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Prague: A Dazzling Jewel

HALF  cxpected Prag-
ucto be fesioconed iIn
bunting, with nightly firc-
works and beer sieins
clunking in the tavcerns in
ccichration of the city's return
to Middlc Europe, its cilizens
like Institutionalised
lifers ., squinting at the sun,
wobbly on their legs, thelr
arms looped roeund playwright,
liberator and president Vaclav
Havel

Dut Praguc has rccovered
from s festive and
the carly cuphoria is already
tempered by rising prices.
There's even a hint of mourn-
i r the demise ol state
cosscling, not to mcntion the

ng
loss of subsidics on cv-
mﬁm millk to music,

. .
B :-I > * ".'..
E g -
R i : -
i

Visitors

For the visitor, howbwer,
matters ol state are overshad-
owed by "The Golden.”
In an all-cities, all-comers
beauty contest, Praguc would
win all cups, laurcls, crowns

the stone crown ol the world®
sits in more than a Uime warp.
it is a city frozen in history,
unscarrcd by war, revolution

or, as yct, devclopers from the
West.

Czechoslovakia's capital city is a living
museum of the Middle Ages.

and glittering orbs. IL is a mu-
scum of enormous bcauty, a
harmony of styles, ol baroque
domes blending with gothic
spires, of the romanesquc with
the renaissance, plus a galaxy
of art nouveau buildings, richer
even than Vienna.

Goecthe's “Prettiest gem in
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the old town hall's astrological clock.

The West German presence
in already well established. D-
plate Mcreedes can be spotted
in the lincs of biscuit-lin Sko-
das, and the ncwspapcr
columns arc full of "1 buy your
flat. Name your price. | in

only afford a holcl, so he com-
promiscd on a dining room
with siyle.

The Europa is in Nove
Mcsto, the New Town-new,
that is in the sense of only go-
ing back to the 14th century.
It stands on Vaclavske Na-
mesti, Wencesals Square,
which isn’t a squarc at all bul
'raguc’'s Champs-Elysecs, mi-
nus the chic. It is also
Czechoslovakia's political epi-
centre, an arca of change, with
lowers garlanding the statuc
of good King Wenceslas on
horscback, and a constant
crowd surrounding Jan
Palach’'s memorial, where can-
dics provide a parterre of
mclled wax.

Praguc's old town is cen-
tred around the statue of reli-
gious reformer Jan llus,
burned at the stake in the
15th century, in the middle of
Staromestske Namesti, the old
Town Square, an archilectural
wonder from the Middle Ages
whosc langerine peppermint,

in the World's Crown

mousc-grey and mullet-red
builldings make cven a grey day
colourful. It has all been re-
ccnlly restored, and the adja-
ocnt sirects still smell of
buflders’ dust and wet plaster .
Don't miss the hourly parade of
aposiics on the astrological
clock on the old town hall.

The gently humped Charles
Bridge, linced wilh saints
turned to baroque stone and
wilh buskers and tradcrs
awakcned by the clarion of free
enterprise, leads to the mis-
lcadingly namcd Lesscr Town,
the Mala Strana, with its
wealth of baroque palaces,

commandecred as em-
bassics. The hugely ornale St
Nicholas church pink mar-
ble, gold (rimmings and
cherubic statuary, is dazzling
o behold.

The restorers have also
been at work on  the cobbled
strects wrought-iron stireet
lamps and cloistcred

ments of Castle IHill,
Iradcany, where the official

residence of the t is
situated. Ilis sport new
pale-blue uni

the man , a [riend of llavel's
who did the costumes for
Amadcus.

