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Inviting Allies a mistake,

say Saudi officials

CANDERRA, Fcb B : Severnl
senfor Saudi government offi-
clals believe it was a mistake o
invite Allied forecs into their
couniry because their pres-
ence was a threat to Saudi
culture, the President of the
World Council of Churches said
loday, reports Reuter,

"I was told by the Saudis
that thcy do not want the
Allied presence in Lheir coun-
iry's Metropolilan MPaulos Mar
Gregorius of India told a news
conlerence at the council's
scventh 4

“They had asked for il be-
cause¢ they were threalened by
an invasion by Iraq but now
they are convinced that was
not the original intention and
that they made a mistake- but

they cannot say tLhat",
Gregorius said.
Gregorius, f[rom the

Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church of India, said he visited

Saudi Arabia and held talks
with the country’'s Deputy
Forcign Minisicr in November.

The visit was parl of a
Middic East tour which also
involved talks with govern-
ment officials in Iraq and
Jordan.

Gregorius said Lhe
he gleanced from his Midd
Easl visil was that many Arabs
believed Irag was becoming
oo sirong in the region and
nceded o be cul down Lo stze.

“They scc Iraq aftler the
cight ycar war with Iran
emerging as Lhe most Lechno-
logically advanced nation
among Lhe Arabs and militarily
also the most powerful,” hc
said.

Many Arabs bclievéd Lhe
Uniled Slates uscd the Guifl

-¢risis Lo suppori ils arma-

ments industry and to gain a
new military presence (n the

region

"It 18 truc the end of the
cold War brought down the

demand in the market for ar-
muaments and this in turn has

afllecied the U.S. coonomy sub-
stantially. The way oul of the
rceession was Lo increase Lhe
market for armaments. That
purposc has been served by
this [conllict),” Gregorius said.

"The Allied Powers, having

had dominfons in thal arca in
the past, arc anxious lo get
into the act and be there in
the Middle East as a major ac-
tor and to crush Iraq.”

Gregorius called for an im-
mediale Iraql withdrawal from
Kuwail linked with an Allied
withdrawal from Saudi Arabia
and the convening of a Middle
East confcrence.

He said the conference
would tackle not only the Img-
Kuwiit problem but also the
question of a Malestinian home-
land.

Tk 18 er

The Astan Development
Bank (ADB) will give
Bangladesh Taka 18 crore (five
milllon US dollars) as credit
for controlling industrial polhu-
tion.

The money will be dis-
burscd among indusirial units
for installation of eflluent
treatment facilides, a Ministry
of Environment and Forest
SOUrCe says.

The credil is part of the
bank's Taka 400 crore (over
100 milllon US dollars)
Sceond Industrial Programme
loan for Bangladesh, the source

Siys.
Disburscment of the [unds

will be preceded by an ADB-[-
nanced study which will de-
termine the rules.

Thw source said under Lhe

madc available for reloeation of
somc polluling industrics. To
start with a total of 150 tan-
nerics will be shiflted (rom
lJhaka cily to some subarban
silcs,

The ADDB credit for pollu-
tion control is mainly to cater

for the needs of some major

imdustrics which have failed to
instal cMucnt trealtment ts
despite repeated reminders.
The Department of Envi-
ronmenl, identificd a total of
903 polluling industrial units
in 1986 and asked thosc
industrics, through a gazctie
notification, Lo take corrective
mcasurcs in three ycars. Few
have complicd until now.
Indiscriminatc cMluent dis-
charge has alrcady heavily pol-
luted rivers lMowing beside

ADB credit for
effluent treatment

Mostafa Kama} Majumder

Buriganga in Dhaka, the

‘Sitalakhya in Narayanganj and
the Karnaphuli in Chitlagong.

ADI3 is helping Bangladesh
also for strenglhening institu-
lions Lo ¢nsurc environmen-
tally sound and sustainablc de-
velopment. Under the “Urban
Infrastructurce Improvement
Project’ about Taka cight crore
has alrcady been provided for
developing cnvironmental st-
andards to control dischargcs
from textile mills, tannerics,
chemical and other industries.

