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Dhaka Day by Day

The Dinghy Ferry Service

The carly mist drifling over Duriganga is sull
when the river starts waking up (o the
sounds of the boatmen gathered 1o ferry people (o
work or home. As the sun makces its
the boaumen wo raise their voices calling Lo would

wais( decp

be w their crall.

Those cf

Where the river ends, the mud banks begin. The
grey, murky layers of mud and water lic like a
bridge between thé river and the dry land. On it the
boats lic almost stuck in the mud, their bolloms
touching the soft carth. It would scem as il many
alligators arc lying and sunning themseclves, Lheir
ash colourcd bodics covered with fresh mud.

of Dhaka, who stay in new
and more posh part, and do not have to travel

by Sabah Choudhury

fct,  — Wearing

in a singlc

this passcnger was not exactly a boa( ride, he inall
his simplicily was willing
time by talking about his life and work.

a lorn vest and a lungl, not much to
protect him from the last onslaught of Lhis winter's
chill, he was quite informaltive.

Hie makes about 20 trips a day, which brings
him something between Taka 120 and 150. lis
kinds of boals only ferry people across the river
and nol cargo of any king. The [urthest point he
goes is Swarighal.

The maximum number of passcngers he takes
trip s six. The ratc is 50 poisha 1o Taka
I fonc) per person. | lashem Al starts carly in the
morung and continues il about midnight

o wastc his valuable

Like tLhou-

to the
interfor of the
country through
walerways, arc
probably una-
wage of this part
of the'eity. It s |
actually , the ==
place rwhcrc ﬂ/
Dhaka first
started taking
shape - many
mMany ycars ago.
Itwas then acily
of the Nawabs
and the Sube- B
dars. Most ol
that is parl of
history now, but
some sulll remain
alive and aclive,

v .,
The entirc arca which compriscs (he old town is

port of
well-known for being

has two types of

A figh

over-crowded with people
and shops of all kinds and very narrow lancs. The
Sadarghat ferry terminal is part of that scenario,
and it has a free wheeling atmosphcre about iL. It

passcnger carricrs — the big oncs,
logally called motor launches, and the simplcr
oncs, the manually rowed boats. They resembie

and dwarfs sitting side by sidc.

t of half-broken sicps led us down o
where Lhe boats were. Amidst the chaos ereated by
man and nature, Hashem Ali camce forward. [ ic has
been in this profession for aboul a dozen years.

Although, gucssing that perhaps the intention of

ishly.

[Buriganga.

"Ershad sent troops to
appease donors'

Speakers at a discussion or-
ganised by Bangladcsh Alfro-
Asian Pcople's Solidarity
Council Thursday, demanded
immediate cecasclire in Gull
war for saving mankind and
human civilisation, says a Press

Ifeld @t the-TSC ‘Seminar
l1all of the Dhaka University,
the discuss was presided
over by Dr. Anisuzzaman,
President of the Council.

Educationist Prol. Kabir
(' howdhury. Sycd Ahmed los-
~iin of Bangladcsh United Na-
Lions Association, Asaduzzaman
Noor of Sammilita Sangskritik
Jot¢ and Dr. Saidur Rahman,
General Scecrelary of Afro-Asian
Pcople’'s Solidarity Council,
wok part in the discussion.

In a resolution, adopled in
the discussion, thc council
decided lo wage a massive
campaign in favour of pcace in
the Gulf through sigpping war.
in his specch, Prol. Kabir
Chowdhury said cxcepling the
war of Indcpendence, all wars
were dangerous and harmliul to
the mankind. Sycd Ahmed
lossain alleged that the then

nt of General Ershad
had sent Bangladesh Army to
Saudi Arabia to appcasc Lhe
donor countrics.

Asaduzzaman Noor pointcd
out that the Third World coun-
trics Mke Bangladesh would be
hard+hit by the war in the oil-
rich Gulf region. Dr. Saidur

Rahman gavce a detafled ae-
count of the losses being laced

by Bangladesh for the War.
Condemning the war in the
Gull, Dr. Anisuzzaman said the
war-mongers were testing
their lalest weapons causing
scrious thrcat to the human
civilization. As a prccondilion
{c the ccascflire in the Gulf
war, he demanded the Iraq
should quit Kuwait immedi-
atcly and at the same time the
allicd forces under Lhe com-
mand of the US forces should
also lcave the Gulf region.