Walk through the castle

Travel and Leisure

ral, the Ghiberti-
style doors of its looming
ﬁ.hl‘-nh.ﬂtmﬂum
ine buflding is the 10th-cen-
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Munchkin houses,
built into the original castle

E

Much of remains cx-
actly as it must have lpoked in
Mozart’s day. In the Villa Ber-
tramka, summcr residence of
the composer's patrons, the
Duskovych family, | touched
the keys of the clavichord on
which Mozart complcted his
Don Glovanni just seven hours

before its premicre in the Tyl
theatre. s

Mozart would have walked
through Petrin Gardens, lol-
lowing the uphill path to
liradcany, past the apple or-
chards and hay balcs which
still stand In thc middie of the
cily. Make sure you catch the
vicw [rom Lhe Ncbozizek cale's
terrace, of the city's green
domes, onfon lops and cupolas
edged with gold, a hundred
prickly spircs and damscl-in -
distress turrcis, huddics of red
pantfles lcading down tlo Lhe
river. But sce il before free en-
terprise sinks its tecth Into
the fabric, before the high-
riscs casl their shadows and
the city walls advertise ncws of
cornflmkes rather than con-
ccris. The crancs are already

courtyard to St Vitus Cathe- flying —D. W.
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hildren and

video films

Tulip Ibrahim
OW docs scx and Ptr'T thc meost contro-
violcnec of the video versial of such video fims are
films affect our the Hindl oncs. Next come
children? This is a common some of the English and
qucstion among the nts thriller Mims. The znﬂl‘l
and guardians of today. films, however, maintain some
There are plenty of video decency in this . In
fiims available at the vidco Bengalli or Hindi ms oOnc
clubs. As an indoor recreation, . Uhe

quite often we bring in video
cassciles Lo spend our lefsure
hours. The whole family sits
together: the young and the
old 10 cnjoy the film. Hindi
films which arc most popular
usually contain scencs of raw
violcnee and scx. do
more harm to children than
the intended pleasure of the
leisure hours. Some of thesc
films arc ccriainly unsuitable
for the children.

Isn't it our duty lo protect
the children from walching
somcthing that may harm their
cmotional growth? We can
avoid showing to our children
the scenes ol gruesome mur-
ders, hall-rapes, low-natured
characters playing up to social
vices and so on.

films have a somcwhal
proceeding for vio

Twre scx abuse 0 a
ending. The message

owl on these Nms can
transkted as such Women
scxual objects o be used
abused by

A

the and

hawe slores o

can bring these for

dren. There arc some
vidkco films available
much better In imaginat
As conscious parcnts
is o roar

sﬂcﬂ:ﬁr‘:’

also need a

are. We

Members of a family watching a video film R -,I
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Sinulog of Cebu

Cebu is the second most
important business centre
in the Philippines after
the capital Metro Manila
and is the commercial
hub for the Yisayas and
most southern half of the

country.

EBU’s January now - a-
‘ is ncver complele
without the ccicbration
of the [amous Sinulog festival.
Evcery third Sunday ol January,
when the feast of the lHoly
Child is celcbrated, the sight
of the Sinulog, danced cn
massc by hordes of revelers is
simply awcsome. Local and
forcign tourists alike Mock to
Cebu during January to witness
this amazing show of pomp
and pagcantry, bul the Sto.
Nino's fcastday is not the only
occasion for Lthem to wilncss
this mesmerizing dance.
Anytime of the day, any day
of the year, visilors arc bound
to scce the Sinulog being

Wave Dancing
through the
Centuries

danced in almost all churches
in Cebu. More often than not,
the church of the Sto. Nino in
Cebu City is where you'll find
this graccful, swaying dance
being performed by moslly
ciderly women. A group of
these old women, many of
them widows, thrust candics
al visitors, cnjoining them to
buy. The sale of a candle from
one of them.cventually ushers
a quick round ol questions. For
whom is the candlc? For whal
intent?

The vendor then performs a
dance, featuring centurics-old

rouline Muid motions
in a four-count, three-step
beat. The old, wizened vendor
dances the graceful Sinulog
waving the candle (or candics)
in her hand and murmurs a

yer to the Sto. Nino for the
visitor's well-being and good
intentions.

The Sinulog, showing a
flowing, wave-like motion, is
probably taken aller the word
"sulog”, the Cebuano word for
flow, current or wave. Gracclul
forward and backward molions
vividly picture the ebb and flow
ol wavces.,

For the pre-Spanish rruﬁ
Ccbuanos, the small statue of °
the Sto. Nino was cventually
regarded as a min god. and for
llim, Lthey came lo perform the
ritual dance prowiously re-
scrved for their own divinity

in 1983, this ritual dance
was parlayed and packaged
into an island-widc aflair, an
explosion of colour, sound and
antry called the Sinulog
tival, which has ncever fadled
lo atiract hordes of visftors to
the island cvery January.