The Department of Envi-
ronment is being strenglthenced
by inducling morc scicntists,
and building morc laborutorics
and other physical facilitics
with [unds [rom the project,

.

Leaders of the Sammilito Sangskritic Jote on Friday laying wreaths at the Central Shaheed
Minar to mark the beginning of their 12-day programme on Ekushey.

Secularists
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and shouled slogans to wel-
come the BNP chairperson as
she arrived here from Comilla
Llown. . .

A large number of pcople,
including women and children,
were also seen standing on
rool-top of buildings around
the crowded mecting venue o
listen Lo Begum Zia's specch.

Elaborating hcr party's
vieetion manifesto to the peo-
ple, Begum Zia said her party
would inlroduce market econ-
omy lo cnsurce [air competition
lor achieving development and
prosperity.

She said her party always
remained faithful to pcople's
causc and would ncver ccasc
struggle until restoration of a
pcople’s government.

Criticising “tall talks™ of
Awami League, Begum Zia said
"UNIP's programme is clear-
cut: It pledges only what it can

She blasted the pro is
of sccularism saying the gov-
ernment which was in power
immcdiatcly afler the inde-

pendence had carried out re-
pression on the members of

lHindu communily and their
temples were damaged.

‘People  still remember
those who defiled the lemples
and grabbed propertics of our
Hindu brothers through the
Encmy Property Act.”

Addressing another ‘public
mceling at Muradnagar, Begum
Zia said any dclay in recovering
ilcgal arms and arresting the
armed (crrorists would' harm
the country and might jeopar-
disc the coming clections.

She cautioned the interim
government that some hooli-
gans, against whome specific
charges have been brought,
weae still moving freely.

“They are planning to foil
the cleetion by using black

samc loan funds will also be  some indusirial towns-the  Lhe source said. halfil = mopey and illegal weapons®,
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Dhaka with passengers and
armced Ansars who were on
duty in the launch. At a place
ncar Lalkharabad slation, a
gruoup of armed miscreants,
who were travelling in the
launch in disguise, attacked
the Ansars on duty and opcned
firc on them. )

During cxchange of fire
between the Ansars and Lhe
miscrcants, Lthree Ansars were
killed on the spot while ten
others including four Ansars
suslained bullct injurics. Aficr
the altack, the misercants
cscapced [rom the launch with
the looted arms and ammuni-
Lion.

The injured Ansars Munir
llussain, llabibur Rahman,
Ghulam Mostafa, Abul Kashem
and another passcnger have
been admiticd at the Me-
hendigan) upazila hospital
while other injured persons

have been rclcased afller the
bir~'

Ershad
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Ershad be sent 10 [Dhaka
Central Jail from his present
house inlcrnment. While ad-
dressing a public mecting at
Mirpur Shah Ali Girls High
School on Wednesday Dr.
Kamal said Ershad who 18 now

an undcririal prisoncr facing
two specilic criminal cascs,
cannol be lnicrmed In a house.
People want 10 sor Ershad in
jail, nol inlcrned In a luxurious
housc, Dr. Kamal told the
mocting.

The Guishan villa was
turned into a sub-jail latcr and
brought undcr the administra-
tive conlrol of the jail authori-
Lcs.
With regard 10 the renova-
ton ol Dhaka Central Jail the
official furthcr sadd a Lwo-
sltorcy bullding with a total
spacc of 12,000 square lcet
was demolished as 1t was
ncarly 200 years old. A Llin-
roolcd butlding was crocted In
that place 0 casc congostion
in the jail. The work., carried
out by the PMPublic Works
Depariment, (PWD), en an
emcrgency basis is nearly
compicic. The jafl source said
1000 prisoncrs outl of ncarly
5000 in the Dhaka Contral Jail
had alrcady been rolcased in