2 Bangladeshi
child artists
get Nehru
gold medal

Masters Md. Igbal llossain
and Sayeduzzaman Pinu from
llangladesh have won the
Jawaharlal Nchru gold medal
for painting al the Shankar's
International Children's Com-
petition, 1990, reports I3SS.

Indian President  R.
Venkataraman awarded the
prizecs Thursday cvening.

Bangladcesh sccured 6th po-
“sition in the medals table of 31
countrics. In the Nechru gold
medals’ tally Bangladesh stood
sccond wilh Thailand as India

topped.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 42 Mr. Camney
Purple 43 Squander
1,,._1 P " 45 Peer Gyni's
sm' i mother
12 Small birds 47 Parasites:

14 Moas 49 Exists
50 Negates

15 Escape 9 A
17 That man VOIGS
1“1-!___“#;11 E““m
20 Wander Spanish
21 Picnic pest title
22 Killed
24 Audience DO
25 Great Lake 1 Courage
26 Weirder 2 Printer's
28 Mechanical measure

contrivance 1 Canine
30 Fondie 4 The sweelsop
31 Tiny 5 Missive
32 Pared 6 In direction
35 Leased of
38 7 On
3 Abineive & Crofty
41 " — Trek" 9 Tellurium

‘
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sands ol landicss
pcasants of
Bangladesh,

he rows belongs
w the ‘Mahajan’
or the owner, lie
has to pay Taka
™ 20-25 Lo the
owner per day.
Besides, he also
has (o pay a sum
of Taka 20 to the
who has

g7 the ycarly lease
| (commonly called
{ "Daak”), of thc
41 ghat. Allcr pay-
" ling all ducs,
whatlcver re-

mains is somchow enough lor a living.

In someways these simple boatmen of Sadarghat
represent a kind of courage while providing cssen-
tial scrvice at a cheap cost Lo so many.

What made him take this job in particular was
a question which naturally comes. *l have tricd my
hand at a number of jobs, like sclling vegelables,
fruits ctc. But | cannot resist the life on a river, it
fascinales me”, replied 1lashem Ali, a bit sheep-

“Onc day | oftcn drecam of having a boat of my
own", said 50-year old llashem Al looking far
ahead into the horizon. As il he could sce the
outlines of his boal emerging from the watcrs of

Drug addicts
Increasing
By Staff Correspondent

Voluntary llcalth Services
Socicly (VIISS) and the Insti-
tute of Rural Journalists organ-
iscd a seminar on Thursday to
commcmorate inlernational
anti-drugs decade announced
by the United Nations.

The Chairman ol the
Bangladesh Editors’ Council
and Editor of the Daily Janata
Sanaullah Noori inaugurated
the seminar which was
presided over by Md. Sailul Is-
lam Dildar, Chicl Exccutive of
the Institute of Rural Journal-
ists. Principal Delwar Jahid,
President of Comilla Union of
Journalists’ presented key-
nolc paper.

Sanaullah Noori said the
addiction lo drugs was incrcas-
ihg because of ng frustra-
vion among the youths. lle said
a well thought plan was neces-
sary to [rce the youths from
frustration.

Nurul Islam, Joint Dircetor
of Bangladcsh Academy for Ru-
ral Development Azam Khan,
Publication Officer of VIISS, Ali
Akbar Masum ol Comilla Adhu-
nik and Salahuddin Ahmed of
Scba Manabik Sangha partici-
pated in the discussion.

SIPHSA lauds
steps to recover
illegal arms

Chairman of Lthc Smoking
and Intoxicant Preventive [lu-
man Scrvice Associalion
(SI1IPIISA) and a Parliamen-
tary poll candidate [rom
Dhaka-6 constitucncy Khonda-
kar Soleman Ahmed Kamal
lauded all steps laken by the
Government lo recover arms,
says a Press release.

While addressing a projec-
tion mecting at Malibagh
Bipani Bitan in city on Friday,
the SIPIISA chicl pledged to
work for full growth of democ-
racy in the country.

Others who spoke on the
occasion included Md Bahceju-
ddin Ahmed, [aji Mohammad
Sclim, M.A. Matin and Muridu-
ddin Ahmed.

Dhaka to negotiate
$ 175m credit
with World Bank

A scven-member Bangla-
desh delegation will leave for
Washinglon on February 11 lo
ncgotliate three credits
totalling an amount of 175

. million US dollars with the

World Bank, reports UNB.
Economic Relations

| Division (ERD) Scerclary Enam

Ahmed Chowdhury will lead
the delegation.