The Sinulog dance then be-
comes a spectacie, bul during
ordinary days, when you want a
hearticlt communion with re-
liglon and native folklore,
scarch for the answer amid
clumps of old women sclling
candles in the churches. In the
simplicity of their dance and
in their down-to-carth com-
pany, the Sinulog takes on a
dceper, more personal mean-
ing - M. J.

PLO call to hit
western

interests

NICOSIA, Fcb 9 : A scnilor
PLO official on Friday called for
attacks against the inicrests in
the Arab world of members of
the 28-nations, US-led
coalition fighting Iraq to force
it fram Kuwail, stalc radio
Baghdad reporied, says Reuler.

it said PLO executives
commitieec mcmber Yasscr
Abed-Rabbo "emphasised the
nced for confrontation with
countries fighting Iraq, which
should include striking at the

intcrests ol these countries

throughout the Arab region.”

Abed-Rabbo made his re-
marks during talks in Bahgdad
with Iraqi Forcign Minisler:
Tarcq Aziz. Iraq has rcpeatedly
called on its supporters 1o
strike western intercsts.

“There was a discussion of
the means of co-ordination,
since the battle Iraq is eur-
rently fighting against the
forces of injustice and tyranny
is a joint baitle”, said the radio,
monftored by the British
Broadcasting Corporation.

The Palestine Liberation

tion views Iraq as its

main backer. insists

that the Gulf crisis must be

scitled by linkage to other

middic cast issucs, especially
Palcstine.

" high technology

Mulroney for

%lobal summit
o stop use of

deadly weapons

OTTAWA, Fcb 9 : Canadian
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney
on Friday called for a global
summit to stem the flow on
arms and
weapons of mass destruction
to countrics such as lraq, rc-
poris Reuter.

Mulroney said he would
proposc next week to UN Sce-
retary-General Javier Perez de
Cucllar that a summit, with the
possibility of onc or more fol-
low-up mectings, be convencd
soon.

"The objeclives is to con-
vence world leaders in order to
mobilise will and to re-encr-
gisc international cflorts that
arc under way to produce re-
sulls urgently,” Mulroncy said
in a address to the confedera-
tion Club, a national political

aflairs organisations.
Mulroncy, who has strongly

supported the war to drive

from Kuwait, said one of
the main lessons of the con-
flict is how destabilising and
dangerous high-technology
weapons arc when they [all
into the wrong hands.

He said Iraq, which has
more combat aircraft than
Germany, France or the United
Kingdom has bought most of
its arscnal from the five per-
mancnt members of the
United Nations Sccurily Coun-
cil.

RUWEISHED (Jordan), Feb 8 :
Haunted by images of
coffins carried on Iraqi
taxis, refugees arrived in
Jordan saying their escape
from the "raids of death” in
Kuwait and lraq fulfilled a
cherished dreams. reports
Reuter.

‘It is a jungle there. Leaving
Kuwait and the raids of
deaths was a dream,’ said
Jordanian Makram Najim
Osta, 38, who was with her
husband and five children
in car crammed with suit-
cases, books and dolls.

She and the children said they
saw dozens of coflins on
Iraq's Basra-Ramada high-
way on Tuesday during long

. flight from Kuwait.

The coffins apparently bore
bodies of those being car-
ried home for burial by rela-
tives.

"“"We saw coffins carried on top
of Iraq taxis and civilian
cars. Some were wrapped
in white pieces of cloth and
others in Iragi flags ." Osta
said. She said some of the
flags read "martyr” for those

ghosts. You don’t see a sign
of lile in Kuwait at night.

Whole apartment blocks arc
empty. People are either
cramed in a shelter or in a
floor together, " she said.

Some travellers said they had
killed in Allied raids on
Iraq.

Osta said life in Kuwait had be-
come torture.

“The whole residents of my
building would come 'run-
ning to my screams when
the raids started.. I could
not live with it. My six-
year-old son kept on asking
me 'are we going to die,
Mum? She said.