T & T Board sources say the
conlract was awarded to Lhe
Ciuble and Wirclcss Company ol
UK without any tender. The
deal was made through United
Traders Company (UTC), a
Bangladcshi lirm assigned Lo
work as local associate of the
loreign company. A local con-
sulling firm was also given
consullancy job by the forcign
company without floating any
tender from among the pre-
qualified consultants, the
sourccs say. Preliminary draw-
ings, dcsign and tender docu-
menls for the poscd com-
plex have been Krn:lhcd

The arbitrary decision was
madc so hastily thal the pro-
Jeel remained a lop sceret onc
for months and cven insiders
inT& T Board did not know
anylhing about the deal ull the
fall of the past

of Investment (BOI) as a joint
venlure project with 51 por
eenl share 10 be owned by the
British company and the s
by Ihuytiadesh.

Salahuddin
Quader escapes
attempt on life

CHITTAGONG, Fcb B8:
National Democralic Party
(INDP) lcader Salahuddin
Guadcr Chowdhury cscaped an
alicged assassination altempt
when gunmen opened fire on
his car ncar Amirhal under
Raoran upazila here Lhis afler-
noon, NDI* and police sourccs
said, rcports ISS.

Three NDP workers re-
ccived minor injurics In Lhe
firing. Salahuddin Chowdhury
was going o address a public
mecting al Yasin [ligh School
grou al Amirhal, Raozan
while the gunmen
fired on his car. The Mmz
fled way when NDP
returned fire. The laler ad-
dressed the meeting, party
sources said.

NDP lodged an FIR with
Raozan police in Lhis connec-
llon. Invesligation will start

soon, police sald. l'

NDP supporicrs allcgedly

pursuance of Lhe government itwo clection
decision in the backdrop of jail :F.-“M‘ﬁ al ll-:lnwm
reis. The can accommo-  Dolkan and
dale prisomcrs. The Salahuddin Quader
school bullding inside the jafl Chowdhury is contesting from
was also reconsiructied, the (we constituencics-Cox's
source stated. Bazar- | and Chillagong-6.
Editor : 8. M. AN
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Many of them have lost
Ltheir kith and kins al the
hands eof Lhe so-called
Shantibahini which has been
continuing armed linc in de-
mand for autonomy since
1974,

Many of the Bangalces who
arc now living in well pro-
lected clusier s havwe re-
scnled the unlawful activitics
of section of Lribals.

This corrcspondent during
his recent visit 1o Khagrachard
mct Lthe lcaders of Lhe
Khagrachari District Non trib-
als Welfare Assoclation. In this
district (he Bangalecs have
been shiflted 1o 83 clusier vil-
lages for salcty.

As they can not go oulside
the security sing their carning
sources have also shrinked
making them dcpendent on
rclic]l supplied by the loecal
administrulion
Mohammad

laji Dos!

Chowdhury president of Lhe
League wid this
the

local Awami

correspondent that

| casualues low wou

| ®gainst iraqgl troops

Settlers at Shalban cluster village.

Settlers fleeing C

the CIHIT Local Government Act
has pul a lid on that flundamen-
Lal right. lle said that the gov-
cmment should take measures
Lo ¢nsure living of non ribals
n the arca by providing ade-
quate rclicl and other logistic
support Lill the restoration of

This correspondent visiled
the Shalban ngﬂ::r village ol
the district where aboul 1000
familics have been kept within
the securily zone.

They said that they were
hard pressed as Lhey ean not
find work.

there are no schools In the

clusicer villages and health -
cilitics are also poor. Tlw n-
habitants of the cluster villages
also allcged that the Shan-
libahind is also destroying their
gardens which they had raised
borrowing loans from the
banks. is has also curbed
Lheir ability to pay the bank
loans. They said and demandoed
fresh loans from the banks to
raise Lheir gardens again.

lecause of insurgency the
resources of the area have also
remained un .

According lo a Japancse
survey on CIIT, this region, If
developed, could feed the
whole nalion.

" Invade Kuwait
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ing impaticntly b s docisive
battle against ull the infidel
forces,” the radio sald.

