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in and day out.

If you miss your copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Clrculation Manager imme-
diately on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX),

The Daily Star is at your service day
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International

Rajiv's comeback
attempt

Rajiv Gandhi may
soon be ready to atte-
mpt a comeback, wr-

esting power from

the minority

government.
Page 5

Metropolitan

Songs for
moments
l of need

Even in this age
of "New Kids on the
Block” people turn to
| Tagore in moment
|, of need.
Page 3

Article

Canada’s
peacekeeping
image

Canda’s contribution
to the multinational
force facing Saddam
has caused conster-
nation at home.

Travel & Leisure

Czechoslovakia's

capital city Prague is
a living museum of
the Middle Ages.
Page 6

Business

State Acquisition
and Tenancy Act

The State Acquisition
and Tenancy Act has
been amended thro-

ugh an ordinance
promulgated
yesterday.
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NEWS BRIEFS

[ ]
cross into Iran
NICOSIA, Feb 9: More than
200 eshis and Soma-
lans fleeing the Gull war in

Iraq crossed into Iran, the
Iranian news agency IRNA re-

poried today, says Reuter.
Poll in
Munshiganj-3
By Staff Correspondent
Election in Gaibandha -I
constituency which was post-
poned carlier following the
death of a candidate will now
be held on F 27. Poll in
another constituency —
Munshiganj- 3 has, however,

been suspended as a candidate
died on Friday.

Quake in
Solomons

MENLO PARK (Calif), Feb 9:
A major earthquake with a
magnitude of 6.9 on the
Rie scale occurred early
Sunday morning in the
Solomon Islands of the South
Pagific. the US Geological
Survey said, reports AP.

Shekhar, Rajib meet
Venkataraman

NEW DELHI, Feb 9: The
Prime Minister, Mr Chandra
Shekhar and the Congress |
President, Mr Rajib Gandhi,

today held separate meetings
with the President. .
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Let us devote our efforts to
ensure free and fair polls on
February 27. Cast your vote

judiciously and allow others
to exercise their rights.
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Iraq claims 'significant' Allied losses in Saudi Arabia ' Another

Cheney discusses

timing of ground
war In Kuwait

MMHDH, Feb 9: US Defence
retary Dick Cheney 1is
leaving little doubt that a US-
led ground offensive against
irag will be used to evict
Saddam Hussein's huge army
from Kuwait, the only question
is when, report agencies.

Cheney met Gen. H,
Norman Schwarzkopf, Com-
mander of US forces in the
Gulf, in the Saudi capital
Saturday. Cheney and Gen.
Colin Powell, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Stafl, are here
to discuss the prospects for a
land campaign.

Ina talk to US airmen
on ay, Cheney stressed
that even in a ground war, the
massive air bombardments will
continue. He said Iragis will
suffer air strikes "in the days
and weeks ahead.”

However, he rejected the
idea that the war might be won
by extended bombing alone,
arguing that ground and am-
phibious forces will be re-
quired to flush Iragl troops
from dug-in defences in
Kuwait. Cheney and Powell
have side stepped questions on
when the ground war will be-

gn.

Cheney and Powell are to
return to Washington Sunday
o report to President George
Bush on the military situation

and prospects for opening a
ground war.
In rousing remarks to air-

men and women al an air base
in western Saudi Arabia, they
usecd their first wartime visit to

‘the region to stress they have

* Cheney, Powell mum
over ground war
_timing, return to
Washington today.

* One-eighth Iraqi
ground forces
destroyed.

* 8 more Iraqi
surrender.

% Scud hits Tel- Aviv
injuring 25.

* Bombings on Basra
continue.

* Skirmishes on
Kuwaiti border.

% 1000 French sorties on
Saturday.

no plans for a drawn-out con-
frontation.
*"We hope to get this

wrapped up as quickly as pos-
sible. We don't want to go

_Saddam sends

home before the job's done.
and it's not done yet,” Cheney
told r» and crews of an F-
m ter-bomber wing.

and Powell also met
the head of the exiled Kuwaiti
government, Sheik Jabir al-
Ahmad al-Sabah, in the south-
western city of Tail.

Aflter receiving an update on
the war, the Emir requested
that Kuwaiti ground forces be
included in the liberation of
their homeland, something
Cheney and Powell view as
“essential,” a US Defence
Department official said aflter
the session.

