US-led
allies was irrevocable.

Speaking from Belgrade to
the American Cable News
Nctwork, Velayati said Iraq's
response to Iranian President
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani's
"ideas for ce” were "not on
the same level that we had ex-
pected.”

He said neutral lran, anx-
fous to enhance its reputation
as a stable and responsible

Chinese mission
for Gulf peace

BEWING, Feb 11: China is
sending a special envoy to
Syria, Turkey, Yugoslavia and
Iran to try to find a peaceful
solution to the Gulf conflict,
the Foreign Ministry said to-
day. reports Reuter.

A spokesman said Vice For-
ciﬁn Minister Yang Fuchang
left this morning.

"During his visit Mr.Yang
Fuchang will convey a message
from: Chinese leaders to the
leaders of the above-men-
tioned four countries and dis-
cuss, ways and possibilities for
an early solution to the Gulf
conflict and restoration of
peace in the area.” the
spokesman said.

- Although it is opposed to
iraq's annexation of Kuwait,
China has repeatedly ex-

its concern about the
war and its desire for restraint

| and a peaceful selution.

peacemaker in a troubled re-
gion, was still optimistic about
winning peace but more time
and effort were needed.
Velayati, in Yugoslavia for a
meeting of the Non-aligned
Movement, said Iran had not
given up hope of a peaceful
settlement to' the erisis,

sparked by Iraq's August 2 in-
vasion of Kuwait.

ht on by the outbreak of war subsides, opponents to the war
oam Chomsky, internationall
rotests, says the war is merely a continuation of the 500-
orld. Washington was never interested in sanctions;

renowned academic and

from

Saddam Hussein, who s a
major gamgster. But Noricga

was on the CIA payroll. they |

thought he was just great
killing people and running
drugs. .. he was just fine uniil
he began to show that he was
lon big for his britches and
stopped obeying US orders

Chomsky satd the US action
in the Gulf was simply an
extension of a longstanding
policy of crushing independeni
nationalism when it surfaces in
region’'s of strategic or
economic importance to the
Us.

"It really takes blindness
not to see this. This is almost
the historical untversal.”

He pointed te many
instances where the US
supported military dictators
with appalling human rights
records, then destroyed them
once no longer served US
interests.

“The list includes Trujilio,
Somoza, Duvalier, Marcos—all
these guys were perfect so

The Baily Star g

Gulf War: Imperialism by Another Name

discounted the
argument that the
multinational force had w0 go
to war with lrag in order o
put right the wrong of
- v

Chomsky has joined the
growing chorus asking why
simtlar international action has

i

rnational Development Re-
search Centre. He has a
Masiers degree In Inte-
rnational Relations from the
University of Kent at Can-

long as they worked for the terbury. England.
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Saddam for good ties with Iran :

President Saddam llusscin has stressed the need for good
Iran-lraq relations in a message sent o lranian Prestdent AN
Akbar Hashemi Ralsanfani, the Imaqgl news agency reported

Monday in a dispatch received In Nicosia, re

‘We hope

ports AFP.

that God will grant success 0 Lhe Muslim pcople

of Iran in thoir cflorts o scrve Islam,” Mr. llussein sald in a

letter marking the
Revolutions.

12th anniversary of lran's Islamic

. - & w
Hammadi arrives in Libya : i
Deputy Prime Minister Sandoun llammadi arrived  at
Benghazd, castern Libya, late Sunday, the official Libyan news

ageney Jana, monilored

in Nicosia,

reported  withoult

indicating the purposc of the duration of the visit, reports

AFT?

Mr. Hammadi, arriving from Jordan, was grocied by Libyan |
Scientific Rescarch Minister Nouri Al-Madani. |le was duc 1o
travel on 1o other North African capftals as woll as 10 Sudan

and Yenwen

Gorbachev's envoy in Baghdad :

President Mikhail S. Gorbachev's personal cnvoy. Yevgen
'rimakov, et Sunday for Baghdad to try o persuade Irag
President Saddam Husscin 1o end the Gull War, Sovict media

reported, stales AJP,

Mcanwhile, in Leningrad, several thousand people rallicd
to protest the war. The prolest also wargetied cfforts by the
Baltic Republics of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia 1o break away

[rom the Sovicet Undon.

Gorbachev warned that the war might exeeed the mandatc

of the United Nations.

Iraq using CNN telephone : m

Cable Ncws Network [CNN) said Sunday that it had It Irag

officials use its satellite telephone bul only

lo arrange visas for

journalisis trying to gct into Irag, reports AFT,

"We have allowed Iraqgi officials o talks on the phone 1o
talk to their Embassy in Amman 1o pass on the names of jour-
nalists sceking ontry to Irag, “CNN spokcsman Steve Haworth
said. The Iraqgis have asked 1o use the phone for other pur-
poscs bul the network refused, Mr. Haworth said.

Iraq yet to down Stealth : s

Cablcsuper sceret Stealth bombers have attacked Iraq every
night since the Gull war started and the Iragis have yet ©
spot one, US ollicials say, reports Reuler.

The F-117 Stealth, a futurist wedge shaped airerafl de-
signed to be invisible 1o rader, dropped Lthe first bombs on |

Baghdad when the war starned

DIYARBAKIR (Turkey): Turkish belly dancer Ayca

-

Tureli, who said she admires the courage of Iragi Presi-

dent Saddam Hussein, performs at the

saray Hotel

which hosts many foreign journalists covering the Gulf
war. Tureli however says that the Gulf war must end,

AFP/UNB pheto

Kuwaitis face
food shortage

RUWEISHED (Jordan), Feb
Il : The Inhabitants of Kuwait
still have supplies of water and
electricity but are running
short of food, Jordanian
refugees said Wednesday as
they arrived at this border post
with Iraq. reports AFP.

Petrol 1s also secarce, they
said. A man said that a filling
station at Al-Ahmadi, about 30
kms [20 miles) south of Kuwait
City, had refused to serve him
more than 30 litres (6.75 im-
perial gallons) of fuel.

it can only be found “very
early in the moming.” said a

young woman who said she had
in the day,

1.300 kilometers (970 miles)
to reach Ruweishid, said
was cven more scarce in !

Water and electricity cur)
are still rare in Kuwait, apart
from in a few strecis of the
capital, they said.

Very lew open o sell
lood and prices rocketed
sald a 48-year-old man whe
had spent 31 years in the Emi-
rale. He said however that he
Med because of allied air raids
r.ather than the

“The prefa homes
of my neighbours were com-
pletely destroyed. Three of
them were k and seven
others were taken W ¥
said Lthe Jordanian
called Said.