Commentators say there arc
growing signs Lhat Lhe
Weslern-Arab coalition is now
in the prefude 10 a land-sea in-
vasion lo drive Iraq from the
ofl Emirate.

US Delfence Secrciary also
said Friday kceping American
take top
in deciding when 1o
a ground offcrsive
in Kuwail.

frane

Cheuvy indicated the
United Stales sought an carly

cnd .10 the war, telling
Congressional questioners he
would be very reluctant to ro-
Lute Guilfl roops heme for a rest
from duty.

lle said the best way was Lo
“#ct (the war) wrapped up
quickly and bring the boys
home.*

Scerctary of Stale James
Baker, appearing before an-
other Congressional Commi-
tice, proposcd Lhe establish-
ment of a Middle East bank for
reconstruction to repair
war damage. o K

US may target Saddam

Anather L says: The
United m-mrq;u larget Irag
President Saddam [lusscin and
his inner cirele if the lrag
lcadcr orders the use of chem-
ical or bio weapons
againsi Al troops, Lhe
Washingion Times reported
Friday, citing Bush adminisira-
tion officiale.

Tamil

DU dclegation,
Syndicate mcembers,
and studcnt dcaders led by

Two withdraw
in favour of

AL candidates

From Our Correspondent

KISIIOREGANJ, Feb 8 : Two
candidates from the Commu-

nist Parly of Bangladesh (CPB)

in the ensuing parliamentary
polls today wilhdrew their

candidatures in favour of their
Awami Leaguc candidatcs in
Lthe district.

Earlicr, thcy were nomi-
nated by the Gonotantrik Oikya
Jole comprising 8-party and
the S-party alliances.

Advocale Shah Azizul llaq
announced his withdrawal at a
press conferenee al 7.30 pm at
the local press club in favour of
Al. nomincc Advocale Fazlur
Rahman of Kishorceganj-3
conslilucncy.

The other CPPB candidate
Advocale Amirul Islam in a
statement announced his
withdrawal in suppeort of the
Dr Mizanul 1lug.

ioth the local CPB leadors
sild that they writhdrew their
candidalurces with a view to
dclcating the autocratic, com-
munal and rcactionary forces.

Delhi funding
AL campaign:
Faruque

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, ‘Fcb 8 : Col
(Rtd) Faruque Rahman, presi-
dent of Freedom Party has said
that if Awami Lecague and
BAKSAI. win polls, the sover-

| cignly of the country would be

al slake,

*These partics would not
hesilale to scll oul the entity of
the country to India,” he said.

Addressing a public mect-
ing al Amin Jule mills maidan
this allecrnoon, he said that
Iindia had always poked Its
nosc inlo Bangladesh's aflairs
and was spcnding huge amount
ol moncy for the clection cam-
paign ol Awami Leaguc and
BAKSAL.

During the speech Col (Rid)
Faruquec qucestioned the neu-
trality of ﬂ-.e present carctaker
government. lle called upon
the people to cast vote for of
his parly’'s candidates o
sireglthen the nationalist
forees.

Fresh fighting
leaves 38 dead
in Sri Lanka

COLOMBO, Fcb 8: licavy
fighting in Sri Lanka's embat-
tled northcast between gov-
ernment troops and Tamil
rcbels left atl least 38 people,
including nine soldicrs, dcad
in scparate incidents, officials
here said loday, ris AFP.

Dozens of guert from the
dominant Tamil militant
group, the Libcration Tigers of
Eclam (LTTE). over-
whelined a small guard post in
Wuli Oya region late Thursday,

Police raid
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from Zahurul lluq liall, a
stronghold of Chhatra Leaguc
(I1-A). Amanul llaq Aman was
laken  inte cuslody and the
Chinesc axc was scized during
the raid al Jastimuddin Hall,
police added.

The arrested persons were

being interrogaled at Ramna
police station Ul last night.

Provosis of Lhe respective
halls were present during the

raid

l‘.'.‘:!n Tuesday, a 17-member
comprising
sis

Vice-Chancellor Profl Mondra-
zgaman Miah, called on Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed and demanded of him
o make the DU arms-
free belfore the polls.