Meanwhile. Iraq said today
it inflicted “significant™ Allied
losses in men and equipment
after it fired rockets across its
border with Saudi Arabia.
Allted forces made no mention
of such atlack.

r herote nnits directed a
series of strikes with [ield
missiles at enemy positions
across our border with Saudi
Arabia, causing significant
losses in men and equipment
on the enemy said.” said the
Baghdad Radio. monitored in
Nicosia.

It said the Scud missiie at-
tack on Israel which injured
25 people and damaged houses
and cars early today was to

See Page 10 Col §

Iraqi women wearing ‘chador’, traditional Iraqi dress, walk past buildings destroyed by
allied air raids in a Baghdad street earlier this week. ?

—AFP photo

reply to Iran's peace plan

A critical Gorbachev sending

personal envoy to Baghdad

MOSCOW, Feb 9 : Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev
said today that military action
by Allied forces in the Gulf
risked exceeding the UN
mandate to oust lragi troops
from Kuwait, report agencies.

In a statement carried by
Tass, the oflicial Soviet news

. Gorbachev said the So-
viet leadership remained
committed to Security Council
resolutions aimed at ending

the Iraqi occupation.
[l:ﬁwﬂd d, "The logic of

the military operations, the
character of the military ac-
tions, is creating a threat of
going beyond the limits of the
(UN) mandate.”

He said he was sending a
personal envoy to lraq to meet
President Saddam Hussein.

~ President Gorbachev called
on lraqi President Saddam
ITussein today to show proof of
"rcalism”. "At this critical mo-
ment” Mr. Gorbachev said, "I
am making a public, insistent
appcal to the President of Iraq

that he weigh once again all
that is involved for his country,
and to show proofl of realism
which would allow him to
work toward a sure and fair
settlement.”

Moscow . was Baghdad's
main ally and weapons supplier
until the August 2 invasion of
Kuwait, after which it stopped
all arms shipments. It is sup-
porting the Allies diplomati-
cally but has not sent troops to
the Gulf,

See Page 10 Col 2

Kamal's poll camp

set on fire

A group of unruly elements
set on fire an election camp of
Awami League leader Dr. Kamal
Hossain at West Monipur and
ransacked four others in
Mirpur on Friday. reports

UNB

Dr. Kamal's election cam-
paign office sources blamed
the BNP workers for burning
the election camp late Friday
night and rnmaciing others.

A protest meeting was held
at Manipur on Saturday with
local Awami League leader
Hasan Alf in the chair.

Speakers at the meeting
said the coming elections
could not be foiled by resorting
to vandalism. They asked the
party workers to exercise re-
straint in the face of all provo-
cations.

The meeting over, a protest
procession paraded different

areas in Mirpur.
A case has also been filed
with Mirpur Thana, the

sources said.

"BNP will revitalise

BNP’ chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia on Saturday said
her party will revitalise the
country's economy ravaged by
the nine years of autocratic
rule of the Ershad regime,
reports UNB.

Addressing a series of
meeting in New Market,
Dhanmondi. Sobhanbag, Ziga-
tola, Rayer Bazar and Moham-
madpur area, she said Ershad
had pushed the country on the
brink of destruction by resor-
ting to largescale corruption,
plundering of national wealth
and misuse of power.

Begum Zia, during her day-
long eleclion campaign in her
own constituency (Dhanmondi-
Mohammadpur], assured that
if voted to power,BNP will un-
dertake programmes for the
welfare nF the common people.

Her party will focus on the
problems of the poor, dis-

economy

: Khaleda

tressed and slum-dwellers, the
BNP leader said as her audi-
ence shouted, "Good days will
come, vote for sheaf of paddy.”

Addressing a meeting of the
Jatiyatabadi Mahila Dal at its
Dhanmondi{ election coordina-
tion office, the leader of the
Seven-Party Alliance pledged
to retain 30 reserved seats for
women in parliament if BNP
returns to power.

She also assured the people
of the constituency that her
party would look  into the
problems of the area.

Rights of the members of
the Hindu community will be
protected by BNP, Begum
Khaleda said adding that some
political parties were trying to
capitalise the minorities to
servce their purpose.

"Hindus and Muslims will

live together in this country”,
See Page 10 Col 4

hYunglavia's survival

as

state looks bleak ?

BELGRADE, Feb 9 : Yupgo-
slavia's prospects of surviving
as a state looked bleak today
after talks between the state
presidency and leaders of the
six republics stalled for the
second time in two weeks, re-
ports Reuter.

