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NORTHERN SAUDI &Rhﬂ_lﬁ: Sergeant Susan Kyle peering down the barrel of her rifle as she cleans; troops in Saud
Arabia must clean their weapons regularly because of the climate.

Baghdad fo

rms execution battalions?

S. Arabia holds 1,330

Iraqi prisoners so far

RIYADII, Feb 9 : The Iragl
army has formed " cxecution
battalions” detached from the
clite Republican Guard 1o pre-
venl desertions, the top
Saudia General said loday, re-
| poris AFP.

General Khalid Bin Sultan,
Commander ol Joint Forces
along with U S Gencral Nor-
man Schwarzkopl, also said at
a press bricfing that the Saudi
authorilics now hold more
than 1,330 Iragi prisoncrs.

lie said that 936 Iraql
troops had been captured or
given the Mselves up since the
war began. Another 418 had
crossed into Saudi Arabia fol-
lowing the august 2 Iraqgl inva-

starl to the war on January 17,
he said.

Pricc Khalid said that the
iragis were putting obstaclcs
al the front, Including spics, Lo
keep their forces from cross-
ing over.

"There is what they call ex-
ecutfon battalions” he said,
quoting rcports from eaptured
Iragis. "It's for sure that they
have them lo execute any de-
scriers.” ;

Asked il he knew of ac-
tual exccutions, Prince Khalid
said: “No | don’t, but my gucss
is the pereentage is high” that
there have been some.

Prince Khalid stressed that
all Iraqi prisoncrs would be

sion of Kuwail and prior to the treated in accordance with the

Geneva Convention and as ”
military refugees.” Saudi au-
thorities have said previously
that Iraqgi deserters will ‘be
trcated as religious pilgrims
performing the "hajj".

Prince Khalid also declined
al a press bricfing to flatly
state whether Saudi or other
Arab forces would take any
ground campaign into lraq it-
sell.

lle said that the objective
was to [ree Kuwait. "The other
coalition, and especially the
Arab Muslim forces, will do ex-
actly what is supposcd to be
done and they will do what Lhe
Saudi Armed Forees will do,”
he said.

Prince Khalid also insistced

that a main objeclive was to
cnd the war so thal "lraq over
lime will be welcomed back in
to the family of nations.”

Somc Arab countries have
expressed concern that the
United Statcs was taking the
coalition beyond the U N man-
date to free Kuwait.

Jordan's King Husscin on
Wednesday described the
campaign as an attack "against
all Arabs and all Muslims and
not against Iraq alone.”

Price Khalid declined to
comment on the Jordanian
monarch’'s remarks, saying
only : "lf is can't say nice
things about him, | won't say

anything”.

—
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Iraq pronounces curse till
Doomsday as 100 killed

NICOSIA, Feb 9: lraq pro-
"a curse till dooms-

i
;
;
i

British Broadcasting Cor-

NEW DELIIl, Feb 9:
Bhutanesc Forcign Minisicr
Lyonpo Dawa Tscring urged
anti-governmenl protestors in
the Himalayan Kingdom Friday
o abandon “terroristic activi-
tics” and opcn talks with the
government, reports AFP,

Mr. Tscring spoke In Cal-
cutla, where Bhutanese and
Indian officials agreed to hold
periodic mecting to help pre-

Delhi's bid to
export jute bags
to S. Arabia

worries Jyoti

CALCUTTA, Fcb 9 : The
MWest Bengal Chiel Minister, Mr
Jyotl Basu, in & message to the
Union Textile Ministry yester-
day expressed serfous cencern
over the cenlre’'s proposal to
cxport jute bags to Saudi Ara-
bia for defence-rehated pur-
poses, reports PTI.

The message said, "such
reports at this juncture of the
Gulf war will causc scrious
misunderstanding about India's
policy in West Asia”, accord-
ing to the chicl Sceretary, Mr
T.C. Futta.

poration said the 100 un-
armed civilans In
Nasirtyah earlicr ::r:m.
southern cities raided on

included 35 children
under 10 of age.

It thcy were buried on
Thursday night as French
President Fracois Mitterrand
told a Paris News Conference
that a ground war was
inevitable.