"It is tragic there. People arc
so tired they look Ilike

Gulf crisis

on Iraqi taxts
haunt fleeing refugees

to hide all night in their
cars under bridge on the
main Baghdad-Amman high-
way to wait for a round of
Allied bombing to stop.

"We thought we will die on the
road, We were thinking that
no one would even discover

our bodies under that
bridge”, Osta said.

. Refugees said that unlike in

Iraq there were no sirens in
Kuwait to alert thém to air
raids.

"We wake up on the thud of L

bombardment and on our
houses shaking beneath us.
These are our alerts,” said
Sawssan Adel, a 50-year-old

housewife.

3—00 A: hans start for S. Arabia :

A first batch of about 300 Afghan Mujahidcen gucrillas left
Pakistan for Saudi Arabia Friday to help to defend the muslim
" holy placcs, a Mujahidcen source in Islamabad said, reports
Reutcr.
le said, the first of scveral groups was sent on a special
Saudi flight from Islamabad by the Afghan government-in-ex-
ilc at Riyadh's t. ‘
"It is certain that more such batches will soon be lcaving,”

Wednesday's travellers said.

the Allied forcees had been
concentrating their bom-

bardment lately on bridges
in Iraq. Most said they saw
many bridges destroyed or
heavily damaged.

Osta said, they saw four fires
raging in oil flelds in Ra-
madi and Hilla, west of
Baghdad."The sky was
blackened with clouds of
smoke. The acrid smell of
ofl filled the afir. It was suf-
focating,” she said.

Some relugees said many
Kuwaiti residents had to
travel to Basra to buy veg-
etables .trying to aveoid air
raids on the way.

Three Palestinians from the
Abdalei area Kuwait died on
the journey to Basra during
an air raid. They were
burfed in the Emirate last-
week.

Greek George Kariakiriakos .
24 , and his mother Geor-
gette said a family of seven,
including a three-year-old
girl, died in their Baghdad
ncighbourhood when a
missile hit their houses 10

cays ago.

It was at 3.30 in the alternoon.
They were bombarding the
Air Force Tower some Lhree
km (one mile) from strect
52 in AL-Wihda area.”™ said
Kartakriaos who works with
his father, a construction
contructor.

said. two other family
members, a brother and sis-
ter with her fve-year-old
sSOn,
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17 saboteurs held

CAIRO, Fcb 9 :
Inlcrior Minister was quoted
Salurday as saying that 17
peoplec had been arrested and
had confessed o planning sab-
olage and assassinalion opcra-
Uons guided by Iraqi Intelli-
gence, reports Reuter.

Minisier Abdel-llalim
Moussa said hc and foreign
minister Esmat Abdcl-Maguid
were among  Lhe largets for
"hit and run” killings.

The scmi-official Al-Ahram
newspaper quoted Moussa as
saying Lhat those arrested in-
cluded four Iraqis, two Jorda-
nians and a Tunisian.

Their aim was’ create the
impression Lhat Egyptians
were carryin L
il g oul the atlacks,

Egypt, Fcndninl.raqi-buckcd
sabolage acts, tightened
sccurity since the gull crisis
crupted in August. A key
member in the Anti-lraq coali-
tion, it has sent some 35,000
troops to the Gulfl to help lib-
crale Kuwait.

Egypt's

In another interview, with
the Mass-circulation Al-
Akhbar, Moussa said a maxi-
mum ol 20,000 people were
being detgained under Emer-
gency Laws introduced in
1981 after Muslim Fundamen-
talists killed President Anwar
Sadat.

Most of these were  being
held for drug or financial of-
fences with a small number for
political reasons.

“Istress there are no deten-
tions without cvidence, inter-
rogalions...” Moussa said.

Magdi Husscin, Deputy Ed-
itor of the opposition Al-Shaab
NCwWspapcr, been dctlained
without trial since January 26
for critieising the Gulf war at a
mosque, Collcagues said .

On Friday, the Egyptian Or-
ganisation for human rights
sald psychiatrist and human
rights activist Mohammed
Mondour had been picked up
at dawn in a crackdown on op-
ponents of the Gulfl war.

in Egyp

At lcast 22 university stu-
dents were also detained, the
organisation said. Security ofli-
cials said a number of students
known to s demonstra-
tions had been picked up as
part of "preventive and pre-
caulionary measures.”

