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‘ of national resur

The Communist Party of
(CPB) Sunday

of national resur-

r for a specific time on
basis of consensus of pro-
Miberation democratic forces
on some important political.
economic and social issues,

BSS. .

In its election manifesto re-
leased yesterday, the party said
such a government was needed
to clean the vices of indisci-
pline, irregularitics and plun-
dering of resources of the
ousted president Ershad and
his accomplices.

Outlining a 15-point pro-
gramme cncompassing all
aspects of national life includ-
ing political. social. economic,
defence and foreign policy. the
CPB pledged to restore par-
Hamentary democracy, and
spirit of the Liberation War
with a view to stopping recur
rence of military coup for

way with

ments that changed fundamen-
tal elements of democracy, in-
sccularism.

The CPB pledged 1o repeal
Special Powers Act, Press and
Publications Act, Drama Con-
trol Ordinance, besides all
other draconian laws contrary
to fundamental rights.

It said none would be de-
tained without trial for an in-
definite period nor ban could
be imposed on any political
party without specific allega-
tion in accordance with consti-
tutional provision.

The manifesto said the

party would ensure full free-
dom of the press and make the
press council more active so
that the ptess behave with re-
sponsibility while the radio
and television would be con-
verted into avtonomous organ-
isations.

On defence policy. the CPB
said it is in favour of building a

stro and effective defence
force from politics so that
the is nol used In nncon-

stitutional activities for politi-
cal end.

On the economic front, the
CPB would take tmmedtate and
necessary steps (o remove
poverty increasing the growth
rale. The party emphasised on
removing the past i{rregulari-
ties and indiscipline, particu-
larly these of the Ershad
regime.

With a view to building an
infrastructure, the CPB pro-
poscd for giving democracy an
institutional shape at all level,
through frec and fair clections,

The manifesto outlined sev-
eral sieps, inchuding reduction
ol expenses in the unproduc-
tive seclor. attainment of op-
timum level of production. in-
creasing savings and ecxports,
mobilisation of internal re-
sources, stopping waslage and
removing the state of anarchy
in the banking sector.

It said the foreign aid has to
be continued consistent with
national priority while public
scctor is to be made more effi-
cient and a profitable, concern.

The CPB said Government
investment has to be {ncreased
in profitable sectors for expe-
ditious industrialisation and

gthening

sicps have to be taken to in:
troduce a new industrial pol-
icy replacing the present one.

It pleaded for taking all
possible steps to fulfil immedi-
ately demands of the workers
and e and encourag-
ing healthy and responsible
trade unfon. :

The CPB said it Is in favour

of loreign investment in na-
tional interest.

The party outlined a policy
of making more allocation in
the agricultural sector, ﬁmvi
sion of subsidy on agricultural
inputs consistent with the

price of the agri-products.
Fixation of prices of agricul-
tural commoditics like jute,
sugarcane and paddy consjder-
ing the cost of their produc-
tion and il necessary. purchas-
ing those items by the gov-
ernment. .

The CPB pledged to exempt
agriculture loan upto Taka
5000 and the amount of inter-
est on agriculture loan upto
Taka 10.000.

The party programme to
remove rty include stren-
the food-for-work
programme, vulnerable group
feeding and creation of job
opportunities reviving the
rural economy and expansion
ol industrial sector.

On human resources devel-
opment. the CPB would take
steps to make enhanced allo-
cation in the health and cdu-
ecalion sectors curtailing the
cxpenses in non-development
sCCclors. .

It imphasised universal

primary education and a crash

- Organisalion

programme o remove illter

mised Lo initi-

ment of rights
of the women in all res of
national life and check all
kinds of on them.

On administration, the CPB
said the persons appoinied in
the administration would be
considered as employees of
the republie. A ncutral, effi-
cient and corruption-free ad-
ministration free from bureau-
cratic interference but ac-
countable would be set up at all
levels. the mantfesto added.

Spelling oul the party policy
towards religious minority and
national minority, the CPB said
it would compleicly ban eom-
munal activitics and publicity
and take sterm action against
such acis.

The CPB said 1t wonld give
recognition to the just de-
mands of the minority com-
munily and repeal the vested
properly act.

On judiclary. the party
would separate judiciary [rom
the executive, establish rule of
law and ensure power of the
supreme court to give inter-
pretation of all laws, and amed
existing penal code for making
justice easily avatlable and ex-
peditious.