Hundreds of people ware
made homeless in the air at-
lack.
Mitterrand. the radio said,
had talked about the Allcs
launching their “devastating
war for the sake of the human
being. The commentary added.
Is there a more disdainful
empty bravado? Is there a
morce scvere [alsitication of the
[acts than this?”

Earlicr Baghdad Radio

&
Basra, s sccond largest
e the

Eye witnesacs in capfital
Baghdad said on Friday several
people were killed or wounded
when US and Allied planes
knocked out a telccommunica-
tion buflding during overnight
alr raids.

The curse will haunt them The arca around the
and their families wuntil icleccommunications bullding »
doomsday. the radio added. residential and many houses

Irag said it shot down three  had their windows shaltered.
Alli:! plancs in 192 Allled air iraq said in radio broad-
raids on s lerrilory including casts that wecks of Allied
residential arcas and vowed to  bombing had faflcd 16 break its
crush the heads of the aggres- will 1o fight and # would

The Iranian News Agency :ﬁhml trytng o fovee &
(IRNA) which has been report-
ing almost dafly Allled air &T&'ﬁ"mm"‘"
strikes ncar its with pic's movale they m;
irmq said on Friday that ing homes ._'M
Nasiriyah was among scveral -
southern cities, including :“ﬁ-‘“

BRIERLY

»
Prize on Saddam withdrawn :
Geneva University is lo withdraw a  260,000-dollar science
prize conferred annually in honour of Iraql President Saddam
llussein after scicnlists protested at its existence, universily
official in Geneva said Friday, reports AFP.

The prize was sct up by Irag's official Council of Scicntilic
Rescarch in 1987 and had been awarded cvery year since
then on April 28, Mr. Husscin's birthday.

It was officially dcscribed as a "sign of nition” for
what the Iragi President "accomplished and for what he
would like to undertake in the scrvice of scicntiflic progress

and humanily.”
US coalition destroys 600 tanks :
Iraqi tanks since the

Allicd forces have destroyed at least
Gulf war began, US army Licutcnant General Thomas Kelly in
Washington said Friday, rcporis AFP. _

Before the war, western experts estimated that Iraq had
about 4,200 tanks in their arscnal.

3 Allied fiﬁhters downed : iraq
gu

nnecrs shot down threc warplancs in the past 24 hours as
the Allics mounted 192 raids on residential arcas and military
positions around the country, the Iraqi Ncws Agency INA said
lalc Friday, rcports AFP.

*Our armed forces promisc the Iraqgi people and its lcader
to avenge the holy places (of Islam) that thc aggressors have
sofled in Saudi Arabia and Palestine,” the Agency said, quoling
a military commun .

“Our soldicrs will trample on the heads of the Americans,
the zajonists and Lheir allics and slaves,” INA said in a dis-
paich monijored in Nicosia.

Iraq's refusal angers US : e white
llouse said Friday it was outraged by Baghdad's rclusal to allow
the International Red Cross to visit Allied prisoners of war
heéld in Iraq, reports AFP.

We just want to pointout oncc again that this demonstrates
the total disrcgard that (Iraqi President) Saddam lusscin has
for international law, for human life and civilized behavior,
said White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwatcer in Washington.

Responding lo press reports that Baghdad has barred the
Red Cross from visiting the prisoncrs Mr. Fitzwaler said that
it was an outrage 1o the intcrnational world that...lraq was a
party to the Geneva Convention but is not co-operating with
the Red Cross in this matler.” |

- ® » »
Bombing raids Kkill 14 : auica bombtg
raids on the highway connecting Amman and Baghdad have
killed 14, wounded 26 and destroyed 50 tfucks, Jordan's
Ambassador told the United Nations Friday, reports AFP from
New York.

Ambassador Abdullah Salah sent a letter to UN Sccrelary
General Javier Perez de Cucllar detailing the results of the as-
sault on trucks and tankers owned by Jordanian companics
between January 29 and February 5.« -
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Bush commends OY & President
George Bush called British Prime Minister John Major on
Friday 1o discuss Thursday's mortar attack ncar 10 Downing
Street, the White House said in Washington.

“The President found him in good spirits. He (Bush) said
the American people have total admiration for him and his
Cabinect,” said Presidential spokesman Marlin Fitawaler.

Fitzwater said the President commended Major “for the

* ealm and courageous manncr in which he has responded to
the IRA atlack.”