Moussa warncd in the Al-
Akhbar interview that trouble

makers at universilics—1o re-
open Saturday and Sunday

r a two-week closure lor
fear of demonstralion—would
be dcalt with firmly.

"Universitics are a place for
scicnce and learning not. for
political activity,” he said. "We
willtake action strongly and

firmly against anyone who
trics to cause unrcst or block

the Innmin{l proccss.

-Legal political channels ex-
isted for students to vent their
opposition, such as in the op-
position media, he said, adding

that no demonstrations would
be allowed.
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TANAJIB, Saudi Arabia: An oil spill worker walks along the intake canal of a desalination
plant February 6 as protective oil booms line the inlet. Oil from several war-related spills has

struck the Saudi coastline just north at Safaniya.

— AFP/ UNB photo.

WASHINGTON, Fcb 9 : The
Scnale Intelligence Commiltice
said on Thursday it will inves-

tigate a report that the United

States passced inlclligence in-
formation to Syria, roulhly
causing the deaths ol two or
three wundcrcover agenls
working for Isracl, rcporis
Reulcr.

Commitlce Chairman David
Boren said in a statement that
il the charges reported in
Thursday's New York Timcs
were true, "they would repre-
scnt a tragit and indcfensible
compromise of our intclh-
genee resources and a breach
of faith with those who have
risked their lives on our be-
hall."

According to the ncwspa-
per, scveral Bush administra-
tion officials said they believed
lerrorists obtained intelligence
inlormation given lo Syrian
lcaders and used it to track
down Lhe agents within Lhe
lerrorists ranks.

It said that by one account,
the agents killed were two or
three Palestinians who had

Iran's

peace efforts

Syria got American
intelligence reports?

peneirated the group on behall

ol Isracl's intelligence service,
Maissad.

Other officials rcfused to
disclose the numbcer of agents
or their sponsor, bul said they
worked cither for Mossad or a
western intelligence service,
the newspaper said.

It said the United States
has first lcarmed of the agents’
dcaths in November or De-
cember. The United Stales
look sicps last ycar lo improve
rclations wilth Syria aller the
Syrians agreed to join a milf-
tary coalition opposing Iraq's
occupation ol Kuwail.

"Boren, an Oklahoma
Democral, said that the Middie
East had becn a sourcc of
wcakness in U.S. "human
source’ intclligence.

“It would be tragic indced
if, at a timec when we are at-
templing to rebuild our human
intelligenec capabilities.

Any one in the government
would have acted to endanger
any of our agenis,” he sald.

Boren said he hoped the
chargces were nol Lrue.

genuine : Kuwait

NEW DELII, Feb 9 : S
Kuwaiti cnvoy Abdul Rchman
Al-Awadhi said on Friday Iran's
cfforts to end the Gull war
were genuine and serious,
rcparts Reulter.

“lran’s acc initiative (s
sincere genuine,” Awadhi
told a news confcrence aller
iwo days of talks in New Delhi
on the Gulf war.

“Iran is very clear in de-
manding total withdrawal of
Iraqi troops from Kuwait and
we are in t.” he said.

Iranian President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani on Monday
offcred Lo mediate in the war,
saying he was lo meel
iraqi President Hus-
scin and talk Lo the Americans

Mﬂl.ipuchlmlﬂl}t
Emir of Kuwait, said lran was

Irng's r and had no
rag hmztnu :
e met Indian President

Ramaswami Venkataraman and
Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar and leticrs

them [rom (the Emir Shelkh

Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah and
crown prince Sheikh Saad Al
Abdulla Al Sabah.

Hie said he hoped Indlans
would return o Kuwait afler
the war. There were an esti-
mated 170,000 Indians in
Kuwait when Iraq invaded the

cmirate in August.
Forcign Minisicrs of the

non-aligned group of natiohs,
of which India is a Jeading
member, are due 1o meel next
weck in the Yugoslav capl
Belgrade, where they ex-
pecled to formulate a ptace
o end the Gulf war.
An Indian Foreign oflice
spokcsman sald Iranian For-
cign Minister Ali Akbar Velay-
all had Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Vidy-
acharan Shukla and asked for a