The CPB would advocate
Non-Aligned Foreign Policy to
improve relations with all
countries and said it would in-
crease the role of Bangladesh
in the Non-Aligned Movement,
of Islamic
Conference and SAARC.

The party said it would take
initlatives to resolve oulstand-

ay.
The CPB
ate the

Mid-term review
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economy in the context of the

agreed “eriteria”. The review
will be completed by the Fund
by March. It will cover
progress in implementation of
tax and [linancial sector re-
forms public sector investment
programme, and exchange ratc
policy.

New performance criteria
for the second year of the
ESAF programme will be set
aflter more claborate - discus-
stons.

UNB adds : IMF has indi-
cated that it would expedite
release of funds under the En-
hanced Structural Adjustment
Facility (ESAF) arrangement Lo
Bangladesh to help the coun-
try’'s balance of payment situa-
tion battered by the Gull war.

Official sources said the vis-
iting high level IMF delegation
indicated during meetings
with local officials that the
Fund would consider early dis-
bursement of the second in-
stalment of 43.12 million SDR,
equivalent o about 56 million
US Dollar, due in April.

‘It also hinted of frontload-
. ing disbursement of the third

APSU demands
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saturday night meeting of
APSU Jeaders to avoid con-
frontation before parliamentary
polls on February 27.

Al a at the Zero Point
the APSU leaders demanded
trial of Ershad before parlia-
mentary polls and immediate
shifting of the former presi-
dent to jail. The student lead-
ers also threatened mass
movement if the government
fatled to comply.

Awami League-backed
Chhatra League (S-A) president
Shah Alam, Assistant General
Secretary of the Dhaka
University Central Students
Union  (DUCSU) and BNP's
student  front Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal JCD) joint con-
venor Najimuddin Alam and
Jatlya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-
~ Inu)-su Chhatra League
{N-S) general secretary Shali
Ahmed addressed the rally.

The APSU procession star-
ted from Madhur Canteen of
Dhaka University and reached
the Zero Point via Kazi Nazrul
Islam Avenue and Topkhana
Road. The processionits carr-
fed a banner which read: Try
and shift Ershad to jail
immediately.” No placard was
seen.

Programme

The APSU will observe 'the
autocracy resistance day’ on
14. :
Demonstrations and rallies
will be held on the day all over
the country. Centrally the
APSU will hold a rally in Dhaka
University campus. .
The APSU will also observe
"Shaheed Basunia Day” on
February 13 in observance of

the fifth death anniversary of
Shaheed Rawfun Basunia a
leader of Jatiya Chhatra League.
APSU will hold rally and dis-
cussions on the B:Emtidnir tt:
tributes to sunia,
ﬁq killed in 1986 in Dhaka
University campus by some
armed miscreants.

semi annual instalment
amounting 56 million US Dol-
lar which is scheduled 1o be
rcleased afier August.

Sources also said that comi-
pensation from the World Bank
will also be sought when Eco-
nomi¢ Relations Division
(ERD) Sccretary Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury meets the bank ol-
ficials end this weck.

Chowdhury leaves on Tucs-
day for the US capital leading a
six-member high level delega-
tion to negotiate three credits
with the IDA (International
Development Association). '

Sources said that during the
review of ESAF programme.
IMF sidc appreciated the gov-
ernment’'s performance of
handling cconomy in the midst
of thé Gulf crists, they added.

Maintaining current c¢x-
penditure within the budgetary.
limit and kceping the foreign
exchange reserve al a stable

level were appreciated inpar-
ticular.

IMF and World Bank
pledged to provide compen-
satory financing to Bangladesh
o face the adverse impact of
the Gull crisis and recom-
mended other donors to do so
during the mid-term review of
donors here in last November.

US Embassy |
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It said the US Government
wanted the elections to "be
free and fair and that nomina-
tion procedures be strictly
suided by law and the Consti-
tution so as to permit the
fullest expression of the will of
the people of Bangladesh’.

Reiterating the longstand-
ing commitment to human
rights, the statement said the
US had never been motivated
by favouritism or by political
preference in raising human
rights concerns.

Court moved
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s
Division Bench of the High
Court Division comprising

Justice Alnxlul Bari Sarker and
Justice Habibur Rahman Khan

on Sunday.

It appears from the grounds
of quashing that under Rule 3
of Arms Rule 1924, President,
Supreme Commander ol the
Armed Forces and Prime
Minister. are exempted for lile
from the operation of Sections
13 to 15 (Prohibition of going
armed without licence) of the
Arms Acl 1878.