The third round of talks on
a long-running crisis over the
country's future broke up be-
cause Croatian leaders stayed
away and Slovenian President
Miian Kucan walked out.

Croatian President Franjo

| Tudjman refused to come to

Belgrade because of an anti-
Croatian rally outside the gov-
ernment building where the
talks were held, Tanjug news
agency said.

Slovenia and Croatia have
threatened to secede unless
the Yugoslav federation is
turned into a loose alliance of
sovereign states.

Yugoslavia swithced to par-
llamentary democracy last year
after 45 years of communist
rule but bitter ethnic quarrels
have brought it to the verge of
collapse.

The communists were de-
feated in all republics except
tiny Montenegroand and the
biggest republic, Serbia, where
the formerly Communist
Socialist Party of Serbia re-
tained power. Serbia advocates
strong central rule.

About 10,000 women sup-
porters of a federal state
shouted anti-Croatian slogans
outside the talks on Friday.
They demanded the resigna-
tion of the right-wing Croatian
leaders, accusing them of

breaking up the country.

Whose
sickle?

By Staff Correspondent

llow many candidates are to
contest the elections with
‘'sickle’ -as their symbol? The
Election Commission fitselfl
finds it difficult to determine
the number.

This also explains why the
Commission has not yet suc-
ceeded in announcing a com-
plete list of candidates and
their symbols, said an official
source on Saturday.,

Sickle, the official symbol of
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Awami League, (BKSAL) found
new claimants when February
12 an clectoral alliancc
'Gonotantrik Otkya Jote' (GOJ)

Sec Page 10 Col 2

APSU lathi
procession
today

By Staff Correspondent

The All-Party Students Uni-
ty (APSU) has decided to lead
a 'lathi procession’ today
(Sunday) from the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus towards Gul-
shan where the deposed
President HM Ershad is now
detained.

The procession will be
brought out at 11 am demand-
ing trial and immediate shift-
ing of the Ex-President to jail
and arrest of his associates.

Ousted through a mass up-
surge in December 1990, the
former President was interned
at a posh house at Gulshan for
120 days on January 12 under
the Special Powers Act.

In support of the lathi pro-
cession a rally was held on the
DU campus Saturday.
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal JCD)
joint convener Fazlul Haq

See Page 10 Col 1

Star Report

Government (s drawing
proceedings against seven ex-
ministers for their fathure to
surrender within the stipu-
lated time as it was an-
nounced earlier.

Government in an order
asked 11 former ministers of
the Ershad government to sur-
render by January 31, other-
wise, the order mentioned
"they shall be sentenced to
one-year rigorous imprison-
ment or pay fine or both."

Only four ex-ministers sur-
rendered within the deadline
while seven other former min-
isters are still absconding.

The ex-ministers who were
ordered to surrender inchude
(former prime mindster) Kazi
Zafar Ahmed. Anwar Hussain
Manju. Naziur Rahman Manju,
Anisul Islam Mahmud. Ziand-
din Ahmed Bablu., Sardar Am-
jad Hussain, H M.A. Gaffar, Za-
far Imam, Shetkh Shahidul Is-
lam, Kazi Feroj Rashid and
Rubul Amin Hawlader.

Meanwhile, the government
has attached the belongings
and fmmovable property of
Kazi Zafar Ahmed, Naziur
Rahman Manju, Anwar Hussain
Manju. Anisul Islam Mahmud.

Sce Page 10 Col 7

‘Vote to ensure people’s
sovereignty: Hasina

BOGRA. Fecb 9: Awamdi
League President Sheikh
Hasina today promised her
party would ensure people's
soverelgnty in the statecraflt
ending once for all recurrence
ol military rule in the country.
reports UNB.

Addressing a mammoth
rally at Altafunnesa School
ground here this afternoon on
the second day of her [ive-day
election campaign in the
northern region, Hasina ac-
cused Zia and Ershad regimes
of introducing politics of coup,
killing and conspiracy tram-
pling people’s will.

These regimes polluted pol-
itics by bribing, shaltered
cconomy through corruption
and patronised terrorism,
throwing the nation into ruins,
llasina told the meeting.

Recalling a well-quoted re-
mark of Ziaur Rahman: I'll
makc politics difficult for the

politiclans”, Hasina said this
conspiracy didn't succeed as
recent democratic mass up-

" sSurge once again proved peo-

ple are much stronger than
bullet and conspiracy.