The move to clow the cam-
pus of arms followed firing of

gunshots during an inner-

conllict of Awami oot
dent
Al of Zahurul lagq Hall on

Monday.

‘s slu-

Chhatra League (11-
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10,000 Albanian students strike

TIRANA, Fcb 8: Some 10,000 Albanian students went on
strike for a sccond day Thursday calling on the government to
resign after [ailing to mcct their requests for better

conditions. Students told

Agence France-Presse that they

were short of proper food, heating and lighting.

L L .
Nine killed in Punjab
CIIANDIGARII, Fcb 8: Ninc persons, including three mili-

tants were killed, three militants arrested and a huge quan-
tity ol cxplosives and weapons was scized in Punjab since last

night. Mr D S Mangat, DGI’C Punjab, today said
denl that with the people’'s moral sup

was confi-
ri, sccurily forces

would continue their fight against militants with greater
vigour and commitment, rcports PPTI.

Two shot dead in Assam

GUWALIATI, Feb 8: Two persons were shot dead and a po-
lice sub-inspector was injured in different incidents in Assam

during the
president

t 48 hours. Official sources said that the Vice
‘the Absu Botabari unit, Mr Dchbnath Basumatary,

was gunncd down by unidentificd assailants while he was
coming out ol his residence Thursday, reperts PTI.

Saudis want Indian sacks

NEW DELIII, Fcb 8: Saudi Arabia wants to buy three million
fcces of jute sacking from India for making sandbags to rein-

orcc bunkers against Iraqi attacks, a newspaper reporied

Thursday. But the Marxist government of West

India’s lcading jute producer, has opposcd the 380,000 Dulh‘r
salc on grounds that it would harm India's ncutral status in
the Middle East war, the Telegraph Daily said, reports AFP.

Poland allows German convoy

BERLIN, Feb 8: German

army trucks with humanilarian aid
for the Sovict Unfon were finally

allowed 1o cross through

Poland today aficr a three-week hold-up at the German-Polish

border. The first 25 of the 200-truck convoy
They are traveling with a Sovict mili-

through this morning.

tary cscort and loaded with medication and food for distribu.
lion by the Russian Orthodox Church, reports AFP. |

Fire destroys Colombian forest
BOGOTA, Fcb 8: Firc is swceping Lhrough a world-

renowned Colombian nature reserve, destroying Lthousands of
hectlares of forest which are a haven for many rare animals

and plants. The fire, which

last weekend, has now de-

stroyed 72,000 heclares (aboul 178,000 acres), or about one-
lenth of the vast Sicrra de la Macarcna reserve, and is still
burning, officials said, reports Reulter. -

Roh sacks key aide

SEOUL, Fcb 8: President Roh Tae-Weoo on Friday fired a
key aide in connection with a multi-million Dollar housing
scandal. Roh dismissed Chang Byung-jo, 52, a presidential
aide in charge of cultural and sports affairs, for allcged in-
volvement in the scandal. A number of government, ruling
and opposition politiclans also were implicated, rcporis AP,

Jamuna funds

From Page 1 Col 3

1975 auloecracy sct in, she
adcded,

Bangabandhu took up mas-
sive programmes lo reform the

country and rchabilate the
f[rccdom [lighters. He also
planned various dewv nt

projects for national uplift. But
the post-'756 governments mis-
approprialed Lhe projecls’
[unds, the AL chicl allcged an
assurcd that il her party was
cleeled Lo power all the pro-
jects would be malterialised.

She reilerated thal the
pcopic had got the opportunity
to excreise franchise under an
opcn atmosphere afler long 15
years and called to vote for her
party nominces Lo ensurc their
basic rights undcr a parliamen-
tary democracy.

Chaircd by the local AL
president Motahar 'Hossen
Talukder, the mecting was also
addressed by Mohammad
Nasim AL publicily scerclary.