Further grounds are that
the arms were not recovered
from the possession of Ershad
but were handed over to the
committec headed by the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate by
Mastafizur Rahman, a brother-
in-law of Ershad on December
24, \wo days prior to the ex-
piry of the deadline set by the
government for the surrender
of illegal arms.

The court will resume
hearing today (Monday).

Hearing of the eriminal case
against Ershad is fixed for
February 16 before the Special
Tribunal No. I, Dhaka.
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Iraq'sno
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closed.”

Ralsanjani received Saddam
Hussein's reply to his proposal
on Saturday of the plan during
a visit to Tehran by Iraqi
Deputy Premier Saadoun
Hammadi. No details have been
publicly disclosed. :

In Riyadh US Defence Sec-

retary Dick Cheney said today

that the United States and its

allies could launch ground at-
tacks on Iraqi forces in Kuwait
if allied planes and missiles
started running out of targets.
Me ruled out-a pause or ccase-
fire in the war.

After a day and half of con-
sultations with US comman-
ders in Saudi Arabia, Chcney
lold a news conference that at
least ‘for the moment allied air
power was still effectivé in
wearing down Iraq's military
machine.

"The capability of US air
power to do damage to (Iraqi
President) Saddam Hussein's
forces is still considerable and
| think it {the air campaign)
will continue,” he said.

"{But) there's a point of di-
minishing returns, when
you've struck all the targets
yon can strike from the air,
when you've done everything
you can to limit his resupply...
when you might then have to
use other forces to achieve
your objectives.”

Cheney came Lo Saudi Ara-
bia o ask his commanders f
the time was ripe for a land
offensive to drive Iraqi troops
[rom Kuwait but gave no indi-
cation when ground operations
might begin.

The timing is critically im-
portant because ground fight-
ing would produce much
heavier allicd casualties and
politiclians lear that this could

vndermine domestic support
for the war.

“That's a decision the Pres-
ident will take in consultation
with King Fahd (ol Saudi Ara-
bia).” Cheney said. -

Cheney said allied planes,
flying more than 57,000 sor-
tics against lraq over 24 days
had made good progress
against the elite Republican
Guard, widely seen as the
yardstick for Iraq's ability to
resist a ground attack.

Some allicd officers have
suggested the allies may have
to make limited ground at-
tacks on Iraqi lines simply o
draw them out of their de-
fences.

Cheney was speaking al a
press confercnce at the end of
a 48-hour visit to Saudi Arabia
with the Chairman ol the US
Joint Chiels of Stafl, General
Colin Powell, to assess the
progiess of the Gull war now
in its 25th day.

India using CHT

‘problem

By Staff Correspondent

Justice Abdur Rahman
C howdhury on Sunday said In-
dia was using the Hill Tract
roblem as a leve to inter-
ere in Bangladesh affairs.
Speaking as the chief guest
at a discussion meeting on
"Chittagong Hill Tracts : Prob-
l'ms and Solution ", he said
army was necessary to kecep
thal region intact. But, he said,

« he "does not support that the

tribals live in armv protected
claster villages.”
Selim Samad. a journalist.

saicdl democracy was yet to

Shahabuddin

From Page 1 Col 8
peacc and. order during the
polls.

lie said in the event of any
electoral malpractice in any
centre repolling would be
held.

Justice Shahabuddin, said
the Union Parishad or Pour-
ashava would be dissolved in
case of its failure to assist the
authorities in maintaining
peace and discipline,

Cabinel Secretary Siddigqur
Rahman, Home Secretary MA
Sayeed, Inspector-General of
Police AM Chowdhury and
Divisional Commissioner of
Chittagong MA Bari were,
among others, nt.

Later. the Acting President
visited the district judges
court of Comilla where he was
the district judge 26 years ago.

The local ainjibi samity ac-
vorded him a spontaneous re-
ception. Speaking on the oc-
casion he urged the lawyers o
help create a strong public
opinion for peaceful. free and
fair polls.

work in Chittagong 11ill Tracts.
He said journalists were nol al-
lowed to send news from there
without censorship.

Justice Chowdhury said,
"the tribals have been given
autonomy to a great extent, but
still they are pressing for more
autonomy which is illogical.”
But Selim contradicted him by
saying that the bill passed by
the last parliament during the
Ershad regime had not men-
tioned any autondmy for the
tribals.

The

spcakers however

Imughl peaceful solution to the

I1ill Tract problem through
talks. said the problem
should be seen from a humani-
tarian angle. -

" The discussion meeting was
arranged by Ganotantrik Forum
alt the seminar room of
Teacher-Students Centre
(TSC) of Dhaka University.