The scctors and their re-
speclive eredit amounts arc —
Inland Water Transport (IWT)
i1 (US dollar 64 millien),
Shallow Tubewell and low lift
pump (US dollar 76 million)
and Agriculture Support
Service (US dollar 35 million).

Credit negotations with the
World Bank during the current
fiscal ycar are going slow be-
cause of what o s say scv-
cral "lough” conditionalities.

Publication

cercemony

By Staff Correspondent

The publication ceremo
of 'Jibon Srol'(Tide of Life), an
autoblography, by national
mol'cllnr Dr Nurul Islam was

id on Friday at Jatlya Press
Chab.

Vice chanccllor of Dhaka
University Dr Maniruzzaman
Mia spcaking as the chicl gucst
said the biography reflects the
wide perspective of the na-
tional professor. The stylc of
wriling was [(rank and heclps
rcading comlioriable.

Journalist Md Nasiruddin in
his presidential speech said
the book will promote aspira-
tion to the readers.

the book, ‘
Mustiala Narul Islam the
book is inlcresting as one gets

a story of a poor village boy

who succceds in cli up
the social ladder, lle the
auteblography reflects the
Blourishment of Dengall Mus-

Special guest Darrister

Mainul [lossain said the book
was wrillcn with a physician’'s
vicw. ‘

The speakers also praiscd
Dr Islam's respect for his
mother which was reflectied In
the book.

Plea to find

out social
problems

Education Adviscr Prol Zillur
Rahman Siddiqi Thursday laid
emphasis on study of sociology
at all levels for social develop-
ment, reports BSS,

Pcople of all prolessions in-
cluding politicians and plan-
ners should have functional
knowledge of sociology for
their better performance, he
added.

The Education Adviscr was
spcaking as the chiel gucst at
the concluding session of the
5th national confercnce and
seminar on "devclopment of
the Third World™ held at TSC
auditorium of Dhaka Univer-
sity. Organisced by Bangladesh
Sociological Associalion, the
scssion was presided over by
Prof Anwarullah Chowdhury.

The Education Adviser said the
importance of study ol sociol-
ogy is increasing in the con-
text of growing gap belween
the rich and the poor and so-
cial changes and complexily in
the country.

He called upon the sociologists
to pul in their best efforts and
expertisc in finding out the
social problems and their solu-
Lions.

e
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Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka University Prof Maniruzzaman Mia speaking at a function held
at the National Press Club auditorium on Friday in connection with the publication
ceremony of National Professor Dr. Nurul Islam’s autobiography ‘Jiban Shrote’. On his
right were Saogat Editor Mohammad Nasiruddin and the author. On his left was Barrister

Mainul Hossein.

Friendship treaty with Ira

q

still exists: Soviet envoy

CIIITTAGONG, Fcb B: Mr.
Vitaly 8. Smirnov, Sovicl
Ambassador in Bangladcesh
sald here today that the conop-
cration bectween Bangladesh
and the USSR would continue
to expand in the coming years,
reports [3SS.

Citing his governmenls co-
opcration in repatriation of
stranded DBangadcshi by
Acroflot from Middle East
afler the occupation of Kuwail
by Iraq, he said the USSR
would also cxtend cooperation
o Bangladesh in its needs. lle
said as a gesture of coopcralion
his government despaiched
over 15,000 metric tons of
crude ofl 1o Bangladesh which
was unloaded at Chittagong
Port from the Sovict ship “MT
Captan Kckuidze™ in the latter
part of January last.

The Ambassador was speak-
ing to local journalists at the
Press Information Centre of
Sovict Consulate here Lhis
evening: The Consul Genceral
irobyen was also present
among other officials.

Refuting recent reports of a
scction of newspapers (in
Dhaka, the Ambassador suid,
the fricndship treaty between
Iraq and USSR still existed
and his country did nol sup-
port destruction of Iraq, but
wanted that Kuwait should be
vacated and the foreign forces
withdrawn from Gull rcgion.
He said an international con-

illage doctors

seek registration

Bangladesh Gram Doclors
Samity Friday dcmanded
registration of their trained
members under Medical and
Dental Council, reports BSS.

Addrcssing a press conler-
cnce in Dhaka President of the
Samity Dr. Liagat Ali said therc
were 1,30,000 gram doctors
working in the rural areas all
over the country and 42,000 of
them where given training and
awarded certificates by the Di-
reclorate General of Health

rvices.