.Major was meeting with his Cabinct on Thursday when the
mortar round, fired from a van, exploded in the back garden
of the Prime Minister's residence.

The Irish Republican Army claimed responsibility for the

attack.
'US can't veto Israel's right' : m
United Statcs has no velo over Isracl's righl lo retaliate

against Iragi Scud missile attacks, Prime Minister Yilzhak
Shamir said in Jerusalem Friday, reports AFP.

British copter
destroys Iraqi
gunboat

ABOARD BRITISH mema:l

BRAZEN, Fcb 9: A British Navy
helicopter destroyed an Iraqi
gunboat of Kuwait yecsterday
and military spokesmen said
the ‘'missile attack reallirmed
Allicd naval suprcmacy in the
Gull war, reports Reuter.

A Lynkx hclicopter from the
British destroyed Cardill hit
the patrol boat with a sca Skua
missile. The two-man crew
said the vessel exploded and
survivors scrambled overboard.

The attack took place about
15 miles cast of the Kuwaiti
port of Al Fanlas, just north of
the island of Jazirat Kubbar.

Navy ollicials said the gun-
boat was believed to be a So-
vict-built Zhuk, one of five in
the Iraqi Navy before the start
of the Gulf war.

American forces on Thurs-
day severcly damaged another
Iraqi fast patrol boat.

Allied spokesman say al-
most all lraq's small navy ves-
scls have been sunk or dam-

aged. ,
‘Shekhar rules
out early polls

NEW DELIII, Feb 9 : Prime
Ministcr Chandra Shekhar on
Friday ruled out carly clections
in India, which has had three
governments in the last (wo
years, reporis Reuter.,

“Don’t sec any possibility of
clections immediately,” Sh-
ckhar told the Press Trust of
India (PT1) in an intcrvicw.

There has been speculation
in Indian newspapcrs that
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's Congress parly may
withdraw crucial parliamentray
support [from Shckhar's
minority government because
of disagreccment of scveral
jssues, including India's stand
on the Gull war. :

The Congress Party has
criticised the government [or
allowing rcfuclling facilitics to
American Military aircraft in
India aflter war broke out in
the Gull.

Shckhar denied that rela-
tions were sirained belween
his Janata Dal Socialist Party
and Gandhi's Congress Party.

*I have secn no strdin. 1 can
understand that there may be
some difference of emphasis
on issucs bul there is nol any
major diffcrcnee with the

* Shckhar said.

came to power last
November afler spliting former
Prime Minister Vishwanath
Pratap Singh's Janata Dal Party
and pulling down the
government with Gandhi's
help.
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offer

NEW DELIII, Fcb 9: The
United Statcs embassy in New
Delhi has politcly tumed down
a sikh rcligious organisation’s
offer to send Sikh combatants
to fight alongside coalition
forces in the Gull, rcports AFP.

The US c¢mbassy thanked

Sikh Gurdwara Prabaudhak
Commiltlce (Sikh temple
management committee or
SGIPC) scerctary C.S. Sandhu
for offering 1o send "thousands
of Sikhs" to join the coalition
and donate blood to wounded.
U.S. soldiers in the battle zone,

a U.S. embassy sourcec said
here.

"We have responded to a-
letter from the SGPC sccre-
tary with a lctter. We thank
him for his efllorts supporting
the coalition forces,” the

source quoted an official reply

from the mission as saying.
He said thc embassy " ap-

reeiated” the offer from
SGPPC, which manages the Gol-
den Temple , sikhdom's holi-
est shrine, located in northern
Punjab state where Sikh mili-
lants arc waging a bloody
scpara-list baltlie for their own
homcland. ;

The militants, trained in us-
ing the latest small arms, have
often used Sikh temples called
guardwaras as strongholds in
the Punjab.

The offer was made in mid-
January and the letter said
Sikhs, a martial religion,
were willing to fight against
Iraq "aggressors” of Kuwait.

The diplomatic source said
the embassy's polite rcfusal
saying the U.S. army could not
draft non-Americans direcled
Mr. Sidhu to contact the In-
ternational Society for the
Red Cross for blood donalions.

India prohibits its national

US turns down Sikh
to fight in Gulf

Bhutan asks rebels
to shun terrorism

vent unauthorisced crossings ol
their common border, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) re-
ported.