NCBs
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1990,

Banking sourccs said the
government would need to
give at least Taka 1300 crore
in bonds to support the NCHs
for provisioning against their
loan . This amount will
be in addition to what the
NCBs themselves provided for
out of their own funds. Capital
restructuring will need over
Taka 350 crore in bonds..

Official sources said both
capital restructuring and ade-
quate provisions for non-per-
forming assets (credits) would
improve the financial strength
of the NCBs. This arrangement
will alse protect the interesis
of the depositors, they added.

The Buaily Star
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ence

ltke sharing of
the Ganges waler, Talpatly and
Tinbigha carefully upholding
the national intepest. The party
would also take sicps o re-
solve the issues of sharing as-
sets and repatriation of
stranded Pakistanis.

On the of natonal-

fsm, the CPD st upheid
the Bengalee n.m and
palronise at

pledged to
Government level the lowr-

ishment of national culture.

Argument on
Moudud's

detention ends
Supreme Colart

Correspondent
Aminul H . Altorney
Genecral conclu his argu-
ments on S in Maudud

Ahmed's detention case.

A Diviston Bench of the
High Court Division compris-
ing Justice Ismail Uddin
Sarker and Justice Md Badrz-
zaman heard the matter for
five days and started delivering
judgement in the former Vice-
President’'s delention case.
The court is lkely to conelude
the judgement today (Monday).

Earlier Aminul Haque sub-
mitted that the detention of
former Vice-President was le-
gal. justified and was necessary
for greater iInterest of the
country.

Mr Rafiqul Haque, senior
Counsel assisted by Azizul
Haque and others appeared for
the petitfoner. Aminul Haque
Attorncy General assisted by
Abdul Wadud Bhuyan, Addi-

1 tivnal Attorney Gencral and

others appeared to oppose the
rule |

Intruders
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were tending a herd of cattle
in the border village of Shial-

mara under Chapainawabganj

district. The miscreants were |

armed with sticks, dao, spears
and fircarms. On hearing the
screams of the cowboys, two
special mobile units of BDR
from Sonamasjid Border Out-
post surroun the miscre-
ants.

Facing an awkward situa-
ton, the Indian miscreants hit
back by throwing three to four
hand bombs and firing four to
five rounds of pistol shots.
They also usced sharp weapons
indiscriminately injuring three
Bangladeshi citizens. The BODR
was compelled to epen fire 1o
protect their lives and prop-
erty and to bring the situation
under control. As a resull, one
Indian miscreant died on the
spot and scveral others were
injured. At onc stage. the in-

jured miscreants along with

others managed to flee. The
body was handed over to the
Indian Hnrﬁlcr Security Force.

7-hour strike
From Page | Col 8
on Sunday.

Protesting the promulgation
of the Newspaper Employees
(Condttion of Services) Act
(Amendment), 1991, the
meeting called upon the
interim government to with-
draw the ordinance and an-
nounce the Wage Board award
in order to ensure a pecaceful
and stable environment in the
industry.

In a statement. Reazuddin
Ahmed and Amanullah Kabir,
president and secretary gen-
eral of BFUJ, Zahirul Haq and
Ruhul Amin Gazi. president
and general secre of DUJ.
Mosharral Hossain and Bazhr
Rahman Mian of BNPWF and
Jahangir Kabir and Mir Moza-
mmel Hossain, president and
general secretary of BNEF
expressed concern at the
promulgation of the ordinance
instead of announcing the [inal
Wage Board award, as a delay:
ing tactic.

Terming it as an undemo-
cratic move, the leaders said
the decision to announce the
final Wage Board award in
three months in place of one
month will lead to unrest in
the industry.

The leaders said the news-
paper owners were engaged in
a conspiracy to [oil the Wage
Board award and deprive the
newspapermen of their due
rights. By promulgating of the
ordirance, the interim gov-
ernment had-strengthened the
hands of the conspirators, they
added.

On the other hand. they
said. the interim gnvcrnmr.nl;[
had ted the demands o
vnrkit‘:e;suhuinml groups in-
cluding extra dearness al-
lowance o the government
employccs. The meecting lelt
that there had been no con-
straints in the way of announc-
ing the final Wage Board award
for the newspaper employees.