Fourty onc Ilcadcers of
Bangladesher Samajlantrik Dal
(135D-Mahboob) and Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (WSD-Inu),
who joined Awami League were
also present at the meeting,

The leaders whe joined AL
reecently include Abdur Roufl
Pata, Advocale Bimol Das,
Sirajul Islam Khan and Golum
Kibria of 3SD (Mahboob) and
Abdul Kuddus and Latilur
Rahman of JSD (Inu).

Earlicr Sheikh Hasina also
addresscd rallics - at
Shahjadpur, Ulapara, Salonga
and Kamar Khanda. The AL
chicl also visited the majar of
the peer of Enayetpur.

BSS adds: Sheikh lasina
said her party would lake real-
istic mcasures lo save the
country's weavers including
those of North Bengal who
were on the verge of runation

‘because of the wrong policy

adopled by Zia-Ershad regimes
during the last 15 ycars.

She said because of the
wrong policics and corruplion
of Zia-Ershad regimes Lhe
Bangladesh had turned into a
den of smugglers Icaving be-

APSU lathi
procession

By Sl Carmospondent

The All-Partly Siudcnts
Unity (APSU) on Friday said it
would accept nothing short of
wrial of the former president 11
M. Ershad.

APSU leader Nasir ud Dosa
while addressing a gathering
on the Dhaka University eam-
pus also reiteraled the
ol shifling the ex-president o
it without further delay.

e gathering, followed by a
procession, was held in sup-
port of AI'SU's Februa
lathi procession
Gulshan, where Ershad is now
detained.

Nasir who Hﬂlh the gen-
cral scerclary Bangladesh
Chhatra Union called upon

the
ﬁm lo take steps for
| recovery of arms from the
universily campus before the
varliamentary polls.

hind the weaver communily (o
an u compctition. Most
of the traditional and skilled
weavers of the country were
forced o quit their ancest
profcssion of mulu&
jous constraints created in

last 15 years, she added.

She said Zia-Ershad
regimes achicved their coterie
interest, sold oul thousands of
mills and laclorics in the name
of disinvestment at neminal
prices. Over fifty-five per cent
of the dcnationalised units
were totally closed now and
thousands of workers had begn
rendered jobless. In this con-
ncction, she asked for imme-
diatec opening of Sirajganj
Spinning and Cotten Mills
which was kept closed by the
owncrs causing untold suffer-
ings to hundreds of workers.

Turning o the agriculture,
Sheikh Hasina sald consider-
ing the plight of the peasants
Bangabandhu waived taxes on
25 bighas of land which was
later revolved by Ziaur Rahman
who rei laxes on cven
one bigha of land. She sald the
commitment of BNP’ on the
cve of cleetion o waive land
lax on 25 did fit in their
lips. "Insha Allah we will Waive
land lax upto 25 bighas, ox-
empl agricultural loans upto 5
thousand taka and write off
inlcrests ol agricullural
upto len Lthousand taka,
refterated. .

Sounding a serious nole of
warning against who
traded in religion, Sheikh
lHasina said the nation did not
forget their rolc in the coun-
try's War ol Liberation. She
said Jamaal-c-Islami by form-
ing Al [3adr and Razakar collab-
oraling with the Punjabl eccu-
pation forces -in killing, loot-
ing. raping and arson.

She said that Awami
would uphold the policy of
sccularism. The sceular con-
ccpt was based on lioly Quran
which dictated that cvery one
would perform his or her re-
spuetive religion.

Five killed in
Jhenidah road
accident

JHENIDAIN., Feb 8 Five
people, including three
WOmen, were and at
lcast 45 others n a
road accident en Jessore-
Jhenidah 1 this aflcr-

Wilngsscs said an w‘-
loaded passc bus [Jessore-
Ba-1182) against a
roadside tree al Tetultala, §
kilometers from here, as the
driver lost control of the vehi-
cle. The Jessoere-bound bus
from Jhenidah was

damaged from the
said.
tificdd as Pradip (35) u:
Chuidlinga while ethc
vl b Mk' ' .

The injured were adnutied
o the local Sadar Hospital.