"Our doors arc slill open Jor
talks,” Mr. Tsering said, urging
ethnic Nepalcse mililants in
Bhutan to  halt their
"lerroristic activitics,” accord-
ing Lo PTL

Thousands of ethnic
Ncpalese who leflt their homes
in southern Bhutan last year
are living in camps in India’s
ncighbouring West BDengal slale
where they have formed mili-
lary groups demanding grealer
democracy in Bhulan,

Authorities in Thimbu,
Bhulan's capital, accusc the
militants of killing, intimidat-
ing and kidnapping civilians
and of subversion.

Mr.Tsering's talks wilh
West Bengal and Indian gov-
crnment olficial in Calcullta,
the state capital, included is-
sue of the Bhutanese rcfugeces,
PTI said.

Indian llome Ministry Scc-
rctary Manish Gupta was

quoted by PTI as saying Lhe
iwo sides had decided that
district and village officials
from arcas on both sides of Lthe
border should meet cvery two
weeks starting February 20.

roms joining foreign forces as
mercenarics or  volunteers.

Scveral Indians, including
Sikhs, have mailed semilar of-
fers Lo the Iragqi embassy in
New Dclhi, but it is not kmow i[
Baghdad, formerly a close ally
of New Delhi, has responded
to their letters.

AP from Colombo says: Two
opposition partics on Friday
denounced the government's
decision 1o refuel allied war-
ships cnroule lo the Gull to
join the war against Iraq.

“The Sri Lanka government
has become an accomplice to
the massacre of the Iraqi peo-
ple", said a staicment [rom
the Srt Lanka Freedom Party,
the largest of the 23 opposi-
tion partics in this Indian
Occan island nation.

The Freedom Party, headed
by former Prime Minister Sir-
imavo Bandaranalke, supports
the United Nations rcsolution.

NEW DELII, Feb 9 : Former
Indian Premier Rajiv Gandhi
may soon be ready to attempl a
comcback, wresting powcer
from the tiny minority gov-
crnment he now props up sc-
nior members of Elln Congress
Party said Friday . ;

Gandhi, in an intervicw
with Reuters , did nothing to
dispel that notion, accusing
the government of Prime Min-
ister Chandra Shekhar of al-
most total faflure. _

Gandhi, is considering a
move to regain power alter the
budget session of parliament
from February 21 to 28 now
that widespread vielence
which made him wary of clec-
tions has [aded, the Congress
sources said. '

"The budget sessions going
to be wvery difficult (for
Shckhar) " Gandhi said when
asked if the government could
fall on a votc of confidence.

He said thc government
could be attacked on many for-
cign and domeslic issucs,
adding thal hig own members
of parllamcnt may nol be
around in full strength in Delhi
because of a campaign for
cleetions in southern Tamil
Nadu state.

"Everything is adrill . . .

foreign poliey, at home the

economy is in a total mess,”
Gandhi said fn the interview
on Thursday night.

Gandhi said he was particu-
larly unhappy with Shekhar's
dccision to allow US military
cargo plancs to refuel at Indian

airports on their way lo and
from the Gulf.

Earlier, in a statement
weighted against the US-led
multinational forces, he called
for a ceasefire in the Gulfl and
the use of an economic em-
bargo to force Iraq out of
Kuwait .

Gandhi's opposition lo Lhe
refuelling and Shckhar's other
policics on the Gull appeared
to stem from swelling support
for Iraqi President Saddam
Husscin among India's 120
million Muslims — whosc vole
is crucial for any would-be
prime minister.

A major Congress goal is lo
win back Muslim support aflter
losing it in anger at Gandhi's

‘handling of their dispute wilk

llindus over a rcligious sitc in
the northern town of Ayodhya.

Muslims swilched support
to Vishwanath Pratap Singh, a
major faclor in the failure of

ss lo rctain its majority
in 1989 clections and ending
Gandhi's five years as Prime
Minister,

The dispule s vio-
lence in which hundreds of

le were killed. That fol-
vielence over Singh's

———

Rajiv rea

decision o give more jobs to &

lowcer castes,
The troubles convinced se-

oNior Congress men an carly

‘election would benefit only the

NEW DELHE: ]nr diu:unn‘ a secret point with
Dhawan, confidante of Indira Gandhi and Fotedar, a
trusted political guide in the backyard of power?