In protest against the deci-
sion, newspapermen will ob-
serve token strike and hold

mee and rnlhi- from 10
to today. nt
:nmhu u:“nhad mﬂ.l:':lbrlﬂ

be held at the National Press
Club at 11 n.'n;ln:hy nml:I
procession wi ou
after the .rally which will
march to the President's Sce-
retariat. an':'"uwm ,h“-l thw
NEWS i pers T-page
jssues, the meeting decided.

begins Feb 16 ?

Prestdent Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed has as-
sured the students that Ershad
' would be brought to trial on
 February 16, a lop student
' lcader satd Sunday. reports
UNIL.

Shahe Alam. President of
the pro-Awami League Bang-
lndesh Chhatra League BCL (A-
A) disclosed this at a students
rally at the Gulistan arca
Sunday.

I'rial of avlocratic Ershad
will 1ake place ahead of the
parliamentary clections and 1t
will start on February 16, -
Alam told the rally of All Party
Studenis Unity (APSU) organ-
ised 1o hasten the transfer of
the former president, now in-
terned in a swank Gulshan villa
to the eentral jail and his trial.

The DBCL President, how-
ever, did not elaborate.

A 17-member delegation of
teachers, Syndicate members,
Provosts and student lcaders of
Dhaka University led Its
Vice Chancellor called on
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed. at the
President’'s Secretariat on

' February 5.

10 injured in
launch dacoity

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, Feb 10 : At least

10 launch passengers includ-
ing two crew were injured

when dacoits attacked them

pn way Lo Taltoli [rom
Patnakhali on Saturday mid-

One of the injured was ad-
mitted 1o Talioli upazila hospi-
tal.

Hasina
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Some 1l thousand new schools
were eslablished and 40,000
tcachers recrufted in these
schools, she added.

She said the Bangabandhu
government had exepted land
tax upto 25 bighas. But she al-
leged "Zia, after coming to
power removing Bangabandhu
illcgally. cance the exemp-
tion".

The Awami Leaguc leader
was clectioncering here on the
third day of her five-day tour of
the country's northern region.

Earlier, on way to
Gaibandha from Bogra, Hasina
also addressed a public meet-
ing at Mokamtola in Shibganj
upazila and wayside gatherings
al Gokul, Mahasthangarh, and
Chondihara in Bogra sadar

upazila.
Mizan
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said that the absconding
former ministers had no direct
conncction with him. They
rollected their nomination
papers through their represe-
ntatives from the party, he
added.

The 12-point programmes
of the party announced Sunday
included : appropriate balance
between the president and
parliament; cxpansion of in-
dustries to lessen the depen-
dency on the foreign goods,
full implementation of the land
rclorms policy for increasing
agricultural output: a loreign
policy on the basis of

L "lriendship to all and no enim-

ity to any one’; development of
armed forees with modern
technology and equipment for
safeguarding the indepen-
dence and sovereigniy of the
country: a labour policy for
creating good rclation between
workers and employers: an
education policy compatible
with the aspiration of an indc-
pendent nation; separation of
judiciary from the executive;
ensuring health for all by the
end of the year 2000; devel-
opment of women folk of the
society ; building up a produc-
tion oriented youth force and
implementation ol the Jamuna
‘multipurpose bridge projects.
press conference was
also attended by party acting
sccrelary ABM Shahjahan,
Shamsuzzaman Minto, Abdus
Salam. Umme Kulsum Salsabil

Hena, Shamim Al Mamun
Shafiqul Islam Babu and Amena
[3ari.

Programme

The Jattya Party is prepar-
ing for a massive demonstra-
tion on February 16 - the date
sct for placing Ershad before a
special tribunal.

Mizan Chowdhury replying
to a questions in Lhe press
conference on Sunday de-
manded the immediate release
of Ershad so that he could visit
his constituencies before the
elections.

Mizan Chowdhury said that

the S - Powers Act of
1974 was by former
president Ershad just before
his but the pre-
senl was still ex-
ercising the act to arrest the
JP ministers.

demanded immediate recovery
of lllcgal arms.
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NEW DELHI. Feb 10: Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar -

day delended his controversial decision 10 let US
planes refuel in India citing "humanitarian
being refuclled on humanftarian grounds and the
ndtan) government has ensured that they

NEsS wWere

grounds ”
do not carry lethal

military hardware.” the PTI guoted the prime minister as

saying. reports AFP.

- Hunger strike to delay trial

BEWJING. Feb 10: A leading democracy activist charged

with sedition has gone on a

sirtke o delay the start of

his trial. a Chinese source Sunday. Chen Ziming 38,

started his hunger sirtke Thursday. The source. a

who
reports AP.

spoke on conditton of anonymity, did not give any
about his health. Chen's trial is scheduled 10 begin

relative
details
Monday.