Dr. Ali urged the govern-
ment to re-introduce the
training programme, establish
a gram doctors training insti-
lute, and crcatc opportunilics
for higher training for the
traincd doctors.

He also demanded of the
government to give drug stor-
age permission for the gram
doctors to serve the pcople
better and to include one gram
doctor represcntalive in each
Upazila Parishad.

Dr. Al said if the gram
doctors were given registra-
tion then they would be able to
contribute more in matcrialis-
ing the family planning pro-
gramme, the cxtended immu-
nization programmec and Lhe
health for all by the ycar 2000
programme ol the government,

Adviscrs of the samity Dr.
Alamgir Mati and Salch Uddin

med and its Scerctary Gen-
cral Beni Madhab Barua werc
present.

By Staff Correspondent

wecather with partly cloudy sky is likcly to pre-
" vail over the country till Sunday morning, Mctcorological De-
parimcnl says.
The right temperature on Friday rcmained nearly un-

Mainly dry

changed

over the country except Dhaka, Faridpur, Jessore

and Khulna where the temperature was above normal by two ~
to four degree Celsius. The night tcmperature today
(Saturday) is likely to rise by one lo two degrec Cclsius over
the country, Met Office forecasts.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Rainfall possibility may
increase. Extended outlook for another five days: Weather may

improve last hall period.

“The lowest temperature in Dhaka was 17.2 degree Celsius
whilc the country's lowest tempcrature 11.6 degree Celsius

was rccorded at Dinajpur.

The sun scts today (Saturday) al 5.50 and riscs tomorrow

.ISumhy] at 6.36.

The temperature and humidity recorded in important ci-
tics and towns of Bangladesh on Friday.

Cilics/Towns Temperature in Celsius [lumidity in
pcreentage maximum minimum 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 28.6 17.2 78 65;
Chit 28 14.9 74
ansmn‘ 28.5 12.7 89 60
Khulna 29.5 16.2 92 66
Rangpur 26.7 12.2 =4 67
Dinajpur 27.4 11.6 87 63
Sylhet 26.4 14.4 K4 67
Bogra 28.5 4.4 79 64
Comilla 27.6 NA 80 71
Mymensingh 27.8 13.2 BO 75
Cox’'s Bazar 28 NA NA 62
Barisal 29 13 87 76
The minimum temperature recorded in major citics of the
region on Friday:
Calcutta : 20 degree Betjing : -2 -
New Delhi : 11 © lHong Kong: 13  °
Karachi ;11 g Bangkok : 24 ”
Colombo 23 "

ference should be convened W
find out ways and mecans o
stop war.

Expressing his sympathy
with the victims of the war, he
urged the warring countrics to
end war on the basis of the
siand of USSR on the issue,

lic called for ensuring secu-
rity of the forcign diplomats
and nationals in Bangladesh.
lic said the USSR was not a
partner of allied forces but Rt
has cxpressed (1s own vicws
which should not be misunder-
stood.

Ekushey Programme

Equal distribution
of wealth sought

By Staff Correspondent

Spcakcrs at a discussion
mecting on ‘Ekushey’ stressed
the mnced for creating
consciousness among people o
achicve democracy and cqual
distribution of rcsourccs as
dreamt of by language mariyrs.

Sammilita Sangskritic Jote
organiscd the mecting on the
occasion of Amar Ekushecy at
Central Shaheced Minar on
Friday. :

Essayist Prof. Sirajul Islan
Chowdhury, Poct Shamsur
Rahman, Sayced Samshul
llaque and playwright
Mamunur Rashid spoke at the
mecting.

The Jote presented a colour-.

ful programme including
drama after the discussion.

Mcanwhile, Bangla
Academy organisced a pro-
gramme Friday featuring two
books review, recitition and
musical soiroc as part ol its
Ekushcy Programme scrics at
Academy premiscs.

The book rcvicws were on

Plea to lift ban
on Minar
Mansur's book

Six leading pocts in a
statement on Friday demanded
lifting of ban on a book of verse
by pocl Minar Mansur, reports
UNI3.

The book "Ei Abaruddha
Manchitra” was banned by the
ousled Ershad government in
April 1983,

The signatories ol the
statement  are Shamsur
R.hman, llarun llabib, Dclal
Chowdhury, Ralilq Azad,
Mahadev Saha and Mostafa
Nurul Iskm.