1y to a&empt

P — | only one viclent movement *

Oftf the Record

Desert Rats

NORTHEAST SAUDI ARABIA : Desert rats arc making lile
hell for British troops in Saudi Arabia, reports Reuter.

Soldiers of the Queen's , Orenadier Guards, say
the raiding rodents have way through webbing
;l:.ﬂ,pmllltm rolls of film, sweels and choco-

The troops slcep in sand dug-ouls lined with chemical-
resistant material and canves. But the defences don’t worry
the rats.

"Last night despite a new barricade and every hole filled
in, camc back and raided a soldier's packel of Indiges-
tion tablets”, a reporter said in a despaich.

Britain's Scventh Armou Brigade, nicknamed Lhe
Desert Rats, is serving with the multinational force in the

* Nothiogwrong indiaiog

NEW DELHI : The Prime Minister, Mr. Chandhra Shekhar,

sces nothing wrong in his atiending a dinner hosted for con-
mmpﬂ international arms dealer Mr Adnan Khashoggl, re-
s PTI. -
There were about hundred people at the dinner hosted by
Dr J.K. Jain, BJP MP , whom, he had known for a long time,
Mr. Chandra Shekhar said du an intervicw,
"Dr Jain invited me. Should | sce his guest list™ Mr

Shekhar said, adding he had no hesilation in mecling any
(type of ) people. *

"Somc pcople are people. do not meet gues-
tionable personalities. | do not go into details of every in-

dividual”, he said.

A nap in the afternoon

ST. PETERSBURG, (Florida) : Writer James Michener,
who turns 84 on Sunday, says the passage of time doesn’t
mean he's put out to pasture. it does, howcver, make him a
little tired, repots AP.

"1 don't fecl like an cilder statesman,” said the author of
works such as "llawali®, "Chcsapeake”, "Centennial”, and
*"Texas™. "1 am working very diligently. The only change in my
life is that | take a nap in the aflernoon”.

Michener and his wife, Mari, plan to spend cach October
through February at Eckerd Collcge herc as part of the
school's Academy of Senfor Prolessionals.

Much of Michener's time s spent writing and working as a
ieaching assistant for a creative writing class of 12 students. "

"These were very able students with potential talent,” he
said.

The author spends spring at the University of Texas,
where Michener is a professor emeritus, and summers in
Brunswick, Maine.

NOVOSIBIRSK : The living standards of the Siberians do
not at all corrcspond to the share they contribute to the na-
tional product in the USSR rcports IAN.

This conclusion was drawn by Sovict cconomists from the
Institute of Economics and the Organization of Industrial
Production of the Siberian branch of the Academy of Sciences
of the USSR.

According 1o studics carricd out by them, Lhe per ﬁltlln
national income in arcas in Siberia is 40-42 per cent
that of the Soviel Union as a whole but the living standards in
Siberia arc lower by approximalcly the same percentage.

Experts belicve that the reason for this is that raw mate-
rial branches account for a quarter of Siberia's indusiry will
the statle continuing to deliberately keep their prices at an
unnaturally low level thereby trying lo paich up the rents in

a comebac

ilindu revivalist DBharatiya
Janata Party (3JP) which led
the 1lindu campaign over Ayo:
dhya and was promincnt in
opposing Singh's casle poli-
cics.

so when Shekhar split
Singh's party last Novembcr,
Gandlhi threw Congress  sup-
port behind him o delay clee-
lions.

IBut Gandhi said he no
longer. saw a threat in BJ
which cmerged as the third
biggest group in 1
1989 largely because of Lhe
Ayodhya dispute.

“Its strength was bullt up ¢

B

he said.

“These two issues now ap-
pcar to be overshadowed
the cconomic crisis and Rajiv
has always shown himsell 1o be
a good manager of the econ-
UHE. said onec politician close
Lo him.

The time is ripe for taking
over,” she added.

The Congress sources sald a
split appeared a distinet pos-
sibility in Shekhar's with
the rcbels then o
Congress and paving the way
for Gandhi lo form a govern-

mnm.“ went. If e falls thet o
Ll
problem”, said Gandhi.