Four killed in Kashmir

SRINAGAR. Feb 10: Four
and a securityman were kil

including two milftants
and four others, in the

last 24 hours in unabatld violence which continued to rock”
parts of Jammu and Kashmir. The security was pul on Maxi-
mum alert on the eve of militant-sponsored bandh. reports

Pil

VILNIUS{Sovict Union), Feb
10: An overwhelming majority
of Lithuanians dcficd the
Kremlin and voted for inde-
pendence in a national poll on
Saturday, according to preclim-
inary resulls, reports Reuter,

A parllamcntacy spoke-
swoman said «arly Lhis
morning Lthat just vver 81 per
cent of those Luking part had
voted in favour of Lithuania be-
coming an independent,
democratic republic.

That 1~ .. huge, huge major-
'“-rc l}!.' L AR iﬂd‘"‘ll Ihﬂl R7
per cent ol the voles had been
counted so far.

It was not® immedialcly
clear how many of the 2.75
million cligible voters had
taken part.

The poll organisced by the
republic’s nationalist govern-
ment took place despite being
declared flicgal by Sovict 'res

ident Mikhail Gorbachev.

The [inal results are ox
pected lomorrow.,

The vole for independence
had been widely predicted —
80 per cont of the republic's
population arc ethnic Lithuani-
ans.

Anti-Moscow [ccling has
heightened following the So-
vict armys’ scizurce of Lithua-
nia's ievision centre on Jan-
uary 13 in an opcration in
which 13 unarmcd civilians
were killed.

Ex-VP of JU
hall arrested

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, Feb 10 : Ex-
VP of Bnrhnt-ﬂa:lj:hl":::l
Chhatra Sangsad o -
rnagar University Mubammad
Shafiqur Rahman was arrested
al DBarhatta upazila town
yesterday, officer in-charge of
Barhatta police station said.

| Lithuanians vote
for independence

Polling passcd ofl without
incident despite fears that the
Soviet army might Lry lo dis-
rupt the proccedings.

FSimilat volcs are schedulod
in Latvia and Estonia, which
togcther with Lithuania were
absorbed into the Soviet Union
in 1940 aller a scerel Soviel
pact with Nazi Germany.All
three republics are to
break links with the Kremlin.

JP men trying
to disrupt
polls: Menon

By Staff Correspondent

Five-Party leader and Gen-
eral Secretary of Workers Party
Rashed Khan Menon has said
the Party and the associ-
ates of the former president
Ershad are trying disrupt the
cnsuing elections. '

Menon was addressing a
public meeting at Shagard! in

Barisal Sunday. a press relcase
said.

He also said only the im-
plementation of the rules
relating to elections can

ensure people’s participation

in elections.

If voted to power, Menon
said. Five-Party would change
the election system so that
poor people could icipate
in the elections casily .

P’resided over by Mr Sultan
Ahmed the meeting was also
addressed by Profl Abdus Sat-
tar, Nazrul Haq Nilu and Mah-
mud Alam.

Slum gutted

By Staff Correspondent

A slum area at Mirpur
Scclor ﬂ;wl'ﬂlhm Ci
wiis @t a on -8
A women was slightly bursi.
fir the fire.

From Page 1 Col §

under the deposed President
to show respect to democracy.
I3ut, she said, some partics had
participated in election under
autocratic Ershad through se-
crel entente to prolong his
stay in power and enjoyed
state factlities making up op-
position groups in the contro-
versial parllament.

The BNP leader traced back
the failure of Awami League
regime saying this period was
marked by famine, nnc-pul;'l'y
rulc. press crub, largescale
looting and repression on in-
nnenl people Ey private bahi-
nis.

She said this party which
preach sccularism had re-
sorted to looting of the prop-
erty of minority community

and damaged Hindu temples

JP snatched nghts

and tried for his misdeeds”.

Begnm Zin said reilerating her
earlier demand.

Begum Zia was accorded a
rousing reception on her ar-
rival at Mymensingh town.

Thousands of people stood
along the streets while many
others gathered on balconics
and roofltops of buildings. At
times, the crowd blocked Be-

meclings and wayside gather-
ings. including at Masterban
Bazar and Bhabanipur of
Gazipur district, Is-
lamia High School [ield,
Bhaluka Degree college
maidan, Darirampur High
School premises at Trishal and
Churkhai bus stand on the out-