Hasina urged the penphe 1o
take a correct deciston in
clecting their Lrue representa-
tives in the February 27 elec-
tion for transition to demo-
cratic dispensation.

If it wins, Awami League
will guarantee people's basic
needs and their economic
freedom through establish-
ment ol parllamentary democ-
racy against “the Zia-Ershad
model of government”.

Shetkh Hasina said Banga-
bandhu had undertaken a ma-
sive uplift scheme for overaull
development of the northern
region, but he was killed h
the conspirators before un-
plcmentation. of these

Sce Page 10 Col §

Reverse flow of agri credits
makes Boro output uncertain

Agricultural ecrop loans
declined alarmingly in the
seven months leading upto
January making production
prospects for the current Bero
crop bleak. i

New disbursements were
over Taka 150 crore less than
the amount of recoveries of
past loans. This sflowed a re-
verse flow of crop credits.

The situation was exten-
sively reviewed on Saturday at
an inter-ministerial special
committee meeting at the

By Moazzem Hossain

Planning Commission.

The special commitiee of
ECNEC also discussed the
economic situation now obtain-
ing in the country in the back-
drop of the Gulf war.

The Executive Committee
of National Economic Council
(ECNEC) earlier constituted
this special committee (o pe-
riodically monitor the eco-
nomic performance.

At its fourth fortnightly
meeting on Saturday the
Committee mainly focused its

attention on agricultural pm-
duction activities during the
current Boro season.

While new farm credit dis-
bursements were negative in
the first seven months of fiscal
1990-9), the domestic lood-
ﬁ:ﬁl procurementis were also

short of the target. Only
half of the annual procurement
target of 3.50 lakh tons was
achieved. The special commit-
lee was informed that attain-
ment of the target would be

See Page 10 Col 2

big

clash at Ctg
From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb & A

in nt of Agrabad T & T
Seven seriously injured
persons admitted to Chit-
Medical College Hospt-
are: Mansur Ahmed [22).
Zillur Rahman (15).
(19), Abdul Latif (23). Por-
manullah (21). Shaheen (16)
and Sohel (20).

The clash occurred when a
group of Chhatra T (BCL)
workers attacked a Shibir pro-
cession. A series of crackers
were exploded. Firearms and
cut rifles were used in the
clash,

At least five shops inc
a sweetmeat shop were loowd,
len election camps were ran-
sacked and about 100 election
symbols of ‘boat’ and ‘scale’
were damaged as the clash
spread all over the Agrabad

AT,
See Page 10 Col 1

Pak minister in
city to discuss
Gulf issue

Bangladcsh and Pakistan
will discuss the Gulf war and
means of pcace at a meeting In
Dhaka, said.

Pakistan's Federal Minister
for Production Islam Nabl ar-
rived here Saturday as a spe-
cial envoy of his country Lo ex-
change vicws with Ba
officials on the eritical Gull sit-
ualion and other matters of bi-
lateral interest.

Forcign Affairs Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed received
him at the airport.

Nabi is accom d his
it Nt Roby, Moshe of
the National Assembly Malck

See Page 10 Col |

ADB offers $55m
emergency aid

The Asian Development
lank (ADB) on Saturday ol-
fered 556 millon US Dollars in
emergency assistance (o
Bangladesh in view of a severe
repercussion of the Gull war
nn the country. reports UNB.

The money was pledged by
i visiting delegation of the
Manila-based mulitilateral bank
at a meeting in Dhaka with the
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) Secretary, Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury.

Meeting sources saild the
ERD side. however, termed
the offer

"extremely Inadegquate”
compared to the extent of
damage caused (o Lthe
Bangladcsh economy by the
Middle East crisis and re-
quested for larger compen-
salory assislance.

Sec Page 10 Col 4

Newspaper
Employees
Act amended

The Acting President Friday
promulgated an ordinance en-
titked "The Newspaper Em-

loyees (Condition ol Services)
Amendment), 1991, by

amend the Em-
m%lm
Act 1974, an official handoul
said Saturday, reports BSS.
Under the ordinance, the
words “three months” would
replace the words "one month”
in sub-section (1) of section 1]
of the 1974 Act, the handout

added.
The Services
Condition Act, 1974 under

Section- |1 | had clear provision
that the Covernment is bound

30 days
misston of Wage Board dect-
shon.