‘Mymensingh's Gitika “life
and poetry value” wrilten by
Sayed Azizul Haq and
‘Hundred years of Bangladesh
in Bibhuti Bhusan's novel'.

Spcakers sald that Lhe
writcr of Gitika tried to recover
the real socio-cconomic
condition of Mymensingh arca
of the distant past.

Mcssres, Khagesh Kiron
Talikdar, Dr. Muhammad
Shajahan Mia, Prof. Raliq
Kaiscr and Dr. Sardar Abdus
Satlar also revicwed the books.

Bangla Academy to
work for upholding

martyrs ideals

By Staff Correspondent

The Presidential Adviser for
Culture and Food, Prof lajuddin
Ahmed said, Bangla
would have to work for uphold-
ing the idcals of thc martyrs of
democratic movements includ-
ing the language movement.

e was spcaking to the
newly-appointed Direclor
General of Bangla Academy and
the employecs of the academy
on Friday. The presidential
Adviscr paid a surprise visit to
the Dangla Academy.

Prof, Tajuddin said the hi-
nancial difficultics of Bangla
Academy, which was crealed
as a rcsult of the great lan-
guage movement, was a maller
of shame for the nation.

Dircctor General ol Bangla
Academy prol, [llarun-ur-
Rashid said Bangla Academy
will continue to respeet the
democratic feclings of Lhe

pcople.

| statcment  included Santosh

Acadcmy |

51 journalists
demand release of
Kader Siddiky

-omne on Frn-
day demanded immediale
rcicase of vallamt Freedeom

Aghter Kader Stddiky, reports
uss.

The journalists, in a joint
stalcmont, tod that a le-
gendary [ m Nighicr like

| Kader Stddiky had 10 be ar-
| rested by the interim govern
| ment, installed as a resull of

the mass upsurge.

The arrest of Kader Siddiky
had not glorificd the ncutralny
ol Lhe presenl inlcrim gov

- crnmenl as Lhe scll confesscd
- killers of BDangabandhu had

been reaming throughout the
couniry armcd with sophisti

| cated weapons, thoey said

The singnaltories to the
Gupta, igbal Sobhan Chow-
dhury, Shahcd Kamal, Sha-
hjahan Mia, Chowdhury Ghu-
lkvmur Rahman, |larcon |labb,
Shawkal! Anwar and |Ihsanul
Karim liclal.

Jamaat to
introduce
interest-free
economy

From Our Correspondent

KIITULNA, Feb B : Acting
Amcer of Jamaat-c¢ -Islami,
Abbas Al Khan on Friday said
free and fair polls could not be
held uniess (liegal arms werce
recovered.

Addressing a mecting in
Khulna Circuil llouse ficld, he
sald the police could net rc-
cover arms due lo pressure
from different partics.

Abbas said his party had
been demanding a carctaker
government since 1982. As its
main duty was te maintain sc-
curily is the country.

lic said if clected, his party
would establish a government
of Allah. 1lis party would intro-
ducce interest free economy
and refurbish the dclence
scctor with modern arms and
ammunitions.

Abbas said his party would
list the riches and realisce jakat
from them. In order to dis
tribule it among the poor.

Khaleda

Inaugurates
short fil
on Zia today

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
chicl Degum Khaleda Zia will
inaugurate an cxhibition of a
short film and an audio cas-
sctic at the party’'s Banani ol
ficc today (Saturday) at 6 P.M,
rcporis [3SS.

The short lilm's "E Janmcr
Shesh Naf™ of producer-diree-
tor Amjad llossain and the cas-
sciies titled "Zia Zia Khalcda
Zia" of lyricist Maniruzzaman

" Munir.

Arms recovered

By Staff Correspondent

Policc on Wednesday recov-
ercd onc country-made gun,
ammunitions and bombs rom
different city points.

Tejgaon police ralded den
of a criminal Alauddin in
Begunbart and recovered seven
live bombs with bomb making
instruments. Police also ar-
rested Kaisar Ahmed, and ac-
complice ol Alauddin.

Utltara police on Thursday
recovered a pipegun and three
rounds of ammunition from

e

A "o e, L
Mrs Dilruba Ahmed, District Chairman, Innerwheel District 328 having a look at different

country-made products on display at its annual charity bazzar held at

Friday. She inaugurated the function.

damagod baby taxi.
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